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EAT AT BRITAIN’S FINEST RESTAURANTS AND PAY JUST 45p FOR YOUR PARTNER 
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Blair fights to salvage Ulster peace 


SOME OF the IRA's alleged top 
killers were named in the Com- 
mons yesterday as Tbny Blair 
battled to stop the political con- 
sensus underpinning the Good 
Friday Agreement unravelling 
over the release of terrorist 
prisoners. 

That process was enduring 
its toughest test since the 
Omagh bomb, after Mr Blair 
was thrown on the defensive by 
Toiy attack, with the support 
*uf some Labour MPs. They 
criticised the release of pris- 
oners in spite of continued vi- 
r* olence, marked by punishment 


By Colin brown 
Chief Political Correspondent 
and David McKjttrick 

beatings” by gangs in loyalist 
and republic estates. 

The former minister Frank 
Field joined other Labour MPs 
in attacking the beatings, 
which, it was said, were being 
used to undermine the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary during the 
review of its role by Chris Pat- 
ten, the former Hong Kong 
governor. The attack by the 
Tories, whose position is that 
they support the agreement in 


principle but cot as it is being 
managed, has stretched to the 
limit the bi-partisan approach 
on Northern Ireland. 

The Rev Ian Paisley, the De- 
mocratic Unionist leader, tried 
to raise the temperature by 
naming an alleged Provisional 
IRA gang said to be responsi- 
ble for murdering 10 Protestant 
workers. The Independent has 
declined to reproduce tire 
names so as not to expose in- 
nocent people to the threat of 
attack. 

Mr Paisley’s use of Com- 
mons privilege to read out 



Collins: Pound battered 

names from a police dossier on 
the Kmgsmili massacre from 
the mid-1970s will do nothing to 
calm the atmosphere sur- 


rounding the peace process. 
Last week the Conservative 
backbencher Andrew Hunter 
backed down from a threat to 
“name and shame” alleged re- 
publican bombers after being 
advised not to by the Govern- 
ment and the RUC Chief Con- 
stable Sir Ronnie Flanagan. 

But the DUP leader’s show 
of outrage underlined frustra- 
tion at the failure to apprehend 
the terrorists responsible for 
the Omagh bombing. 

The precarious state of the 
peace process was highlighted 
by the death of a celebrated IRA 


member Camon Collins, who 
renounced violence and wrote 
about his deeds. His body was 
found on a remote roadside in 
Newry. Co Down, with severe 
bead injuries. 

In their most heated ex- 
changes on the peace process. 
William Hague was accused 
by Mr Blair of being “dragged 
along by some who do not wish 
the Good Friday Agreement 
well - 1 do question the motives 
of some of them.” 

But the Prime Minister had 
to contradict die Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, Mo Mowlam, 


who earlier suggested that call- 
ing a halt to the release of pris- 
oners may not be legal. Mr Blair 
told MPs he bad the power to 
stop the release of the prison- 
ers but made clear the Gov- 
ernment had taken the decision 
not to do so. at this stage, be- 
cause it judged that it would de- 
stroy the peace process. “We 
can stop them altogether... We 
should do so in circumstances 
where we then declare the 
ceasefire no longer easts. If 
that were to be the case the 
consequences would be im- 
mense for the whole of the 


process in Northern Ireland. 
I'm not saying it would never be 
wrong to come to that judge- 
ment I’m just saying I don't be- 
lieve that is the right judgement 
now.” 

Ministers are privately 
deeply concerned about the 
pressure they are facing from 
MPs and the families of the vic- 
tims of the violence, but they 
are being advised by the secu- 
rity and intelligence services 
that the ceasefire is holding and 
that bombings, and terrorist at- 
tacks on civilian or militar y 
targets have been suspended. 
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Senators 
accept that 
Clinton 
must stay 


It could be you. Tibetan tribe hits jackpot 
with £100,000 lottery grant from Britain 




W 


THE IMPEACHMENT trial of 
president BUI Clinton will con- 
tinue into next week at least, 
after the US Senate voted yes- 
terday to pursue the charges 
and hear evidence from wit- 
nesses. But crucially the votes 
signalled that the President 
will not be forced from office. 

The Democrats' vote held 
firm and that can block his 
conviction. 

, With tensionin the chamber 
*figh and all present conscious 
that the trial was at a turning 
point, the senators were called 
to vote at the start of yester- 
day’s session. 

They voted by 56 to 44 first 
against a Democrat motion to 
dismiss the case against Mr 
Clinton, and them fora Repub- 
lican motion on witnesses. 

The vote, which went strict- 
ly along party-lines, spelt the 
end of toe Senate’s aspirations 
to preserve a cross-party con- 
sensus on the impeachment of 
the President 

There was only one defector; 
the maverick Democrat Russ 
Fteingold, of Wisconsin, who 
voted with the Republicans - . 
against dismissal and for wit- 
nesses. 

Mr Fbsngold is one of the few 
senators not beholden to his 
rty for funds, having re- 
his seat last November 
after setting unilateral limits on 
his Mwpflign spending. 

The Senate’s decision to call 
witnesses infuriated the White 
House and disappointed De- 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington . 

mocrats. Three of the key in- 
dividuals in the Lewin&ty scan- 
dal now face renewed 
questioning under oath: Moni- 
ca Lewinsky herself the Pres- 
ident’s millionaire friend, 
\fernon Jordan, and his special 
adviser. Sidney BIumenthaL 

The Senate also wants fur- 
ther evidence from Mr Clinton, 
which he is expected to refuse. 
Republicans hoped the wit- 
nesses could be heard over 
the weekend and the trial con- 
cluded late next week. 

Precise arrangements for 
hearing witnesses had yet to be 
worked out, but they are not 
thought likely to appear in the 
Senate chamber; at least not ini- 
tially. They are expected to be 
questioned by two senators on 
videotape, with transcripts pro- 
vided to the Senate after the 
weekend. 

The leader of the minority 
Senate Democrats, Tom 
Daschle, regretted the lack of 
agreement, saying that his 
party wanted “not to protect the 
President of the United States, 
but to protect the Constitu- 
tion” 

He insisted it had not been 
demonstrated that the charges 
against the President were im- 
peachable, and he expressed 
the hope of a “procedural com- 
promise” before today. 

Reluctant witnesses, 
page 15 



THE DALAI LAMA was mysti- 
fied when he was told about 
Britain’s National Lottery, but 
he understands it better now 
that a tribe of his most remote 
people have become unsus- 
pecting winners. TWo settle- 
ments of Tibetan refugees who 
have hardly ever seen a West- 
ern face have been awarded 
£102JX)0bythe National Lottery 
Charities Board. 

The concept of a Saturday 
night live draw or a roll-over 
jackpot might be difficult to 
explain to these isolated com- 
munities. It is not just that 
they don’t have television. They 
are so unfamiliar with the out- 
side world that, when con- 
fronted by two British trustees 
from the Tibet Relief Fhnd, 
they asked: “Are you Chinese?" 

As Liz Banks, one of the 
trustees, put it “There is no 
Western influence, not much 
Indian influence, and obvious- 
ly no Chinese influence.” 

What these refugees do 
know, however is that as of 
tomorrow, when the Lottery 


By Clare garner 

money is formally released, 
they will be able to begin the 
process of ins tailing pump sys- 
tems for running water; im- 
porting tractors so they can 
farm the land, and establishing 
a TB and malaria laboratory. 

The Tibetan refugee settle- 
ments of Miao and Tizu are 
small and remote, with popu- 
lations of 2,000 and 1,680 re- 
spectively. Their physical 
isolation and politically sensi- 
tive proximity to the Burmese 
and Chinese Tibetan borders 
have meant that, until now, 
they have been neglected by aid 
agencies. 

The advantage of such iso- 
lation is that Tibetan culture 
flourishes. “It was made dear 
to the Lottery Board that the 
whole point of having irrigation 
and agriculture here was to 
hold the settlements together 
and enhance and maintain the 
Tibetan culture,” said Mr Alan 
Clements of the Tibet Relief 
Bbnd. 


Members of a remote Tibetan tribe win a lottery grant to improve their land and water supply Alan Clements 


Hard luck - Viagra can cause impotence 



FOR THE normal, sexually 
active man, Viagra bas a nasty 
potential side-effect: it can 
cause permanent impotence, 
according to one specialist 
The growing recreational 
use of the drug by young men 
should be dscwiraged because 
of the risk that it could cause 
priapism, a persistent and 
painful erection that does not 
subside, says Roger Kirby, con- 
sultant nrologist at St George’s 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 

Hospital, London. Priapism, 
occasionally triggered by other 
impotence treatments such as 
injections, is a particular prob- 
lem in Wfest Indian men. In 
some cases, victims have suf- 
fered painful erections for sev- 
eral hours and J needed hospital 
treatment If an erection lasts 
longer than six hours, it can 


restrict the blood supply to the 
infracavernosal smooth muscle 
in the penis, which facilitates 
the erection process, causing 
permanent damage. 

Release, the cfrugs charity 
said yesterday that Viagra was 
“flavour of the month” an the 
dub circuit and was selling on 
the black market for £10 to £12 
a pilL Anecdotal reports suggest 
that it is being offered in com- 
bination with Ecstasy as a “dou- 


ble hit” and sold as “Sextasy”. 
A spokesman for Release said: 
“It’s definite^ found its place on 
the fetish sided club culture.” 

Mr Kirby, writing in Student 
BMJ, says: “There are no data 
to support the claim sil d e n afil 
[Viagia] realty does improve the 

normal erection or alter orgas- 
mic sensation. There have 
been reports of priapism de- 
veloping in young men using it 
as a recreational substance.” 


Earlier fhia m onth a Lan- 
cashire-based travel insurer 
Primary Direct, reported that 
12 men had been flown home 
from holiday with “permanent” 
erections after buying Viagra in 
Amsterdam and Thailand. 

A spokesman for Pfizer, the 
manufacturer of Viagra, said 
there had been fewer than 20 
reports of priapism finked with 
Viagra and there was no proof 
the drug caused the condition. 
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Council chiefs 


ignore abuse, 


says minister 


HOME OFFICE minister Paul 
Boateng yesterday denounced 
the “appalling attitude" of some 
directors of social services who 
he accused of being complidt 
in child abuse by turning a 
blind eye to the problem. 

In an astonishing attack, Mr 
Boateng pledged to "root out” 
senior managers in social ser- 
vices who he said had an “atti- 
tude which has bedevilled 
social work over the years". 

The minister was angered by 
a comment made by an un- 
named director of social ser- 
vices. who said of the Sex 
Offenders Act; "The whole 
thing is mad. It’s the biggest can 
of worms anyone has opened.” 

The comment was published 
in a report by Her Majesty's In- 
spectorate of Constabulary on 
Child Protection, which the 
Home Office released yester- 
day. Mr Boateng said he would 
be writing to the Association of 
Directors of Social Services 
(ADSS) to say that the director 
responsible, and others who 
held such "utterly unaccept- 
able" views, should not remain 
in post 

Mr Boateng said: "I think 


By Ian Burrell 
H ome Affairs Correspondent 


there still remains in some 
areas of social services a quite 
unacceptable attitude towards 
this particular area. They 
would rather turn a blind eye to 
it and they have been complic- 
it over the years in failing chil- 
dren. 

“They don’t want to con- 
front the particular evil and mis- 
chief that this phenomenon 
represents. They are running 
away from it They would 
rather it just does not exist" 

Two days ago, Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary, criticised 
“well-meaning but unprofes- 
sional" social workers for pre- 
venting children from being 
adopted. Some social services 
chiefs believe the Home Office 
has embarked on a concerted 
attack on their profession as a 
whole. 

The Local Government As- 
sociation said last night "Fbra 
Home Office Minister like Paul 
Boateng to accuse soda! ser- 
vices chiefs of being ‘complic- 
it' in sexual abuse of children 
is an outrageous slur and one 


he should be ashamed of. Com- 
ments like this damage not 
only social services but jeop- 
ardise any trust parents may 
have in social services depart- 
ments." 

Chris Davies, the president 
of the ADSS, said he had'de- 
manded “an immediate face-to- 
face meeting" with the minister, 
who, he hoped, had been speak- 
ing "in the heat of the mo- 
ment". 

He said: “How Mr Boateng 
has been able to see a brief 
comment from an anonymous 
director in that report as re- 
flecting a lack of concern for 
children at risk of barm totally 
evades me.” 

Mr Boateng was adamant 
that he had not misinterpreted 
the "can of worms" comment 

He said: "It’s because of an 
unwillingness to tackle the is- 
sues that we require to be tack- 
led, that the worms have been 
allowed for much too long to 
propagate themselves in the 
way that they have. 

“We are absolutely deter- 
mined that we will turn the 
stone and that which exists 
under it that is evil against chH- 



Paul Boateng discusses abase report with Trevor Moores, Louise St John Howe and author Dan Crompton PA 


dren, wifl be tackled” The min- 
ister accused social sendees 
chiefs of letting downnheir 
“frontline” staff 'i . 

He added- "What appalls jpe 

is the failure nf managpirwi^ wt. 
the highest level. *• ') ; 

“These very hard-working 
men and women are often let 
down by their senior manage- 
ment and we are going to root 


out the sort of attitude that is 
exposed here.” .. 
yr The HMIC report highlight- 
ed numerous areas where po- 
lice forces could do more to give 
children greater-protection. 

• It blamed police and proba- 
tion staff for leaking details 
about sex offenders to the 
media and called for much 
greater sharing of intelligence 


on the movements and activi- 
ties of offenders, particularly 
those who cross force bound- 
aries. 

It highlighted numerous 
areas of best practice, includ- 
ing monitoring people who visit 
sex offenders in prison to iden- 
tify potential or actual pae- 
dophile networks. 

It called for dothing fibres to 


be taken from released sex of- 
fenders to match against future 
crime scenes and recom- 
mended greater liaison with 
chemists and other film devel- 
opers to monitor child pornog- 
raphy. 

And ft said inmates should be 
encouraged to ring Crimestop- 
pers from jafl to pass on infor- 
mation about sex offenders. 


Tories gag dissenting voices from grassroots 


THE CONSERVATIVE Party has 
“gagged” its grassroots ac- 
tivists to stop criticism of 
William Hague and the Shadow 
Cabinet becoming public. 

The dampdown follows a 
survey of party members which 
revealed discontent about Mr 
Hague’s low profile and the 
“appalling" performance of the 
Tray opposition. Party activists 
admitted they could not even 
name many members of the 


by Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


Shadow Cabinet Conservative 
Central Office is determined to 
prevent such unflattering com- 
ments being leaked to the 
press. After future surveys of 
grassroots opinion, hostile com- 
ments will be "edited out" by 
Andrew Cooper, the party’s di- 
rector of political operations, be- 
fore a report summarising the 


views expressed is sent back to 
local discussion groups. 

The move will be seen as an 
attempt to prevent farther pub- 
lic criticism about the perfor- 
mance of Mr Hague and his 
frontbench team following their 
failure to narrow Labour’s lead 
in the opinion polls. 

Earlier this week, there was 
speculation that the Tory 
leader was being advised to 
sack “old guard" Shadow Cab- 


inet members, such as John 
Redwood, Michael Howard and 
Gillian Shephard, because they 
reminded the voters of the last 
Tory government 

Although Mr Hague dis- 
missed the rumours as “hope- 
lessly fictitious", they unsettled 
Shadow Cabinet members. 

The latest consultation ex- 
ercise with local activists re- 
vealed their frustration at the 
failure of Mr Hague's team to 


land many punches on Tony 
Blair and his ministers. “The 
quality and quantity of Con- 
servative opposition is ap- 
palling,’’ said members in 
Newcastle upon Tyne. 

The Central Office report, 
which would be censored under 
the new regime, said: “Sever- 
al groups mentioned that they 
could not name many of the 
Shadow Cabinet, let alone their 
specific responsibilities." 


Party activists in Tbrridge 
and West Devon “questioned 
whether more could be done to 
raise Wiliam Hague's profile as 
well as the need to attract 
younger people to the party”. 

The report adde± “Many 
groups expressed concern at 
the lack of unity and organisa- 
tion within the party _ 

“There was general recog- 
nition that Labour has ‘stolen 
our clothes', making it much 


harder to oppose effectively." 
Party officials said yesterday 
that the discussion groups 
which expressed these views 
were held last year and were 
now "out of date”. 

They insisted that local party 
members would still be able 
to comment on the perfor- 
mance of the Tory leadership, 
and that Mr Hague wanted to 
improve communications with 
the grass roots. 


Custody 
death: ; 
police 
accused 


BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affair s Correspondent 


CALLS WERE made last night 
for the prosecution for peijtny 
of 10 police officers after an in- . 
quest jury decided that a busi~, 
nessman who had 52 injuries on 
his body died partly as a result, 
of police restraint 

Nathan Delahunty died just 
over an hour after d iall i ng 999 
and claiming there was an 
armed gang in his flat in south- 
west London. Police, who fbund- 
him alone in an agitated state 
one night last July decided to. 
take him in a van to a hospital 
for the mentally 31 

An inquest at Horseferry 
Road Coroner’s Court in Lon=. 
don heard that when the van ar- 
rived at the hospital, Mr 
Delahunty, who had taken co- 
caine, was found collapsed with 
no signs of breathing. 

Westminster corons' Dr Paul 
Knapman said the jury had re- 
turned a majority verdict that 
Mr Delahunty 29, had died from 
cocaine intoxication, delirium 
and excited state, aggravated fay 
restraint The jury was not p^- 
mitted to consider a verdict of 
unlawful killing. 

Sadiq Khan, the family’s so- 
lid tor, said he would be writing: 
to the Director of Public Pros- 
ecutions asking for charges of 
pezjury to be brou^it against 10 
police officers who gave evi- 
dence at the inquest 

Ei gh t independent witnesses 
had told the inquest that Mr De-. 
lahunty had been carried to 
van wiffi his hands cuffed tehitti - 
his bads, a position thathasheen ^ 
linked to deaths in custody. 

Police officers stated that 
Mr Delahunty had been hand- 
cuffed with his hands in front of 
his body, in accordance with 
standard practice. 

A post-mortem examination 
found 52 injuries on separate 
parts of his body plus high lev- 
els of cocaine in his blood- 
stream, the inquest heard. 

Police had told the inquest 
that Mr Delahunty was ‘Thrash- 
ing around” in the back of the 
van on the way to the hospital. 
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FORECAST 

General situation A blustery day across the country with the milder weather 
still holding on in the south. However, in southern and central parts of England 
and wales 7t will be dun With drizzly ram although this will become confined to 
southern Wales and south-west England tor the afternoon with sunny breaks 
developing elsewhere. Northern England will be cool and breezy with scattered 
s/wwers towards the coast. Northern Ireland and Scotland will also be cool and 
blustery with scattered showers. 

Cent S A SE England. London. Midlands: Mild, dull and misty with drizzle but 
dry with sunny spells by the afternoon. A moderate to fresh north-west wind. 
Max temp 9-MC 14S-52F). 


E Anglia; Misty with drizzle but sunny spells and the odd shower by the after- 
‘ “ 50F] 


noon. A moderate to fresh north-west wind. Max temp 8-10C (46-; 

Channel is, SW England, Wales: Mild and misty with drizzle at times. A fresh 
north-west wind. Max temp IO-12C (50-54F) 

E. Cent N ANE England: Coal and blustery with sunny breaks and coastal 
shower*. A fresh north-west wind. Max temp 6-BC (43-46F). 

Mff England, Lake Disc, feta Of Mas. N Ireland: Sunny spells and a slight risk 
or a Shower. A fresh north-west wind. Max temp 7 9C (uS-W). 

SW dr NW Scotland, Glasgow, W Isles: Sunny spells and scattered showers. A 
fresh ro srrpng north-west wind. Max temp 5-8C I-A6F). 


SE A NE Scotla nd . Edinburgh, Ab er de en : Sunny spells and the odd shower. A 
fresh to strong north-west wind. Max temp 4-7C (3S 


39-4SF). 


N^lsleK Showery rain and sleet. A light to moderate easterly wind. Max temp 3- 


OUTLQQK 


England and Wales will slowly turn much colder with overnight frost becoming 
widespread Oy Saturday but there will ofso be increasing amounts of sunshine. 
Eastern Scotland mil be mostly dry with average temperatures, but western 
Scotland and Northern Ireland will rum cloudy and iruld with some dn?zle 


TRAVEL 

London: A12 Green Man Roundabout, 
f^onsione. Main raadworhs or now Mil 
feifc road. Until 31st December 
Cambridgeshire A10 between Fodon and 
Mil. Hearladng -md bndge mantenanco 
wwh at Shepreth MU. UnW 14th February. 

Bnstol: JtB-13. Motor Roadmxte on 

Aronmouth Bridge. Until Shd June 200). 
Lancashhn: M6 Botweer J27 Shtk&Ii and 
J£B Leyiand. Rcodwroita. contraflow and a 
SJnph SPWI limit after side of Oranwcfc 
ramanl Services. Una ism February 
Neu ter Ma nchester: AS 7 rcW U «9 
iwancneaeUBund. due tn fjietrofe* ctxi- 


struaton wale Unfl February. 

South Yortahlre: Ml Between J3i Tmstoy 
Vradua IA6109J & J34 Tinsley Vtiducr 
WITS). Sheffield. Canapwwy reduced » 2 
tones souWkmkL Una 2i«r November 2000. 
Dumfries and Galloway: A 74 between 
Beaflock and JI6 Annandale. Major road- 
worSa unS 3ia Jaxiaiy 

A14 Fetelow Docks. RoadwcrKs. 
untf2B8i Fefeaury. 

AA RoaifemdK Cal 0336 AOl 777 for the 
latest local and national traffic news Some 
The Automobile Assodaiwn. Cam charged 
at SOp per min (me VAT}. 
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Rain or 


SHINE... 


SCIENTISTS ARE hoping to 
change the weather using elec- 
trified aerials. They aim to 
alter kxal rainfall and wind pal- 
tems to cleanse the heavily pol- 
luted air over Mexico City. The 
two physicists are testing an 
antenna designed to ionise the 
atmosphere, creating charged 
atoms on which water vapour 
can condense, warming the 
air and causing the intensity 
and direction of air currents to 
change. New Scientist report- 
ed yesterday. 
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Ex-IRA man who defied Provos in their 
own heartland left to die in a gutter 


By davto McKittrick 
I reland Correspondent 

EAMON COLLINS, who met a vi- 
olent death on a road at Newry, 
Co Down, in the early hours of 
yesterday was a man who took 

the most recess risks with his 
own life and those of others. 

A forma: IRA volunteer; he 
jturaed against the IRA and 
f ather republicans in the most 
open and public of ways, de- 
veloping his own brand of 
"naming and shaming" alleged 
activists and relentlessly criti- 
cising republicanism. 

He was not unique in doing 
so, since recent years have 
produced up to half-a-dozen 
former IRA numbers who have 
now forsworn violence and who 
regularly criticise the IRA and 
Sinn Ftein in the media and in 
books of memoirs. 

But he was remarkable in 
that he returned to live openly 
in a hardline republican area in 
Newry, a town which holds 
hundreds of IRA members and 
supporters and thousands of 
Sinn Fein voters. Many former 
prisoners and activists live 
within a 10- mile radius of his 
home, and all of them detested 
him for his behaviour and re- 
garded his presence as a stand- 
ing affront. 

Mr Collins, 44, was con- 
stantly intimidated and abused, 
suffering a number of attacks. 
With hindsight, perhaps the 
surprise ties not in his death but 
in the fact that he stayed alive 
for as long as he did. 

His body was found at 6am 
yesterday on a country road a 
few hundred yards from the 
house where he lived for the 
past two years. He had suffered 
severe head injuries. 

Although the IRA is as- 
sumed to be the prime suspect 
fqr his death, the Sinn Fein 
jr"' .'sidenU Gerry Adams, said 
yesterday afternoon that he 
had no reason to think foul 
play was involved If there was 
foul play, be added "then of 
course it's wrong". 

The security forces and the 
Government will now be keen- 
ly searching for confirmation of 
mainstream IRA involvement, 
since there is already heated 
criticism of the organisation for 
its continuing use of violence in 
the form of “punishment" 
shootings and beatings. 

If the IRA was responsible 
the timing of the killing is 
difficult to fathom, given this 
background and given the 
Commons debate on prison re- 
leases which took place yes- 
terday. 

Martin McGartland a one- 
tipie informer who lives at a se- 
* . ?l address in England said: 
“There is no doubt that this has 
got something to do with the 
IRA or one of its so-called splin- 
ter groups. 

“I thought the IRA were sin- 
cere about their ceasefire. This 
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An RUC officer staffing guard after Mr Collins’ death AP 


murder shows that the IRA 
will never forget anyone who 
has double-crossed them or 
gone against their organisa- 
tion.’’ 

There are other possibili- 
ties. Last yean Mr Coffins made 
a particular denunciation of 
the Rea) IRA, the breakaway 
group which carried out the 
Omagh bombing in August. In 
a lengthy newspaper article 
he all but named the Real IRA’s 
alleged leadendaiming he had 
also been responsible for the 
tilling of 18 soldiers at 'War- 
renpoint in 1979. 

There is also the possibility 
that the attack on Mr Collins 
was carried out by republicans 
on what might be called an un- 
official or semi-official basis. 

Last yean in an open letter 
to Mr Adams complaining of in- 
timidation, Mr Collins wrote: 
“The people that are carrying 
this out are former Provision- 
als, former Sinn Fein people, 
and are now playing dual roles 
of being tied in with Sinn Fein, 
tied in with the republicans 
and tied in with the dissidents." 

During his IRA career Mr 
Collins was dearly a valuable 
asset to the terrorist organisa- 
tion, being involved in at least 
five murders and possibly 15. 
From the late 1970s until the 
mid-1980s he functioned as an 
intelligence officer; helping to 
gather information through his 
job as a Customs officer in the 
Newry area. 

In 1985, he cracked under 
RUC interrogation and made 
confessions which led to him 
being charged with five mur- 
ders. He also initially agreed to 
act as a "supergrass", promis- 
ing to go into court to give ev- 
idence against alleged former 
associates. 

But afterwards he mused to 
testify and disowned his own 
statements. He was acquitted 
by a judge who accepted his 
claims that the RUC had used 
unacceptable methods to ex- 
tract his alleged "confessions”. 

At that point. Mr Collins dis- 
appeared from the scene for 
almost a decade before reap- 
pearing on a television pro- 


gramme to speak about the 
killings. In doing so, he relied 
on the legal provision that, hav- 
ing been tried and acquitted, he 
could not be prosecuted for 
them again. 

One of the deaths was that 
of an 11 -year-old Protestant 
schoolboy who died when a 
bomb went off in the Co Down 
town of Banbridge. He said he 
had “scouted in" the bomb. An- 
other was that of Ivan Toombs, 
a Customs service official who 
was also a part-time member of 
the Ulster Defence Regiment. 

In the 1997 book Killing 
Rage, Mr Collins described in 
detail how he carried out the 
surveillance planning in- 
volved in the Toombs killing and 
other murders. 

He wrote: “When I set out 
to kill Ivan Toombs I was set- 
ting out to kill a UDR uniform. 
What was brought home to 
me was that you can never kQl 
a uniform, you can only till a 
person... 

“By exposing myself to the 
anger of my former comrades 
and the families of my victims, 
I wanted to show that I had 
thought long and hard about 
what had happened and that it 
is possible to become a different 
person - as we all have to be- 
come different people if we are 
to live together in Northern Ire- 
land without political violence. 

“I truly believe that only by 
confronting our past actions, by 
understanding the farces which 
drove us to carry them out, can 
we hope to create the possibil- 
ity of a society in which these 
actions do not occur again." 

IDs return to Newry appears 
to have been part of a person- 
al odyssey undertaken to grap- 
ple with his conscience and 
come to terms with his past 
This led him not to introspec- 
tion but to broadcast his 
thoughts and contribute long 
articles to newspapers. 

In 1998 he accepted pay- 
ment from the Sunday Times 
for appearing as a witness in a 
libel case in Dublin. He told tbe 
court that the plaintiff was a se- 
nior member of the IRA. His 
high profile in the media con- 
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Eamon Coflins: i ‘By exposing myself to the anger of my former comrades ... I wanted to show it Is passible to become a different person? Alan Lewis 

tinued despite intimidation 
which included being struck by 
a car in a hit-and-run incident 
and a serious fire at the fami- 
ly home he was renovating. 

Last year, he said he was 
leaving Newry with bis wife 
and children, but at another 
level it seems he wished to stay 
and continue his intense self- 
analysis. He asked at tbe time, 
with terrible prescience: 

“What’s the next stage? Does 
my house get burnt? Do I get 
executed on the street?" 


Flynn failed to explain 
property dealer’s gift 


EC COMMISSIONER Padraig 
Flynn suffered a potentially 
fatal blow to his career last 
night when it was revealed he 
war. asked three months ago by 
V .cna Fail, the main Irish 
Government party to explain a 
gift of 1RS50.000 from a property 
developer, but failed to reply 

Irish Prime Minister Bertie 
Ahem yesterday sought to dis- 
tance himself from Mr Flynn, a 
farmer cabinet colleague and 
EC social affairs commission 
er. as the row threatened to 
damage Ireland's coalition gov- 
ernment. 

Mr .Ahem declared: "We 
have no desire to hide dirk se- 


By alan Murdoch 
in Dublin 

crcLs from the past. Neither the 
government nor the Fianna 
Fad party have any jurisdiction 
over the European Commis- 
sioner.” 

The cash gift was allegedly 
given to Mr Flynn when Sligo - 
bom businessman Tom 
Giimartin was promoting a 
major Dublin property devel- 
opment in 1989 when Mr Flynn 
was Irish environment minister 
and joint FF treasurer 

Mr Ahem revealed that in a 
letter to Mr Flynn dated Octo- 
bers. Fiona Fail's general sec- 


retaiy Martin Mactin asked if 
he received the £50.000, if it was 
for the party; whether he had 
passed it to any party officer, 
and if so when and if any receipt 
was given. 

Mr Ahern's inquiries had 
established separately that the 
cash never reached party head- 
quarters, he told the Dail. Mr 
Flynn has so far not replied. 

The revelation that the Com- 
missioner, first appointed in 
January 1993. has not been 
able to dear up the matter 
with his own part}' sunk hopes 
he had of being reappointed 
when his term in Brussels ends 
in June, and will add pressure 


on him to quit earlier. Mr Ftyim, 
59, has said he wQl make no fur- 
ther statement on the £50.000, 
but will co-operate with a 
Dublin judicial inquiry under 
Mr Justice Flood, currently in- 
vestigating alleged planning 
corruption. 

The Commissioner has only 
made only qualified denials 
about the affine saying: “I never 
took money from anybody to do 
political favours in so Gar as 
planning is concerned." 

In an Irish television inter- 
view a fortnight ago. Mr Flynn 
claimed Mr Giimartin, 61. and 
his wife were sit*. He with- 
drew tbe remarks later. 
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Top award for 
‘Independent’ 
photographer 

DAVID HOSE, a staff photographer at The 
ludept~idcr.', has won a top award for a 
series of pictures he took during the 
stand-oiT last year between police and 
foyalisi-s at Drumcrcc in Northern Ireland. 
. rrse’s collection won the The Fhji 
Portfolio (single story 1 Award in the 1M3 
Picture Editors Awards, judged by 40 
picture editors from national and regional 
newspapers in the VK and Ireland His 
eight images included a photograph 
i right* of a Catholic church firebombed by 
loyalists 


Father David Delargy surveying the charred remains of his church 
after an attack by loyalists 
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YEMENI SECURITY forces 
arrested three more Britons 
yesterday, one of whom is the 
son of Abu Hamza al-Masri, the 
militant Islamic cleric from 
Finsbury Park. The Interior 
Ministry claimed that the three 
were linked to the five other 
Britons and one Algerian, 
whose trial on charges of plan- 
ning a bombing campaign in the 
city opened yesterday. 

The government said the 
three men were among six 
fugitives who had been hunted 
down and surrounded in the 
Skabwa mountains in eastern 
Yemen on Tuesday. 

They finally surrendered to 
security forces yesterday in a 
dramatic development that 
coincided almost precisely with 
the opening of the trial. 

The government alleged 
that the new detainees belong 


By Patrick cockburn 
in Aden 

to the same group as the five 
Britons and one Algerian in 
court. Of the other people 
detained yesterday, two were 
Algerian and one Yemeni The 
two other Britons were named 
by Yemeni authorities as Shaz 
Nabi and Ayyad Hussein. 

The V™ni gnvp m ment has 

been searching the country for 
Mohammed Mustapha Kamil, 
Mr Masri's 17-year- old son, 
ever since the British group 
was arrested in Aden last 
month. Yemen is demanding 
the extradition of Mr Masri 
from Britain on terrorism 
charges, seeing him as the 
mastermind behind a plot to 
bomb hotels, a church and the 
British consulate in Aden. 

It also believes that Mr 






Malik Nasser Barbara, aged 26, one of five Britons on trial in Yemen for alleged terrorism, being led into court in Aden yesterday 


Masri was involved in the kid- 
nap of 16 foreign tourists in 
Yemen last month, which led to 
the killing of three Britons and 
an Australian. 

The trial opened with rau- 
cous courtroom scenes in 
which the accused shouted that 
they had been repeatedly tor- 
tured after their arrest in two 
downtown hotels in Aden on 24 


December. “They have been 
treating us like animals ," 
shouted Sazuad Ahmed, a 21- 
year-old student from Kingston 
University, rolling up the 
sleeves of his shirt to show dark 
bruises on both arms as be 
entered the dock, “like ani- 
mals,'' he repeated. 

He and the other four 
Britons - Ghulam Hussein, 25, 


Mohsin Ghalain, 18, Shahid 
Butt, 33, and Malik Nasser 
Harhra, 26, -along with James 
Patrick Luovres, 30, an Alger- 
ian living in France, held an 
impromptu press conference 
with reporters in the moments 
before the judge entered the 
courtroom overlooking Aden's 
seashore. 

Mr Ghalain, a student living 
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in Shepherd’s Bush, said: “FOr 
the first five days they wouldn't 
let us sleep. They battered us 
until we woke up.” He said he 
was sexually abused. Mr 
Luovres, who sought political 
asylum from Algeria in France, 
said: “They made me sit on a 
bottle of Coca-Cola." 

Ail the men looked appre- 
hensive, but contemptuous of 
the proceedings as the prose- 
cutor read out the charges in 
Arabic, which were haltingly 
rendered into English by an 
elderly translator Of the 
Britons, only Mr Harhra. a stu- 
dent at London University, said 
he spoke some Arabic, but not 
very well. When the other 
defendants looked perplexed as 
the translator stumbled over a 
word, Mir Harhra grimaced and 
told them: “They just said we 
could be executed." 

Before the trial was 
acgourned for three days so that 
the defence could conkder the 
detailed charges, the prosecu- 
tion said its case rested on the 
confessions of the accused, 
explosives found in their pos- 


session and three Yemeni wit- 
nesses. The accused all 
pleaded not guilty and said 
that their confessions bad been 
extracted under torture. 

Before the beginning of the 
trial an official entered the 
court carrying four hold-alls. 
From these he took five large, 
brown-coloured Russian-made 
plastic anti-tankmtnes, slabs of 
TNT with fuses, as well as 
computers and mobile phones 
which he placed neatly on a 
table in front of the judge. 

The prosecution case is that 
Mr Harhra, who is of Yemeni 
origin, first entered Yemen last 
July to arrange for the others 
to follow him in December 
They did so on 19 December 
and checked into the al-Wafa 
Hotel in Aden before moving to 
a villa. They that travelled to 
Shabwa province east of Aden 
for military training. Later Mr 
Ghalain and Mr Harhra met 
Abu ffassan, the leader of the 
group which later kidnapped 
the tourists, andwere given mil- 
itary equipment by him. 

The prosecution also 


Paul Grover 


charged the men with belong- 1 
ing to Mr Masri's group, the 
Supporters of the Sharia, 
“which exports terrorism to 
other countries". The defence 
lawyer Badr B as unaid imme- 
diately protested, saying: “Abu . 
Hamza is not on trial. He is 
nothing to do with this case " 

After the charges were read 
all the defendants stood up to 

deny them. As the men were led 
out of the dock down a narrow 
stairs they shouted ‘bogus 
charges" and “kangaroo court". 
The judge said they should be 
examined by a doctor, moved to 
another prison and could see 
their families. 

The Yemeni government is 
suspicious of the fact that one 
of the defendants, Mohsin Gha- 
lain, is Mr Masri's stepson, 
and a second defendant Mr-. 
Luovres is engaged to Mr 
Masri’s sister-in-law Suzanne. 

Together with Mr Masri's 
son who was arrested yesterr 
day, three of the eight British 
prisoners now being heki in'- 
Yemen havea famSyUrik to the 
controversial dene. 
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Watch all the channels with Sky World and 
Sky Family Package free for 30 days. 
Subscribe now, offer ends 14th February 1999 



When you subscribe to SkyDigital for 12 months 


or buy 


Rent your Digibox for only £2 per week 
or buy it for just £199-99* 

(when you agree to have your phone line connected to your Digibox 
for 12 months from signing} 




SkyDigital programming 
highlights include: 


Three Premium movie channels 

• Hollywood's latest blockbusters including 
Men in Black and L.A. Confidential 

Entertainment programmes 

• Sky One (Friends, ER, The Simpsons) 

• Paramount Comedy Channel (Cheers. 
Frasier, Seinfeld) 

• UK Gold 

Great sports channels featuring: 

• Arsenal v Chelsea (January 31st) 

• Regular Premiership games 

• England v France at Wembley 

• Allied Dunbar Premiership Rugby Union 

• Tennis - ATP Tour 

• Golf from the European and American 
circuits 

• Monthly subscription packages from only 
£6*99 per month to £29*99 per month 

• Minimum subscription period 12 months 
plus a one-off connection fee of £30 




To order, call tree on 0800 28 1189 
Unes open 8am-8pm Non-Frl, Sam -6pm Sat 
orvUlt your local shop today 
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We make ft easier for you to have 
the things you want. 






Ex-SAS man hired to 
burn football stadium 



THE MAIN shareholder of a 
football club was convicted 
yesterday of hiring an ex-SAS 
solder to set fire to its stadium. 

Ken Ricbardsoa 61, a key fig- 
ure at Doncaster Rovers at 
the time of the 1995 arson at- 
tack, was described by the 
prosecution as a “devious man” 
who had joined the South York- 
shire dub because there were 
profits to be made. 

Roger Keen QC, for the 
prosecution, told Sheffield 
Crown Court that Richardson 
had offered a Newcastle private 
investigator. Alan Kristiansen, 
£10,000 to carryout the attack 
at the Belle Vue ground. 

The fanner S AS man and his 
accomplices sprayed petrol 
under the main stand and set it 
alight The fire caused £100,000 


BY MARK WILKINSON 

damage to the stand and almost 
put the dub out of business. 

The nightafter the fire, Kris- 
tiansen left a message on 
Richardson's telephone an- 
swering machine, saying: “Hie 
job's been done ” 

Richardson, from Douglas on 
the Isle of Man. denied any in- 
volvement but was convicted of 
conspiracy to commit criminal 
damage by fire after a two- 
week triaL 

Judge Peter Baker QC 
warned Richardson, whose in- 
volvement with Doncaster 
Rovers ended last year when 
the club was relegated into the 
Football Conference that he 
could expect a custodial sen- 
tence. “Thus is a most serious 


offence, albeit an unusual one. 
But there's no doubt what the 
sentence will be - it’s just a 
question of its length," he said 
The sentencing was ad- 
journed until a date to be 
arranged Richardson was re- 
manded in custody pending a 
bail application. 

Kristiansen was arrested 
after police found his mobile 
phone which had been left at 
the scene of the fire. 

The private investigator; who 
was the prosecution's main 
witness, has already pleaded 
guilty and is awaiting sentence. 

Mr Keen claimed Richard- 
son had plotted the fire for fi- 
nancial gain and described the 
evidence he gave in court as 
“the worst concoction of waffle, 
piffle and flannel" he had heard 




in Brief 

Witness fails to identify Sarwar 

A PROSECUTION witness in the trial of the Labour MP 
Mohammed Sarwar at the High Court in Edinburgh 
yesterday drew back from a statement she gave police 
that he persuaded her to sign a falsified voter registration 
form. Shadia Hussain said she could not identify the man. 
Mr Sarwar denies the charges. The case continues. 

Clothing gets boy, 10, arrested 

A BRITISH boy. 10. was arrested by Barbados airport offi- 
cials for wearing trendy camouflage clothing from Marks 
& Spencer. Ted Hills from Greater Manchester was held 
briefly because it is illegal for anyone to wear camouflage 
except the Barbados military. His mother Pat said: "fed’s 
soldier mad so I'm just glad he didn't have his toy gun.” 

Channel 5 reprimands watchdog 

CHANNEL 5 has criticised the Broadcasting Standards 
Commission after being censured for showing late-night 
erotic films. The channel said the commission had 
created a new rule that sex should not be broadcast on 
free- to -air channels “for its own sake". 

Roof collapses on dome building 

THE NEW roof on the Montreal stadium built for the 197a 
Olympic Games, and made in the same material as the 
Millennium Dome, collapsed in a snowstorm, injuring five 
people. Dome officials deny that it could happen here as 
Greenwich does not get as much snow as Montreal. 

Microwave crisps gel fan arrested 

A FOOTBALL fan was arrested after filling a motorway 
service station in Bowburn, Co Durham, with smoke in an 
attempt to microwave a packet of crisps. The incident 
happened as the Leicester City fan, 42, was travelling 
home from Tuesday's cup tie at Sunderland. 


Accused 

woman 

‘acting’ 

A MEMBER of an amateur dra- 
matic society appeared to be 
“acting” when she collapsed 
after bludgeoning and stab- 
bing her lover’s wife to death, 
a court was told yesterday. 

Jenny Cupit, 24, from War- 
rington, Cheshire, a former 
hairfressec has pleaded not 
guilty to murdering Kathryn 
Lmalrer, a 33-year-old deputy 
head teachei; who died at her 
home, also in Warrington, on 17 
April last year. 

CnmFJFFJP Chester Crown 
Court yesterday heard a written 

statement from Kenneth Ftel- 
lowes, who has 20 years' service 

riL Regional 

Ambiance Service. He said: 
“The young girl dropped to the 

floor It was as if shewas acting.” 

AJ 2? il conducted a lft- 
mon th affair with Mrs Lineker's 
husband Chris. 

; Jh C,J '? al ¥ rsmetMrs cupit 
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The trial continues today 






VI 


11 mu.,< in hi.i 'MPW 







) Jl t> )&£> ( 

WITT* n '"i nr i imax 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Thursday 28 January 1999 


HOME NEWS/5 



it T^V-t* 




is 



Chipperfield 
convicted in 
cruelty case 


MARY CHIPPERFIELD, a mem- 
ber of the most famous circus 
family in the world, was con- 
victed of 12 counts of cruelty to 
a baby chimpanzee. 

Animal-rights campaigners 
were jubilant at winning the 
first circus cruelty case brought 
to court and pledged to contin- 
ue their fight to ban animal cir- 
cuses. Jan Creamer, of Animal 
Defenders, who co-ordinated 
the investigation into Chipper- 
field and her husband, Roger 
Cawley, said they would take 
their evidence to the Govern- 
ment “This is the beginning of 
the end for animal circuses. 
When the public realises the ap- 
palling conditions these ani- 
mals have to live in, they wifl not 
want to go to the circus.’’ 

Andover magistrates' court 
was shown video evidence of 
Chipperfield beating Urudy, an 
18-month-old chimp, with a rid- 
. ^ ing crop. She also kicked it in 
:1 ’■■■* the back, the court heard. At 
jjme point she took away its only 
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r toy. saying “You can bloody 
crv M , as Trudy sobbed. 

Chipperfield denied cruelty 
and told the court “I don’t re- 
gret anything. I haven’t done 
anything abusive to harm any 
of my animals." 


Bv Kate Watson -Smyth 

Cawley, a licensed zoo In- 
spector, was also convicted of 
one count of cruelty to a sick 
elephant. The couple were ac- 
quitted of six counts each of per- 
mitting unnecessary suffering 
to elephants and Chipperfield 
was cleared of a further three 
counts of cruelty to camels. 

Anne Rafferty. QC, who de- 
fended the couple, said Chip- 
perfield would be applying to 
have the chimp, which has 
been living with a family in 
Dorset, returned. Yesterday’s 
conviction followed an under- 
cover investigation by Animal 
Defenders, an animal-rights 
group which did a study of the 
treatment of animals in cir- 
cuses and training centres. 

The inquiry began when a 
young man calling himself 
Spike arrived at Chipperfieid's 
farm near Andover, Hampshire. 
The farm has no connection 
with Chipperfield Circus. 

Chipperfield employed him 
as a “beastman", looking after 
tag cats. A week later “Anne" ar- 
rived. claiming to be a friend of 
Spike. She told Chipperfield 
she was homeless and would 
work for nothing, for lodging in 


a bungalow on the farm. Spike 
lived in his camper van, earn- 
ing £10 a day. Pleased at the 
thought of getting two for the 
price of one, Chipperfield 
agreed. But the young couple, 
who did not socialise with the 
rest of the workers, were un- 
dercover investigators. 

Terry Stocker and Rachel 
White spent four months on the 
form. On the surface they were 
a hard-working couple, looking 
after big cats, llamas and chim- 
panzees. But in the evening, de- 
dining offers of a drink from the 
rest of the staff, they returned 
to their digs and, in covert 
phone calls to head office, re- 
ported what they had seem 

They also installed cameras 
in cages and wore cameras 
disguised to look like buttons. 
The film was edited into a 21- 
minute version used as evi- 
dence in the trial. 

It took four months to obtain 
the evidence, after which Ms 
Creamer ordered the couple to 
pull out “They were exhaust- 
ed by the strain of living under 
cover for so long and not being 
able to see their family and 
friends,” she said. 

The case was adjourned to 
April for sentencing. 


Roger Moore sues TV firm 


*- s THE FORMER James Bond 
actor Roger Moor is suing a 
television company over the 
y- -J|hts to his Seventies TV se- 
-'C- ries The Persuaders. 

- Moore, who played urbane 
: Lord Brett Sinclair opposite 
- ' Tony Curtis In the series, 
^ launched a legal claim this 
‘ir week for up to £100,000 against 
ITC Entertainment Group, a 
subsidiary of Polygram. 

The film star; who lives in 
. Switzerland, claims he signed 
a deal with ITC in 1970 overthe 
UK rights to The Persuaders as 
well as his Sixties cult hit series 


BV JOHN WlLLCOCK 

The Saint. Under this agree- 
ment ITC could rerun all 24 
episodes of The Persuaders in 
the UK up to three times. After 
that it would have to negotiate 
a new deal A similar agree- 
ment was made over The Saint, 
Moore says. 

Yfears passed and the two se- 
ries gained a cult following for 
thdr inadvertent camp humouc 

In February 1998. ITC wrote 
to Moore, asking whether it 
could reshow The Saint and 
The Persuaders on Granada 


Sky Broadcasting, a joint ven- 
ture between Granada and Ru- 
pert Murdoch's BSkyB. ITC 
was now owned by Polygram. 

Moore alleges ITC made a 
deal to reshow The Saint for 
£100,000, but also included The 
Persuaders in the deal without 
his consent, and without any 
extra payment GSkyB started 
showing reruns of The Per- 
suaders from August The 
actor's lawyers say he would 
have sought a fee of £100,000. 

A spokeswoman for Poly- 
gram said: “We have no com- 
ment to make at this stage." 



Members of the Pina Rausch dance company, who appeared at Sadler's Wells last night in their first London 
performance in 17 years Laurie Lewis 


Spandau 
Ballet 
battle 
over fees 

by Louise Jury 


•TO CUT A LONG Story Shorf, 
as their very first single put it, 
the New Romantics have fallen 
out of love. 

At the High Court in London 
yesterday; the pop star Gary 
Kemp, 38, sat grim-faced as 
three former colleagues from 
Spandau Ballet, one of the hit 
bands of the Eighties, claimed 
he had done them wrong. 

Tbny Hadley vocals. 39, John 
Keeble, drums, 39, and Steve 
Norman, lead guitar and sax, 
38, are embroiled in a bitter dis- 
pute over royalty cheques. 

The members of Spandau 
Ballet were teenage friends 
who did their first concert 
under the unlikely name of The 
Roots while at school in Isling- 
toa north London. As The 
Roots they never made it but 
renamed Spandau Ballet, they 
became "a sensation”. 

“It seems to me an inspired 
name,” the Judge, Mr Justice 
Park, said, in a brave attempt 
to show the judiciary’s common 
touch. “A wonderful name”. 

From the start, Gary Kemp 
(his brother Martin, another 
Spandau star, who is now in 
BBC's EastEnders is not in- 
volved in the case) wrote the 
lyrics and the music. Fix* this he 
received half the publishing 
royalties, and gave the other 
half to the rest of the band. 

But where the dispute has 
arisen is whether this was a 
“gesture of pure generosity”, as 
band manager Steve Dagger 
saw it, or whether it was, as the 
other members agreed, their 
share. They have received no 
p ublishing royalties since 1988. 

Andrew Sutcliffe, for the 
three plaintiffs, said they con- 
tributed to the songs but the 
band was more than just music 
anyway. “The band's look was 
crucial to selling the band's 
songs,” he said 
No figures were put before 
the court as to what the plain- 
tiffs might hope to gain, 
although Mr Kemp is believed' 
to have made millions and he 
dearly intends to keep them. 

In a statement issued out- 
side the court, he said “It has 
besmirched the history of the 
band I was proud of." 

The case continues. 
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Introducing low-cost term 
assurance from Legal & GeneraL 

Wouldn’t it make sense to pay for life 
assurance only when you really need it? 
When your children are growing up, for 
example. Now you can, with the 
Legal & General Family Protection Plan. 

For just 2 Op" a day (subject to 
individual details), the lump sum is paid 
should you die during the term of 
the policy. For that premium. 


a non-smoking man aged 30 could get 
£53,200 of cover for 15 years. 

Bur the real advantage is you choose the 
term of the policy and the amount of cover 
you require or the monthly contribution 
that suits you. 

So if you’d prefer life assurance that isn’t 
a lifetime commitment, call O50O 33 66 66 
or send for your personal, no-obligation 
quote today. 

"Equivalent to £6.08 a rootnb. 
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malpractice 


Fairness at Work Bill: New legislation to protect employees against wrongful dismissal for exposing ^ 

Cash backing 



for staff who 


blow whistle 


Stanley Adams 


Paul van Buitenen 


Stephen bolsin 


Ian Hopkins 


He helped to uncover price- fixing by 
his employer. Hoffman La Roche, a 
Swiss-based multinational drugs 
company, in 1973. His anonymous 
testimony led to Roche being fined 
£215.000 by the European Court. 
He was charged under Swiss law 
with giving away economic secrets 
to a foreign power, bailed, and fled 
to England. The EC later awarded 
him compensation. 


A Dutch auditor working for the 
European Commission, he claimed 
earlier this month that Brussels has 
covered up huge multi-million pound 
frauds and blocked inquiries into 
financial irregularities involving huge 
sums of taxpayers' money. He was 
suspended for four months on halF 
pay for allegedly breaking 
commission rules by handing over 
the information. 


Dr Stephen Bolsin exposed high 
mortality rates among babies who 
received heart operations at Bristol 
Royal Infirmary. Out of 53 babies 
operated on by two doctors 
between 1988 and 1995, 29 died 
and four suffered brain damage. 
Surgeons James Wisheart and 
Janardan Dhasmana were found 
guilty oF serious misconduct. Dr 
Bolsin emigrated to Australia. 


The head of treasury and risk at 
Barings at the time of the bank's 
collapse in 1995. when Nick Leeson. 
the Singapore-based trader, ran up 
losses of more than £8 00m through 
unauthorised trading, told the 
Commons Treasury select committee 
investigation into the affair in 1996 
that his attempts to warn more 
senior executives about potential 
problems had gone unheeded. 


WORKERS sacked for dis- 
closing corruption or life- 
threatening practices by their 
employer will qualify for un- 
limited compensation 

under a “whistleblower's char- 
ter” to be announced by the 
Government 

Stephen Byers, Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry; 
has decided to exempt whistle- 
blowers from a new ceilin g on 
payments to people who have 
been unfairly dismissed. The 
maxim um compensation for 
other workers will rise from 
£12,000 to £50,000 under the 


BY ANDREW GRICE 
political Editor 





supplier can 


tick all the boxes. 


7 BTs ISDN allows you to send and receive large amounts 
of information via your PC in seconds. 


[71 BT is committed to saving your business money - we’ve 
cut call prices 13 times in the last two years. 


[7| In business we know efficiency is vital, thate why we have 
53,000 engineers working around the clock to ensure oar 
quality of service is second to none 


[71 We were.the first communications supplier in the UK to 
provide a Customer Service Guarantee scheme which offers 
compensation if we miss an appointment for installation 
or repair. 


[71 We’ve invested £27 billion in our network over the last 
14 years. Not only does that mean we offer a reliable 
service today but we’ll be capable of coping with the 
technology of tomorrow. 


|71 BT has business account managers who can speak to many 
of our ethnic customers in their own language. 


[71 We ensure that 99.82% of all the calls we handle get 
through successfully, and we're constantly working to 
improve this figure. 


|7[ BT spends £280 million every year on research and 
development in the UK, as part of our commitment to bring 
customers innovative products and sendees. 


[7| With BTs per second pricing, you only pay for the time 
you talk (minimum charge 5p per call). 


|7! With 4,000 products in our UK portfolio, our business 
team provide a one-stop shop for every communications 
need, from telephone lines to complex data solutions. 


|7! Whatever size your enterprise - from small startup to 
global conglomerate - we have products, services and 
discount packages to suit your individual needs. 


|7| BT has a range of business discount plans which can save 
vou monev whenever vou call. 


»7[ BT tests millions of lines every night to make sure they're 
in good working order. 


71 BT Contract Rentals allow your business to benefit from 
using the most advanced products whilst enabling you to 
spread the costs over time. 


7 BTs call charging accuracy has British Approvals Board 
for Telecommunications approval. 


7 With 140,000 BT payphones from Lands End to John 
O’Groats, you can keep in touch whenever you’re on 
the move. 


No wonder thousands of businesses come back to BT every month. 


Some telecoms companies can offer you some of these things. But only BT can offer all of them. In fact in a recent FORTUNE*’ magazine 
survey* of the worlds most admired telecoms companies, BT ranked the highest in Europe. To find out more about these and the many 
other reasons why businesses large and small are choosing to be with BT, call Fr eefime 0800 800 800 or visit us at www.bt.com 
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f air ness at Work Bill, extend- 
ing workplace rights, which is 
to be published today. 

Mr Byers has decided that 
employees who expose mal- 
practice deserve more protec- 
tion than other staff. “We are 
talking about brave people who 
risk their entire careers by 
speaking out," a government 
source said last night 

The move will allow em- 
ployment tribunals to order 
companies to pay unlimited 
compensation to a whistle- 
blower who acts in the public 
interest Ministers hope this 
will encourage workers to 
speak out 

The decision represents a 
U-turn by the Government 
which had previously rejected 
Tory demands to remove the 
“cap” on the payments to try to 
highly paid employees 
more Etely to rev^l corruption. 

Mr Byers will announce 
shortly that the Public Interest 
Disclosure Act which was 
passed by Parliament last yeai; 
wffl take effect in March. It was 
introduced as a private mem- 
ber’s BQl by Richard Shep- 
herd, a Tory backbencher; but 

mm the Gfroe r n TtimiP s harking 

The measure will protect 
workers from recriminations by 
their employers when, acting in 


Murdoch may 
not like Bill 


THE GOVERNMENT has de- 
cided to risk the wrath of Ru- 
pert Murdoch in a key clause of 
the “fairness at work” BEL 

Ministers have decided em- 
ployees will have the power to 

5**rqp ypaTiagpmpnfc ^pnnsnrpd 

staff associations in favour of in- 
dependent unions. The Inde- 
pendent understands. 

This dause could mean the 
end of Mr Murdoch's ambi- 
tions to encourage an in-house 
employees' organisation at the 
Wapping newspaper plant 

Senior Labour Party sources 
believe the association envis- 
aged by the newspaper mag- 
nate for his News International 
employees would fail to win the 
approval of the official Certifi- 
cation Officer; who is the arbiter 
of union independence. 

The “anti-Murdoch” dause 
is another indication that the 
Government is prepared to 
take on the tycoon where nec- 
essary. The Prime Minister al- 
ready believes the Government 
might have tp live with Mr 
Murdoch’s Euroscepticism and 
not allow it to influence policy. 

Tbday’s Bill envisages a 
whole range of new rights for 
employees on such issues as 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


parental leave and will also in- 
dude clauses on compulsory 
union recognition. 

Under proposals in the Bill, 
which Mr Murdoch and other 
newspaper companies at- 
tempted to delay, employees 
will be able to trigger a ballot 
on file continued existence of 
what the Labour movement 
would call a “sweetheart" 
union. If 40 per cent of the 
workforce support abolition, 
then it will be scrapped. 

Employees could then hold 
a vote on the recognition of an 
outside organisation, with the 
same level of support required 
for it to win bargaining rights. 
Automatic recognition will nor- 
mally awarded to unions with 
50 per cent membership. 

A spokeswoman for News In- 
ternational, which owns The 
Times. The Sunday Times f 
The Sun and the News of the 
World, was sceptical that out- 
side unions would win bar- 
gaining rights, although a 
survey was said to show that 37 
per cent of the employees want- 
ed “third party representation". 


Microchip could 
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good faith and in the public in- 
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including agency workers and 
homeworkers, though not to, 
self-employed professionals 
such as accountants ana vol- 
untary workers or in the police, 
the armed forces and the se- 
curity services. 

Fbr disclosures to be pro- 
tected, the worker making 
them will need to have a “rea- 
sonable belief' that a crime or 
miscarriage of justice had 
taken place or was lifeefy to take 
place, or that a legal obligation 
was likely to be infringed. 

In cases of “exceptionally se- 
rious failure" there would be no 
requirement for a worker to 
raised the concern internally 
before passing information to a 
third party such as the media. 

The Institute of Directors 
haw suggested that a whistle- 
blower has a more than a four- 
in-five chance of being sacked 
if he or she is identified Ftew 
whistleblowers have the money 
or the stamina to fight wrong- 
ful dismissal before an indus- 
trial tribunal alone. Even in 
successful cases, pay-outs have 
been derisory and whistle- 
blowers left blacklisted. 

Analysts have estimated 
that fraud alone may cost 
British companies about £15bn 
a year - 5 per cent of turnover: 


* 
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replace medicine 


it 


AMERICAN SCIENTISTS are 
developing a “smart" tablet - a 
microchip packed with drugs 
rather than data - to replace 
painful injections, bulky pills 
and foul-tasting medicines. 

It might even lead to “smeU- 
o-vision": the chip could be in- 
structed, via a television signal, 
to release particular scents. 

Scientists say the “pharma- 
cy on a chip" could be swal- 
lowed or implanted under the 
skin, and programmed to re- 
lease minute amounts of drugs 
at precisely defined times. 

The system, being devel- 
oped at the Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology in Boston, 

pnillri ho i ranlihi 


BY Charles Arthur 

Technology Editor 


rea ^J°t two patents on its 

work The prototype could one : : 

y be used to deliver p ain re_ : A . 

kef or cancer drugs, in medical “ 

thagnostic tests, or in any ca- 
Paafy to deliver one or more 

™® n *Kal compounds in specific 
amounts at specified timeT^ 

T:?® ^Stoical compounds 
emitted would not be limited to 

scSiS could ^ off 
scents, whfle a tNmieinn.K n i..j 


tetevision-imked 
ojeoufgt offer sah-air smells 
™en pictures of nramc 



^ ausm , “Thi * i r ii. , saruens. 

could be a reality within years, ^ 

“It’s a drug delivery system but one day 

it onuid ho iieoti *•„» Z. — lus_ _ r* ose things possible" Dr 

Lanpv-r « . ! 1 


it could be used for anything,’ 
said Dr Robert Langer, one of 

the three-man team that has a)- 


David Aaronovitch 

i was shocked by the 
attitu de ofsomT of 
the hospital’s workers 
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No business is too small for a great processor. 


Great performance at an exceptional value. 

Your business has specific computing needs and Intel technology offers the right solution to give you a 
competitive edge. The Intel® Celeron™ processor provides pure Intel technology, quality, and reliability at 
a great value for your business needs. Based on the same micro-architecture as the Intel Pentium®! I 
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processor, Intel's Celeron processor runs today’s broad range of business software and 
opens your business to the Internet. The Intel Celeron processor: proven technology to keep you 


ahead. To learn more, contact your local PC supplier or visit us on the Web. ►www.intel.co.uk 
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Opposition leader expends ammunition on single issue 


THE PHRASE “within the last few 
hours" always gives a little frisson 
to proceedings in the House, not 
only by its promise of urgency- but 
because it holds out the tantalising 
possibility that we are going to be 
told something we don’t already 
know. Mr Hague used it to good ef- 
fect in his first question to the 
Prime Minister yesterday, ending 
a list of attacks in Northern Ireland 
with the murder of Eamon Collins 
and so rather grimly injecting fresh 
blood into his call for a halt to the 
eariv release of terrorist prisoners, 
rm sure Mr Hague would gladly 
have done without the topical foot- 


note but in truth every atrocity since 
last Wednesday has helped pre- 
serve him from accusations of re- 
dundant repetition. Because this 
was the second week in which Mr 
Hague had selected this topic as the 
theme of his questions and the 
second week in which he had de- 
voted all bis ammunition to the one 
issue. Which either means he be- 
lieves he has found a genuine weak 
spot in the Government’s perfor- 
mance or that there's absolutely 
nothing else he feels confident 
about raising. It is, 1 thiol; the for- 
mer but that only amplifies the 
question of whether this particular 


weak spot should be in play at alL 
For the Labour Party there is 
something irresponsible about Mr 
Hague's persistent prodding. They 
see him as a man faying to find out 
how far he can press his forefinger 
into a baby’s fbntanelle, that soft 
divot in the skull where the bones 
have not quite knitted. It’s easy to 
do this and it looks quite dramatic 
but you have to be careful you 
don’t actually kill the baby. Fbr 
Labour the Good Friday Agreement 
is a cherished infant that will not 
easily survive such treatment Fbr 
the Tories, the Prime Minister’s re- 
fusal to consider hatting the release 


THE SKETCH 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 

of terrorist prisoners is a fatal in- 
dulgence, rather than the protection 
of a delicate child. They are per- 


fectly entitled to point out that the 
baby’s head is an odd shape, they 
say and that pressure must be ap- 
plied to correct it Both positions 
were elaborated last week butyes- 
terday the difference of opinion 
was a little hotter in manner; the 
mutual accusations less guarded. 

“I don’t doubt that the Leader of 
the Opposition is well-intentioned 
on this," said Mr Blair “but I do be- 
lieve he’s been dragged along by 
others who aren’t” He jabbed his 
fing er sternly at the iH -di s ciplined 
bac kbench hounds he believed had 
tugged Mr Hague off-balance. 

Mr Blair has one very good ar- 


groent against the Conser^ 

Lition and several rather weak- ggL* issues. This can t help but 

Ses. Oddly he ^either whiney - * e 

on the latter than the formen of a g^ail bov who has i ta^a _ms 
summed the good argument up m o sm ^ qqW to ds the ge* 

a balanced soundbite; *Tt Jpytajj? ^ ^ | 0 t reciprocated - ^ 

imperfed. process and an impM^t ^Sving, as if every element of^v_ 

peace, but it is better than no on this crucial issue 

process and no peace." The ; weak- ^ bepennanentlyoff- 11 ™^ 

er arguments are those that m- Hoesfer better when he re- 

corporate statistics about tee year- . Opposition that it is be, 

on-year figures for punishment .-^who has to make such <fcf- 

beatings (.which, oddly, seem to how grave an 

suffi3ftatmenwhohavejusthad be -a brief statement 

their kneecaps reduced to puree erro ^ care against which 
mistake comfortfrom being part 2? is far less effective, 

nf « diminishing trend) or those that Tory 





[ague calls for 
alt to release 


prisoners 


THE PRIME Minister accused 
William Hague yesterday of 
being dragged along by those 
who wanted to wreck the Good 
Friday Agreement amid re- 
newed Tbry calls to halt the 
early release of terrorist pris- 
oners. While Tony Blair said he 
accepted that Mr Hague was 
raising the issue in good faith 
but warned that an -imper- 
fect" peace was better than 
“process and no peace at all". 

In the most heated ex- 
changes on Northern Ireland 
since Labour came into power, 
Mr Hague claimed there was 
abundant evidence to justify 
putting on hold the prisoner re- 
lease programme until contin- 
uing beatings and mutilations 
in die province stopped. 

The clashes, which took up 
more than 10 minutes of ques- 
tion time, came ahead of a Tory- 
led debate on the matter and put 
the biggest strain so far on the 
bipartisan peace approach. 

The Prime Minister repeat- 
edly w arned Mr Hague that to 
stop the prisoner release pro- 
gramme would bring to an end 
the peace accord and have “im- 
mense consequences" for ef- 
forts to prevent a return to the 


PRISONER RELEASES 

by Sarah Schaefer 
P olitical Reporter 

violence of the past. However. 
Mr Hague claimed that unless 
Mo Mowlam, the Northern Ire- 
land Secretary, used her power 
to stop the releases, “every 
single terrorist could be re- 
leased from prison without a 
single gun being given up". 

But Mr Blair, stressing Uiat 
Labour in Opposition had sup- 
ported the previous Tory Gov- 
ernment through difficulties in 
Northern Ireland, told the Tory 
leader: “True bipartisanship is 
not about talking about it it's 
about delivering it I do believe 
you are dragged along by some 
who do not wish the Good Fri- 
day Agreement welL. I do ques- 
tion the motives of some of 
them." 

Speaking of the “appalling 
punishment beatings", he 
added: ‘We can stop them al- 
together. That is true. We 
should do so in circumstances 
where we then declare the 
ceasefire no longer exists... I ac- 
cept that this is often and has 
to be an imperfect process and 
an imperfect peace, but it is bet- 


ter fhan do process and no 
peace at all." 

Mr Hague insisted that ac- 
cording to Families Against In- 
timidation and Terrot; whom he 
met earlier the number of such 
incidents had risen from 388 in 
1997 to more than 500 last year 
and was continuing to rise. 

Mr Hague said Ms Mowlam 
had said she would act if evi- 
dence was presented to her that 
paramilitary groups were re- 
turning to violence. “Much of 
that evidence is there." 

Later, opening the debate, 
Andrew Mackay. the Conserv- 
atives Northern Ireland 
spokesman, added that if the re- 
leases were stopped, the pres- 
sure would be on paramilitary 
Republican and Loyalist 
groups to “get the boys out". 
“They can turn the tap of vio- 
lence on and off to siat them- 
selves," he said. 

' The Ulster Unionist Party 
leader, David Tumble, said Ms 
Mowlam would have difficulty 
convincing anyone in Northern 
Ireland that she was not 
receiving intelligence indicating 
paramilitary organisations 
were involved in acts of 
violence. 
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The Secretary of State for Culture. Chris Smith <left> and the Secretary of State for Education, David Blunkett, failing to impress a pupil 
yesterday at the Heston Community School in Hounslow, west Loudon Neville Elder 

l|Jjlf| MPs to call for overhaul 
s lll® ; ' of EU aid to Third World 
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THE EUROPEAN Union's £4bn 
overseas aid budget should be 
radically overhauled to ensure 
that funds go to the world's 
poorest countries rather than 
to Arab states with appalling 
human rights records. MPs 
will urge tomorrow. 

In a scathing report on the 
current system, the Commons 
International Development 
Select Committee will call for 
a “refocusing" of the EU's pri- 
orities to restore credibility to 
its aid programme. 

One third of the UK’s total 
overseas aid. equivalent to 
£S30ra, is spent through tee EU 
and the MPs will today call for 

UESTIONS 


AND 


ANSWERS 


Welsh battles 

SECRETARY OF State for 
Wales, Alun Michael, said 
Labour was "delivering" 
on its pledges, after Plaid 
Cymru’s Ieuan Jones 
asked: “When will the 
leadership battle end so 
we can we get on to the 
real policies?" 

Fathers’ rights 

UNMARRIED FATHERS 
are to get parental rights 
if they register the birth 
jointly with the mother, 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Irvine of Lairg, said. 

Mining claims 

THOUSANDS OF former 
miners pursuing court 
claims for work-related 
illnesses will receive 

compensation soon, the 

Prime Minister said. 

Fringe benefits 

NHS LEGISLATION could 

bring greater regulation 
of the complementary 
medicine professions, the 
Health minister Baroness 
Havman said. 


DEVELOPMENT 

BY Paul Waugh 
P olitical Correspondent 

a revision of its direction and 
day-to-day running. 

The Secretary of State for 
International Development, 
Clare Short, is understood to be 
sympathetic to the commit- 
tee’s concerns and is likely to 
insist on a freeze in UK contri- 
butions to the EU budget unl ess 
it adopts some of the proposals. 

MPs and ministers are furi- 
ous that funds have gone to 
some fairly wealthy states in the 
Arab world at the expense of 
much poorer states such as 


Ethiopia and Bangladesh. Hie 
MPs were horrified that 
Morocco, which is accused of 
human rights abuses in its 
illegal occupation of Western 
Sahara, comes out on top of the 
list of aid recipients. 

Morocco receives eight 
times more EU aid per head 
than Bangladesh and Ethiopia. 
In terms of European develop- 
ment aid per head in 1996, Jor- 
dan got £15.56 compared with 
53p for Ethiopia and 6p for 
India One member of the com- 
mittee said last night: “The 
strategic interests of some 
southern European states has 
meant that politics rather than 


Regions ‘owed’ 
Eurostar link 


poverty has dictated the aid 
budget An aid budget should be 
based on need." 

'Hie reasons fbr the shift 
away from those countries 
most obviously in need to those 
with political links to Europe 
should be made clear; the MPs 
will say. Most important of all 
tighter guidelines should exist 
to reassure the public that their 
money went to the very poor. 

The report will also detail 
severe shortcomings in the 
European Commission's 
administration of the aid bud- 
get For every £i allocated, 
about 27p remains unspent 
largely due to inefficiency. 

I The HOUSE 1 


THE HOUSE of Commons and 
the taxpayer were misled by 
promises of Eurostar services to 
connect Scotland, Wales and 
the English regions with Europe, 
a powerful cross-party commit- 
tee of MPs said yesterday. 

The regions were “cheat- 
ed" of direct links to Paris and 
Brussels that would have pro- 
vided enormous economic ben- 
efits. according to the hard- 
hitting report One MP said the 
report exposed a “catalogue of 
deceit and scandal". 

Seven regional trains were 
ordered at a cost of £I80m and 
£l40m was spent on clearing 
the necessary train paths. No 
service has ever run. 

The Commons Select Com- 
mittee on the Environment 
Transport and the Regions said 
in its report- “The regions have 
been cheated. The acquies- 
cence of members of Parlia- 
ment to the Channel TUnnel Act 
1987 depended on the provision 
of regional services." The gov- 
ernment review announced last 
month should be conducted 
“against the background of the 
promise of regional Eurostar 
services implicit in the Act". 


TRANSPORT 

By Philip Thornton 
' D ~ ans Port Correspondent 

British Rail unveiled plans in 
1989 to run day services from 
Manchester. Wolverhampton 
and Leeds and Edinburgh and 
sleeper services from Scot- 
land, Swansea and Plymouth. 

Gwyneth Dunwoody (Lab, 
Crewe and Nantwich), com- 
mittee chairwoman, told a 
"^ conference: “it is wrong 

Sh0uld tar! 
^led at the 

hmeoffieongmalBQlandibe- 

^ GovBTn ®* e nt has a 
t0 »“* 

Group, which bid un- 
successfully for the Eurostar 
business and is now prepared 
to operate regional services Jt 
its own risk, had told MPs its 
proposals would be profitable in 
three years. 

T hL I !? V «Poit recom- 
mended that the Government 
examines Virgin Group’s busi- 
ness plan, and also conduct its 
own research into the potential 
market, costs and revenues of 
regional Eurostar services 



‘ R ?«*car plan for 
H^-Commons 

A PROPOSAL to establish a 
second mini-Commons to 
hear backbench debates 
during the week is being 
studied The plan to create 
a main committee sitting 
alongside the existing 
Commons would be one of 

most radical reforms 

in Parliament's historv. It 

jrould probably be run 
initially in a trial. 

Today’s 

business 

Commons: Treasury 
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HOME NEWS/9 


Traders 

in revolt 
on food 
‘poll tax’ 


THE LAUNCH of the Govern- 
ment's long-awaited indepen- 
dent food standards watchdog 
was overshadowed last night by 
a dispute over a £90 “poll tax" 
to be levied on every food shop, 
cafe and restaurant. 

Small business leaders 
protested that comer shops 
and fast food places, such as 
kebab bars, will have to pay the 
same flat fee as supermarket gi- 
ants to fund the start-up costs 
of the Fbod Standards Agency. 

In all more than 500,000 out- 
lets will be affected but Frank 
Dobson, the Secretaiy of State 
for Health, dismissed the 
protests, saying: “Quite a few 
people who run kebab shops 
are going to require the ser- 
vices of the agency." 

Nick Brown, the Minister of 
Agriculture, said the £1.70 
weekly tax was no more than 
the price of a sandwich. The 
main supermarket chains - 
Tesco, Sainsbury, Safeway and 
Asda - broadly welcomed the 
draft proposals, which are open 
to consultation. 

But an intensive lobbying 
campaign was underway by the 


Bv Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

small businesses. The Associ- 
ation of Convenience Stores 
said that its members were al- 
ready struggling to compete 
with the big chains and anoth- 
er drain on their profits could 
lead to some going under. 

The tax will be coupled with 
the existing food premises li- 
censing system, but it will be 
made a criminal offence for food 
outlets not to register with 
local authorities and licensing 
may be extended to butcher's 
shops. Newsagents, selling 
ready -wrapped food such as 
crisps, will be excluded from the 
charge. An estimated 35,000 
outlets wall escape the levy, in- 
cluding mobile shops, and vil- 
lage fetes. 

Ministers are hoping the 
agency will help to restore con- 
sumer confidence in the Gov- 
ernment's handling of food 
standards, after the scandals 
and scares during the Tory 
years over BSE, CJD, salmo- 
nella in eggs and e-coti in meat 

It will have a wide-ranging 



Many shops like this one in Alvechurch. Hereford and Worcester, say they should not pay the same fee as supermarkets 


Andrew Fbx 


remit, from the farm to the high 
street and will be seen as the 
fulfilment of Labour's election 
promise to introduce an inde- 
pendent body to oversee food 
standards. 

The Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food wfli remain 
responsible for farm policy but 
the agency will have power to 


act where it affects public 
health across the whole food 
chain, including animal feeding 
stuffs, which were the cause of 
the BSE outbreak Mr Brown 
confirmed it will have a remit 
to cover the health risks raised 
by genetically modified organ- 
isms (GMOs). 

“It will certainly consider 


the health issues associated 
with GMOs. It will make reports 
to frank's department If there 
are agriculture issues as with 
crops, it will send its report to 
my department as well" Mr 
Brown said. 

The agency, which is to be 
based in London, will be free to 
publish its scientific finding^ . 


The Chief Medical Officer will 
report to the agency and the 
Department of Health, not the 
ministry. Liam Donaldson's re- 
port, which recommended 
keeping the ban on beef on the 
bone - exclusively revealed in 
The Independent - is being 
studied by Mr Brown and Mr 
Dobson but ministerial sources 


said they could not now over- 
ride the findings. 

The Health Secretary and 
the Minister of Agriculture ap- 
peared together as a public 
show of co-operation between 
the Department of Health and 
tbe ministry over the agency, 
after behind-the-scenes bat- 
tles on the proposals. 


School inspections lambasted by inspectors 


SCHOOL INSPECTIONS are 
being “dumbed down" because 
of budget cuts and poor man- 
agement by the Office for Stan- 
dards in Education, Ofcted’s 
inspectors said yesterday. 

They accused Ofsted and 
Chris Wbodhead, its head, of 
forcing thousands of talented in- 
spectors out of the system by 
squeezing budgets and in- 
creasing workloads. They told 
MPs schools were not getting 
the high-quality service they 
needed to raise standards. 


by ben Russell 

Education Correspondent 

Geoff Penzen director of one 
of the leading agencies supply- 
ing school inspectors, said in a 
submission that Ofsted's pofides 
“are leading to a haemorrhage 
of many of the best inspectors 
and a general ‘dumbing down' 
of the inspection process. It's a 
recipe for mediocrity." 

Individual school inspectors 
also joined the attack, accusing 
Ofsted of cutting the budget fix* 


inspections by half, forcing 
thousands of the best staff out 
of the system. 

The Commons Education 
Select Committee heard in- 
spection teams often had to 
meet in their hotel the night be- 
fore visiting a school to discuss 
their work In most cases, pres- 
sure of work meant inspectors 
could only spare five minutes to 
give a teacher feedback and ad- 
vice on their work. 

Inspectors and contractors 
said scrutiny of schools had in- 


creased since Ofsted was cre- 
ated. but that could be lost be- 
cause experienced staff were 
leaving for better-paid work. 

Inspectors are all freelance 
or agency staff who bid for Of- 
sted contracts to produce 
school reports. The pay of reg- 
istered inspectors, who lead 
Ofsted teams, has been cut 
from £5,000 per report to £2^00, 
inspectors say. But individual 
team members can get as lit- 
tle as £160 for each day they 
spend in a school a sum which 


covers expenses and “writing 
up" time as well as the school 
visit itself 

A survey by the Institute of 
Registered Inspectors of 
Schools found nearly 80 per 
cent thought pay rates were too 
low and “endanger the quality 
of inspections". Fifty-five per 
cent said the system of check- 
ing tbe quality of inspection re- 
ports was unsatisfactory. 

Andy Bars on, past president 
of the National Association of 
Educational Inspectors, Advi- 


sors and Consultants, said: 
“Schools are happy with the 
process, but the pressure on 
time is a problem for the team 
to do what is required and the 
end result is not of the quality 
required." 

The findings echo the re- 
peated complaints of teachers’ 
leaders who have praised in- 
spectors but attacked reports 
for inaccuracy and criticised Of- 
sted for demoralising teachers. 

Doug McAvoy, general sec- 
retary of the National Union of 


Tfeachers, said: “Mr Wbodhead 
surely wfll have difficulty ig- 
noring the criticisms of his own 
contractors, which reflect the 
critidsms of teachers. Hecan no 
longer dismiss the criticisms as 
self-interested and unfounded" 
An Ofeted spokesman said 
last night “If people leave, that’s 
fine. We are confident that we 
have enough inspectors and 
enough high-quality inspectors 
in tile system to maintain qual- 
ity and to push it up, as we are 
doing ail the time.” 


Judges 
reprieve 
death 
row men 

By unus gregoriadis 

TWO PRISONERS feeing the 
death penalty in Trinidad won 
a stay of execution yesterday 
after a landmark judgment in 
London. 

The Privy Council the final 
court of appeal for former 
colonies, decided that Darrin 
Thomas and Haniff Hilaire 
should not be hanged while 
their cases were being consid- 
ered by the Inter-American 
Commission on Human Rights. 

While the decision has been 
welcomed by human rights 
campaigners, it will be unpop- 
ular in Trinidad and other 
Caribbean countries where 
politicians support the death 
penalty as a way of curbing ris- 
ing crime rates. 

Thomas and Hilaire would 
have been the first men to be 
executed in Trinidad since Glen 
Ashby was hanged in 1994 as a 
stay of execution was being 
faxed from London. 

Saul Lehrfreund, a promi- 
nent human rights lawyer, wel- 
comed the judgment He said: 
'There is judicial recognition 
from the Privy Council that 
applications to international 
human rights tribunals should 
be folly determined before any 
execution takes place. The 
status of the Inter-American 
Commission and the Inter- 
American Court has been re- 
garded as a critical avenue of 
redress for violation of human 
rights." 

Thomas and Hilaire have 
been represented by lawyers 
from two London firms acting 
pro bono - Lovell White, Dur- 
rant and Simmons and Sim- 
mons. 

Thomas was convicted in 
1993 of murdering a taxi driver. 
Hilaire was sentenced to death 
in 1991 for the murder of the 
husband of his friend's lover. 

Trinidad and Tobago will 
withdraw from tbe Inter- 
American Commission on 
Human Rights in May. She- 
lagb Simmons, co-ordinator of 
Caribbean Justice, a group that 
campaigns for tbe abolition of 
the death penalty, said she 
feared that after May those on 
death row would not have any 
international remedy to hu- 
mans rights violations. 
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You got a much wanner response when you 
travel and command more respect in business, 
if you speak another language. It also helps 
greatly with school progress. 

But mamr people are put of! learning a language 
because they fear it takes too long, will be too 
difficult or bfuntfy, will be boring. 

Why? Because traditional methods have often 
put too much emphasis on pure reading and 
writing. The common complaint is u i can read a 
bit of French - but I can't speak it" 

Accelerated Learning is a very different method, 
based on Nobel Prize winning research. You 
leam the way you learned English - through a 
unique combination of seeing, hearing and 
doing. 


ALL THE WAYS TO LEARN 


Physical Learning. By imitating the actions on 
a unique video and repeating the phrases you 
see on super titles, you learn key vocabulary 
quickly and easily. Watching and imitating is how 
you started to speak as a child. 

Anditory Learning. You listen to a series of 
realistic and intriguing radio plays on 12 
cassettes. You become absorbed In the story 
and motivated to hear what's next The plays 
cover all the important situations you'll meet and 
you absorb vocabulary easily in a natural way. 

There are parts you can practise in the car and 
even a part where the story is repeated to music, 
a technique that involves foe left brain (words & 
logic) and the right brain (music and creativity). 
The words become as easy to remember as a 
song. 

Visual Learning. In your course the foreign 


alongsi 

naturally and easily. Then key phrases are vividly 
and memorably illustrated through "Memory 
Maps'. When you recall the images, you recall 
the words. 



THE METHOD WORKS 


Total Involvement There are dozens of games 
and activities to get you using your new 
language in natural and enjoyable ways. One, the 
Name Gams, unlocks the meaning of thousands 
of words from the very first day. 

Ills the unique multi-media combination that 

S your whole brain and gets you 

I confidently in such a short time. And 
mmunication gives you a wonderful 
sense of achievement 


PROVE IT TO YOURSELF 


We invite you to order with 
this reassurance. We will not 
‘process your cheque or credit 
card for at least 15 days after 
we dispatch your course. It you 
are not completely satisfied that this is the 
fastest and most enjoyable' way to team a 
language, simply return the programme and you 
will have paid nothing. That’s how sure we are. 


RtocatioD News says, "It's radically different - 
there are so marry features about it that 
recommend it to the learner.” Tbe Bankers 
Institute of few Zealand says, “Accaterated 
Learning is the iww competitive weapon.” 

Meesa says, ‘It's revolutionary.* Tbe Daily Mail 
reported that "Children using Accelerated Learning 
are racing ahead." "The results are spectacular. “ 

BBC aad ITV news recently reported on a school 
wherelaitiTilfiS mine students using Accefarated 


those using conventional courses. 

Australian TV news reported “Astonishing 
fluency.’ They did two years wort in three 
months." 

Hnlrafe of companies tor whom proficiency is 
vital use Accelerated Learning for language and 
general training - such as Air UK, Boeing, Boots, 
Esso, IBM, Kodak, ICI, Rover, Glaxo, Sony, Tesco, 
Nestle, Lloyds Bank etc. 
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FLUENCY COMES QUICKLY 


Can you really speak well in 3v, weeks? Yes, 
the record so tar was 31 hours of study to pah 
the Institute of Linguists Preliminary Certificate. 
Think what you could achieve in a monfol 
Order today on FREEPHONE (0800) 50 20 20 
(24 hours) or use the coupon below. 
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Man has 
historic 
bump 
on head 


rV. • •> 












by Stephen Goodwin 
S cotland Correspondent 




A FILM EDITOR is trying to 
find out whether a pronounced 
bump that gives his head the 
shape of a German soldier’s 
coalscuttle helmet lints him to 
a woman buried in a tomb in 
the Orkneys 5,000 years ago. 

The woman’s skull was 
revealed among other bones 
after a tractor wheel broke 
through the roof of a neolithic 
burial chamber. The discov- 
ery has set Martin ftspler dig- 
ging into his family history and 
the unusual condition known 
as “step head". The Orkney 
tomb is featured tonight on 
the BBC2 programme Meet 
ihe Ancestors. 

The Museum of London has 
a skull with a s imilar bump 
from the 17th century, when as 
much as 10 per cent of the 
capital's population had 
stepped heads, but the pro- 
gramme makers could find no- 
one with the condition living 
today. Then 53-year-old Mr 
Pepler, who is based in Lon- 
don, visited the museum. 

“I have an extra ridge of 
bone on the back of my head 
which gives it a shape a little 
like a German helmet When I 
was a child, I never wanted to 
get my hair cut short because 
I was afraid Td get teased Rut 
when 1 visited the museum, I 
thought ‘My God, that's like 
my skull’," he said 
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Social Trends: Drug use, 


food and crime 


Big increase 


in deaths of 


drug users 


Martin Pteplec who has ‘step head’ and, inset, a 5,009-year-oJd skull from Orkney of the same shape Tbm Craig 


NEW OFFICIAL figures show 
that drugs are responsible for 
more than 2,100 deaths each 
year, three times as many as 
previous years. 

The total gives a more real- 
istic picture of the impact of 
dregs on British society, and it 
is based on a broader definition, 
wbich includes fatal accidents 
involving drug users. Earlier 
surveys had excluded deaths 
due to indirect or long-term 
effects of drugs, such as Aids or 
road traffic accidents. 

The figures are published 
today in Social Trends, an an- 
nual snapshot of life in Britain 
produced by the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics (ONS). 

It reports that officials from 
the Home Office and ONS have 
been working together to 
“reach a closer approximation 
of the number of deaths due to 
drug misuse". 

The new definition records 
that 1,223 people in England 
and Wales died in 1997 from 
drug-related accidents, 474 
from drug-related suicides and 
418 where the cause of death 
was undetermined but where 
drugs were involved. 

Social Ttends reports that 61 
British motorists, passengers 
and pedestrians killed in road 
accidents in 1997 tested positive 


REPORTS BY IAN BURRELL 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


for illegal drugs and 27 for 
medicinal drugs. A further 97 
were over the legal limit for 
alcohol 

Figures for drug-related 
deaths in England and Wales 

have remained at about 700 per 

year since 1994, with the total 
for Scotland about 120. 

Social TTends indudes a spe- 
cial report, compiled by the In- 
stitute for the Study of Drug 
Dependence, giving an over- 
view of the extent and conse- 
quences of drug use in Britain. 

The repeat indndes statistics 
demonstrating the widespread 
use of illicit substances, par- 
ticularly among the younger 
population 

Home Office research shows 
that 57 per cent of men between 
20 and 24 have tried illegal 
drugs and more than half of the 

total number of people arrest- 
ed by police in Manchester; 
London and Cambridge tested 
positive for cannabis. 

Police seizures of cannabis 
increased seven-fold between 
1991 and 1996. The report also 
notes a “worryi ng" increase in 
seizures of heroin. 

It concludes that despite the 
efforts of researchers there 


are stfil serious gaps in w* 
knowledge of the extent of drug., 
use in Britain. 

The report states: We can- 
not describe adequately those; 
who are not receiving treat-. . 
ment nor can we show how 
drugs are impacting on com-, 
munities. We cannot say mu<m 
about the degree to which 
drugs are available on our 

streets.” ■ ■ 

Last night Hany Shapiro, 
spokesman for the Institute 
for the Study of Drug Depen--: 
dence, said: “We must realise ■ 
that this wider definition of 
drug-misuse related deaths in- • 
eludes people who would not- 

normally be regarded as drug- 

users, but who use drugs, in- 
cluding paracetamol, as a 
vehicle for suicide." 

He pointed out that even 
with the wider definition of 
drug-related deaths, the fig- 
ure was only a fraction, of the - 
140,000 people who died from to- 
bacco and alcohol misuse each, 
year. 

He said: “What we really 
need to know is how many peo- 
ple are reporting for treatment 
at accident and emergency : 
departments. Who are the peo- 
ple being admitted, under what 
conditions and after using what 

drugs?" - 


Food spending 
takes smaller 
slice of income 


FACES OF 
THE NATION 


DESPITE THE revolution in 
British eating habits we 'are 
spending a much smaller pro- 
portion of our income on food. 

Britons are allocating a 
much greater proportion of 
their income to buying the 
many household goods that 
have come on to the market in 
the past 30 years. 

Food, to which we allocated 
17 per cent of our income in 
1971, now accounts for just ll 
per cent, despite the almost 
constant cookery programmes 
on television. Spending on con- 
sumer durables such as mi- 
crowave ovens, video recorders 
and persona] computers has 
trebled since 1971. 

The wider availability of for- 
eign travel has helped to in- 
crease our spending on 
transport and telecommunica- 
tions by 250 per cent in the 
same period, yet spending on 
food has gone up by only 25 per 
cent in real terms. That is part- 
ly explained by the wider avail- 
ability of high-quality foods at 
low prices. 

Soda! Trends records that 
people in employment buy 81 
per cent of their fruit 77 per 
cent of their bread, 69 per cent 
of their wine and 49 per cent of 
their milk from supermarkets. 

According to a separate 
piece of research included in 
the survey, Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi families spend the 
highest proportion of their in- 
come on food while Indian 
households spend the lowest 
This discrepancy is largely due 
to the comparatively low earn- 
ings of most Pakistani and 


Bangladeshi households. The 
Improved standard of living of 
most families in Britain has 
seen total household expendi- 
ture rise by 93 per cent to 
£501bn since 1971, and the food 
bill is, for most people, of di- 
minishing significance. 

But in 10 per cent of house- 
holds in the United Kingdom 
the people said they could not 
afford to eat meat every day. 

This was five times more 
than households in Spain and 
the Netherlands and double 
those in Germany in France. 
Only Greece, where 35 per cent 
of families could not afford 
meat each day, fared worse 
than Britain. 

The richest tenth of the 
British population eat the most 
carcase meat and fruit but the ; 
lowest amount of potatoes and 
sugar. 

For a married couple with 
one partner working, three 
minutes of average paid work 
were required to buy a pint of 
milk in 1993, compared with five 
minutes in 1971. A pint of beer 
cost 13 minutes of paid work in 
1998, compared with 14 minutes 
in 1971, with a packet of ciga- 
rettes at 24 minutes in 1998, and 
22 minutes in 1971. Potatoes 
cost six minutes of work for a 
kilo last year, compared with 
four minutes a generation ago. 

Consumption of fish has 
slowly declined since 1971 and 
sales oflamb and beef have fall- 
en by about half. Beef sales 
began their drop around 1980, 
well before the BSE scare. 

Poultry consumption has 
taken off, doubling in 25 years. 


■ Younger women have - 
fewer children. On; average; 
women bom in 1937 had • 
1.9 children before they ' 
were 30, while those born 
in 1967 had just 1.3. 

■ In 1961 d omestic water ' 
consumption 

was 85 ,icres 
per head 

risen to 1 60.^B£ipj|0| 
■Jack and |Hjr|jjpgS^E 
Chloe were 
the most 
popular 

names given to babies in 

1997. \V; 

■ There were almost 
12,700 permanent, 
exclusions from schools in • 
England in 1 996-37. • 

■ The number of working 
days lost through labour 
disputes in 1 997 was the 
lowest since records began 
in 1891. 

■ The proportion of 
household 


Police losing war 
against crime 


FRAUDSTERS, forgers and 
thieves are the criminals least 
likely to be caught in Britain 
today. 

Statistics released in the So- 
cial Trends study show that 
changes in the financial services 
industry have created criminal 
opportunities that investigating 
agencies have found it difficult 
to keep up with. 

Bade in 1981, before the mas- 
sive increase in the use of cred- 
it cards, police in England and 
'Khles detected 70 per cent of all 
frauds. But now most fraud- 
sters get away with it and the 
dear-up rate for such crimes 
has tumbled to 48 per cent 

The bailie against fraud is 
also being lost in Northern Ire- 
land although Scottish forces 
have maintained dear-up rates 
at about 77 per cent 


Detection of thefts has plum- 
meted in England and Wales 

from 38 per cent in 1981 to 24 per 

cent in 1997. Only one in eight 
thefts from vehicles is cleared 
up. Burglary detection has 
dropped from 30 per cent to 
23 per cent in the same period. 

Part of the explanation is 
that chief constables have con- 
centrated resources elsewhere. 

Detection rates for crimes 
against the person have in- 
creased over the past 16years 
Rapists now stand a 79 per cent 
chance of being caught, com- 
pared with 68 per cent in 1981. 

But overall the report says 
detection rates are failine 
"Cleanup rates fen between 
1981 and 1997 in England and 
Wales: 38 per cent of offences 
were cleared up in 1981 com- 
pared with 28 per cent in 1997,” 


expenditure 
on food fell 
from 17. per 
cent in 1971 
to 11 per 
cent in 
1997, while 
that spent 
on transport 
and communication rose 
from 7 per cent to 9 per 
cent. 

■ The prevalence of 
smoking in England is 
increasing among children 
and among young teenage 
girls in particular; in 1 996, 
by the age of 15, a third of 
girls and over a quarter of 
boys were regular smokers. 

■ The average duration of 
a stay in NHS hospitals as 
an In-patient has fallen 
from eight days In 1981 to 
five days in 1996-97. 

■ Infants are more at risk 
of homicide than any other 
group, with a rate of 55.7 
per million of population in 
1997. 

■ The percentage oF 
women in 
Great Britain 
drinking 
more than 
14 units of 
alcohol a 
week 
increased 
from 9 per 
cent to 1 q 
per cent between 1 984 
and 1996-97. 

■ The area of woodland in 
the United Kingdom has 
m ore than doubled this 
century, to cover more 
than 1 o per cent of the 
land area in 1 996. 

I Visiting the pup is the 
most common activitv 

che h °me. In 1997- 
’8-75 per cent of people 
^16 said they hSd 

™ de such a visit in the 
Previous three months. 
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Mark Rylance, artistic director of Shakespeare’s Globe theatre, is extending his repertoire to play the part of Cleopatra Geraint Lewis 


THE ARTISTIC director of 
Shakespeare's Globe theatre is 
defending his decision to play 
Cleopatra this summer and to 
cast an all male Julius Caesar 
Mark Rylance said yester- 
day he accepted he was 
depriving actresses of leading 
parts, but added: Tm afraid I 
am not politically correct” 
But he did reassure poten- 
tial audiences that his Cleopa- 
tra would not have full frontal 
nudity as Helen Mirren’s (fid in 
the recent production at the 
National Theatre. 

Rylance's decision to cast 
himself as Cleopatra in Shake- 
speare^ Antony and Cleopatra, 
which was revealed late last 
year in The Independent, was 
formally announced yesterday 
at a press conference to launch 
the Globe’s season. 

He also announced that all 
the female roles in the pro- 
duction would be played by 
men, as would all the female 
roles in Julius Caesar 
The 39-year-old actor will 
wear band made costumes to 
play the role of Cleopatra - the 
first time in living memory a 
mature male has played it for 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 

a major company. His decision 
to play the passionate queen of 
Egypt will have considerable 
reverberations in theatrical 
and scholarly circles, as Shake- 
speare's Globe is increasingly 
studied across the world as a 
centre of research as well as 
performance. 

Asked about casting himself 
in the role, he stressed that it 
was part of the Globe’s remit 
to explore the stage practices 
of Shakespeare’s day. one of 
which was boys and men play- 
ing females roles. 

Rylance said: “It doesn't 
seem very politically correct 
does it ... Ten sorry that we are 
taking a number of roles from 
actresses this year. 

“But the English Shake- 
speare Company have had a 
Cleopatra, Helen Mirren 
played her at the National and 
Frances de la Tour is about to 
play her at the RSC. 

“Our role is to explore orig- 
inal practices. Sometimes they 
will not be politically correct. 
So if you accuse me of being 


politically incorrect, 1 have to 
say. “Yes, it’s a fair cop*.” 

Rylance said he had not yet 
cast an Antony to act opposite 
his Cleopatra. “Tm very 
choosy,” he said. “He will have 
to hare good breath.” 

He said that the production 
would help to “revive the sense 
of theatre as a place not only 
of physical reality but of imag- 
inative reaHy ... I wont be self- 
conscious. It must not be 
camp. But 2 will be a woman, 
I wll be Cleopatra 

“I am working on the range 
of my voice ... 1 want people to 
believe I lore Antony as much 
as anyone has loved Antony, 
that I am jealous, that I am a 
Venusian character opposite 
the ApoDo world of men.” 

He added that he was ex- 
ploring the possibility of 
experimenting with women in 
male rales and had asked 
Dame Judi Dench if she would 
consider playing the part of 
Brutus in a future production 
of Julius Caesar. 

“But she said the idea 
reminded her too much of her 
schooldays and school plays 
with girls in togas.” 
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Schools 

internet 

plan 

crashes 






THE HI-TECH future for schools 
promised by the Prime Minis- 
ter is in jeopardy, according to 
a survey published by head 
teachers today. 

Tbny Blair has set aside 
more than £700m to put all 
schools on the Internet and 
link them to museums and li- 
braries. He wants all pupils to 
leave school computer literate. 

But the sunreyby the Na- 
tional Association of Head 
Teachers shows that some local 
authorities, which allocate the 
money, are giving schools 
seven times as much to spend 
as others. A few authorities are 
planning to give school 
barely more than the cost of a 
single computer each year. 

David Hart, the associa- 
tion's general secretary, said 
last night: “The unwillingness 
of many local education au- 
thorities to fund their appro- 
priate share of the National 
Grid for Learning is nothing 
short of scandalous.” He has 
written to David Bhmkett the 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, asking for an inquiry into 
the differences. 

Charles Clarke, the Educa- 
tion minister said yesterday: 
“The figures are tendentious 
and are based on the first two 
years of a five-year programme. 

“The money available up to 
2002 will ensure that every 
school will benefit by connec- 
tions to the National Grid for 
Learning and every teacher 
who needs to will hare access 
to the right training.” 

Two years ago, the Steven- 
son report, commissioned by 
the Government described the 
state of information technolo- 
gy in schools as “primitive”: a 
third of primary schools had 
only one computer per class. 

The National Grid for Learn- 


More beat police 
‘don’t cut crime’ 


PUTTING MORE police officers 
on the beat can lead to fewer 
crimes being solved, the Gov- 
ernment's spending watchdog 
said yesterday. 

The Audit Commission 
found that despite the number 
of recorded crimes felling, the 
police are catching fewer of- 
fenders than in the past And 
the gap between toe worst and 
best performing forces is 
widening. 

The repan Performance In- 
dicators: Police and Fire Ser- 
vices 1997-98 said: “It is 
sometimes thought that having 
more police officers is the way 
to increase the proportion of 
crime cleared up. In some 
forces, there were increases to 
the number of police officers.- 
but the percentage of crimes 
solved either stayed the same 
orfelL” 


by Jason bennetto 
Crime Correspondent 

It added that “simply de- 
ploying more police officers 
does not reduce the amount of 
crime occurring in an area. A 
great deal depends on how 
those police officers are de- 
ployed.” Fbr example, Cleve- 
land Constabulary; the home of 
zero tolerance policing, had 
seen a rise in the number of po- ' 
Kce officers and spending in the 
past five years. But it had ex- 
perienced a fell to detection 
rates for violent crime and bur- 
glary and a drop in the number 
of crimes detected per officer 

The Metropolitan Police and 
the Merseyside force bad seen 
big drops in numbers of police 
on the beat, yet they had man- 
aged important increases in 
crimes solved. 
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BY JUDITH JUDD 
Education Editor 

tog aims to provide services, 
such as advice on howto teach 
literacy and numeracy, to all 
schools. Local education au- 
thorities have to bid for funds 
to pay for computers, software, 
networking and Internet links 
for schools. If their bids are ap- 
proved, the Government will 
match the cash they spend. 

But the heads' survey found 
“totally unacceptable” dispar- 
ities to funding. For the two 
years from 1998 spending per 
school ranges from £3,335 to 
Derbyshire to £35,714 to Dud- 
ley, West Midlands. 

The 10 authorities spending 
the most on computers are ! 
Dudley, Telford and Wtekin, i 
Knowsley, Barking and Da- I 
genham, Birmingham, New- I 
castle upon Time, Bristol, 
Kensington and Chelsea, 
Brighton and Hove and St He- 
lens. The 10 spending the least 
are Derbyshire, North Un- 
co In shire, North Yorkshire, 
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, 
Northumberland, Sandwell, 
Enfield, Essex and Cornwall. 

Graham Lane, chairman of 
education at the Local Gov- 
ernment Association, said: 
“Local authorities have to have 
different priorities. The priori- 
ties they choose will depend on 
their different circumstances. 
The extra money the Govern- 
ment has given to education is 
not doing much more than pro- 
vide a standstill budget” 

■ The Government announced 
yesterday that it would provide 
£180m to pay for musical in- 
strument tuition for pupils, to 
supply instruments for indi- 
vidual pupils and youth or- 
chestras and advice and 
support for teachers. 
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1 7 /HOME news 


Fly-on-the-wall television show 


uncovers ‘wrongful conviction’ 



LESLIE JACKSON is serving a 
seven-year prison sentence for 
a killing he did not commit, ac- 
cording to riflims featured in 
BBC2's controversial docu- 
mentary series Mersey Blues 
next week. 

Jackson was originally 
charged with the murder of 
Robert Casey on 5 November 
1996. At his trial last March he 
pleaded guilty to a lesser 
charge of mansla ugbter. He 
did so to protect members of his 
family from prosecution for 
corroborating a false alibi for 
the night of the killing. 

Nearly a year after his con- 
viction, Jackson and his wife, 
Linda, have now sworn affi- 
davits in which they claim he 
was not even guilty of 
manslaughter. 

Jackson says that although 
he was with Casey in Brae 
Street, Liverpool at the wheel 
of the maroon Toyota in which 
the young man was shot he did 
not pull the trigger. The shots 
were fired when Casey strug- 
gled not with Jackson, but with 
the occupant of the front pas- 
senger seat- Joey Cullen, Jack- 
son's brother-in-law. 

On the first morning of a trial 
expected to last four weeks, the 
defence and prosecution teams 
brokered a deal. If Jackson 
pleaded guilty to manslaughter; 
the charges of conspiring to 
pervert the course of justice 


Bv Rhys Williams 


against his family would be put 
on file (dropped effectively) 
and the threat of prison lifted. 

“I found myself presented 
with the most difficult decision 
of my life," Jackson says in his 
affidavit 

“I was not responsible for the 
death of Robert Casey ... and 
under normal circumstances I 
would never have pleaded guilty 
to a crime that I dkl not commit 
But I was told that I faced the 
possibility of my wife, her broth- 
er and my daughter going to 
prison if I was found guilty of 
murdec I decided it was a risk 
I could not take." 

There was evidence to place 
Jackson in Brae Street, and that 
Casey had shed Wood in his car 
But there was nothing to prove 
beyond reasonable doubt that 
Jackson pulled the trigger. 
However; shortly before the 
trial, police discovered that 
Jackson had lied about where 
he and his wife stayed on the 
night of the shooting. If the pros- 
ecution COUld unmask him as a 
Ear on the stand, then there was 
a greater risk the murder 
charge would stick and his 
family would join him in prison. 
Jackson accepted the deal. 

The decision by Jackson's 
wife to come forward now with 
what she insists is the truth 
could reactivate the original 




The BBC documentary TVlersey Bines' (above) features Leslie Jackson (top), serving seven years for a killing he says he did not commit 


charges against her an d the 
threat of prison. 

Casey a runner fora gang in- 
volved in drugs and firearms, 
was a diagnosed schizophrenic 
on medication to control violent 
mood swings. He met the Jack- 
sons' 20-year-old daughter. 
Lynette, in the spring of 1996, 
but their brief relationship 
ended in May when he threat- 
ened her with a gun. 

A distraught Casey would 
telephone Ms Jackson at her 
parents' home, threatening to 
harm her and her family. When 
Casey asked to meet Jackson 
on 5 November, he drove 


around with his brother-in-law, 
Mr Cullen, to Casey's Bat The 
police do not dispute that Casey 
prepared for the meeting by 
putting on a flak jacket and tak- 
ing a loaded pistoL 
Jackson says that Casey or- 
dered him to drive around in the 
Toyota while they talked Casey 
apparently upset and agitated, 
told Jackson to stop in Brae 
Street As he pulled oven Jack- 
son felt the gun against the back 
of his head. He says he pan- 
icked, knocked the gun out of 
Casey's hand and into Mr 
Cullen’s lap in the front passen- 
ger seat Casey reached for it 


from the back and, while Jack- 
son tried to open the driver’s 
dooc Casey scuffled with Mr 
Cullen. As they wrestled. Jack- 
son says he heard the gun go off. 
“I don't know who had their fin- 
ger on the trigger when the 
shots were fired," he maintains 
Mrs Jackson says her hus- 
band wanted to go the police to 
say that Casey was the ag- 
gressor and that Jackson and 
Mr Cullen were acting in self- 
defence. She pleaded with her 
husband not to. Mr Cullen was 
on bail for attempted murder at 
the time, charges of which he 
was later cleared. But Mrs Jack- 


son feared police would not be- 
lieve them. “I kept looking and 
thinking, "That’s my brother’,” 
she says. “It was so hard. Les 
wanted to gp to the police, but 
I kept saying ‘no’ because of my 
brother Joey had done me a 
favour by saving Lues's fife.” 

So instead they lied and the 
famil y concocted an ahbi which 
said that they were with each 
other when Casey died. 

Jackson and his wife re- 
solved to tell the truth at the 
trial, but the plea bargain 
meant that nobody took the 
stand. Jackson was sentenced 
to 10 years, reduced to seven on 


appeal Mrs Jackson said: “Be- 
cause Les pleaded guilty the po- 
lk* think they’re grt it rigfaL but 
they haven’t” 

A spokesman for Merseyside 
Police said yesterday that, 
pending examination of foe 
new affidavits, they were sat- 
isfied with outcome of foe cas& 
■ The profusion of real-life 
“docu-soaps” are “dumbing 
down” television schedules, an 
expert said yesterday. 

Richard EUbam, a media lec- 
turer at the Umvasity of Stirling 
believes stations are using foe 
shows as a cheap alternative to 
dramas and documentaries. 


LEAST300 people 


each year because oC deageer- 


J 


roads, theAn- 
tomobile Association claims 




“the group 

John Dawson, says: “Common 
design mistakes ar e rep eated 
upanddownthecounfryBfa^ 
are easily avoidable and 
[changes could] - prevent mo- 
torists, cyclists and motony - 

diste being killed and m ured. 

Among the most common 
mistakes listed are: 

^Failure to discourage mgh 
speeds at roundabouts; 
■Confusing arrays of traffic 
lights at junctions; 
■Encouraging motorists to 
drive at greater speeds on 
some roads than the roads 

were designed for; . 

^Poorly sited crossings for 
pedestrians: 

■Lampposts on foe wrong 
side of a crash barrier; 

■Road signs hidden by over- 
hanging branches or uncut 
grass, and 

■Badly designed tactile 
(bumpy) paring for the visual- 
ly impaired at crossings. 

The AA says 1,200 people are 
killed every year because of ex- 
cessive speed, 160 at pedestri- 
an crossings, 70 colliding with 
lamp posts and 50 at round- 
abouts. A spokesman said the 
250 and 300 deaths related to 
poor design are “a conservative 
estimate”. 

Government figures show 
3£99 people were killed on the 
roads in 1997, compared with 
5425 in 1987, and injuries rose 
to 327,544 from 311,473. 

The Highways Agency, re- 
sponsible for motorways and 
trunk roads, said Britain's 
roads were the safest in foe EU, 
with stringent design guide- 
lines. A spokesman for local 
highway authorities said: “No 
matter bow weD you design 
roads you can’t ensure the dri- 
vers \riH drive safety.” ; . 
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A new Corsa Breeze is more PER MONTH 

than affordable. Using Step Choices 1-2-3, you pay 
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free insurance*. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/13 


After the earthquake, a post-apocalypse 
world straight out of Dickens or Kafka 


THE SCENE was how you 
might imagine a post- 
apocalypse world to look; part- 
Dicketis, part- Kafka, pitch 
black with only flickering camp- 
fires to light hollow faces that 
didn't bother to look up at pass- 
ing strangers. 

As I walked through this 
earthquake-demolished Colom- 
bian town in the thick darkness 
before dawn yesterday, I felt as 
though everything was hap- 
pening in slow motion. 

Armenia was the worst-hit 
town in Monday's quake, ac- 
counting for two-thirds of the 
750 officially confirmed dead so 
far. 

But it was not the odour of 
death, the lines of bodies in the 
morgue or even the eerie feel- 
ing that people were still alive 
in the rubble of buildings that 
sent chills up the spine. 

It was the way tens of thou- 
sands of residents lined the 
streets in small clusters, hud- 
dled in ragged blankets outside 
their destroyed, damaged or en- 
dangered homes throughout 
the night. 

Still numbed by the quake 
and a series of aftershocks - the 
latest yesterday morning jusL 
after lam - most gazed blankly 
into their pine campfires as this 
lone figure stopped by to ask for 
their stories. But not all. One 
woman. 45-year-old Maria Eu- 
genia Castro, insisted I drink 
her small cup of steaming-hot 
tin to, or black coffee, even 
though she said she hadn't 
eaten in the 36 hours since 


by phil Damson 
in Armenia, Colombia 

the quake brought down her 
apartment ceiling. Another. 
Maria Olga Moraes, 32, held 
up the half inch-tall remnant of 
her last white candle so that 
I could lake notes when 1 
peeked under the plastic and 
corrugated-iron awning that 
now serves as home for her 
family, including her 60-year-old 
mother and six-year-old niece, 
LeidL 

Others begged me to ask 
world leaders where reported 
aid was going since they had so 
far seen none and needed food, 
blankets, candles, plastic cov- 
ering from the rain. 

As officials ordered the dig- 
ging of mass graves and put out 
an urgent call for coffins, Ar- 
menia by night - with all elec- 
tric power down - conjured up 
the end of the world 

Elderly men. women and 
children huddled together in 
heavy drizzle, most under 
sheets of plastic held up fay pine 
or wax palm trunks but some 
under single blankets in fields 
or other open spaces. When 
dawn broke, some approached 
their homes to pick at 
the rubble with their bare 
hands in the hope of finding 
loved ones. 

Many referred to the day's 
radio reports of the arrival of aid 
and rescue helpers from Mex- 
ico, Japan, the US, and even a 
team of Scottish thermal image 
experts to trace survivors amid 
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Residents of Armenia lining up to receive water from 
a tank truck after the quake destroyed supplies AFP 
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the rubble. But almost all said 
not an iota of food, clothing, 
blankets or anything else had 
reached them. Nor had any of- 
ficials visited them to see their 
plight at first hand, they said. 

Rescuers pulled out two lit- 
tle girls alive early yesterday 
who were trapped for 36 hours. 
One woman, now known here 
as the Music Box Lady, was not 
so lucky. When rescuers called 
out, the woman did not reply but 
a music box began to play. The 
rescuers assumed she could 
not speak and was trying to 
prove she was alive. By the time 
they reached taei; however, she 
had died and her music box had 
fallen silent 

On the main square of Ar- 
menia - so-named because of 
its late 19th-century founders 
came from that country - res- • 
cuers yesterday dug at the rub- 
ble of a five-storey apartment 
block and a popular corner 
cafe called Sandwich Cubano. 
Officials estimate scores of 
people were lunching in the 
cafe when Monday’s earth- 
quake tut at 1.19pm and scores 
more were in the 27 apart- 
ments above. 

Standing alongside the rub- 
ble, dotted by pieces of clothing, 
shoes, pflknvs, an old fridge, you 
could easily imagine people 
stm in there, perhaps trapped 
in a space with air; frustrated, 
desperate, unable 1 to alert the 
rescuers. After Mexico City’s 
big 1985 earthquake, survivors 
were pulled out up to eight 
days later 


Armenia was by no means a 
poor town. Next to the cafe, the 
Bolivar Theatre, most of which 
collapsed, would have been fre- 
quented by wealthy cattle 


ranchers or coffee formers. 
Across the central Bolivar 
square, the regional parlia- 
ment bad slid sideways across 
the main 14th Avenue while its 


taller neighbour the regional In- 
terior Ministry building, stood 
straight with nothing but a few 
cracks on its facade. 

Next to the latter, a woman 


called Amanda Lopez stood all 
day staring at the rubble of an 
apartment block, removing de- 
bris with her hands, convinced 
her mother Mercedes would 


Rescue workers carrying 
from a building David 
Acevedo. 16. who was 
found alive in Armenia 
yesterday, two days after 
the quake struck AP 

eventually emerge alive. Res- 
cuers were nowhere to be seen. 

Climbing the rubble of the 
same building a middle-aged 
man poked at where he thought 
his apartment might have 
ended up in the disaster: then 
let out a yell of horror; saying 
he had just seen his young 
daughter's arm. 

Around the square, the 
newly homeless slept on the 
neat red brick surface, many of 
them covered only by blankets 
in heavy drizzle. 

Officials estimated up to 
250.000 people were now living 
rough here and in the rest of the 
so-called Cauca Valley, heart- 
land of Colombia's coffee in- 
dustry. 

In the city of Pereira. 25 
miles from here, residents 
emerged to see widespread 
damage and at least 30 dead but 
found that the city’s most fa- 
mous statue had survived. 

It is known as the Naked Bo- 
livar and shows South Ameri- 
ca's liberation hero without 
clothes, an unprecedented 
avant garde work that caused 
shock when unveiled in 1963 but 
later won acceptance as a 
quirky town attraction. 
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Kosovo* Serb tanks bomb a strategic highway in the latest breach of the ceasefire. Raymond Whitaker r P ^ 

— Wrangle 


KLA getting 


their deserts, 


say the Serbs 


we never did fulfil our ap- 
pointment with Commander 
Re mi. The Kosovo Liberation 
Army officer had agreed the 
previous day to show us his po- 
sitions in the north of Kosovo, 
□ear the ethnically mixed town 
of POdtrjevo, as long as we ar- 
rived at dawn. 

At Podujevo. we left the as- 
phalt roads controlled by Ser- 
bian forces and weaved our way 
along a succession of muddy 
tracks to the village of Lla- 
pashtica, reaching his head- 
quarters before 8am. 

But Commander Re mi was 
unavailable. His deputy, Ismet 
Cakiqi emerged from the KLA 
compound and said the Serbian 
forces were on the move. “If 
they are going to attack, they 
will do so between 9 and 11am," 
he said. “You can't stay here. 
Come back later." 

Half an hour later we were 
in a Serbian cafe in Podujevo 
when the windows began to 
shake with tank fire. “It’s good 
to hear them getting what they 
deserve," one of the other pa- 
trons said. 

Heavy-calibre machine-guns 
and mortars joined the chorus, 
and the town's busy streets 
emptied within seconds as the 
reports echoed around the 
snow-topped mountains. Three 
Serbian policemen came in and 
sat down, but refused to say 
what was going on. ‘You'll have 
to go to our headquarters," 
said one. 

A short distance outside 
town it was easy to see for our- 
selves. A small group of Koso- 
vo Albanian refugees came 
running with bags under their 
arms from the direction of Ua- 
pashtica. but their progress 
was slowed by one woman who 


was dearly in pain. “She gave 
birth yesterday" said another 
woman. “Someone else has 
taken the baby to safety.” 

Fbrther down the same road 
a Serbian tank was Mocking the 
way, watched by a huddle of 
monitors from the Organisation 
for Security and Co-operation 
in Europe (OSCE). AH day the 
“peace verifiers" were coming 
and going from their area head- 
quarters in Podujevo, trying, 
like us, to establish what was 
happening, but no one had 
gone to Llapashtica. “It's too 
dangerous," said one. 

Mortar shells were drop- 
ping on the road we had used 
earlier, and another route was 
blocked by a Serbian checkpoint 
where they had told us the 
previous day “We don't want to 
see you again." 

It was a long detour past oc- 
casional parties of fleeing civil- 
ians to the other side of the 
checkpoint, where an all-out 
race along an exposed stretch 
of asphalt and a screaming 
turn below a point 200 yards 
from KLA trenches brought 
us to Branac, the next head- 
quarters of the guerrilla move- 
ment 

Here, the quest to find an- 
other way to Llapashtica and 
Commander Remi was ended 
by mud, impassable to all but 
military vehicles. 

Back at Podujevo the Swiss 
head of the local monitoring 
team, Andreas Vogel, said it was 
the heaviest bombardment by 
the Serbs since OSCE arrived 
in the area a month ago, 
adding: “They are particularly 
incensed by the points where 
the KLA is very close to the 
main road, as they are at 
Branac." 


For several miles along the 
highway south to Pristina, 
Kosovo’s capital, tanks and 
armoured cars bad taken the 
high ground to pour fire on the 
guerrilla positions, with very 
little chance of answering fire 
from the lightly armed KLA 
fighters. 

Regular troops were aug- 
mented by police paramQilaries 
and balaclava-dad forces of 
the Interior Ministry’s special 
anti-terrorist unit, which has 
been accused of setting up 
death squads to kill the KLA’s 
supporters. 

The day’s events illustrated 
the hopelessness of OSCE’s 
task, as well as that of Christo- 
pher Hill, the US peace envoy, 
who met KLA representatives 
in Kosovo yesterday. 

A European Union repre- 
sentative, Wolfgang Petritsch, 
also met Ibrahim Rugova, the 
most senior Kosovo Albanian 
politician, in an attempt to ar- 
rive at a common Albanian po- 
sition before autonomy talks are 
resumed, but the KLA has an- 
nounced that it intends to by- 
pass Mr Rugova and setup its 
own -political body. 

Continual violations of the 
October ceasefire are also 
wrecking chances of an agree- 
ment on Kosovo's future. After 
Serbian forces were withdrawn 
under the threat of Nato bomb- 
ing, the KLA used the pause to 
expand their territory. 

The Serbs are trying to win 
it back, and the unarmed in- 
ternational monitors are 
backed only by the threat of 
world opprobfum. 

Mr Vogel said: "They are 
supposed to tell us when they 
make moves like this, but they 
never do." 





delays 
plan for 
peace 
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A Serbian soldier aiming a heavy machine-gun at KLA positions along the Pristina-Podujevo road Reuters 


AS FIGHTING flared again in 

Kosovo yesterday, the Wfestun- 

veiled an ambitious peace pan 
aimed at a deal between Bel- 
grade and ethnic Albanians be- 
fore the end of February, 
granting wide autonomy to the 
Serbian province. 

But even before the leading 
powers could formally issue 
invitations to a Dayton-styie 
conference, both major putative 
participants were objecting. A 
senior Yugoslav minister said 
an internationally arranged 
conference would be “‘counter- 
productive", and the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA) - cru- 
cial to any valid deal - again re- 
fused to make common cause 
with the political wing of the 
ethnic Albanian majority led by 
Ibrahim Rugova. 

Today Nato is expected to 
issue an uncompromising 
warning to Slobodan Milosevic 
that he feces air strikes if he 

does not pull back his police and 
army units. Tomorrow; the Con- 
tact Group - Britain, the US, 
France, Italy, Germany and 
Russia - will convene the con- 
ference, probably Austria. 

It would start within a week, 
«nd test a fortnight The pro- 
posed interim deal is based mi 
the draft prepared fay the US 
envoy Christopher Efill, giving 
Kosovo an independent parlia- 
ment and its own judiciary, po- 
lice and education system. 
Elections would be held in six 
mnwffiK , and all would be up for 
review after three years, in 
theory leaving open the option 
of frill independence. 

The conference, which 
wouldstait as “praximiiy talks” 
before moving to face-to-face 
negotiations, would be mediat- 
ed by Mr BUI and hisEuropean 
Union opposite number Wolf- 
gang Petritsch. On agreement, 
Nato troops would “fikeJy" be 
sentin to police the deal imfiafrx 
said diplomats. 
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to call Lewinsky as a witness 


BY MARY DEJEVSKY 
in Washington 

THE SENATE and White House 
are heading fora collision after 
the Republican majority in the 
Senate voted to prolong the trial 
of President Bill Clinton by 
summoning witnesses and the 
White House objected that the 
hearing would now last months. 

After a tense three days, 
two dosed -door debates and 
prolific late-night bargaining, 
the 100 senators finally dis- 
patched two crucial votes yes- 
terday and set a provisional 
timetable far completing the 
trial In back-to-back votes that 
had themselves been the object 
of fierce horse-trading, senators 
rejected a motion by the De- 
mocrat Robert Byrd to have the 
case dismissed, and voted then 
for a highly circumscribed mo- 
tion to call witnesses. 

The list pared down to three 
as part of a deal to guarantee 
its passage, comprises the 
woman at the centre of the af- 
fair, Monica Lewinsky; Mr Clin- 
ton's businessman-friend 
Vernon Jordan, and Sidney Blu- 
menthal, special adviser to the 
White House and reputed to be 
the orchestra tor of its media 
“dirty tricks". 

The motion, which also 
called for Mr Clinton to be “in- 
vited" to answer more ques- 
tions, provided for witnesses to 
be submitted to videotaped 
questioning, under oath, but not 
in the Senate chamber. A deci- 
sion would be taken subse- 
quently on whether they should 
be called to the Senate to tes- 
tify in person. 

Democrats fear witnesses 
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The Sun setting behind the scaffolding-clad Washington Memorial yesterday, as the Senate and the White House locked horns over mailing witnesses 


Reuters 


could disclose new details and 
tip the balance against Mr Clin- 
ton. They are especially con- 
cerned about Ms Lewinsky, 
who impressed the grand jury 
last year and House prosecu- 
tors last week with her credi- 
bility and char m 


Reluctant 
..guests at 
trial of the 
President 


But there is also a view, 
shared by some Republicans, 
that calling witnesses to the 
Senate chamber would lower 
the tone and reduce proceed- 
ings to something akin to The 
Jerry Springer Show, a televi- 
sion programme specialising in 




slanging matches about sex 
that frequently descend into 
physical fights. 

The White House, whose 
lawyers have strenuously op- 
posed calling witnesses, re- 
newed its objections yesterday 
hours before the votes. The 


spokesman, Joe Lockhart, said; 
“It’s a fundamental issue of fair- 
ness, that the White House 
gets access to the same docu- 
mentation that the House has." 
He accused Republicans of 
changing the rules because 
they knew they did not have the 


67 votes (two-thirds majority! 
that they need to convict the 
President. 

On Tuesday Mr Clinton's 
lawyer; David Kendall, said that 
if the Senate called additional 
witnesses, “we win be faced 
with a critical need for the dis- 


covery of evidence useful to our 
defence". The threat was sum- 
marised by The Washington 
Post as meaning; “If you call 
witnesses, we'll fight back And 
that could take a long, long 
time.” It was dismissed by 
many Republicans as bluff 
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In an implicit response to ob- 
jections from the White House 
and Democrats. Republicans 
accompanied preparations for 
yesterday’s votes with a provi- 
sional timetable for bringing (he 
trial to an end. 

Senator Robert Bennett of 
Utah, who has become an au- 
thoritative spokesman for the 
Republican majority, said the 
witnesses could be heard over 
the weekend, their interviews 
limited in time and subject, 
and taped. Transcripts would be 
supplied to senators on Monday 
and the decision taken on call- 
ing any or all of them. 

A final vote on the two arti- 
cles of impeachment - perjury 
and obstruction of justice - 
would be on 5 or 6 February. 

There was no immediate re- 
sponse from House prosecu- 
tors. who have masterminded 
the case against Mr Clinton in 
the Senate, or from Senate De- 
mocrats, about whether they 
had agreed such a timetable, 
and practical difficulties were 
already on the horizon. Mr Jor- 
dan was reported to be out of 
the country and Mr Blumenthal 
had not been reached. Ms 
Lewinsky left Washington on 
Tuesday but her lawyer said she 
would return if necessaiy 

Whatever the witnesses di- 
vulged seemed unlikely to alter 
the outcome. If sentiment con- 
tinues to divide along party 
lines, the Republicans' 55 votes 
are insufficient to convict the 
President and the Democrats’ 
vote is unlikely to split leaving 
Republicans at least 12 votes 
short of the two-thirds they 
would need to convict and re- 
move Mr Clinton from office. 




Monica Lewinsky 
WHAT MORE can she say? The 
siren of the Oval Office has 
already given hours and hours 
of testimony, and it might seem 
that not much more can be 
learnt about precisely what 
she did, or where, or how. But 
the men who are r unning the 
Senate impeachment trial want 
to know mare, partly to dear up 
some discrepancies between 
her testimony and Mr Clin- 
ton’s and partly because they 
believes she wifl help galvanise 
the case for impeachment 

One of the key issues in the 
question of the President's 
alleged perjury are the differ- 
ences between her account of 
their sexual liais ons and his. 
But to avoid taking the Senate 
"^proceedings down a potential- 
ly pornographic path she will 
. not be asked about these. 

Instead, the questioning will 
centre on the matter of what the 
President did or did not tell her 
to do; the famous gifts she was 
given by him, and their tfisposal; 
and her job hunting. The indi- 
cations from her meeting with 
the trial managers at the 
Mayflower hotel in Washington 
last weekend are that she will 
not have much more to reveaL 



Vernon Jordan 
ONE OF Clinton's innerdrde. 
he is a classic Washington fig-; 
ure: he knows the byways- and 
highways of power as well as 
anyone in the city. If you have 
a problem, Mr Jordan can help 
to sort it out He works for Akin 
Gump Strauss Hauer & FfekL an 


G$s 


im p e ccably pukkah Wa^hmgTwn 

firm of lawyers - not a bad ca- 
reer ascent for a man who 
started out as a civil-rights 
lawyer in the 1960s. 

That, in essence, is what is 
suggested by the impeachment 
trial managers: that Mr Jordan 
helped sort out the problem of 
Monica Lewinsky by finding 
he - a job and buying her silence. 
Not so, Mr Jordan and the 
White House respond he did 
this for many people. 

And he was unaware of her 
role in the Paula Jones sexual 
harassment suit, he has ar- I 
gued, when he made the key 
decisions. So the question for 
him is quite simple: what did 
you know and when did you 
know it? They will also be in- 
terested in conversations that 
he had with Ms Lewinsky about 
evidence of her relationship 
with the President 



Sidney Blumenthal 
UNTIL JULY 1997, Mr Blumen- 
thal was a journalist working 
for the New Yorker, the New 
Rqjwbttc and other glossy pub- 
lications. He was brought in as 
a communication strategist to 
help the White House put over 
its message, and bas increas- 
ingly been drawn into Us inner- 
most secrets. A close friend of 
the President and (especially) 
the First Lady, he makes no 
bones about being fiercely 
partisan in their favour 

He wiH be quizzed over wbat 
the President told him about 
Ms Lewinsky, knowing Mr 
Blumenthal would be a wit- 
ness before the grand jmy. 

The prosecutors also sus- 
pect him of leaking stories 
about Ms Lewinsky. A large 
number of unflattering articles 
appeared shortly after her 
name surfaced a year ago. Mr 
MirmttnHial denies this. 

. He has been quizzed by Ken- 
neth Stan; in aprolonged and 
uncomfortable session where 
little was achieved. He claimed 
that many of the conversations 
between himself and the Pres- 
ident and First Lady were cov- 
ered by executive privilege: a 
judge disagreed. 
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Indonesia: After two decades of struggle and 200,000 deaths in the troubled region, Jakarta appears to eas 


Timor is 


offered 


freedom’ 


at last 



Prison turns 
guerrilla chief 
into statesman 


INDONESIA SAID yesterday ft 
may grant independence to the 
occupied territory of East 
Timor by the end of the year. 
The words came too late - 
after 23 years, 200,000 deaths, 
and countless broken promis- 
es. But the fact that they were 
uttered at all was remarkable. 

In a further capitulation to in- 
ternational pressure, the for- 
eign Minis ter, All Alatas, also 
said the imprisoned East Tim- 
orese leader. Xanana Gusmao, 
would be released. 

The announcements were 
given a cautious welcome 
around the world, especially 
after reports of new killings in 
the former Portuguese colony, 
annexed by Indonesia in 1975. 

But they represent a turning- 
point in one of the world's most 
tragic and vicious small wars. 
Mr Alatas said East Timor will 
be granted “special autono- 


BY RICHARD LLOYD PARRY 
in Tokyo 


my", short of full independence. 

But he added that parlia- 
ment would consider allowing 
the territory to break away 
completely after elections 
scheduled for June. "If the In- 
donesian proposal ... to give 
special status to East Timor is 
rejected,” be said, “the Cabinet 
will suggest to the nest MPR 
[the parliament] to consider let- 
ting go of East Tunac" 

The U-turn is the result of a 
combination of foreign lobbying, 
pressure from within the In- 
donesian government and 
Jakarta’s desperate economic 
plight The United Nations has 
never accepted Jakarta’s in- 
corporation of East Timor Aus- 
tralia was the on]y country to 
recognise Indonesian rule over 
the territory. This month, how- 



president B J Habibie chairing a cabinet meeting on politics and security in Jakarta yesterday 


Reuters 


ever after years of criticism 
from lobbying groups and de- 
nunciations from Portugal, Aus- 
tralia officially announced that 
it may support independence. 

Yesterday the British For- 
eign Secretary, Robin Cook, 
said: “Our view aO along has 
been that the solution to the 
problem of East Timor must be 
one that is acceptable to to peo- 
ples of East Timor. 

“We regard this very much 


as a step in the right direction.” 

But East Timor’s 800,000 in- 
habitants have little reason to 
trust Indonesia’s o f f e r . Almost 
everyone has lost family and 
friends in the war. “I am very 
sceptical," said Roque Ro- 
drigues, an independence cam- 
paigner based in Lisbon. 
“Indonesia often says one thing 
and then does another." 

Aid workers recently in the 
territory say 2,700 refugees 


have fled their homes after vi- 
olence between rival factions of 
pro-independence Timorese 
and gangs of thugs armed and 
trained by the Indonesian army. 
In the past Jakarta has justi- 
fied its claim to East Timor by 
fomenting conflict and moving 
in troops to “pacify” the region. 

Pressure for Indonesia to 
settle the problem has mount- 
ed since the end of the 30-year 
rule of President Suharto. 


Much of this has focused on 
Alexandre “Xanana’’ Gusmao, 
commander of the East Timo- 
rese resistance, who was sen- 
tenced to 20 years’ prison in 
1993. 

Yesterday Mr Alatas out- 
lined a deal maintaining the fic- 
tion that Mr Gusmao is a 
normal prisoner “He will not be 
any more in the jail but he will 
be in a separate house. [But! 
don't call it house arrest" 
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IT IS STRETCHING things only 
a Httie to describe Alexandre 
Gusmao, whose release into 
house arrest was announced 
yesterday, as the Nelson Man- 
dela of East Timor- a former 
resistance leader transformed, 
by a spell in prison, into a 
leads- of international standing. 

When he was tried in 1993 he 

was a bearded guerrilla fight- 
er who had spent 18 years liv- 
ing as a fugitive in his own land- 

By the time President 
Suharto resigned last May, Mr 
Gusmao had become a calm 
anri besuited sta te s man , often 
photographed greeting visit- 
ing foreign leaders in the re- 
markably open confines of 
Jakarta’s Qpinang Prison. 

The British Foreign Office 
minister; Derek Fatchett, 
visited him there twice last 
yeaz; as have processions of 
American senators and state 
department officials. In Timor 
itself he is adored, as a poet, a 
renowned lover of women, and 
as commander of EalintiL the 
Fbrcas Armadas Libertacao 
National de Timor Leste, 
winch was formed in 1975 when 
the Indonesian army invaded 
what was then an obscure Por- 
tuguese colony. 

Ever since, the members of 
F htinti l have lived in the thick- 
ly forested hills of East Timor 
Their true names are often se- 
cret instead they are known by 
romantic noms de guerre. The 
acting commander is called 
ThurMatan Ruak. Mr Gusmao 

himself; who was captured in an 

ambush in 1992. is universally 
known as Xanana. 

For the first three years of 
the invasion, Falintil held out, 
and tens of thousands of people 
lived under their protection in 
the mountains. In 1978 the 
Indonesian army began using 
supersonic jets, allegedly 
British-made Hawk fighters. 

“The Indonesians were too 
strong," the number three Fal- 
mtO commander Lere Anak 
Timur said last autumn, “so we 


nv Richard Lloyp PARK? 



Timor's guerrilla leader 
Alexandre Gusmao 


He remains the effective 
leader of Fh&ntil, commum- 
catingwith his officers through 
his many visitors. 

The number of active Eafin- 
til fighters has dwindled over 
the years but the commitment 
of the population, if anything! is 
stronger than ever. 

“Sometimes there might be 
ten of us, sometimes 20 or 80," 
says Mr Timur “It is in the 
minds of all Timorese to fight 


changed the strategy from the against Indonesia and if 
war phase to the guerrilla Indonesia wants to kill Fhlintfl, 
phase -the war of movement" they first have to kill us alL" 
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THE BRITISH woman who has 
possibly done more than any- 
one to promote independence 
for East Timor was last night 
waiting for the regime to match 
its words with actions. 

Carmel Budiardjo, 73, who 
has campaigned on Indone- 
sian human rights issues for 
more than three decades, said: 
“This is the first time an In- 
donesian government has 
talked about independence for 
East Timor and in that sense it 
is a step forward. 

“However; while they might 
be saying (hey want to grant 
tins independence they ore still 
arming to the teeth, paramili- 
tary groups who are going 
around kfllmg those Timorese 
who say they want indepen- 
dence.” 

She added: “Indonesia is in 
such chaos at the moment 
There are obviously a number 
of people high up in the gov- 
ernment and the army who 
appear to think that both mili- 
tarily and politically the cost of 
trying to hang on to East Tuner 
is too high." 

Ms Budiardjo was liv ing in 
Jakarta with her husband, Su- 
wondo, In 1968 when they were 
arrested. Their crime was to be 
members of the Indonesian 
Communist Party and to have 
had jobs with the previous gov- 
ernment. Ms Budiardjo was 
interrogated, tortured and held 


By Andrew buncombe 


without trial for three years. 
Her husband was jailed for a 
decade. After returning to 
Britain to wait for her bus- 
band's release. Ms Budiardjo 
founded the human rights 
group Tapol (from the Indone- 
sian words for political prison- 
er) in 1973. 

Last year she played host to 
MPs, activists and officials 
when the group celebrated its 
25th anniversary. 

One of the campaign's low 
points was the Santa Cruz mas- 
sacre of 1991 when 273 students 
and independence demonstra- 
tors were murdered in a ceme- 
tery by Indonesian soldiers in 
Dill the capital of East Timor 

(hie of the highs was the 1996 
decision of a jury in Liverpool 

to acquit four women from the 

cai n p ti g n group Seeds of Hope 
who had smashed a British 
made Hawkjet sold to Indone- 
sia. The women successfully ar- 
gued that because the Hawks 
were used to bomb the East 
Umorese, their action had ac- 
tually prevented a more serious 

Mrs Budiareljo was a de- 
fence witness. She added: “Peo- 
ple say I should be taking 
things easier, but retirement is 
not on my agenda." ' 

Ea st Ti mor on the Web: 
httpVAvww.ci.uc.pt/Tiinor/ 
netrethtm -- 
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Kenyan resigns in IOC scandal 
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Europeans missing in Conoo 

NINE EUROPEANS, including two Driest^ *JZ 

missing yesterday in a heavily forS^If^ reported 
southwestern Rptu>hi; n region of 


french nationals, a Dane and ** 
government sources. Names were I^SSle. 




The civilians returned to the 
lowlands where they were 
herded into relocation camps, 
jhlmtil remained in the bifls, 
and in two decades the 
Indonesian military has ©flea 
to stamp them out 
During his trial in Jakarta m 

1993, Mr Gusmao was fartadden 

from speaking in his defence, 
but he put out a statement that 
was released worldwide. 

“I acknowledge military 
defeat on the ground. I am not 

ashamed to say so. On the con- 
trary I am proud of the fact that 
a small guerrilla army was 
able to resist a large nation like 
Ind onesia ... which in cowardly 
fashio n sought to dominate us 
by the law of terror and crime.” 

In Cipinang, he won the 

respect of his guards and lived 
a remarkably free life, reflect- . 
mg the importance with which 
foreign governments regard 
his continued well -being 
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Pale Yeltsin makes TV appearance 


A PALLID Boris Yeltsin ap- 
peared briefly on television for 
W the first time in a week as the 

I Jv Kremlin vainly tried to dispel 
"*■ CM 1 the impression that power over 
■* Russia has passed into the 
hands of his Prime Minister. 
- Yevgeny Primakov. 

'■''■‘■s-! r*..,, ^ Mr Yeltsin’s fleeting return 
; n,,, tn public view yesterday after 

ir -M> . retreating to hospital with an 

— * 

•• .. "in it 


ulcer amounted to a counter-at- 


■ wu tacK in a srarnusn over an at- 

S; sr. s!.i,,. ecS| fe',T tempt to sideline him for the 
- - ■ "*0 h»-L* «^st of his term, in which Mr 


“ rs ->u'. 

■ * .: f n - 1 

U T=M*L 


Bv Phil Reeves 
in Moscow 

Primakov played a leading part 
At issue is a proposal, sent to 
parliament by Mr Primakov, in 
which Mr Yeltsin would forgo 
his powers to dismiss it in re- 
turn for a guarantee of immu- 
nity for prosecution for any 
crimes he may be accused of 
committing during his eight 
years in the Kremlin - a peri- 
od marred by corruption and 
war in Chechnya. 


It also provided for his safe- 
ty and welfare after he retires, 
officially next year. The Presi- 
dent's spin -doctors said it was 
unconstitutional but insisted 
there was no disagreement be- 
tween Mr Yeltsin and bis prime 
minister. But to the outside 
world it bore the hallmarks of 
an ambitious power play by a 
man increasingly seen as the 
heir to the Kremlin. 

Signs have been growing for 
weeks that Mr Primakov, for- 
mer head of the foreign intelli- 


gence service, is consolidating 
bis power base. This week Yuri 
Kobaladze, former public rela- 
tions man for the intelligence 
agency was appointed deputy 
bead ofltar-Thss news agency. 
He is the tenth former intelli- 
gence officer to acquire an in- 
fluential new job during Mr 
Primakov's five months in of- 
fice. Mr Primakov has several 
key advantages: the national 
media is mostly muted in its 
criticism of him and some 
heayy hitters - notably the in- 


fluential Itogi current affairs 
programme on television - 
barely disguise their eager- 
ness to see him in the Kremlin. 

The support he enjoys 
ranges from the moderate wing 
of the Communists to the liberal 
Yabloko party. 

Unlike any of his predeces- 
sors, there is little chance of 
being fired by the boss. Mr 
Yeltsin will not want a rerun of 
bis defeat by parliament last 
yean when the State Duma re- 
fused to confirm his first choice, 


Viktor Chernomyrdin, as prime 

ministec 

Mr Primakov can also expect 
broad approval from the West. 
His interventionist economics 
chills the hearts of free- 
marketeers and investors. But 
policy-makers will view him as 
a better option than the other 
main contenders, the Mayor of 
Moscow, Yuri Luzhkov, the 
Communist Gennady Zyuga- 
nov and the former para troop 
general Alexander Lebed, now 
governor ofa Siberian province. 


The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, saw Mes- 
srs Luzhkov and Lebed on her 
visit to Moscow this week. US- 
Russian relations have been 
strained by rows over Iraq, 
and US sanctions against sev- 
eral leading Moscow institutes 
for allegedly supplying missile 
and nuclear secrets to Iran. 

But neither man wili have of- 
fered Ms Albright ary reason to 
hope for anything more palat- 
able from them. Mr Luzhkov - 
a feisty nationalist who has 


been frantically frying to raise 
his profile in recent days - up- 
braided her over US policy, 
while Mr Lebed made head- 

fines by sacking the head of his 

regional state-run television 
channel, saying be saw it has 
his job to “provide the people 
with information". 

Mr Primakov is a wily old 
bird, part Homo Sovieticus, 
part cautious reformer But he 
is the devil the West knows and 
in this precarious habitat that 
matters a great deal 
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Briton spurns 
job in Brussels 
as investigator 
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sine S® 8 * cc covering McMurdo Sound, the site of New Zealand's Scott Base Antarctic research station. Global warming could raise sea levels by as much as six metres 
(ZjLfeet) in the next generation and the Earth could be heading for a mini-ice age, Antarctic scientists slid yesterday Andy SoZoman/Reuters 


THE PLANNED sleaze inquiry 
in Brussels was dealt a new 
blow yesterday when Sir Gor- 
don Downey, former parlia- 
mentary commissioner for 
standards in Britain, refused 
a job as an investigator. 

Sir Gordon was canvassed 
for one of five positions on the 
committee to look into charges 
of nepotian, abuse of power and 
mismanagement in the Euro- 
pean Commission. He could 
not accept because of the short 
notice, and because other com- 
mitments meant he could not 
begin the work immediately. 

Earlier attempts by British 
MEPs to nominate Lord Nolan 
also foiled when he said he did 
not have the time needed to de- 
vote to the inquiry. 

Sir Gordon's refusal coin- 
cided with criticism of the pro- 
posed panel from the second 
largest group in the parlia- 
ment, the European People's 
Party whose chief whip warned 
of a “whitewash" and said he 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 

would have preferred a greater 
“northern” regional balance. 

That was code for suggest- 
ing those from Spain, Prance 
and Belgium might accept 
laxer standards because of the 
culture of their national ad- 
ministrations. 

In another development the 
European Commission's press 
service denied authorship of a 
memorandum calling for a 
more manipulative style of 
Men's management to counter- 
act negative publicity. 

The document suggested 
using “potential allies" in the 
media rather than giving equal 
access to all journalists. The 
spokesperson for Jacques San- 
ter, European Commission 
president denied having seen 
thepapec 

Sources suspect the office of 
the French commissioner 
Edith Cresson. 
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Mercenaries, prostitutes and other hotel guests 


WHEN THINGS are really bad 
- when the power station has 
been bombed, the telephone 
exchange has been machine- 
gunned and half the population 
has gone into exile- there are 
still hotel guests. 

At the Cape Sierra in Free- 
town - a Baiting concrete com- 
plex where you pay a ¥500 
deposit at check-in in case you 
die before check-out -the only 
new guests are journalists, 
mercenaries and prostitutes. 

We make an extremely ho- 
mogeneous professional three- 
j^rae. Journalists who want to 
about quickly travel with 
prostitutes. The four-wheel- 
drive vehicle that comes to 
collect the women servicing 
Ecomog - the West African in- 


tervention force fighting the 
rebels here - is never stopped 
at roadblocks. 

Journalists who want reli- 
able information get ft at the 
Cape Sierra bar from the mer- 
cenaries. So do the Royal 
Marines. They fly in periodically 
from HMS Norfolk for beers 
with Neil (South African), Fred 
(Fijian), J-J (French) and Math- 
ieu (French) - all working for 
Ecomog. 

Fred, 58, took seven prosti- 
tutes up to his room the other 
night There is also a certain 
amount of business between 
prostitutes and journalists- the 
adrenalin of dicing with death 
seems to make everyone hun- 
gry thirsty and rampant 

Rose Marie, Agence France 


Presse's energetic reporter, 
indulged two of those urges a 
few days ago. After three 
weeks of prawns with rice - 
usually the onfr dish available 
at the Cape Sierra - she hired 
Angel, one of the prostitutes, to 
cook delicious spky chicken for 
half a dozen of us. She also sent 
Mathieu out for some Beaujo- 
lais. He flies surveillance mis- 
sions in the Sierra Leone Air 
Fbrce's only plane, a clapped- 
outPartemvia Viator We think 
he got the bottles in Conakry, 
the capital of Guinea, 20 min- 
utes away ted of course be can- 
not reveal where he went 
The Cape Sierra, on a penin- 
sula bordered by deserted 
white-sand beaches, which are 
said to be the best in Africa, 


STREET LIFE 

FREETOWN 


also has a few other guests. 
Nigerian sokfiers from Ecomog 
- extremely young and terribly 
jittery -sleep on every iantfing, 
tbdrFN30 rifles cocked for ac- 
tion. Sleep-walkers beware. 

The routine rape, mutila- 
tions, abductions, haphazard 
shooting and people begging 
for help seem to escape Andreg. 
like something that the Cold 
War left behind, he describes 
himself as “Russian in theory"; 
he was born in Belarus but he 
has not been backforyears and 
cannot see himself ever leav- 
ing Sierra Leone. 

Andrej owns and occupies 


the hotel's defunct business 
centre, a darkened basement 
room full of state-of-the-art 
computers, all of them useless 
in the present climate. 

On Sunday, the most amaz- 
ing thing happened A man 
called Jimmy turned up and 
said he was the hotel’s tennis 
coach. Wauld I like a game? I 
declined, notbecauseldid not 
bring rqy tennis gear - not even 
trainers - but because the 
prospect of playing in Freetown 
seemed unutterably bizarre. 

La fob the sight of Jimmy 
and Don, the American man- 
ager of the hotel, marching off 


to the court in white shorts and 
sods filled me with more hope 
than has any other single sight 
is the past week. It seemed so 
normal - like stopping the 
First World War at tea time. 

This is a story that has re- 
duced most of us to tears. There 
are experienced war corre- 
spondents here- from Rotters 
Television, BBC, Le Figaro and 
others-butnone ofushas been 
immune in the lace of sniper fire 
and the horrible sight of men, 
women and children whose 
hands have been cut off by 
machette- wielding rebels in 
east Freetown. Most of us knew 
Myles Tierney the Associated 
Press television news produc- 
er who was shot dead two weeks 
ago in an Ecomog convoy 


There is great solace, there- 
fore, in times spent at the bar 
with the seemingly Teflon- 
coated mercenaries and their 
female hangers-on. Last Fri- 
day was the second birthday of 
Fred’s daughter, FS, so he stuck 
two candles to the bar and 
shared outa bottle of Johnnie 
Walker Black Label 

Agy outsider would probably 
find the sight of us aD sad and 
pathetic. But amid the unbe- 
lievable r^fities of a brutal war 
such as this, the bar of the Cape 
Sierra feels like the only place 
in the world where we can talk 
about what we have experi- 
enced. 

There is. erf course, much 
banter J-J, who is 40, says he 
is getting too old for this game. 


Mathieu, on the other hand, is 
26 and likes being a mercenary. 
But in the X0 months he has 
been working for Ecomog, he 
has not been paid. “I am going 
to have to move on. I was paid 
at the beginning but Fm owed 
¥25,000. Besides, ftn tired of fly- 
ing a rotten plane ” 

Fred, known as “the -Fijian" 
has no doubts. *T used to do this 
for money but now I do it for 
Africa This continent has been 
fucked up fay white men. This 
whole war is about control of 
diamonds. Who makes money 
from diamonds? White men." 

When things are really bad, 
ordinariness itself - tike a 
tennis match or a bottle of 
wine - seems unreal 

Alex Duval Smith 
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BRIEFING 


Disney ponders second Paris park 

EURO DISNEY, the French theme park 39 per cent-owned 
by Walt Disney Company, is considering a second park at 
the Paris site. It has launched a pilot scheme for a park 
celebrating television and cinema, and has begun talks 
with the French authorities. Work could start at the end of 
1999 with the site opening at the start of 2002. It would 
represent a FfHbn (£426m) investment and create 5,000 
direct or indirect jobs. But analysts were sceptical: “Will 
franire finance a new park when the first one isn't sorted 
out?" said Nigel Reed, analyst at Paribas Capital Markets. 

The news came as Walt Disney announced lower- than- 
expected first-quarter results showing an 18 per cent profit 
fall to $622m i£377m) due to poorer figures from home 
video. Disney stores and licensing. 


EasyJet plans market take-off 

EASYJET, the low-cost 
airline, aims to float on the 
stock market next year, its 
chairman said yesterday. 
Stelios Haji-Ioannou 
(pictured) said he hoped to 
take the airline public early 
in 2000. The airline, owned 
by Mr Haji-Ioannon and 
two other femily members, 
shelved plans to float after 
the market crash last yean 
FUnds raised will be 
used to buy 42 new Boeing 

737-300 aircraft. A spokesman said easyJet's load factor 
and yield figures showed it not been adversely affected 
by the launch of Go!, BA's low-cost airline. As a result, 
easyJet was dropping its appeal to the European 
Commission that BA was abusing its market power. 


Stoy to merge with Moores 

STOY HAYWARD will create Britain's sixth-largest 
accountancy firm by merging with Moores Rowland. Under 
the agreement in principle announced yesterday. Stay's 
232 partners and 2,000 staff in 35 centres will in March link 
with Moores Rowland's London, South-east, Walsall and 
Brighton offices to create a firm with revenues of £l50m. 
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Liverpool Victoria faces £10m mis-selling bill 


BRITAIN’S LARGEST friendly 
society the Liverpool Victoria, 
is far-ing a ELOm compensation 
bill after being fined a record 
£900,000 by the Personal 
Investment Authority (PIA) , toe 
financial services watchdog, fir 
serious breaches of regulations 
by its 250-strong force of door- 
to-door sales people. 

The fine follows the discovesy 
of gross inadequacies in record- 
keeping by the society’s home 
life and pensions sales- force. 
Iiverpool Victoria has long prid- 


By Andrew Garfield 
Financial Editor 


ed itself on supporting low-in- 
come savers who traditionally 
get short shrift from the estab- 
lished financial institutions. 

Roy Hurley the chief execu- 
tive, yesterday took the highly 
unusual step of apologising to 
members fix- the lapse. He em- 
phasised that the problems that 
led to the fine were largely his- 
torical and that since the ir- 
regularities came to light in 


September 1997 the sales team 
had been radScaty restructured. 
Only one-fifth of the sales -force 
are still with the firm. 

The group has recruited the 
PIA’s former head of investiga- 
tions, David Nichols, as a new 
bead of compliance and has 
completely overhauled its com- 
pliance procedures. 

“This has been a difficult 
and painful period for the Liv- 
erpool Victoria group,” said Mr 
Hurley. “The board believes 
that today’s PIAamwiincement 


draws a line under the group’s 
historical problems." 

The society is now trying to 
establish on what basis to 
nvnp pnsate fee 50,000 nkffibflTS 
ft believes to have been affected 
by the lapses. Some of these 
cases go back to 1988. They are 
typically investors who con- 
tributed as little as £5 a month 
to the society's 10-year endow- 
ment policies. 

Many of them were on ex- 
tremely low incomes and had no 
bank or building society 


accounts at alL They can exped 

to receive average payouts ot 
about £200. , 

Hie PIA said that because of 
the society's failure to keep ad- 

i+tttoc imnoflKl- 


uus uj Lici** " — — , . 

products were suitable for me 
people to whom they been 
sold, or whether the sales - 

force were properly qualified to 

sell the products they did. 

“The fine is as high as it is be- 
cause the foflures were so wide- 
spread and fundamental, a 


PIA spokeswoman said. 

Liverpool Victoria is now 
having to reassess how it screes 
thismaitet sectarin the light of 
the FIA ruling. . 

The group's marketing di- 
rector; David Conway, saidyes- 
terday that the society was 
looking at how it could meetthe 
PIA’s compliance standards 
while maintaining door-to-door 

coflections, without which many 

memb ers would not have both- 
ered to save. 

Outlook, page IS 


Northern 
steps up 
mortgage 
price war 







BY ANDREW VERITY 


NORTHERN ROCK returned to 
tire offensive in the mortgage 
price war yesterday revealing 
plans for a combined mortgage 
and loan that allows customers 
to borrow more than the value 
of their property. 

Attached to the mortgage 
will be an unsecured loan at the 
same rate of interest, the latest 
in a spate of up-front incentives 
designed to attract new bor- 
rowers.^ The mortgage bankis al- 
ready offeringborrowers a lump 
sum “cashbadt” of 8per cent of 
the loan they take out Hie bank 
is offering the deals as part of re- 
newed efforts to beat off inten- 
sive competition from new 
mortgage players such as Stan- 
dard Life and Legal & General. 

Shares in Northern Rock foil 
by 6 per cent yesterday when the 
bank said it lent 52 per cent less 
in the second half of the year 
than in the first Half 

The share price foil from 
o28p to 497 -5p, valuing the bank 
at £2.34bn, as the City digested 
the second-half fall in new mort- 
gage business. Northern Rock 
had grabbed 10 per cent of the 
total mortgage market in the first 
half, but foil back to just 5 per 
cent in the second period. 


Non-EU 


trade 


deficit is 


worst on 



record 


Northern Rock chief executive Leo Finn (front) and finance director Bob Bennett: 
New loan allows customers to borrow more than their property’s value Tom Craig 


The bank said it achieved its 
aim of a 7 per cent market share 
over the year and pom ted to prof- 
its up 10.3 per cent in 1998. 

Amidst poorpublidty over its 


treatment of savers this year, 
which prompted the Office of 
Fhir Hading to investigate, the 
bank received £90 1m in new re- 
tail deposits, against £l.02bn 


the year before. Leo Finn, chief 
executive, said the bank deliv- 
ered a “strong performance" in 
uncertain economic conditions. 

Outlook, pagel9 


Brazilian turmoil Power watchdog 
to lop 12% from warns generators 
Pilkington profit over price rigging 


THE UK’S trade deficit with 
countries outride the European 
Union was the worst on record 
last yean acconfing to new fig- 
ures published yesteday as ex- 
ports to emerging markets 
plummeted and cheap imports 
soared. 

The Office for National Sta- 
tistics said the UK's non-EU 
goods trade deficit totalled 
£i5.7lxi in 1998, almost double 
the 1997 shortfall In December 
alone, the goods deficit with 
non-EU countries was £L.6bn, ac- 
cording to official date released 
yesterday. 

The news came as the Insti- 
tute for Fiscal Studies warned 
that UK growth could fall to 0.4 
per cent this year; far lower 


by lea Paterson 


was the key reason for the UK’s 

wider trade gap in 1998.” t 

John Redwood, the shadouV 
secretary fix* trade and industry 
called the latest trade figures - 
which also revealed that the 
global trade deficit in goods hit 
a 10-year high in the three 
m onths to November - “appai- 
ing”. Brian Wilson, the 'Bade 
Minis ter, said he was “keenly 
aware” of the hardships faring 
many of Britain's exporters. 

The onfy bright spot m yes- 
terday’s trade data was in the 
service sector; where exports in 
the three months to November 
hit a record high. The global sur- 
plus in services in November 


than the l percent to L5 per cent was little changed at £Llbn. 


PILKINGTON, the glass maker, 
yesterday became the first UK 
company to fed the strain of the 
financial turmoil in Brazil with 
a warning that the crisis could 
cut profits by 12 per cent ' 

The group, which has a sub- 
stantial operation in B razil, 
said in a statement that the 
sharp devaluation of the real, 
the country’s currency, could 
lead to a C15m charge on this 
year’s earnings, expected to be 
around £l25zn. 

Pilkington reassured the 
market that overall group prof- 
itability would be maintained, 
noting that “results for the 
nine months, at constant ex- 
change rates, were in line with 
management expectations". 
Sources said Pilkington was stifl 
on course to meet its goal of im- 
proving last year’s £l20m prof- 
its, but they cautioned that the 
negative impact of the crisis 
could increase ifthe real fell aqy 
further. 

The market which had been 
worried by the effects of the 
Brazil crisis, took heart from 
the statement and pushed the 
shares 3p higher to 54p. “The 
fact that the currency impact 
was no worse than expected 
has given a bit of a fillip to the 
shares," one observer said. 

City- analysts said that so for 


By Francesco Guerrera 


Pilkington was only suffering 
currency losses and bad not 
seen a slump in demand for its 
Brazilian glass. The company 
derives about one-third of its 
profits from Latin America, 
and about 3 per cent from 
Brazil, where it produces glass 
for construction and car mak- 
ers. However, industry experts 
warned that if the 33 per cent 
fall in the value of the real trig- 
gered a recession in Brazil 
Pilkington would be hit hard. 

The warning fuelled fears 
that other companies with 
Latin American operations 
could suffer Recent research by 
HSBC, the investment bank, 
shows that the cigarette group 
BAT was one of the UK com- 
panies with the largest expo- 
sure to the region. Cement 
mater Blue Circle. Monument 
Oil & Gas and textile company 
Coats Viyefla have a number of 
interests in Latin America. 

However Richard Batty, 
global strategist at HSBC, said 
UK companies were well-cush- 
ioned against Brazilian fall- 
out “The overall exposure is 
fairly small American firms 
are much more exposed and 
some Spanish firms have got 
huge operations in the region,’’ 


THE NEW energy regulator 
warned yesterday that he was 
ready to clamp down on the big 
electricity generators after ac- 
cusing them of rigging the mar- 
ket to keep prices deliberately 
high. 

Cailum McCarthy, the direc- 
tor general of Electricity and 
Gas Supply, said that there were 
fundamental flaws in the way 
electricity was traded, which the 
generators had taken advantage 
of in order to manipulate the 
, electricity pool to their com- 
mercial advantage. 

Addressing a conference of 
major energy users in Birm- 
ingham, Mr McCarthy said: 
“Such behaviour cannot be al- 
lowed to continue.” Since pri- 
vatisation be said, gas prices 
had fallen 50 per cent, coal 
prices by 28 per cent and costs 
of new plant bv 40 per cent and 
yet pool prices had increased. 

Mr McCarthy said he may 
seek to modify the licences of the 
generators - National Power; 
FowerGen and Eastern. 

He was speaking just a day 
after the Government conced- 
ed that it could not guarantee 
meeting its target date of April 
2000 for overhauling pool trad- 
ing arrangements - a move de- 
signed to reduce prices by 10 pa 1 
cent 


By Michael Harrison 


His remarks drew a furious 
response from the industry The 
Electricity' Association, the As- 
sociation of Electricity Produc- 
ers lAEPi and the Electricity 
Pool all claimed that prices had 
fallen sharply since privatisation, 
with charges to domestic cus- 
tomers 23 per cent lower. 

David Porter, chief execu- 
tive of the AER said: “I am sur- 
prised at the regulator’s tactics. 
He does not need to indulge in 
this land of thing to bring about 
changes." 

Meanwhile, the European 
Commission waved through i 
Electricity de France’s £1.9bn 
takeover of London Electricity 
after refusing to hand back the 
merger to UK authorities for 
vetting. 

However, the Commission 
confirmed that the UK would be 
able to tackle regulatory con- 
cerns raised by the takeover 
and amend London Electrici- 
ty's licence as appropriate. 

The Government put a brave 
face on the snub from Brussels 
- the first time that the Com- 
mission has ignored a demand 
from a member state to be 
allowed to vet a merger on 
public interest grounds. 
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in the official Government fore- 
cast However, despite this 
gloomy ortlook for the UK econ- 
omy, the Chancellor will stifl 
meet bis fiscal golden rule- only 
borrow to invest the UTS said. 

Economists predicted there 
would be no earfy let-up of pres- 
sures on UK exporters, which 
are struggling with both a high 
exchange rate and deteriorating 
economic conditions overseas. 

David Brickman, economist 
at PaineWebber International, 
said: “The underlying tone is one 
of chronically weak exports, 
which points to a further widen- 
ing of the trade deficit’’ 

Economists at ABN Amro 
warned: “While falling rates 
and. at some point a weaker 
pound, should bring the im- 
provement in trade trends that 
exporters seem already to be an- 
ticipating, net trade will drag on 
growth right through 1999." 

The figures also revealed a 
steady deterioration in the UK's 
tza<fopositi(»witinnthe&IU.The 
EU deficit on traded goods 
widened to £4l8m in November 
compared to an October deficit 
of £290m. Economists said the 
fact that Eli trade had held up 
better than non-EU trade sug- 
gested it was the Asian crisis, not 
the strong pound, that had most 
damaged UK export prospects. 

John O'Sullivan at Green- 
wich Nat West said: “For all the 
assertions about sterling's over- 
valuation against the euro bloc, 

export and import growth to and 

from the region has remained 
broadly in balance over the last 
year. The collapse in South-east 
Asia, rather than sterling 
strength against the DM bloc. 


Analysts said that although 
the trade figures underlined the 
pressures on UK exporters, they 
were no worse than expected As 


% change. 3 mths year on year 
12 


| Imports 



such, the data are not expected 
to impact upon next week's in- 
terest rate decision by the Mon- 
etary PoUty Committee. 

Neil Parke; Treasury econo- 
mist at Rpyal Bank of Scotland, 
said: “Hie m a r k et consensual 
was for a slightly smaller giob- 8 ^ 
al deficit and a slightly bigger 
non-EU deficit As for their im- 
pact on the Monetary Policy 

Committee, we expect this to be 
negligible." 

Hie market shrugged off the 
trade figures and the pound 
strengthened against the euro 
amid speculation that the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank would seen 
be forced to cut interest rates on 
the Continent The euro dosed 

at £0.6963 compared with £0.6975 

on Tuesday, and hit an all-time 
low against the dollar 
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LONDON 


NEW YORK 


IN ANOTHER busy session - share 
turnover topped 1.2 billion - blue 
chips wilted after a bright start 
although second and third-line 
shares moved ahead. 

Fbotsie gained 103 points in the 
first six minutes of trading, but ran 
out of steam to end 9.3 lower at 
5,876.4. Engineers rose on takeover 
speculation following Lucas Van ty: 
TI gained 3Qp to 350p and Morgan 
Crucible I6p to 188 jp. Reed 
International up 41.75p to 571.75p, 
was an Internet play: it has set up 
15 websites for its ma gazine 

Derek Pain, page 23 


AROUND THE WORLD'S MARKETS 
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HONG KONG 
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PRICES TURNED lower in late 
morning trading on profit-taking 
and futures-related sell programs. 
At 11:30am. the Dow Jones index 
was down 39 JO at 9,281.60. 

Compaq Computer retreated 
from new highs after reporting a 
48 per cent rise in fourth-quarter 
sales to $10.9bn. while Internet 
wonder stock Amazon.com 
climbed after a fourth-quarter 
loss of 14 cents per share on 
Tuesday night, compared with 
forecasts of an 18-cent loss and a 
loss of 8 cents in the year-earlier 
period. 


THE NIKKEI 225 added 0.47 per 
cent closing at 14,450.06, on buying 
of hi-tech issues, including Hitachi, 
Kyocera and NEC. The dollar edged 
up against the yen amid renewed 
concern over trade friction between 
Japan and the US. 

Stocks opened moderately higher, 
but soon turned mixed on a retreat 
of major bank stocks. The market 
has been buoyed in recent days by 
bank shares, boosted by reports of 
I mergers and alliances between 
Japanese banks and increased 
efforts to write off bad debts. 

Hamish McRae, page 21 


STOCKS CLOSED sharply higher 
after China’s central bank 
governor doused devaluation 
fears and an overnight rally on 
Wall Street boosted confidence. 
The Hang Seng index was up 
209.83 points, 2.21 per cent, to 
close at 9,719.66. Battered China 
plays took off as investors hunted 
for bargains: the red-chip index 
rose 4.93 per cent to 725.57. while 
the H-share index rose 7.34 per 
cent to 325.87. 

Interbank interest rates fell for 
the second day, helping to boost 
bank and property stocks. 


jJS 8 ® in early afternoon 
trade with the Bovespa index up 

if 8 P ^ cent at 7,766 just after mid- 
day. although volume was 
described as very weak. 

The real was tra ding at 
1.90/dollai; up from its L98/dol!ar 
lows yesterday. Traders said a rise 
rates and statem^ 
fromffie preadentiaj Md 

central Bank stronger denying 

rumours of either a pending 

doUanzationoftheeconom^or 
centralization of exchange 
operations had calmed the 
markets. 
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Power struggle leaves a nasty smell 


PERHAPS IT was too much to 
aspect consecutive victories over 
the Germans and the French in 
the same week On Tuesday Ger- 
hard Schroder came to his sens- 
es and derided it would not be such 
a smart move after all tor Ger- 
many to cancel its nuclear fuel 
rqnocessing contracts with BNFL 
without compensation. First there 
would have been the court case 
with the British government Then 
Inhere would have been the trickier 
(^matter of what to do with 500 
tonnes of radioactive waste arriv- 
ingback on the German Chancel- 
lor’s doorstep. As Mr Schroder's 
more militant Green supporters 
have ably demonstrated, train- 
loads of plutonium tr undli ng 
across the German hinterland do 
not make for good public order. 

The French, however; are made 
of more slippery stuff, and yes- 
terday they won the tussle over 
where Electricity de France's 
£1.9bn takeover of London Elec- 
tricity should be vetted. Brussels 
decided to keep the merger for 
itself and promptly waved the deal 
through on the grounds that who 
keeps the lights burning for two 
million Londoners is neither here 
nor there in the great European 
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scheme of things. So much for sub- 
sidiarity. 

Having played the “national 
interest” card and been roundly 
ignored, the Department of Trade 
and Industry was left to sift the 
wreckage for scraps of consolation. 
The worst that regulators here will 
be able to do is tinker with EdF’s 
licence. 

But they will not now be able to 
stop the merger by referring it to 
the Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Nor will they be able to 
ask the French why it is possible 
for EdF to buy London but 
impossible for London, or anyone 
else on this side of the Channel for 
that matter; to buy EdF. Noe finally 


will they have the leverage to per- 
suade EdF that the mterconnec- 
toi; through which it supplies 7 per 
cent of the UK electricity market,, 
really ought to run In both direc- 
tions. 

It is easy to see why the French 
are so teen on the UK market The 
new energy regulator; Caflum Mc- 
Carthy; let the cat out of the bag 
yesterday by conceding that the 
generators have been rigging the 
electricity pool for the past nine 
years. As it will take another few 
years before the pool is folly 
reformed and operating in a prop- 
er competitive fashion, there is Still 
plenty of scope to make money at 
the consumer's expense. Backed 
by the bottomless pit otherwise 
known as the French taxpayer, 
EdF can hardly wait to get start- 
ed. 

But the real villain of the piece 
is the European Commission. 
From the moment the auction for 
London Electricity began, Brus- 
sels allowed EdF to drives coach 
and horses through its own merg- 
er rules. The most important one 
is the rule that says companies 
cannot launch unconditional bids 
if the takeover qualifies for 
examination by the EC's mergers 


task force. Therule was waived in 
the case of EdF, giving it a crucial 
competitive advantage in the final 
stages of the auction. 

There is the unmistakeable 
smell of stitch-up in the air and 
power politics that go far beyond 
parochial concerns about another 
vertically integrated player en- 
tering the UK electricity market 
British Energy, the loser in the 
auction, could lodge a formal com- 
plaint, butit probably won’t At the 
least there should be an investi- 
gation into exactly how and why 
the Commission came to give the 
French such a free run. 

Northern Rock 

TIMES ABE tough in the mortgage 
market, which is why Leo ffinn has 
found himself between a Northern 
Rock and a hard place. Last year 
the chief executive of the buOding 
society- turned-bank decided to 
sacrifice margins to build market 
share. Handing back £8,000 for 
every £100,000 borrowed ought to 
have been a surefire way of achieve 
ingthaL 

However; the Rock figured with- 
out the major league players in the 


mortgage market also turning 
mean, not to mention Standard life 
popping op witii its own mortgage 
division. So while margins duty 
contracted, so ctid the Rock’s share 
of the market In the second half 

of the yean net lending shrank by 

more than a half, while the bank’s 
share of net new lending fell from 
11 per cent to 7 per cent 

In order to make up ground on 
those big ugly competitors such as 
Prudential, Mr Finn is launching 
a mortgage that permits house- 
buyers to borrow more than the 
value of their homes. Mr Finn 
calls it the Together mortgage. 
Most others would call it an unse- 
cured loan. It was activity of this 
sort that helped create the 
unsustainable credit bubble of the 
late 1980s and then left home- 
owners and mortgage lenders 
picking tbeir way through the rub- 
ble when the property market pre- 
dictably crashed. 

Never mind. Memories are 
short and Mr Finn has a new in- 
terest group - namely his sharer 
holders - to keep sweet by proving 
that he is growing the business. 
The Rode certainty needs to do 
that Its proportion of first-time 
buyers is well below the market 


average, forcing it to retyon the 

pf ofitahli* re u w r tgftg** mar kei- 

Every customer Mr Finn signs 
up at rock-bottom rates is at least 
forced to buy some other product 
tike compulsory insurance, so ris- 
ing fee income is making 19 for 
shrinking interest margins. 

But overall the Rock looks to 
have embarked on a high-risk 
strategy at a time when the hous- 
ing market is flat in its north-east 
heartland and the Prudential has 
Iain an Egg that, by the Rock's own 
arimiaBinn, is tnaWng parts of the 
savings market uneconomic. 

The Rock’s shareholders did 
not like what they saw yesterday. 
Those who are still building soci- 
ety members and who are tempt- 
ed to become shareholders should 
take note. 

Liverpool Victoria 

WITH FRIENDS like Liverpool Vic- 
toria, who needs enemies? 
Britain's biggest friendly society 
has been fined a record £900,000 
for a breathtaking failure to run its 
operations property. 

The customers who provide 
Liverpool Vic's bread-and-butter 


are not. the most sophisticated. A 
good proportion probably have no 
bank accounts and the money 
they hand over on the doorstep 
each month may be less than they 
spend on scratch cards each week. 

All the more reason, then, for 
the society to ensure that its 250 
salesmen Gaud women) were prop- 
erty trained before being let loose 
on an unsuspecting and unso- 
phisticated public. 

Yet the majority appear to have 
been wholly unsuitable for the job 
to begin with and unable to make 
the grade once proper controls 
were belatedly put in place. 

While taking their record pun- 
ishment like men, the Liverpool 
Vic's top men still found time to 
moan that cost of complying with 
the admittedly onerous PIA rules 
wiU force a rethink of how societies 
such as theirs market themselves. 

Many of those who only saved 
because a man from the society 
turned up once a month on the 
doorstep may no longer see a 
salesman at ail, and therefore 
may no longer save. All of which 
is bad news for the Government’s 
wider agenda of social inclusion 
even if our friends from the Liv- 
erpool Vic are not missed. 


China insists yuan 
will not devalue 


CHINA'S CENTRAL banker yes- 
terday gave his strongest pledge 
yet that the mainland currency 
would not be devalued. 

But Dai Xianglong governor 
of the People's Bank of China, of- 
fered no cheer to foreign 
bankers who are smarting after 
befeg told they will not receive 
priority treatment following the 
collapse of Guangdong Interna- 
tional and Investment Corpora- 
tion (G11TC), China's biggest 
ever bankruptcy. 

“[President] Jiang Zemin 
and prime minister Zhu Rongji 
have both said that the renmin- 
bi win not devalue. And as the 
person in charge, I reassureyou 
that the renminbi will not de- 
value,” said Mr Dai at a rare 
press conference. The renmin- 
bi currency is also known as the 
yuan. 

Asian stock markets have 
regularly tumbled over the past 
year on fears that China was 
about to de\alue its currency and 
spark a wave of competitive de- 
valuations in the crisis-ridden 
ration. 

J Tiere is no reason for the 
Uinta to devalue. The current 
foreign exchange reserves of 
China of USJi45bn exceed one 
year's inports for China, and the 
costs of exports are quite stable," 
Mr Dai said. 


By Teresa Poole 
in Peking 


China’s currency is convert- 
ible only on the current account, 
for trade in goods and services, 
and not on the capital account, 
so it has been insulated from 
speculative trading. Neverthe- 
less, regional markets have been 
extremely jittery about the yuan 
since the Brazilian real was 
floated this month. 

Pressed on what factors 
might prompt a devaluation, Mr 
Dai said: “If you insist, I will say 
that the renminbi will only de- 
value when there is a great im- 
balance in the balance of 
payments of China, and there is 
a great increase in the cost of ex- 
ports. But I do not think these 
conditions exist this year." 

In 1998, China strucka record 
trade surplus of US$43J59bn, 
while the retail price index fell 
2.6 per cent Mr Dai reiterated 
forecasts that China's GDP 
growth could reach 7 per cent 
this yean compared with 7.8 per 
cent in 1998, and announced 
that foreign banks would be al- 
lowed to extend their restricted 
operations from the current 23 
dties to all major centres. 

But this upbeat view will do 
little to ease worries about in- 
solvent state banks or reduce the 


shock from the GITIC failure. 

GOTC, which is wholly- 
owned by the provincial gov- 
ernment of Guangdong, 
collapsed in October; but it was 
only this month that it was re- 
vealed to have massive debts of 
US$435bn against US$2L58bn 
assets. Fbreign creditors re- 
portedly have around US$L2bn 
at state. 

These investment corpora- 
tions mushroomed in the early 
1990s as a vehicle for state units 
to raise fbreign capital. 

GITTC’s foreign lenders had 
wdety believed that their regis- 
tered loans were implkatly guar- 
anteed by the Guangdong 
government, but have now been 
informed they must take then- 
place in the queue as the Guang- 
dong Supreme Court handles 
the bankruptcy. 

Mr Dai seemed to dismiss the 

notion that there had been any 
guarantees for the “legitimate 
registered” foreign debt “The 
registration of foreign debt 
means that those capital in- 
tows were allowed or permitted 
by the Chinese authority- It 
does not mean a guarantee from 
the Chinese authority of the 
registered foreign debt," he said. 

Creditors would be protected 
“in accordance with the law", he 
said “If all the registered legit- 
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People's Bank of China governor Dai Xianglong told foreign bankers yesterday they 
would not receive priority treatment after the collapse of GITIC Popperfbto 


Green axes two 
Sears directors 


PHILIP GREEN has axed two 
directors of Sears days after 
winning control of the strug- 
gling retailer, writes Nigel 
Cope. David Defty the finance 
director; and Roger Groom, 
property director, will depart 
with a combined payoff of dm. 

Mr Defty who had been 
interested in laundiing a man- 
agement buyout of the compa- 
ny receives a total of £728,000. 
This consists of £453,410 pay- 
ment for termination of em- 
ployment, a ‘royalty bonus” of 
£220,000 and a discretionary 
bonus of £55,000. This is in 
addition to bis annual salary of 
£220,000. Mr Defty joined Sears 
in June 1994 and was employed 
on a two-year contract. 

Mr Groom receives a total of 
£318,368 made up of £268^68 
severance pay plus a £50,000 
payment to bis pension fund. 
He had been with Sears since 


February 1991 and was also on 
a two-year contract Sir Bob 
Reid, the Sears chairman who 
initially rejected Mr Green's 
bid, is not eligible for compen- 
sation. 

Mr Green has left the divi- 
sional directors in place. They 
are Derek Lovelock, who runs 
the clothing businesses such as 
Miss Selfridge, Adams and "Wal- 
lis, and John Pearmund, who 
runs the Freemans mail-order 
operation. 

The compensation details 
were included in the offer doc- 
ument relating to the recom- 
mended £548m offer for Sears 
launched by January Invest- 
ments, a company fronted by 
Mr Green and backed by the 
Barclay brothers. 

Mr Green is expected to 
take a dose look at head office 
costs at Sears, but has yet to 
come to any decision. 


unate debts of GITIC were re- 
paid, most of the dconestic cred- 
itors, indutfing foreign financial 
institutions, joint ventures, and 
state-owned enterprises, would 
not be repaid at all,” said Mr Dai. 

The problem of the so-called 
“ITTCS” is widespread in China, 
though not wi the same scale as 
GITIC. After peaking at about 
1,000, Mr Dai said there were 
now 239 other ITICS, which be- 
tween them had foreign bor- 
rowings of a further USJSUbn. 


in Brief 

Borders buys into 
Paperchase 

BORDERS, the American 
bookstore group that opened 
its first UK branches last 
year; has bought 19.9 per cent 
of the Paperchase stationery 
chain for an undisclosed 
sum. Borders already owns 
the Books etc stores in 
Britain. Paperchase was a 
management buyout from 
WH Smith in 1996: it has 18 
stores inducting a flagship 
site in Manchester. 

Irish homes rise 

NORTHERN IRELAND will 
top Greater London this year 
as the region with the 
fastest-rising house prices, 
according to regional 
predictions from economic 
consultants Standard & 
Poor's. Prices in Northern 
Ireland are set to rise by 7.6 
per cent against a UK 
average of 4J per cent 

Boost for Oasis 

OASIS STORES, the 
womenswear retailer; 
enjoyed a sales boost in the 
25 weeks to 23 January; 
although it was against weak 
comparisons. December 
trading was ‘'disappointing', 
with shoppers deferring 
buying until the January 
sales. This cut group 
margins by 1.5 points. 


BUSINESS© 


Savings of up to 
50%* for business 
travellers at hotels 
throughout the UK 


O 

o 


i-rom 

29 

Per room per night 


(/) 



Bolton 1 

Liverpool' 

Walsall* 


49 


Only 

59 


■A 

Belfast 


Dover 

Grimsby 

Havant 

Leeds/Selby 

Peterborough 

Portsmouth 

Sheffield 

Stevenage 

York 


• Special winter rates across 
85 hotels 

• Branded restaurants for ail tastes 

• Superior room options at many 
locations 

• Leisure dubs with swimming 
pools at most hotels 


Aberdeen 

Derby/Burton 

Aylesbury 

Leedst 

Ashford 

Edinburgh 

Basildon 

Maidstone/5 evenoaks 

Basingstoke 

Epping 

Bexley 

Manchester Airport 

Birmingham 

Fare ham 

Brentwood 

Milton Keynes 

Birmingham Airport 

Glasgow Erskine 

Bristol 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

BirmlngHani City 

Gloucester 

Cambridge 

Norwich 

Brrghouse 

Hull 

Dublin (IR) 

Nottingham Cty 

Cardiff 

Ipswich 

Fambo rough 

Nottingham/Derby 

Cardiff City 

Lancaster 

Glasgow City 

Preston 

Carlisle 

Leeds/Bradford 

Glasgow Airport 

Reading 

Chester 

Leicester 

Guildford 

Rochester 

Colchester 

Lincoln 

Haydock 

South Minims 

Coventry 

Manchester 

Hemei Hempstead 

Southampton 

Croydon 

Plymouth 

Rugby/Northampton 

High Wycombe 

Hull Marina 

SouthamptorVEastieigh 


Stoke on Trent 

Swansea 

Swindon 

Teesside 

Taunton 

Wakefield 

WarringtonAUmcom 

Washington 

Wot pin ot dr* rtwtea* (nod 


LONDON 


U EXTENDED 
% 1)1,7115™ 


Take advantage of our 
fantastic London rate of only £59 
for any of the following hotels. 
Must book by 5th February. 

Kensington Regent's Park 

Bloomsbury Hampstead 

Heathrow Gatwick 


: further details can be obtained by calling Halifax International 
i ‘{Isle of Man) Limited on 01624 612323 (from within the UK) or 
+44 1624 612323 (from outside the UK). 


HALIFAX 


28th January 1999 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

Contact wanted with 
sharehoklm of Inchcape pic, 
33 Cavendish Square. 
London. 

Please write or fax to: 
ftr Bari, S Heslegaardsvtrj, 
2900 HeQenip, Denmark 
phone.tax+45 3961 9901 


HUMS 4 CONDITIONS: pine shown art per non based an one 
rajfcj ray, ungis ur double occupancy. fuBj induihre of a* and 
imicfe (fflef arailablf at fetid holds » 28* February 1999. 

All ffsrrvatmfri subject to avalebflliy with a tented number ot rooms 
•WlaWe at rhne prarmft&l ratev Bookings to be made via Central 
Reservations prior m arrival at hold. these offers eanat be used in 
conjunction with any other Offer or special promotion. *50% tfrscoun 
represents savings against r** rate, (tattoos* hofeb reserves the 
right to suspend iho special otter at any lime nhhout prior notice. 

Any confirmed or guaranteed bookings canciflfd alter 2pm on (By ol 
annol win beliahfe toatuxt-amroJchayeofth* frrsajhi's'nrfias. 
All unconfirmed bookings Mil be ratoaudM 2pm on day e( arrival. 


Posthouse 


0800 40 40 40 
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iNews Analysis: IFS Green Budget points to pitfalls ahead 

I Memo to Brown: don’t 

iv . . 

i *4 . * 

Ido too much in March 


. "'v. n ' gv Lea Paterson’ 

. . '"a ~ ~ ~ ~ 

. WHEN Gordon Brown deliv- 

-i^r" ered his pre-Budget statement 
• v i- <{' } ;v . back in November, it was wide- 
\S : ly seen as strong on rhetoric but 
short on substance. There were 
'I olenty of persuasive words 
nee< * to k° ost pro- 
' b&’dvity and “steer a course of 


frCwivity and “steer a course of 
stability” far the UK economy, 
a perceived lack of detail 
about exactly how these aims 
, .' would be achieved. 

I r 'ti j?* In March, when the Chan- 
ts’ -p cellor opens his Budget box, 
| v business and the City will be 
;; - £ ;; ‘waiting to see if he can trans- 
'• r late words into action. What pre- 
— . ? : cisely is the Chancellor likely to 

’ | :? . do. and how sensible are his 

1 plans? 

Yesterday the Institute for 
' ! Fiscal Studies tTFS) released its 

: ' 1 1 ' annual assessment of what is 
. : w"* ’ likely to be - and what should 
T 'be-in the Chancellor’s Budget. 
' so-called Green Budget - 

.r , probably the most authoritative 
.rs. • of any of the pre-Budget sub- 
•- ' missions - raises important 
questions about many of 

•• f November's proposals. It also 

an extensive assess- 
A^*.t of the UK's economic 
prospects, which are not as 
w .‘V 'Tosy as the Treasury would 
■ ' have us believe, 
i ! • According to the Green Bud- 
get -produced in collaboration 

with Goldman Sachs - the UK 

-|l.TTi^]^~econoniy wiU “flirt with reces- 
-^--■^ g^a T^sion" in 1999. The economy is 


' **aafpredicted to grow by just 0.4 per 
~~~~cent- substantially less than the 
!'~1 to 1.5 percent forecast by the 
Chancdlor in November “Many 
" ; of the characteristic early fea- 
tures of past recessionary 
; episodes are now apparent 1 " the 
: IFS warned. 

(^r the medium term, how- 
1 eveir things look a little less 
■ - bleak. Like the Chancellor the 
* . IFS believes the economy will 
- ■ bounce back sharply towards 
~the end of the year thanks to a 
. combination of looser fiscal pol- 
icy and lower interest rates. 

What does this mean for the 
: public finances? In November, 

' : the Chancellor insisted that his 
. two fiscal rules -onfy borrow to 
• invest, and keep the debt-to- 
, GDP ratio at a “stable and pru- 
; dent” level - would be meL 


00#to*s* ^ 
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Despite the gloomy outlook 
for growth, the IFS believes the 
Chancellor will meet his rules, 
but only just Any unexpected 
downturn in the economy, no 
matter how slight, could knock 
the public finances off course. 
The implication is that there is 
little scope far farther loosening 
fiscal policy. 'The Chancellor 
should essentially do nothing to 
change the overall tax burden.'’ 
said David Walton of Goldman 
Sadis, a co-author of the Green 
Budget 

This does not of course, pre- 
clude flie Chancellor from shift- 
ing the balance of the tax 
burden from one part of society 
to another. So Labour’s long- 
standing promise of a lop start- 
ing rate of tax could still become 
a reality - it would simply be 
financed by raising taxes else- 
where rather than hiking bor- 
rowing. 

Although the ldp tax rate 
may still be feasible, it is not nec- 
essarily desirable, says the IFS. 
The Green Budget argues that 
the lOp tax rate would neither 
promote employment -which is 
primarily influenced by the 
structure of toe benefit system 
- nor help those on very low 
incomes who pay no tax at alL 
Fbr better would be to replace 


the lOp promise with a commit- 
ment to raise tax allowances. 

Where does the IFS stand on 
the centrepiece of Mr Brown’s 
pre-Budget statement meeting 
the UK’s “productivity chal- 
lenge”? In November the Chan- 
cellor outlined a range of 
measures designed to close the 
UK productivity gap. Experts at 
the IFS, however; have doubts 
both about the scale of the 
problem and the effectiveness 
of Mr Brown's proposals. 

According to the IFS's 
Rachel Griffith, the factors most 
likely to influence UK produc- 
tivity - education, training and 
regulation - lie outside the 
Chancellor's control. What’s 
more, the measures Mr Brown 
has proposed are almost 
exclusively focused on smaller 
firms. As the bulk of research 
and development and capital 
investment is undertaken by 
larger firms, the Chancellor's 
initiatives are unlikely to impact 
on overall levels of R&D and 
capital expenditure. Specific 
tax incentives also run the risk 
of introducing undesirable dis- 
tortions into the market place 
and encouraging tax avoidance. 

Proposed environmental 
taxes, by contrast were broad- 
ly welcomed by the IFS. In 


November, Lord Marshall the 
British Airways chairman, pub- 
lished the results of an exten- 
sive study of environmental 
taxes, and came out in favour of 
an energy tax for industry. Mr 
Brown is generally expected to 
follow Lord Marshall’s recom- 
mendations. a move which 
could be “hi ghl y effective”, ac- 
cording to IFS experts. 

A tax based on the carbon 
content of fossil fuels, fra: ex- 
ample, would be simple to apply 
and well-targeted, toe IFS be- 
lieves. The main difficulty with 
an industry energy tax - that it 
undermines UK competitive- 
ness by raising business costs 
- could be solved by reducing 
business taxes in other areas. 

The main message from the 
Green Budget seems to be that 
in many areas Mr Brown would 
be best advised to dn nothing. 1 
Any alteration of toe overall tax 
burden could jeopardise the 
fiscal rules, while specific tax 
breaks designed to boost pro- 
ductivity could introduce un- 
wanted distortions. 

The implication is that if the 
Chancellor's Budget in March 
follows the tone of his pre-Bud- 
get statement - strong on 
rhetoric, short on substance - 
it may be no bad thing. 
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Trade frictions may rub 
Euroland the wrong way 


THE imbalances are growing 
and danger signs flashing. No, 
I don't mean ours: despite the 
latest figures the UK wQl have 
ended the year with something 
dose to a current-account bal- 
ance. Much more worrying is 
the triangular relationship be- 
tween the US, Japan and con- 
tinental Europe. 

The past few days have seen 
increasing concern about toe 
widening current account im- 
balance between the US and 
Japan. Although this tension 
has been evident far years, the 
mood has become more ill- 
tanpered. The US deputy trade 
representative was refused a 
meeting with Japan’s deputy 
finance minister; who was “too 
busy" to see him. In itself that 
means very little - meetings 
like that rarely produce any 
worthwhile progress - but it 
shows that the mutual irritation 
and even incomprehension 
between the two countries has 
ratcheted up a few notches. 

The reason? The current 
account gap has also ratcheted 
up in recent months. This week 
it was revealed that Japan's ex- 
ports were down in 1998 on 1997 
- but those to the US were up. 
Meanwhile Japanese imports 
(including those from toe US) 
were dramatically down. 

More about the implications 
of that in a moment Less 
prominent on the financial 
community radar, but a strong 
political story, has been toe 
banana war between toe US 
and Europe. Unless you live in 
one of the banana-producing 
countries, this is more a sym- 
bolic issue. But the much more 
important trade issue is the 
enormous current account sur- 
plus of toe euro zone. 

Until now the current ac- 
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McRae 

The danger is that the US 
dollar may weaken loo 
sharply, and all the latent 
protectionism emerge 


count surplus of Euroland (or 
Eurolande in Flench) has at- 
tracted hardly any notice. We 
have yet to think of toe region 
as cme entity and look; at figures 
in that way. This is not sur- 
prising: there are no official bal- 
ance of payments statistics for 
Euroland, as the figures 3re stiQ 
published in national accounts. 
So anyone who looked at these 
figures could see that France 
and Italy had large current 
account surpluses and that 
Germany was in modest deficit. 
But people tended not to both- 
er to pull the figures together 
and see what implications 
there might be, for example, for 
the value of toe euro. 

Now, following the sharp fall 
in the dollar since last autumn, 
and particularly since the 
launch of the euro, the markets’ 
focus has shifted Current ac- 
count imbalances are not just 
causes of r umbling political 
discontent, although they re- 
main that They have become 
sources of market concern. 

This has fed back to toe US 
administration, which to judge 


by the remarks of Larry Sum- 
mers, the deputy treasury sec- 
retary, is seriously concerned 
While the US economy can- 
tered on and investors flooded 
to the dollar, it was passible to 
argue that the current account 
imbalance was as much a sym- 
bol of toe attractiveness of US 
business as a sign of weakness. 
The big capital account surplus, 
the symbol of US excellence, 
was more important than the 
current account deficit. 

That argument was valid 
until last year. Then, as the 
graph on the left shows, the cur- 
rent account deficit suddenly 
lurched farther in to the red It 
is now nearly 3 per cent of GDI? 
dose to its worst level of the late 
1980s. The US still attracts in- 
ward investment, but the pile- 
up of debt in foreign hands has 
meant that for the first time 
since the Second TOxrid War the 
US is running a deficit on 
interest, profit and dividends as 
well as on merchandise trade. 
It is, so to speak, borrowing to 
pay the interest on earlier bor- 
rowings. Quite suddenly, the US 
faces a situation where its 
debts could whiz out of controL 

That has not happened yet 
While foreigners are prepared 
to hold dollars, it can carry on 
for a long time running a deficit. 
What would you hold, after all 
- dollars or the Brazilian real? 
The turmoil in the rest of the 
world has enhanced toe status 
of toe doDar as a safe haven. 

The value is underpinned by 
purchasing power parities 
CPPP). Measured by these, toe 
dollar is not overvalued against 
the leading European curren- 
cies or the Japanese yen. Ster- 
ling on a PPP basis, “ought” to 
be about $1.45, according to new 
calculations by Citicorp - not 
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the SI. 65 it has been for many 
months. Nor would anyone 
wish on the US toe position of 
Japan, where domestic de- 
mand is plun g in g , people are 
frightened for their jobs and the 
authorities seem powerless. 

Nevertheless, at same stage 
the long American boom wffl 
peter out, and if toe experience 
of previous eyries is any guide, 
the dollar will weaken sharply- 
The danger is that it may weak- 
en too sharply, and that all the 
latent protectionism will 
emerge. As the US points out, 
it is not reasonable to expect the 
US to be toe buyer of last resort 
for toe rest of the world’s goods. 

How will this affect Europe? 
In some ways Euroland seems 
a worse offender than Japan, 
for as a percentage of GDP its 
current account siuplus is larg- 
er (see ri ght-hand graph ) . It too 
suffers from a deficiency in 
domestic demand The German 
and French recoveries have 
been largely' driven by exports 
- in fact, one of the big concerns 
in Germany is that the export 
boom is ending and that tbis will 
pull back growth this year 

It is not hard to see trade re- 
lations between Europe and the 
US becoming as tense as those 
between Japan and the US. The 
UK is not an offender at all: we 
are not members of Euroland 
and are roughly in current ac- 
count balance. But we will get 
swept up in toe tension, for we 
are part of the EU trading bloc | 

The problem, looting ahead, 
is to see quite how a rumbling 
discontent might turn into 
something that actually dam- | 
ages the world's open trading j 
economy. It is absolutely dear 
that the US cannot drag along 
toe rest of the world for much 
longer but it is hard to see the 
circ umstances and timing of 
the end of the long boom. 

When American growth 
does slacken, it is desperately 
important that both Euroland 
and Japan have managed to 
crank up domestic demand, if 
they have done so, toe world 
economy muddles through a 
moderately difficult period from 
2000 to perhaps 2004. But if their 
economies remain more or 
less stagnant, and the US econ- 
omy falters, then things do 
become more worrying. , 


.»*■— nor the same price as a copy of The 
1 j Independent -45p- we are offering 
you the chance to treat a friend to 
-L a meal, and then save 25 per cent 
every time you eat in selected restaurants. 

The Independent is running this offer as 
an introduction to Transmedia, the restau- 
rant card. All you need to do is collect four 
tokens from The Independent, and appfy for 
a Transmedia card, as long as you hold a 
valid Visa, Mastercard, Delta or American 
Express card This lyansmedia card can be 
used in hundreds of restaurants in Britain 
as a payment card. \bu pay the fall amount, 
and Transmedia will then refund 25 percent 
of the bill directly to your Visa. Mastercard, 
Delta or American Express 
account, excluding VAT and service - lor 
example, if toe bill comes to £100, you will 
be refunded £25. 

The card can be used as often as you like, 
for breakfast, lunch or dinner at any of the 


Eat out and save 
a fortune 


selected restaurants. Even betten when you 
use toe card for the first time in conjunc- 
tion with this Independent offec the cost of 
one meat for a guest, up to the value of £20, 
will be just 45 pence. 

Transmedia are able to offer this 
excellent value as they pre-purchase food 
and beverage “credits” at a discounted 
price from selected restaurants, and then 
pass on the saving to the card-holder. 

When you apply for this offei; you will 
receive a membership pack; which contains 
the Tran&media listings of hundreds 
of selected restaurants in Britain. Card- 
holders will receive an updated ver- 
sion every three months. Membership at 
Thmsmedia normally costs £35 per annum, 
but with this offer you will receive six 
months’ trial membership for free. 

So if you would like fa treat a friend fa 
a meal for the price of a newspaper - start 
collecting your tokens today! 
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HOW TO APPLY 
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APPLICATION FORM 


THE GEORGE RESTAURANT 
@ Tba Whipper-In Hotel 
tf'fartat Rat#, Oakham. 01572 756971 

WOSEYSmt 
THE ALBANY 

6 OM Hall Street. Lncrpoo! L3. 0151-236 3920 


Please conydenc udrg biodc eapkadi k card should appear. 


FISHBtMAN'S HUT 

175 Hampton Hoad. Twickenham 7W2L 

0181-155 62Z2 

FRIENDS RESTAURANT 

II H&i Sow. Pinner HA5. 0161-866 D2S6 

No I. ST JOHNS 

The Cumberland Hotel. ! Si Johns Road. 

Harrow. HAI . OW-863 4111 
MEMORIES OF INDIA 
160-162 Thombury Read. Osortay. 

0181 847 1548 
THE MELTING POT 

4^. VWefcsJey Parade. Wefledcy Road. Strawberry 
HU. Twickenham TW1 0181 098 7178 
QUAYSIDE BiSTRO 
Wfflow Tree Mart*. Wfest Quay Driw. 

■fearfng UB4. 0181-841 2500 
DA REMO 

Denham Wlhge. Uxbridge UBS. 01895 032425 

REMO'S VILLAGE 

267 Field End Road. Easton* HA4. 

0101-666 7280 

SIMPLY NICO HEATHROW 

Smckley Road. West Drayton. 01095 437564 

SPICE OF PRESTON 

210 Preston Road. North Wembley HA9. 

0101-385 0202 

MORFOUC 

THE BELL INN RESTAURANT 
Beccfc* Rood. Sc. Obvea NR3I. 01493 480249 
BRUMMELLS SEAFOOD RESTAURANT 
7 M ^ Men Street. Norwich NR3. 01603 625555 
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Home Address 


Home phone 
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job 
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„ Postcode-- — 
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HAPPY GATHERING RESTAURANT 
134-147 Bridge! Street. Northampton NN1. 
01604 21575 

NORTH YDfttCEHBRE 

CASAROMANA 

23 Ctactadam Crescent. Harrogme. 

01423 568568 

I THE NEWINGTON RESTAURANT 
' The Newington Motel 147 Mount VNe.'fiark. 

D 1 904 625173 

ST WILLIAMS RESTAURANT 

'fade Minster. St Wlflbms CoOego. 3 CoCege 
Street, Ybric YOt- 01904 634030 
NOrmGHAMSFflRE 
BUTLER & BONES 
7a Broad Street. N«tif#ham NGl. 

0115 948 4045 

SHJHIA PINKS ....a-nenoo 

38-46 Goose^se, Notdngham- 01*5 958 ww 
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Our Most 
Powerful PCs 
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with 

to pay ■ 11113 
until the 

Year 

2000 - I;l , 

Buy any of these Time 

‘Ultimate PC’ systems 

at Sale Prices and get 

12 months Interest Free Credit " 

with not a penny to pay until the Year 20001 


400MHz Intel Pentium II Processor 
128Mb SDRAM 
1 0.1 GbUDMA hard cftsK 
DVD-ROM drive x4 and SoftOVD decoder 
15° digital colour screen (IT - opdonaJ extra} 

8Mb ATI AGPx2 3D Graphics 
SoundBlaster 64v 3D PCI Wavetable 
56K PCI votes modem 
Premium speaker system (not shown) 

Windows 98. Lotus SmartSuitB Millennium 
& IBM Via Votes 98 Executive Speech Recognition 
FREE PC-TV System 
FREE Teletext and Video Capture 
All standard features below 


BestBuy 

400-2 s DVD 30 6wc 
Modoltmwn 







UftimatePC 




• 400MHz AMD KfrZ 3D Processor 

• 128Mb SDRAM • 13Gb UDMA hard disk 

• DVD-ROM drive x4 and SoftDVD decoder 

• 17' digital cotour screen (19* optional extra) 

• 8Mb ATI AGPx2 30 Graphics 

• SoundBlaster 64v 3D PCI Wavetable 

• 56K PCJ votes modem 

• 3D Nowl Technology 

• Executive Subwoofer speaker system (shown) 

• Windows 98, Lotus SmartSutte Millennium & IBM 
ViaVotee 98 Executive Speech Recognition 

• FREE PC-TV System 

• FREE Teletext and Video Capture 

■ FREE Cokxs’ videophone camera (limited offer) 

• AS standard features below 


£1169:1™ 


£1392; 


450-2 OVD Modal: Ell 46 +VAT = El 345 .38 450-2 s OVD Model: El 445 +VAT =1897.88 With 

with 450MHz Intel PBrrtium II processor 450MHz Intel Pentium II processor, 256Mb RAM. 

rtew look case and LS-1 20 superfloppy drive 
(excludes 3D Nowl). 

Standard Features on Nl idocMk AB Bacfciv CDs, S12K cache. 1 .44Mb Soppy drive. Morasoft IntaKpoH mouse, keyboard. tu»y Win98 wid 
Yaar 2000 compSmt. 60 mnuta VHS vweoftraHng guide E»»c Hoctaia also hdkjcie JoysDcft. gamepad, rmoophone end over 13 aura CD 
sothuara flttes and 5 lop Barnes tor only ESS 4-VAT =» L11SJ3S ex&a Product codes 1 See paga 31 td our PC Buyer's Glide. 
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Freephone Time today Offers end 31 st January 

0800 77 tl 07 

120 stores nationwide. For store details call 0800 316 2 317 

Direct Sales Unes Open: Monday- Friday BOOsni-Bpm, Saturday 8am -Epm Sunday: 10am -4pm 
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Oil giants fail 
to get a grip on 
sliding prices 

nn c uoi Dcm — — 


Investment 



OILS HELPED drag the stock 
market lower as further evi- 
dence of the impact of the im- 
poverished crude price 
^materialised. 

* Disappointing results from 
oil giants Chevron and Total 
hit BP Amoco, the newly -cre- 
ated giant ranking as Fbotsie's 
largest constituent, and Shell. 

BP fell I6p to 84ip and 
Shell 11.25p to 307.25p. Trad- 
ing in both stocks was heavy. 

The merger of BP and US 
group Amoco has helped sup- 
port the enlarged group's 
shares, giving the impression 
of relative strength. 

Many tracker funds had to 
pile into BP to maintain their 
portfolio balance when its size 
ballooned following the Amoco 
deal. But poor old Shell, ru- 
moured to be seeking a merg- 
er with a major oil group, has 
had no such luck. 

Its shares are at their low- 
est since 1996. Last spring the 
price was 463 jp. And in 1997 

touched 484.5p. 

Jt Like other oil groups Shell 
has striven to cut costs. But 
any short-term fix for its 
shares would require deter- 
mined corporate action. And 


DRAGON OIL flared 11.75p 
to 28p as small investors 
banked on the ruler of 
Dubai to revamp the 
group. Through Emirates 
National Oil Co. the Dubai 
government bid I5p a 
share and built a 69 per 
cent stake. Witfa 31 per 
cent of the capital still in 
hands, the Dragon 
sKare listing should be 
preserved. Emirates 
National says it is 
e xaminin g how best to 
develop Dragon’s 
interests. The shares once 
topped loop. 


that would mean, in the pre- 
' sent bleak environment a 
' mergerwith another giant; in 
effect the two would cuddle 
together to keep warm. 

The BP deal with Amoco 
prevents the integrated oil 
index from bumping along at 
a 1998/99 low but the explo- 
ration and production sector 
despite the proposed Enter- 
prise Ofi/Lasmo merger, has 
no such protection. 

^Its shares were again deep 
dumps with Enterprise 
HaHing 2p to 225.5p, equalling 
a level last seen in 1987. 
Lasmo, which has drawn a lit- 
tle comfort from the feeling 
that it wfll draw some premi- 
um from any merger, held at 
a still hugely depressed 97.5p. 

British Borneo, a shade 
firmer at 97.5p, is at its level 
of three years ago. and Pre- 
mier OQ, off lp at I3.5p, is an- 
other that has lost touch with 
its 90p peak. 

Fbotsie fell 9.3 points to 
5,876.4 in heavy trading with 
share turnover topping 12 
billion. In early trading the 
index scored a 103 gain. Gov- 


Market 

Report 



Derek 

Pain 


eminent stocks were tittle 
changed. 

Much of the action was on 
the under-card with a round of 
takeover speculation among 
engineers sending the mid-cap 
index up 465 to 4,903.3 and the 
small -cap 7.8 to 2.102.8. 

Both indices have been in 
the doldrums, reflecting the 
torture inflicted in the past 
seven months on medium and 
small companies. 

Senior Engineering led 
the charge, up I35p Lo I19p. 
Besides any takeover element 
it drew strength from today's 
analysts meeting and a posi- 
tive stance by ABN Amro. 

Others on a speculative 
high included TI, up 30p to 
350p. Morgan Crucible, 16p 
to 1885p, and BBA, 25p at 
385p. 

Glynwed, one of Albert E 
Sharp’s favourites, hardened 
I05p to 159p and Laird moved 
ahead 26.5p (after 40p> to l99p 
in busy trading. 



Pifldngtotfs, on its trading 
statement and confirmation of 
its Brazilian bit of around 
£l5m, rose 3p to 54p. 

Reed International, the 
publisher up 4I.75p to571.75p. 
caught the Internet buzz, 
seemingly on the back of de- 
veloping 15 web sites for its 
various magazines. 

Mirror, the newspaper 
publisher awaiting takeover 
action, hardened 25p to 21 Ip. 

Colt Telecom gained 46p to 
l,276p, despite the emergence 
of a powerful US rival Levels 
Rank, the out of favour 
leisure group, rose 85p (after 
12p) to 2035p on vague talk of 
executive appointments and, 
possibly, some corporate 
interest The bombed out 
shares were 41 Dp last year and 
545p three years ago. 


COMPANY RESULTS 


4anK Turnover (£) 

.JjfLfl) 0478m (049101) 

•ames WnUwn (I) 35 51m (31.67m) 

BagUnr letan (l) 6 51m [4.63m) 

torthern Rock (F) - H 

twerseren luawttoral (D 147.47m (1 69.48m) 


inter Stam & Go (l) 

F) - Rial (Q - Intern 


4.77m (5 742m) 


Pre-tax (£) 

-1.085m (-1.071m) 

EPS 

■3 D8P l-3S7p) 

Dividend 

-H 

521m (4.82m) 

10J9p (taip) 

3660 (3.3p) 

Q 556m (0382ml 

4.3p(3.4p) 

I.Dp (0.67P) 

202.6m (188.3m) 

3Q.8pl27.ap) 

12.0p(10.5p) 

9.74m (-32.18m) 

&53p |-36.73p) 

-0.1P) 

0 162m (0.855m) 

-0.46p( ■ 2.430) 

-H 


BTP, the chemical group, 
climbed 32p to 3575p on BT 
Alex-Brown support and 
Vodafone, with ABN Amro 
forecasting a 1,600 price, im- 
proved 23p to I,1825p- 

Capitai, the casino opera- 
tor, was shuffled 55p lower to 
54p after bid taiics were called 
off. But Primesight, a media 
group, added 24p to 283p as 
talks with a possible predator 
got under way. Wyndtaatn 
Motor moved 5p ahead to 
18lp after Ryland emerged as 
the potential bidder. 

Le Riche, a Channel Island 
stores group, plunged 85p to 
4l0p following a profits warn- 
ing and disappointing figures 
lowered Games Workshop, a 
computer games group, 475p 
to 3975p. 

National Grid and British 
Energy fell after regulator 
Callum McCarthy claimed 
electricity prices were too 
high. Grid dulled I4p to 4955p 
and Energy 39p to 684.5p. 

Kingfisher, with trading at 
is French unit triggering in- 
terest. gained 42p to 628p and 
Dixons was again on the 
march, up 53p to l,029p. 

Banks were ruffled by 


THE BITTER takeover bid 
battle for Blockleys. the 
building materials group, 
looks like being resolved 
at a specially called 
shareholders meeting, 
Bidder Natural 
Building Materials (NRM) 
has called the meeting to 
vote on replacing three 
Blockleys directors with 
NBM men. Blockleys 
believes the bid will fail 
and sees the meeting as 
an attempt to win control 
through the backdoor. 
Blockleys shares held at 
375p. 


Brazil's problems and anxiety 
ahead of their profits season. 
Barclays fed 45p to l,313p. 

Arjjo Wiggins Appleton, 
the paper and packaging 
group, finned 3.5p to I035p 
after Warburg Dillon Read 
suggested a I37p break-up 
value. 

Reflee, the reflective inks 
group, held at 4p ahead of an 
expected cash raising exer- 
cise, and Recognition Sys- 
tems fell 3p to 12.75p after 
winning only 69 per cent take 
up for its 9p rights issue. 

Systems Integrated, up 
fL5p to I95p, said it could not 
explain the jump other than its 
return to profits. Three years 
ago the shares were I28p. 

In busy trading Booker, the 
struggling cash and carry 
chain, rose 7p to 53p on talk 
that Wal-Mart, the US giant 
keen to build its European op- 
erations. may strike. In the 
past Asda has been regarded 
as the most likely target 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1.2bn 
SEAQ TRADES; 69,500 
GILTS: n/a 


Payday 


WH Smith comeback 
hangs on its Net play 


WH SMITH continued its re- 
covery yesterday with a solid, 
if unspectacular Christmas 
trading statement that pushed 
the shares up 75p to 597.5p. 

At its annual meeting in 
London, the retailer said total 
sales in the 19 weeks to 9 Jan- 
uary were 2 per cent up on the 
period a year earlier. This in- 
cluded the John Menzies stores 
bought for £68m last March and 
other new space. Underlying 
sales showed a l per cent rise, 
in line with figures reported at 
the time of the group’s full-year 
results in November. 

TVading was boosted by a 
late surge in demand in 
December and early January. 
Interestingly, a star performer 
was the Internet Bookshop, 
the online bookseller bought 
last summer. Its sales rose by 
70 per cent to £l.?m from Sep- 
tember, with orders in Decem- 
ber up by 170 per cent 

This business, together with 
WH Smith's plans to relaunch 
its website in the spring on the 
back of the acquisition of Heli- 
con, the Hutchinson ency- 
clopaedia publisher, earlier this 
month, has lit the Internet 
flame under WH Smith's 
shares. They have surged to 
record highs in recent weeks as 
the market anticipates WH 
Smith becoming an Internet 
portal with add-on services in 


BY Nigel Cope 
A ssociate City Editor 

electronic commerce. Howev- 
er. although much progress 
has been made under Richard 
Handover, who replaced Bill 
Cockburn as chief executive 18 
months ago, there is still much 
work to do. 

With Virgin Our Price, Wa- 
ters tone's and The Wall sold 
and Menzies. IBS and Helicon 
acquired, the new structure of 
the business looks to be more 
or less in place. The central 
challenge now is twofold First, 
management must drive the 
core retail chain forward, fo- 
cusing on its chosen main mar- 
kets of boobs, stationery and 
newspapers and magazines. 
The City is waiting for evi- 
dence that the company can 
drive margins and average cus- 
tomer spend higher as well as 
pushing sales forward. Sec- 
ond WH Smith must develop a 
credible Internet strategy. 

In the core c hain, yester- 
day's figures showed that book 
sales were up by 5 per cent but 
magazine and stationery sales 
were flat, with music and video 
sliding. There is good progress 
on margins, the company says, 
with the performance particu- 
larly encouraging in the high- 
margin books sector where 
WH Smith has been losing 


Market value- El.49bn. share price 597.5p ( + 7.5p) 

Trading record 1994 1995 1995 1997 1998 

Turnover (£bn) 7 A 2.7 2.8 2.7 3.* 

Profit For the year (Em) 83. 4 101.0 -194.0 51.0 257.0 
Earnings per share (p) 19 9 23 9 -71.4 8.6 77.0 

Dividends per share (p) 15 4 10.7 15.65 T5.65 20.75 


Share price 

pence 

650 



WH Smith core Chain 

J Sales growth by product 
j 19 wetrhs to 9 January. X 

I 6 



| 94 95 96 97 98 99 

share for 20 years. The difficulty 
is the Menzies high-street 
stores, which are taking longer 
than expected to integrate. 

Ashley Thomas, retail ana- 
lyst at SG Securities, says there 
is little downside in the current 
share price, with around £250m i 
of cash still in the business and 
a potential valuation of around 
530p for the core business and 
lOOp to 120p for the Internet i 
Bookshop. Much win depend on i 




the website relaunch: if it is just 
another service provider, such 
as Dixons' Freeserve, this will 
be a disappointment. But if it 
can leverage the educational 
strength of the WH Smith 
brand and include a range of 
extra services, the shares will 
respond accordingly. 

On unchanged foil-year fore- 
casts of £1 30m, the shares trade 
on a forward pfe of 16 and rep- 
resent an intriguing prospect. 


Powerscreen is back in the black 


POWERSCREEN Internation- 
al, the engineering group 
rocked by an accounting scan- 
dal, yesterday took the first 
step on the road to recovery as 
it unveiled a return to the blade 

The Northern Irish equip- 
ment maker - currently under 
investigation by the Serious 
Fraud Office over a £65m black 
hole at one of its subsidiaries - 
posted a £9. 7m interim pre-tax 
profit after plunging £3 2 .2m 
into the red in 1997. 

The bulk of that loss was due 
to accounting irregularities dis- 
covered two years ago at its 
tractor unit, Matbro. The affair 
triggered a collapse in Power- 
screen shares and the depar- 
ture of its chief executive, Shay 
McKeown, and finance director 
Barry Cosgrove, in March. 

The chairman, John Craig, 


Bagging the 
wrong animal 

CLAUDE BEBEAR, rharrman 
and chief executive of the 
French financial services giant 
AXA, has obviously got his 
priorities right 

While Mr Beb ear's under- 
lings were slaving away last 
week trying to work out 
whether they should increase 
AXA’s 360p offer for Guardian 
Royal Exchange iGREl, the 
boss was in Africa “big game 
hunting". 

How could bagging a UK in- 
surance company possibly 
compete with bagging a wild an- 
imal on the high veldt? I'm 
sure Mr Bebear’s shareholders 
will join me in wishing him the 
best of luck on his next shoot 

On the tiles 

FORMER TORY ministers usu- 
ally end up at ml companies, in 
my experience, but Michael 
Jack, the last finandal secre- 
tary to the Treasury before the 


BY FRANCESCO GUEBRERA 

said yesterday the company 
had responded “very positive- 
ly to its problems of last year". 

Finance director John Ken- 
neriey said the cost of imple- 
menting “rigorous financial 
controls" throughout the 
Belfast-based group had wiped 
around £200,000 from the in- 
terim earnings. The company 
had also spent £l.5m on legal 
and accountancy fees for the 
SFO investigation. 

Mr Kennerley said the in- 
quiry could go on for up to six 
months. He added that toe new 
management had still not de- 
cided whether to take legal ac- 
tion against some of the people 
involved in the Matbro debacle. 

Analysts noted that the 
shares, down 4.5p to 12l.5p 


People and 
Business 

BY JOHN 
WILLCOCK 


victory of New Labour, has just 
joined the board ofTopps Tfles. 

The recently floated group 
claims it is “the UK’s largest 
specialist tile retailer" and op- 
erates a chain of warehouse- 
style tile stores. 

Mr Jack survived the Gen- 
eral Election massacre and is 
still Member of Parliament far 
Fyide in Lancashire, a seat he 
first took in 1987. 

Before be entered politics Mr 
Jaek started his business with 
Proctor & Gamble, which might 
prove of some use in his new 
role as a non-exec at Topps 
Tiles. 

He may not be so keen to 
quote his subsequent experi- 
ence working at Marks & 
Spencer not the current re- 
tailing flavour of the month at 
alL 



Craig: ‘Positive response* 

yesterday, had fallen a long 
way from their 552 .5p peak at 
the start of 1998. One analyst 
said the stock- on seven times 
full-year forecast earnings of 
£2Gm - looked cheap. He added 
that the company's core busi- 
nesses were showing under ly- 



Dynasty’s end 

ANOTHER great British in- 
dustrial dynasty will end this 
month when Lord Weir retires 
as chairman of Weir Group, the 
Glasgow-based pump and 
valve maker 

He will be replaced by Sir 
Eton Garrick, the current chief 
executive. Duncan Whyte has 
been recruited from Scottish 
Power to be the new chief 
executive. 

The Weir Group was found- 
ed 125 years ago by Lord Weir's 
great grandfather and his 
brother, in Liverpool. 

The company moved to 
Glasgow in the 1970s as the oil 
industry sucked the pump 
industry north of the border. 

Lord Weir, 65. takes the Tory 


ing strength, led by its screen- 
ing division that supplies equip- 
ment to the building materials 
industry. “Their business has 
quite a lot of potential espe- 
cially as they have a good ex- 
posure to the booming US." 
Others warned that the bulk of 
Powers creea's earnings still 
comes from the UK and could 
be vulnerable to downturn. 

Analysts agreed that the 
company was in much better 
financial shape after using the 
£40m from a series of sales, in- 
cluding Matbro, to cut debt 
Gearing was now around 35 per 
cent compared to 210 per cent 
in March. The fall in debt also 
helped the company to break 
free from a punishing agree- 
ment with some of its banks and 
to negotiate a new £3Qra-plus 
facility on better terras. 


whip in the Lords. He started 
his career at G&J Weir in 1950 
with a holiday apprenticeship 
in the repair department 

His grandfather's butler 
would lay out his boiler suit 
each day, so company legend 
has it 

After this gentle introduc- 
tion to the world of engineer- 
ing the young Lord did a spell 
of national service and joined 
the family firm full time in 
1957. 

Mr Whyte, a 52-year old 
Scottish chartered accountant 
□early went to work for Weir in 
1975 as finance director of the 
valve company. 

But Mr Whyte was per- 
suaded to stay at Arthur 
Andersen and become a 
partner in the accountancy 
firm's office in Edinburgh in- 
stead. 

Now 23 years later Whir has 
finally got its man. 

Best of Britton 

RICHARD BRITTON started 
out as a poacher, then turned 
statutory gamekeeper and is 


Games 
Workshop 
seeks new 
markets 


BY NIGEL COPE 

GAMES WORKSHOP, the war 
games company that shocked 
the market with a profits warn- 
ing last May. is aiming its bat- 
talions at overseas markets in 
the hope of making up for slug- 
gish growth in the UK. 

The company has launched a 
game called Warhammer Fan- 
tasy Battle for the Japanese 
market, while also pushing 
ahead with store openings in the 
US. However, the group disap- 
pointed the City again with half- 
year figures below expectations. 

Pre-tax profits were 8 per 
cent up at £a2m. forcing analysts 
to reduce forecasts. The news 
pushed the shares down -iTJjp to 
397_5p. compared with their high 
of 857p last spring 

Games Workshop's speciali- 
ty Is toy soldier board games, 
which aficionados spend hours 
playing using the manufactur- 
er's guide books. It manufac- 
tures the games and sells them 
through its own network of al- 
most 200 stores as well as 
through independent retailers. 

Last year it came a cropper 
due to the strong pound, an ill- 
advised price increase and poor 
stock control This year it claims 
to have put matters right under 
Chris Prentice, who succeeded 
founder Tom Kirktivas chief ex- 
ecutive last year. 

He is frying to more the busi- 
ness from ite entrepreneurial ori- 
gins to a more solid, professional 
approach. New management 
systems are being introduced to 
a company that now has half of 
its stores overseas. 

Tim Steer of Merrill Lynch 
said: “The key to the company's 
success lies in whether it can 
manage this transition suc- 
cessfully while expanding on an 
international front I think it 
probably can.” 

Underlying sales were up by 
11 percent in the half year This 
has slowed a little since the end 
of the half year in November but 
is still well into positive territo- 
ry The group's own stores are 
doing well although sales 
through independent toy and 
hobby stores have been weaker 

On Merrill Lynch's reduced 
foil-year forecasts of£IZ5m. the 
shares trade on a forward mul- 
tiple of 15. Not bugely expensive 
for a former glamour stock, but 
not without risks either. 


now about to become a self-reg- 
ulatory gamekeeper. 

Let me explain. Mr Britton 
spent the first 14 years of his 
career as a bond salesman, 
with Merrill Lynch and Drex- 
el Lambert 

Then in 1985 he joined the 
Securities and Investments 
Board to work on capital mar- 
kets supervision. 

He has now spent nearly 14 
years in that role, latterly 
under the banner of the Fi- 
nancial Services Authority 
(ESA)'. 

Now Mr Britton is joining 
the International Securities 
Market Association risraa) as 
head of market supervision 
for a new screen-based bond 
dealing system called CORE- 
DEAL. 

It means he will have to go 
another three stops on the 
Docklands Light Railway each 
day, from the headquarters of 
the FSA in Canary Wharf to 
COREDEAUs base at 
Crossharbour on the Isle of 
Dogs. 

E-maiL j.wiUcock<aindepen- 
dentco.uk. 


FOREIGN' EXCHANGE RATES 




-■ Argentina 

China 
Ciech Rep 

• 

Ghana 
■ Hungary 
India 
Indonesia 
Kuwait 
Nigeria 






Oman 

Pakistan 

PMiRptnes 

Poland 

Qatar 
Russia 
South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turkey 

UAE 


0.6345 

84.429 

63.784 

5.9526 

6.0087 
37874.4 
■ 1940.9 
53.277 
60.863 
545424 
6.0607 


O/N Marginal. 50% 
O/N Facility 2.00% 
Repo 3.00% 

Canada 

Prime 6.75% 


INTEREST RATES 

Discount 

5.25% 

RepofAw*) 

3.40% 

Denmark 


Japan 


Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0 50% 

US 


Switzerland 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

2.88% 

Fed Funds 

4.88% 




LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 



Dollar 

0.3845 

51.160 

38.650 

3.6070 

3.6410 

22950J) 

1176.10 

32.283 

36.880 

330500 

36725 


1 



BOND YIELDS 


I 

Country 3mth 

dig 

1 yr 

dig 2 yr chg 

5 V 

dig 

10 yr dig 

Australia 4.66 

-0 04 

4.67 

-0.05 4.79 -0.01 

4. SB 

0.03 

5 05 0 03 

Belgium 2.96 

0.01 

2.84 

0.02 2.38 0.00 

3.39-0.01 

3.88 G.O! 

Canada 4 66 

0.01 

4.84 

-0.01 4.76 -0.01 

4.80 

0.00 

4.93 0.00 

Euro 3.08 

0.00 

2.99 

0.00 2.B4 0.02 

3.22 

0.01 

3.64 0.00 . 

France 3.08 

0.00 

2.84 

•0.12 2.91 -0.02 

3.19 0.02 

3.75 0.00 

Germany 3.08 

0.00 

2.99 

0.00 2.84 0.01 

3.11 

0.01 

3.64 0.01 

Italy 2.80 

000 

2.93 

0.00 2.97 -0.01 

3.28 

0.00 

3.90 -0.01 , 

Japan 0.29 

0.00 

0 32 

0.01 0.57 0.04 

1 .24 

0.07 

1 30 0.08 

NTands 3.08 

0.00 

2.99 

0.00 2.94 0.01 

3.19 

0.01 

3.75 0.00 

Spain 230 

-0.10 

2.85 

-0.05 2.86 0.00 

331 

0.00 

3.88 0.01 

Sweden 3.61 

0.00 

3.21 

-0.02 3.22 -0.01 

3.42 

0.00 

3.94 0.01 

Stand l J5 

0.04 

1.SO 

0.04 1.51 -0.Q1 

1.91 

Q.03 

2.45 0.01 

UK 5.50 

0.03 

5.53 

-0.01 4.82 -0.01 

4.33 -0.01 

4.12 O.OI 

US 4.34 

0.13 

4.31 

0.17 4.62 0.00 

4.58 -0.01 

4.71 -0.01 
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MONEY MARKET RATES 


1 


Onenlght 

1 week T month 

3 months 6 months 1 year 


Bk) Offer 

Bkf Offer Bk) Offer 

Hd Offer BU Offer Bid Offer 




5,74 5.64 

5.55 5.50 


LIBOR 



6.12 6.12 600 6.00 

5.B3 5.83 

5.65 5.65 5.535-53 

Domestic Depos 

6256.13 

5B15S4 5.94 5.88 

5,75 5.69 

5.59 5.53 5.385 50 

EuroscerHng Dept 

6.006.13 

6 00 6.13 588 5 94 

5,72 5 78 

5.535.59 S.4 15.47 

EHglble Bank Bills 



5.83 5.73 

5.63 5 53 

5.38 5 38 

Sterling CDs 



5.91 5 83 

5.70 5.62 

5.52 5.42 5.385.28 

Eurodollar CDs 



481 

4.85 

4.84 


EuroUbor 



3.15 3.15 3.13 3.13 

3.08 3.08 

3.02 3.02 2J92.99 

vmMw.bloomberg.coni/uk 

Source: Bloomberg 


Contract 


Settlement 

High 

Law 

Esc. Boor 

volume 

te35 

Long Gli 

Mar-99 

120.11 

120.20 

119 76 

37606.00 

104 160.00 

5 Yr Cflt 

Mar-99 

109 61 




63.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

117.70 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

1 1 5.43 

115.48 

115.15 

11753.66 

44997.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

130.01 

130.18 

130 01 

1759.00 


3 Mth Sterling 

Mar-98 

94.41 

94.43 

94.38 

28469 00 

185546.00 

Jun-99 

9* 74 

94.75 

94.66 

25686 00 

191958.00 

3 Mdi Eunbor 

Feb- 99 

96.97 




15.00 


Mar-99 

97.01 

97.01 

96.99 

35841 00 

65380.00 


Apr-99 

97 08 





3 Mtn Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.36 





3 MOiEutoswbs 

Mar-99 

98 65 

98.67 

98 61 

13799.00 

87568 00 

Apr-99 

98.54 

98.55 

98.52 

4769.00 

45082.00 

3 Mtn Euro LRjot 

Feb-99 

9697 




856.00 


Mar-99 

97.01 

97.6!' 

96.98 

15958.66 

171240.00 


Apr-99 

97.08 




143932.00 

FTSE 100 

Mar-99 

5883.00 

6010.00 

5866 00 

19116.00 

16&803.00 

1 

LIFFE 

FTSE 7 00 INDEX OPTION 

1 


Brent Crude($/bantJ)Gas ofl(SAsnne) WT1 CrudefVbarreJ) Product^ 5/ronne) 
IPE Last* Chg Uol fe dose Che VU MVM last* Qlg Spot CJFNWEur 
Mar 1083 0 1619606 Feb 98.00 175111*2 Feb 1 1 B1 000 GasoHne£5 112.® 

Apr 10 95 0.18 7066 Mar 98.75 1 50 8785 Ma» 12-31 DJ6 Naphtha 97.50 

May ) 1.10 0 19 2520 Apr 100 25 1 75 1734 Apr 12 36 0.30 97.50 

May 12.49 0.25 t=uri CHI (J 5VH61 00 


LME (S/tonne) 

Cash 

Chg 

3 month 

Chg 

UVEscds 

ChgK 

AJumJnhitn HG 

1204 

1205 

-3.00 

1212 

1213 

-1 

792675 

-300 

Aluminium APoy 

1020 

1025 

-2.00 

1045 

1050 


96080 

0 

Copper A 

1412.5 

1413.5 

-8.50 

1441 

1442 

-8 

641200 

12375 

Lead 

485 

486 

-7.00 

487 

488 

-6 

105975 

75 

Nickel 

4245 

4255 

15.00 

4310 

4320 

10 

65316 

12 

Tm 

5160 

5170 

-30 00 

3140 

5145 

-20 

7525 

55 

Zinc 

949 

950 

-10.00 

967 

968 

-9 

315500 

-300 




Platinum 349.50-2 50-35 50 Platinum 211.55 -0.45-21.90 Krug-randl 289 01 -3 89 
Palladium 330.00 5.00101 00 Palladium 199.75 4.05 60.90 Son 71 85 

Silver 5.08-0.07 -0.37 Silver 3.07-0.03 -0.59 Nobles 3BG.05 
Goto 2B3.8Q-3.3Q-15.10 Maple Leaf 292.15 -19 50 


AGRICULTURAL at soopm 


Cocoa 

Coffee 

Barley 


Potatoes 

Soya Beans* 

LUTE Ertonee 

UFFE S/iotine 

UFFE 

E/mnne 

i-IFFE E/tonne 

CBOT Ml 

Mar99 894.00 

Jan99l 705-00 

JM99 

60.50 

Mar99 250.00 

Apr99 529.00 

May99 911.00 

Mat991 745.00 

Nlar99 

81.00 

Apr99 320.00 

May95 515-75 

•hi 199 930.00 

May99 1659.00 

May99 

02J5 

May99 337.00 

Jun99 519.25 

Vo!: 0 

Vol: 0 

Wot 

0 

Wat 0 

Vol: 0 

White Sugar* 

Freight 

Wheat 


Com* 

Lge Potatoes 

LIFFE S/tonne 

UFFESItMA p( 

LIFFE 1 

Srltmne 

CBOT Cenis.'bslu 

ATA 5354 kg 

Mar99 217 JO 

Jan99 846.00 

Jan99 

81.60 

Mar99 215.50 

Jan99 33.30 

May99 218.50 

Feb 99 820-00 

Mai-99 

76.B5 

MayS9 221.50 

«1ar99 13J5 

Aug99 217.30 

Mar99 855,00 

May99 

78.00 

JU199 227,00 

May99 34.90 

Utah 0 

Mai: 0 

Vol: 

0 

Vol: 0 

Uot 0 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s:3opm ■■ 


OTHER SPOTS at 3 :?opm 



FA Uve Cattle (CME)S/40h»> 62.02 Mar White Mate (SAF) SAOO mt 61400 
Ws Port Bette (CME) SAOb b 53 30 ftb Rubber fltM)Y/5ki.g 79 m 

Mar Orange Wee (lTN) 5/154* 95.05 Mai Cotton (CTN) SrTOfc t 58 75 

Dec Mfc lC5QS/5Ckfc Mar Crude Palm Minjmm ivyun 

Mar Oats (CBT) S£k bsh 106 75 Mir Soya 08 ICBTl V60k b 3515 

Mar fla* (wCT)M0tn 306 50 Jun Woollen ttun fTCM) ysOWg 1165 00 
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SPORT 


Cricket: England’s batting enigma has shown in recent matches that he 


mnc Oil 


one-day player 



Hick finds 

his form 


Security 
high for 
visit of 
Pakistan 4. 


with a 
vengeance 


By SURESH SESHADRI 
in Madras 


IF GRAEME HICK owed England 
anything he has embarked on a 
programme of massive debt reduc- 
tion. Three international hundreds 
in four matches and nine days, in- 
terrupted only by an unbeaten 66, 
represents the sort of repayment 
that tends to erase the details of a 
dodgy previous record of deposits. 

This past fortnight in Australia he 
has looked 1 the batsman he was al- 
ways meant to be. It may never hap- 
pen for him now in Tests but just as 
time seemed to be running out for 
him in the one-day game as well he 

has thriTlingiyryinfir mpd his status. 

Hick has been imperturbable and 
masterful. He has judged, nay de- 
termined. the pace of his and the 
team's innings and. towards the 
end of both, given the ball a clob- 
bering. Shane Wame and Muttiah 
Muralitharan, two great spinners, 
have been dispatched routinely for 
sixes. Nobody else in the Carlton & 
United series has dismissed them so 
brusquely. 

“I'm feeling confident in both 
forms of the game and just enjoying 
it," he said the day after making bis 
second century against Australia in 
consecutive matches. Tm feeling as 
content about everything as I have 
ever done.” This is as profound as 
Hick becomes in discussing his form 


HICK’S SERIES RECORD 


1 3 lan v A«rala ( Brisbane). ...c Gkfirci b Fleming 8 
Engkmtt iwm on foster ran rare 
1 1 Ju * Sri Luka (Brisbane) 

_ f Miwltturana b MuroUtiaran 37 

SnjMnrf won vlth three tab rtmahung 

15 Jan w AastralU IMekwume) c rSchrisc b Fleming 3 

Australia non Of nine moms 

17 Ju * Australia (Sydney) Jbw Homing 108 

£/r^/bnd won try sorer? rans m 

19 Ju* Sri Luba (Melbourne) norowM 

EngtanJ won by seven wickets 

3A Jan v Sri Luka (Adelaide) - .not out 126 

5n Lnnka won by one Kncha 

26 Ju v Australia (Adefade) run out 109 

Australio won (y 16 runs 
Tbcah 457. Aierage: 91 A 

though he conceded his present 
run had turned him giddy. "I must 
be slightly ill or something” is as joc- 
ular as he becomes on the subject. 

Enigma and Hick have long since 
been irrevocably attached. They 
are by now one of the nation's most 
formidable double acts. When Hick 
goes out to bat for England, enigma 
is never for behind. Last summer 
when he was selected again for the 
Test side it was his seventh recall. 
He made the right noises and was 
as bullish as he can have been on the 
eve of the return. 

When it came to it against South 
Africa he foiled There were sever- 
al mean and uninformed comments 
about this, some of them unneces- 
sarily in print Since he was first 
picked for England accompanied by 
a sense of heady expectation (his 
partner before enigma) he has been 
targeted by the opposition fast 
bowlers, leading to the conclusion 
that he is not partial to the whiff of 
cordite beneath his nostrils. 

Last summer the opposition again 
decided upon the wise policy that it 
would be best to remove him before 
he let them have both barrets in re- 
turn While this worked there was the 
suspicion that Hick was merely in a 
poor patch of form, nothing more. His 
century in the summer’s last Test at 
The Oval was both timely and. un- 
timely. He made it shortly before the 
winter tour party was picked but as 
it was against a Sri Lanka bereft of 


By Stephen Brenkley 
in Adelaide 

fast bowlers and before the pitch 
began to take Muralitharan’s turn, it 
aflowed the doubters to rerun the ok) 
insult that he was nothing but a fiat 
track buDy 

The selectors omitted Hick from 
the original tour party, but injury 
brought him into the squad and the 
team. It was another series shorten 
fulfilment The brash 68 he made at 
Perth in the second innings when he 
peppered Jason Gillespie was mere 
flattery. Not much followed. At the 
start of the triangular one-day series, 
Englan d’s opportunity not only to 
salvage something si gnificant from 
Australia but to prepare for the 
World Cup, he was disappointing. He 
was trying to accumulate too much 
too soon, there was a hint of fre- 
netidsm that did not become him. 
Then transformation. He batted at 
No 3 and altered his style. 

“It’s very difficult fora pinch hit- 
ter to go out and strike the ball im- 
mediately against the attack 
Australia had.” he said “They played 
their cricket much the same with 
proper batting with a more attack- 
ing approach. Some players aren’t 
fussy where they bat, but I enjoy 
going in at three. I mentioned it and 
it was decided at the team meeting. 

“I have made more of an effort to 
play myself in a bit more at the start 
rather than push it too early. But 
we've spoken as a team about who- 
ever gets in from one to four must 
stay in. That’s all I've done. 1 would 
have liked to have done better in the 
Tests but I was always confident” 

Hick’s sequence - his seven in- 
nings in the competition have been 
8, 37, 3, 108, 66no, 126no, 109 - has 
made him the highest scorer in the 
tournament taking him to within 66 
of 3,000 one-day international runs, 
and taken his average above 40. It 
has probably also heightened his 
popularity among his colleagues - if 
that were possible, because he is 
held in high esteem in the dressing- 
room for reasons other than what his 
batting can bring to the party. 

Alec Stewart for one, obviously 
thinks as much of him as Captain 
Corelli did of his mandolin. “We all 
know what a world-class player he 
is. What's disappointing for him is 
that he’s scored back to back hun- 
dreds and lost both games. But he’s 
playing as well as I have seen him 
play internationally.” 

There was more besides his bat- 
ting. “He's a top fellow. Among his 
team-mates and people he knows 
well he's very good company, he ex- 
presses himself well and has good 
ideas about the game. Saying that 
he doesn’t give too much away to 
people he doesn't know well” Which 
is perhaps as it should be but it would 
also be welcome if he did not carry 
tins diffidence to the crease too 
often for England. 

Hick has five Test hundreds and 
now five in limited overs, not to be 
sniffed at but not what was in mind 
for him back in 1990 when he made 
his debut Despite more than 50 
Tests and more than 80 one-day in- 
ternationals he has probably never 
been sure of Ms place in the team. 
He still isn't When it was put to him 
that he was now established he 
said: “How long will that last?” But 
he was giving nothing else away. 


Graham Hick’s flamboyant stroke-play has belatedly confirmed a talent that England desperately need 
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Stewart called to Ranatunga hearing 


ALEC STEWART the England captain, 
who may or may not consider him- 
self fortunate to have avoided being 
charged by the match referee, today 
stands before him to give evidence 
in the Aijuna Ranatunga case, writes 
Stephen Brenkley. The hearing, 
twice postponed, was finally re- 
arranged to take place at the WACA 
ground in Perth, less than 24 hours 
before England and Sri I^mka meet 
on the cricket pitch again. 

The last game between the sides 
in the Carling & United series last 
Saturday was an extraordinary affair 
The Sri I,ankan off-spinner; Muttiah 
Muralitharan, was no-balled for 
throwing by umpire Ross Emerson 
and the match degenerated into a 
thoroughly embittered affair. 


Ranatunga first argued with 
Emerson by wagging his finger at 
him (a gesture which was recipro- 
cated) , held up the game for 14 min- 
utes and then told him where he 
should stand. As the match, which 
Sri Lanka won by one wicket with 
two balls remaining, grew tense in 
the closing stages, players grew 
ever more fractious and started 
barging into each other Stewart, who 
had already been picked up on the 
stump microphone telling Ranatun- 
ga that his behaviour was appalling, 
was one of the bargers. 

Only the Sri Lankan captain was 
later charged, though in a routine 
twist for this saga it emerged shortly 
before the second adjournment that 
Emerson had been absent for eight 


weeks from his full-time job, as an in- 
vestigator with the Western Aus- 
tralia Ministry of Fhir Trading, with 
a stress-related condition. Hewas im- 
mediately withdrawn from standing 
in tomorrow’s game, when it was 
widely suspected be would call Mu- 
ralitharan again. Sri I^nka are ex- 
pected to use Emerson’s condition in 
presenting Ranatunga’s case today. 

Graeme Hide, who was batting at 
the time of the call, the delay, the later 
argument and indeed throughout the 
rest of the innings, has understand- 
ably been called. Stewart’s request- 
ed presence by the International 
Cricket Council competition referee, 
Peter van der Merwe, is harder to 
fathom. Nick Knight was the other 
batsman at the time of the no-ball. 


Perhaps they simply want 
Stewart to elaborate on his de- 
scription of his counterpart Hick in- 
terviewed yesterday, could not 
elaborate on what Ranatunga said 
to him when he placed an arm 
round his shoulder but said the de- 
lays while the Sri L anka captain 
scratched a mark in the gro und near 
the stumps, to indicate where Emer- 
son should stand, were frustrating. 
“I don’t t h i nk it was necessary 
really,” Hick said. 

Lawyers will be present on both 
sides at today’s tribunal Sanath 
Jayasuriya will accompany Ranatun- 
ga- But also present will be the um- 
pires, Tbny McQuillan and Emerson. 
Do not rule out Ranatunga telling 
Emerson where he stands. 


PAKISTAN START their first Test 

series in India for 12 years todayfac- 
ing an array of problems, ranging 

from successive series defeats to the 

lack of a settled opening pair. India, 
just back from losing a Test series 
in New Zealand, also have concerns 
over their openers for the t wo T ests, 
which will be gin amid overwhelm- 
ing security. 

Tight safely measures a re in 
place as aresult of threats to disrupt 
the tour by Indian Hindu extremists, 
who called off their protest only 
hours before Pakistan arrived last 
week. In the past month members 
of the right-wing Shiv Sena Party 
have dug up the pitch at the New 
Delhi stadium and ransacked the In- 
dian cricket authority’s office 
Bombay in an attempt to derail th^ 
series. 

The mfltrh, which will be played 
in a fortified stadium with nearly 
6,000 policemen, is expected to be 
watched by a noisy partisan Indian 
crowd of 35,000. 

Wasim Afcram, recalled to cap- 
tain Pakistan after they lost con- 
secutive three-Test series at home 
to Australia last October and to 
Zimbabwe last, month, said dis- 
ruption threats were not a worry, 
gi ving his attention instead to prob- 
lems at the top of the batting orden 
Aamir SohaiL, the opener and for- 
mer ca ptain, was dedared unfit for 
the tour and the other opener 
Saeed Anwar had a wretched stA 
in India by being dismissed for 
nought and four in a three-day 
game at Gwalior. 

Pakistan’s problems were com- 
pounded by the newcomer; Waja- 
hataBah Vfasti, s u ffie ri ngapairwhen 
he opened with Anwar in the match 
agains t India’s A team in Gwalior. 

At least the mkfcfle-ordCT batsmen 
have swifttyfound form, with Salim 
Malik Hittin g jm ag gressive century 
and I nza mam-ul-Haq twice nar- 
rowly missing three figures. Ijaz 
Ahmed, another batsman from the 
middle order who missed the game 
at Gwalior because of flu, had re- 
covered sufficiency to practise on 
Tuesday. ... 

Pakistan, with ofispizmer Saqlain 
Mushtaq and leg-spinner Mushtaq 
Ahmed m the squad, should be en- 
couraged by reports that the pitch 
is ejected to help stow bowlers. TMl 
Indian coach, Anshuman Gaekwajp 
yesterday said that the surface ap- 
peared hard and dry, with some ini- 
tial moisture that might assist the 
seamens. “I think it will offer some 
bounce, too,” he said. 

India have omitted two all- 
rounders, Laxmi Ratan Shuida and 
Hrishikesh Kamtkac to reduce their 

squad to 12, and must now opt for the 

off-spinner Harbhajan Singh, or the 
left-arm spinner; Sunil Joshl That 
will mean a Test debut on home 
ground for the left-handed opener 
Sadagopan Ramesh, who scored a 
stylish 56 for India A against the tour- 
ing team. 

The regular openers, Ajay Jade- 
ja and Navjot Sidhu, were left out 
of India's squad, handing Ramesh 
and the relatively inexperienced 
Vangipurappu Laxman a testing 
assignment 

Akram said: “India lost the series 
in New Zealand and that’s a go*? , 
sign for us... but then India play w3ir 
at home and we play wefl when we’re 
away. So let’s see what happens.” 

The last time Pakistan and Tn*ia 
met on Indian soil in 1987, the Pak- 
istanis won the five-Test series 1-0. 
Since the two countries first met in 
Tfests in 1952-53, as many as 33 of 
their 44 Tfests have been drawn. 


Drugs are small beer to the 


THE OTHER day I fell into conver- 
sation with a group of young people 
who have a wide interest in sport- 
ing activity and think themselves 
typical of a rising generation. 

I was bemoaning, as we all 
should, the clamour of scandal that 
fills the sports pages and broadcasts 
these days, and makes television 
presentation of sport seem more 
fatuous than ever. 

Immediately. I sensed the sup- 
pression of a yawn. You see, a 
truth, and a hard truth for some of 
us to swallow, is that the majority 
of younger folk are not deeply dis- 
turbed when evidence of chicanery 
in sport is set before them. 

Ebr example, the festering issue ' 
of who has been up to what in the 



Ken Jones 


Olympic movement was shrug- 
gingly dismissed as inevitable in an 
era of rampant commercialism and 
therefore not worth bothering 
about 

No sports scandal sets off more 
indignant editorials than charges of 


narcotic assistance, but modern 
cynicism dictates that very few 
track and field athletes are now held 
to be above suspicion. “What else 
can you expect when the rewards 
are so great when w innin g can set 
a person up for life," one of my 
young friends stated. 

Whenever something occurs to 
cast sport in an unfavourable light 
somebody is quick to say, “The au- 
thorities should have anticipated 
this", or “past administrations 
would never have stood for it”. 

On some occasions that may be 
so, but if it’s true, as it appears to 
be, that values have got screwed up, 
how did this come about? 

Some of you may find it aston- 
ishing to discover that only 20 years 


have passed since amateurism was 
still so vigorously upheld in athlet- 
ics that the American high jumper 
Dwight Stones was ordered to hand 
back about $33,000 won in a tele- 
vised Superstars competition. 

Shortly afterwards, Stone came 
as dean as he possibly could when 
disqualified in Poland for a techni- 
cal infringement “This is my liv- 
ing," he complained to the judges. 

Nowadays, the urge to take up 
sport is often the urge to make a 
great deal of money. The tone of 
sport in the last decade of this mil- 
lennium has been set by the elite, 
the richest games people who have 
sweated their way up to prodigious 
salaries are admiringly interviewed 
by syco phants and receive the ador- 
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so-what generation 


ing attention that was once re- 
served for movie stars. 

If sport has acquired a sense of 
modem reality, it is no less an 
admission that all things are not bet- 
ter than they used to be. 

Recently, I was discussing this 
with the great Welsh outside-half 
and esteemed broadcaster Cliff 
Morgan, who is unashamedly * 
rugby romantic and grateful for the 
good things that have happened to 
him. 

Dwelling bleakly on the vast 
damage caused by rugby’s blind 
plunge into professionalism, Mor- 
gan spoke about how rich he is from 
the game - not in cash but in mem- 
ories. “I know things have to move 
on,” he said, “but frankly I don’t 


think rugby was ever meant to be 
professional Professionalism has 
taken away the game’s souL” 

The juxtaposition of the sports 

and financial sections in most news- 
papers is appropriate. Escalating 
salaries, share issues, ludicrously 
inflated transfer fees, takeovers 
ever increasing prize-money, spi- 
ralling sponsorship. 

When a highly dubious penalty 
kick enabled Chelsea to force a 
fourth-round FA Cup replay this 
week, as much was made of the 
heartening effect it would have on 
Oxford United's serious financial 
problems as the disappointment 
their players felt over just failing ^ 
achieve a major upset 
That is where football now 


“Maybe so," one of 
mends countered, “but 
benefits. Football has n 

more popular and televii 
«s sports events live fru 

the world.” 

A due to sports fu tun 
heve, m the growing and i 
reversible mmnnK. / 
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THE SOUTH African opener 
D ary 11 CuUlnan became only 
the second player in one-day in- 
ternational cricket to be given 
out ‘‘handled the ball" during 
the third match of the one-day 
series against the West Indies 
in Durban yesterday. 

The hosts made 274 for 9 in 
their 50 overs after winning the 
toss at KIngsmead, with half- 
centuries from Lance Klusen- 
er and their captain, Hansie 
Cronje. 

Cullinan made 46 before 
playing a ball from the left-arm 
slow bowler Keith Arthurian 
hard into the ground. It 
bounced straight up but as it 
.;£ame down Cullinan took his 
^.ght hand off the bat and 
caught it 

Although it did not seem 
likely that the ball would pose 
any danger to the stumps, the 
West Indies captain, Brian 
Lara, appealed and Cullinan 
was given out by umpire David 
Orchard. 

Orchard used Law 33, which 
states a batsman shall be given 
out on appeal “if he wilfully 
touches the ball while in play 
with the hand not holding the 
bat unless he does so with the 
consent of the opposite side". 

It is one of the game's most 
unusual forms of dismissal and 
only previous batsman to 
fall in the same way in a limit- 
ed-overs international was Mo- 
hinder Amamath of India, in a 
match against Australia in 1986. 

Tie dismissal was a wel- 
come piece of luck to a demor- 
alised side who are straggling 
to repair their shattered repu- 
tation after a 5-0 Tfest series de- 
feat in South Africa, the first in 
their history At the moment the 
one-day series is mtriguingty 
poised at 1-1 and a victory in 
this match might provide a 
springboard for an eventual 
success in the series. With 
morale at an all-time low and 
criticism in the Caribbean etan 
all -time high it cannot come one 
moment too soon. 

On a hard pitch South Africa 
batted solidly as the West Xn- 
ifen bowlers laboured in hot 
ttfeather Klusener, sent in as a 
pinch-hitter at number three, 
made 64 off 74 balls while Cron- 


by Lawrence Prescott 
in Durban 

South Africa 274 for 9 
v West Indies 

je was in sparkling farm, hitting 
58 off 42 deliveries with three 
fours and three sixes. 

Off-spinner Carl Hooper took 
four wickets for 52 runs but 
Curtly Ambrose was the most 
impressive bowler; taking two 
for 31. 

THIRD ONE-DAY INTERNATIONAL 

South Atnca won toss 

D J Cullinan nandtefl the bail AG 

H H Gibbs t MtLean t> Hooper 29 

L Kluseiwf c Lara b Hooper 64 

J H Kolbs b Hooper 

•WJ Cronje c King b Ambrose 5fl 

1 N Rhodr; c Murray b Anhurton 1 1 

D M Benkemtein c Jacobs b Ambrose 10 

tM V Boucher c Jacobs b Hooper 5 

A J Hall not out .. 9 

P L SymcoK run out (Jacobs) 5 

Extras (81b 3nb 2w) : 13 

local (for 9. 50 oven) 37* 

Did not bae S Elworthy. 

FUL- 1-49, 2-119. 3-156. 4-103. 5-271. 
6-251. 7-252. B-261. 9-274. 

Bowing: Ambrose 10-1-31-2; King 7-0- 
40-0 (Lnb): Hooper 10-0-52-4 nwrt; 
Arthurton f 0-0-43-1 (2nb. 1w); McGar- 
reu 5-0-41-0. McLean B-0-59-0 
WEST INDIES: 5 CJianderpaul: J R Mur- 
ray. -B C Lara: C L Hooper. K LT Anhui - 
ton: K F Semple: rR D Jacobs: NAM 
McLean. N C McGanefl: CEL Ambrose: 

R D King. 

■Tribal justice helped to catch 
a man suspected of robbing the 
wife of the South African off- 1 
spinner, Pat Symcox. it 
emerged yesterday. 

Liz Stymcox was mugged at 
knifepoint on a beach at Hib- 
berdene, 60 kflometres south of 
Durban, last week. 

The matter was reported to 
the police but yesterday Sym- 
cox and his wife were informed 
by a Zulu chief. Bhekizizwe 
Luthuti. that the man suspect- 
ed of committing the crime 
had been apprehended and 
handed over to the authori- 
ties. 

Luthuli said that the police 
had requested assistance in 
the case from his tribal police, 
who traced the suspect a day 
after the robbery. 

“Our tribal police regularly 
help the authorities in matters 
Dke this." Luthuli said, while 
watching the match between 
South Africa and the West In- 
dies in Durban yesterday. 

“It’s our way of helping to 
stamp out crime in South 
Africa.” 
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Tourists hit by 
Flower power 
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Old boys’ reunion: Steve Davis and Joe Johnson shake hands before yesterday’s match at the Cardiff International Arena 


Peter Jay 


Old rivalry in young man’s game 


IT IS funny how stress can play 
tricks with the mind and, as 
Paul Hunter and Ffergal 
O’Brien waited to play their sec- 
ond round match in the Welsh 
Open yesterday, their past 
flashed before their eyes. 

Two middle-aged men were 
also fidgeting nervously in the 
shadows of the Cardiff, inter- . 
national Arena and, tibiae two 
twenty-something tiros had 
thought “Ah, they're letting the 
old folks on the tables for a 
treat", you could have forgiven 
them. 

The strange thing about 
snooker is that, for a sport 
which largely involves sitting 
around with the not exacting al- 
ternative of sedately hitting 
balls round a table, it has be- 
come almost exclusively a pro- 
fession for the young. 

In the 1970s, when Fred 
D$vis could reach a world 
championship sezni-finals at 
the age of 64, anyone looking for 
an appropriate sponsor would 
have lit up at the thought of 
Sanatogen, now with players 
winning titles almost before 
they are out of nappies there 
would be misgivings about 


Snooker, now the province of teenage talent, makes way for Steve Davis 
and Joe Johnson, both world champions of yesteryear. By Guy Hodgson 


anything more adult than Tizec 

But not for the two players 
ou table two yesterday. Steve 
Davis and Joe Johnson are not 
in the vanguard of snooker’s 
youlh movement, indeed they 
would be bringing up the rear 
if Dennis Taylor had not also 
incongruously qualified for 
Cardiff. At 41 and 46 they are 
reties of another; some would 
say golden, age. 

Thirteen years ago they 
were the principal players in a 
tale which very nearly matched 
the greatest match in snooker's 
history (come on now, Thylor 
hlack ball and 18m television 
viewers) when Johnson, an un- 
known outside snooker’s inner 
sanctum, won the world cham- 
pionship beating Davis 16-12 in 
the firm) 

“nuke" it was said except 
Johnson got to the final at the 
Crucible the following year and 
was only just nudged out of a 
second title by Davis at the 
height of his powers. The two 


players bending their wills 
against each other yesterday 
have a history 
Ah, history. Some would say 
yesterday’s men cling to that in 
their twilight years except that 
yesterday thqy were men. 
Hunter 20, is file Welsh cham- 
pion while O’Brien, 23, is 
ranked 17th in the wwW and ris- 
ing and asyou would expect the 
crowds, such as they were at 
10am, flocked to their match 
They did what? The specta- 
tors barely gave the younger 
men a glance as they took then- 
vantage points for Johnson and 
Davis. They might be classed as 
dinosaurs but then Jurassic 
Park did bettor at the box office 
than any brat pack movie. 

Not that anyone would de- 
scribe Davis as looking much 
different from 1986. There may 
be a few more wrinkles on 
snooker's Mr Stoneface but 
they were not visible from the 
gallery and his frame is as 
straight as his cue. Johnson, 


however; shows signs of middle 
age and when he wandered, be- 
spectacled and blinking, into the 
arena with a brown tweed over 
his bib and tucker he gave a 
good impression of an eccentric 
professor who had put on the 
wrong jacket for a posh night 
out 

Then again, when you are 
having a mini-renaissance 
among rivals who are less 
peers than ^andchildren-like 
you are entitled to appear stu- 
dious and Johnson, who has 
had several heart attacks, is 
happy to be able to play at all 
never mind at 55th in the worid. 

In a sense he belongs to an 
era even earlier than Davis, 
who won the worid title at 23, 
five years before Johnson’s 
yean but who was the harbin- 
ger of the youth revolution that 
is still fermenting 

Johnson was nearly 30 be- 
fore he turned pro, an age 
when players now are looking 
for their slippers and an early 


retirement, and he would have 
remained amateur if it had not 
been for the weather on the 
M62. En route to the English 
Amateur Championships from 
his home in Yorkshire his car 
was stopped by snow and, de- 
faulted from tiie tournament 
and denied another chance at 
the worid amateur, he went 
into the moneyed ranks. 

“I was happy as I was," he 
said. “I was No 1 amateur in the 
world, I was captain of the 
England team, been in the final 
of the world amateur 1 was king 
of the table, the last thing I 
wanted to do was become just 
another pro. I was a little bitold 
anyway." 

There is no “bit" about it now 
because Johnson is Methuse- 
lah-like in this teenage land and 
like anyone of his seniority be 
is entitled to take his time. The 
four matches around them had 
long since finished and the af- 
ternoon session had started 
before Davis prevailed 5-3 in a 


three-hour-33-minute meander 
down memory lane. 

The turning point came at 
3-3 when Johnson led 46-11. “I 
thought I was going to win, but 
he ptyed some fantastic snook- 
er andldantthinkl got another 
look at a ball. It was as if Steve 
said: T refuse to lose’." 

Had his mind wandered to 
previous meetings? “I remem- 
ber being very relaxed in the 
world final," he replied, “it was 
more like playing in the local 
club. Once you get the prize- 
money and tiie ranking points 
the pressure is off you. In some 
ways it was more nerve-rack- 
ing today." 

Davis, too, was aware of 
precedent “Joe belongs to an 
era which I'm supposed to have 
dominated so if I hadn't won it 
would have been regarded as 
total failure," he said. “People 
forget how good Joe was and is 
so I tend to prefer playing 
young players rather than peo- 
ple from the Eighties." 

Davis will get his wish. Yes- 
terday's match was a nostalgic 
reprise in an unstoppable 
march towards younger and 
younger champions. 
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the ZIMBABWEAN Tfest broth- 
ers Grant and Andy Flower 
both hit centuries for the Zim- 
babwe Cricket Union Presi- 
dent’s XI against England A, on 
a disappointing second day of 
the tourists’ opening match 
yesterday. The Flowers took it 
in turns to punish the Englan d 
bowlers and by the end of tiie 
had built up a score of 382 
for 5 for the home side. 

England A bad hoped the 
match would be dominated by 
their spin attack, but Grant 
Flower and Murray Goodwin, 
resuming on 40 for 1 in reply to 
England's first-innings score of 
267, took advantage of some 
erratic English seam bowling. 
It was not until Darren Thomas 
was introduced that England 
made a breakthrough. 

Thomas dropped his second 
ball short and Goodwin at- 
tempted the hook, only for Matt 
Windows to hold on to a spec- 
tacular catch. Andy Flower then 
joined his brother at the crease 

and the partnership assumed a 

relentless momentum. 

Grant Flower reached 130 
before playing onto his stumps 
after a short hall from Thomas. 


By mark Hargreaves 
in Kwekwe 

England A 267 
President’s XI 382-5 

His innings included 19 fours and 

a six. Andy Flower was joined by 
the 21 -year-old Dirk Vijjoen, and 
the pair added 140 for the fourth 
wicket before Vihoen was even- 
tually run out for 70. Sood after 
Greg Lamb was stumped by 
wicketkeeper Chris Read off the 
spin bowling of Dean Coskec 
Andy Flower then wait on to 
make the 16th hundred of his 
first-class career; with eight 
fours and a six along the way. 

Second Voy: England won toss 

ENGLAND A - Hr*t taring* 267 (MG 
Windows 69. A FNntolf 61). 

PRESIDENT'S XI - Bnt bmlags 

fovemtatt 40 tor J) 

G W Flower b Thomas 130 

M W Goodwin c Windows b Thomas-1 3 

"A Flower not out 1 39 

D P VUjoen run out [LewryJ ...70 

G L Lamb st Read b Coslicr ......... 1 

D J Peacock not out — 2 

Extras (lb 15. w3. nb9) JIT 

Ideal (for 5, 112 ewen) . 3 8 2 

Fait 1 -6. 2-B6. 3-21 1 . 4-351 . 5-366. 

Tb Bac AJ MacKay: tCTGurn MMbang- 

wa; a W S Pswar^i. 

Bo wl ing Lewry 9-2-43-1 : Harmteon 20- 

6- 62-0 Coster 23-3^73-1; Swann 30-2- 
97-0; Thomas 19-3-56-2: Flincoff 

7- 0-17-0: Windows 2-0-7-0: Vaughan 2- 
0-12-0. 

Umpires: K Kanjee and M Esat. 


Cork remains defiant 


- - DOMINIC CORK last night re- 
. ' pea ted his threat to leave Der- 

ajshire, despite the county’s 
V harking down front 

its confrontation with h i m . 

Corkhadbeen taldtodedde 
by yesterday whether he want- 
. y ' ed to continue as captain. But 

the ultimatum was withdrawn 

and committee member Les ES- 
. liott will now meet Cork in an 
- --v attempt to resolve the matter. 


Cock has agreed to the meet- 
ing, but has no intention of 
backing down. “My position is 
unchanged from what it was in 
October” he said. “Unless I am 
granted the authority other 
captains have been given, and 
which I was promised, and un- 
less the two people I believe 
have undermined my position 
are removed from influence, I 
will seek to leave." 


Walker’s supplement denial Murray’s last 

He said: “I find these claims come across a case that is as "W J 

senuiuvc: yesuciway ucujcu rc- incredible. Doug Walker has dear to me.” ■ \ 

oorts the athlete had incurred By Mike ROWBOTTOM never knowingly taken any When asked if he thought VF11. 


DOUG WALKER’S legal repre- 
sentative yesterday denied re- 
ports the athlete had incurred 
an adverse doping result by 
taking a supplement known as 
19-NOR. The 25-year-old Scot 
is waiting for confirmation 
that he feces a doping charge 
after an out-of-competition 
< sample taken last month 
showed up traces of what is 
claimed to the banned steroid, 
nandroione. 

Walker, who won the Euro- 
pean 200 metres title last sea- 
son, vehemently denies that 
he has takpn any banned sub- 
stances, but said that he had 
taken “another substance not 
on the banned list” which he 
said, “could give the same read- 
ing” as a trace - or metabolite 
-of nandroione. 

TOslker endorses three prod- 
ucts in the 1998-1999 catalogue 
for Maximuscle, which pro- 
duces a range of supplements 


by Mike Rowbottom 

including 19-NOR, which man- 
ufacturers acce p t can produce 
traces in doping tests which 
can falsely indicate a use of 
nandroione. However; Max- 
imusde’s director of research, 
Zef Eisenberg, said yesterday 
that any of his company’s prod- 
ucts which formed a potential 
risk to any competitw working 
to the International Olympic 
Committee’s list of banned 
substances was clearly la- 
belled. He said: “Wfe warn IOC 
athletes not to take certain 
products.^ Ybu would have to be 
blind or stupid not to see the 
warnings.” 

Nick Bitel, Walker’s legal 
representative, yesterday 
dismissed Haims that NOR-19 
might be involved in his client's 
case. 


He said: “I find these claims 
incredible. Doug Walker has 
never knowingly taken any 
banned substance. Even if he 
bad taken it, NOR-19 is only 
now being added to the [IOC’s] 
list of banned substances.” The 
supplement was not on the list 
when Walker was tested. 

Bitel, meanwhile, has 
warned UK Athletics, the 
sport’s new governing body 
that they can expect a lengthy 
battle if they do not dear Walk- 
er of the charges. 

The UK Athletics chief ex- 
ecutive, David Moorcroft, has 
promised to give Walker a frill 
and fair hearing before action 
is taken. 

Bite! said: “It is wrong to be 
peijorative against UK Athlet- 
ics, but rt has not yet got a sys- 
tem in place and no rules [for 
drugs cases] so of course I am 
wary. 

“He fo innocent I have never 


come across a case that is as 
dear to me.” 

When asked if he thought 
there would be a speedy solu- 
tion to the Walker case, Bitel 
said- “That depends on what at- 
titude the athletics authorities 
take. If they say he is guilty this 
one will drag on for a consid- 
erable time and be very dam- 
aging to athletics and that is the 
last thing anyone wants. The 
simple solution is he [fflblker] 
should be exonerated” 

Speculation Walker might 
have taken other supplements 
containing unmarked sub- . 
stances which broke TOC rules 
is likely to go on. But one line 
of inquiry; that he may have 
taken Andro - or androsterone 
- the supplement favoured by 
the US baseball player Mark 
McGwire, is unlikely to provide 
a solution, as androsterone 
was added to the IOC banned 
list in January 1998. 


Hamed revives Ingle title fight 


NASEEM HAMED is to make 
the next defence of his Wbrid 
Boxing Organisation feather- 
weight title against Paul Ingle 
on 10 ApriL Ingle’s promoter; 
Frank Maloney yesterday con- 
firmed he was in “final and very 
deep negotiations" with the 
Hamed camp and the fight at 
Manchester's MEN Arena trill 
be announced next week. 

Ingle said yesterday: 
‘Everybody wiD be expecting 


me to lose butl am going to win. 
Hamed is the champion and 
has got everything to lose. I'm 
hungry for the fight but I don’t 
think he will be as hungry. He 
is getting bored with it alt" 

It marks an astonishing U- 
turn for Ingle, who earlier this 
month turned down offers of 
two worid title fights - one 
against Hamed- to concentrate 


on a European title defence 
against Steve Robinson. But 
since then Hame<fs camp have 
made a vastly improved offs; 
believed to be over £300,000. 

Maloney added: “When 
Hamed does fight Ingle, Hamed 
is getting knocked out” 

Crawford Ashley’s triple tide 

defence against Clinton Wbods,' 
scheduled for Halifax on 6 Feb- 
ruary is off. Ashley, who was to 
have defended his European, 


British and Commonwealth 
light-heavyweight titles, has a 
virus and the fight has been 
rescheduled for 13 March. 

It is the second blow to the 
show after Ashley’s original 
opponent, Henry Wharton, an- 
nounced his retirement How- 
ever; the promotion still goes 
ahead, with Patrick Mullmgs’ 
British super- bantamweight 
title fight against Scot Brian 
Carr now topping the bill 


LEEDS. STRONGLY fended to 
win Super League this season, 
have been dealt a heavy blow 
before the campaign starts 
with the news that it wiD be Gra- 
ham Murray's last 

Murray, a success since 
arriving as coach at Heading- 
ley a year ago, is to return to his 
native Australia at the end of his 
two-year contract to coach 
North Sydney in 2000. 

"It was a tough decision to 
m»ke for me and my family,"" 
Murray said. ir We are reaDy en- 
joying ourselves in Leeds and 
the dub is on the threshold of 
a very successful period 

“However, I came for two 
years and I always hoped to 
return to coach in the new na- 
tional competition in-Australia. 
The opportunity has probably 
come a little sooner than I 
expected, but it is one I have to 
taka” 

Murray made his name with 
njawarra, before coaching the 
Hunter Mariners to the final of 
the Worid Club Championship 
during their single year of 
existence. Norths, relocating 
this year from Sydney to the 
Central Coast of New South 
Whies, have headhunted him 
as tiie successor to Peter Louis, 


“We are naturally disap- 
pointed, because Graham has 
done a splendid job so for and 
we hoped he would have a long 
career with us," said Leeds’ 


BY DAVE Had FIELD 

chief executive, Gary Hether- 
ington. 

Murray’s arrival last yean 
after Dean Bell moved to a 
youth development role, brought 
Leeds their best season for 
decades. A long unbeaten run 
saw them lead Super League for 
months and they reached the 
competition’s inaugural Grand 
Final before being narrowly 
beaten by Wigan. 

Leeds are popular favourites 
to go one better this time and 
both Murray and Hetherington 
stressed that it would be busi- 
ness as usual until Murray's 
departure in October 

Leeds must now turn their 
minds to the question of a suc- 
cessor although Hetherington 
said that there would be no 
appointment until the end of the 
season. A limited range of 
British contenders would be 
headed by Sheffield’s John 

Keai; but it would be no surprise 
if the dub looked to the south- 
ern hemisphere again. 

The former Leeds centre, 
Kevin Iro, has left for Britain to 
join his new dub, St Helens 
after the release from hospital 
of his daughter injured in a fall 
at home. However, Iro will not 
arrive in time to be involved in 
Saints’ friendly against War- 
rington tomorrow night. 
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Trainers in trouble: Balancing the books is now a greater problem than getting the horses fit and winning r 
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Wolves gather at the stable door 


Difficult times 
for Britain’s 
trainers could 
see their ranks 
dramatically 
reduced. 

By Greg Wood 


at THE last count, there were 
approximately 520 profession- 
al racehorse trainers in Britain. 
If John Gosden, one of their 
number is correct, then you 
would be a fool to lend money 
to about 410 of them. “What you 
have to face,” Gosden says, ‘is 
that, conservatively 80 per cent 
of trainers in this country are 
insolvent If you cashed them 
tomorrow at the bank you 
would be in a considerably neg~ 
a tive situation.'’ 

It might sound an exagger- 
ated claim, until you consider 
some of the familiar names 
which will be missing from 
racecards this year. Bob Cham- 
pion, Graham Thorneg Julie 
Cedi and Lord Huntingdon - 
the Queen’s trainer, no less - 
are among those who have not 
renewed their licences for 1999. 
Cash-flow problems, to a 
greater or lesser degree, were 
a factor for all four Lord Hunt- 
ingdon, who had almost 70 
horses in his yard, was esti- 
mated to be losing £40,000 a 
year, despite charging his own- 
ers about £150 per horse, per 
week for his services. When the 
chill wind of finanrial reality 
dually blew him away few of 
Britain’s trainers did not 
shiver in sympathy. 

A trainer has three principal 
sources of income: training 
fees, their cut of any prize- 
money won by their horses, 
and, if they are lucky, com- 
mercial sponsorship of their 
stable. They may also by to 
turn a profit from buying and 
selling horses, or betting on 
them. 

The list of potential outgo- 
ings. by contrast, runs into 
dozens. Staff wages, transport 
costs, feed bills, mortgage or 
rent repayments, vets and 
blacksmiths’ bills are the most 
obvious, bi* eveiythingdown to 
the paint on the stable doors 
needs to be billed and paid for. 

One trainer who takes the 
accounts book as seriously as 
the form book is Simon Dow. 
The son of a bank manager, he 
was taught from a young age 
that “to be in business, you’ve 
got to stay in business". His 
charges at present are £25 per 
day per horse for single owners, 



After a while, the prospect # 


Park clouds overhead on Epsom Downs as Simon Dow’s string goes toworkbnt their trainer is one member of the profession with a grip on fin a nci al reality Veter Jay 


and £26 per day for those owned 
in partnership, which reflects 
the extra work involved in keep- 
ing multiple owners up to date. 

Significantly, though, he of- 
fersa discount of £l per day for 
any owner who pays a bill with- 
in 21 days of its arrival. About 
80 per cent of his owners take 
advantage, and while bad pay- 
ers are as much of a problem 
in racing as they are in any 
other industry, Dow's income 


streams are less likely to diy up 
than most 

“The most important tiling is 
cost recovery.” Dow says. 
“Every single pound that’s 
spent on the horses, we are as 
certain as we possibly can be 
that it gets invoiced out It’s 
easy to lose a pound here and 
there, but if I lost £2 on every 
horse every month, I’d be out 
of business by the end of the 
year. That’s the sort of margin 


that Pm working on, a thousand 
pounds either way can make all 
the difference.” 

Dow employs a member of 
staff spedfiralty to look after the 
accounts. “I regard that as 
being as important a job as 
there is in the stables, M he says. 
“Obviously it's important to 
make sure that the horses are 
in good health, but it's no good 
if you're not going to be able to 
buy the food or pay the staff” 


The pennies are looked after 
to the last detail. “I wort on the 
basis of one lad looking after 
three horses, so a third of his 
wages come from that fee. The 
horse wffl eat about £40- worth 
of feed each week, including hay 
- it depends on the individual 
animaL There's the shavings for 
bedding, the rent and rates, all 
the individual items of expen- 
diture which we itemise such as 
telephones, electricity, water 


rates, all the way down the line. 
Once the balance goes the 
wrong way, you’ve got a hell of 
a lot of time to get through until 
it tips back your way.” 

Even at the pinnacle of the 
profession, training can be an 
uncertain business. “It’s not a 
great way to make money, or to 
make yourfemfly secure,” Gos- 
den says. U I do it because I have 
a passion for working with 
horses, which can be remark- 


ably fulfilling and incredibly 
frustrating You wouldn't logi- 
cally tell anyone to go into it” 
But people still do, either for 
the love ofthe game, or because 
they are qualified for Utile else. 
And for many the first cash-flow 
problems will emerge within a 
matter of days, because while 
staff must be paid from the 
moment the stable doors open, 
the owners may prefer a more 
flexible arrangement 


Schooling aimed at putting newcomers on course 


TO BECOME a racehorse train- 
er; it is now necessary to attend 
three one-week courses at the 
British Baring School, on horse 
management business skills 
and Staff management Suc- 
cessful graduates receive a 
National Vocational Qualifica- 


BY GREG WOOD 


lion at level three (all stable 
staff must have NVQs at levels 
one and two). 

They must then attend a 
formal interview at the Jockey 
Club before a training licence 


can be issued. There are four 
essential requirements. Appli- 
cants must have spent at least 
two years working as an assis- 
tant to a recognised trainer 
Cmy dad, who’s got a horse at 
the bottom of the garden” will 
not do) . They must have a min- 


imum of six horses to train, and 
basic facilities such as suit- 
able boxes and gallops. They 
must also have access to about 
£30,000, if necessary, to cover 
start-up costs and wages dur- 
ing their first weeks and 
months. 


At present, there are about 
520 licensed trainers in Britain, 
and until the introduction of 
mandatory training courses 
about three months ago, an an- 
nual “chum” rate of 10 per 
cent was normal, with about 50 
trainers giving up the g ar p p apd 


another 50 taking their place. 

The overall number now 
seems certain to drop, howev- 
er Grant Harris, chief executive 
of the National Rainers 1 Fed- 
eration, estimates that by this 
time next year, there could be 
as few as 400 trawerem Britain 


as much resignation as angen_ 
•AH you say every year when 
you’re a trainer is, wefl, wtfte 
into a new year now, so who’s 
going to knock me this year??. 
Rod Simpson, in his 25th sea- 
son with a licence, says. ; • 

“They know that you can’t 
just let the horse starve to 
death, if you’ve an a nim a l in 
your care you have to take 
care of it Instead th^y tell me 
HI get a cheque next week, or 
that they’ll see me at the ■ 
races and give me some cash, 
as if they’re doing me a big 
favour.” ■ . ; 

Simpson believes that the 
problem runs from top to bot- 
tom. “Those that have an Arab 
influence, well lucky them,” he 
says. ‘‘They’ve lad a right nice 
few years. But the day it stops, 
they won’t be around for two 
minutes, because their over- 
heads will kill them. I wish 
Sheikh Mohammed bad pulled 

the plug a couple of years ago 
because I wanted to see them 
all cringe and whine.” 

An obvious solution to the 
problem would be for Weath- 
erbys, racing’s “civil service”, 
to deduct training costs cen- 
trally, just as they do for jock-, 
eys’ fees. Yet while the 
mechanism for this already ex- . 
ists, many trainers continue to 
work without any formal con- 
tract at all. 

“They find it embarrassing,” 
Grant Harris, of the National 
Trainers’ Federation, says. 
“You’re trying to persuade 
someone to part with £20,000 
and then another £15,000 a 
year; and you say, 'would you 
mind signing this so ifyOU don’t 
pay I . can take you to court*. 
These peopte might be friends.” 

When money is tight, the _ 
thick -rolls of rash inside the 
bookmakers’ satchels can be an 
irresistible temptation. For ^ 
many trainers, a successful 
punt once or twice a season 
makes all the difference. But as 
Simon Dow says, “you’re on 
very thin ice and you're not 
realty running a business if 
you have to generate money 
from something like gambling 
in order to stay solvent” 

Xt may be that the message 
is starting to fitter through to 
bright-eyed young horsemen 
and women with ah eye on the 
winners’ enclosure. Since last 
November all would-be trainers 
have been required to attend a 
three-week course in stable 
and business management be- 
fore the Jockey Club will issue 
their licence. The next course, 
with space for 10 people, is 
due to start in March. As yet 
not a single application has 
been received. 
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WINCANTON 


1.40 Winning Saint 
2.10 Holdimclose 

2.40 Petite Bisk 


HYPERION 

3.10 Double Thriller 
3.40 Dancetillyoudrop 

4.10 Belmore Rock 


VERDtCT: A taacvTgangrralcectesatrilti the prater: abfay of H u fcfaii ufcJwu pttEd against 
the patented at several good-looking types writo showed plenty of praitese a! a tavrer levtl 
Double Itafflfw b perhaps the most obvious urea attar Ik Imprwanw «u at rtrtngctan. 
but ANDSUEPHI mss ths test of Bw so ow fudes (rim frith Charts Brooks and both 
Royal Raven and Waynfloto have tinted Ihte 9wy could mate tftair mark in ffifs gratia 


GOING: Soft (Good to Soft m places). 

■ night-hand, galoping course. Run-in of 200yds. 

■ Course is NE of town on B3081. Tompta combe station (service from London, Water- 
loo) 4m ADMISSION: Members CM (Junior Members. 17 to 22 years, E8); Tbtteroate 
CIO: Course (and cam ro course) £5. (UncfertSs tee an endasuesl CAR PARK: Free. 

FIVE-YEAR STATISTICS 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 33-153 E48”b). P Nlchofls 35-133 (263%), R Akira T9-C7 

rsv P Hobbs 0-1® ITISM 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 20-117 (205%). R Ounwoody 23-106 (217%). T J 
Murphy 12-54 (222M J Osborne 12-57 (211%). 

FAVOURITES: ifll mns from 431 races (success rate 374%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Belmont Rock (4101. 


II yin I ELITE racing club novice claiming hurdle 
Ll-zVI (CLASS F) £2,500 4YO 2m Penalty Value £1,842 

1 <1 FKiEZ \W/) )A Ean) K McAtttfe H SL A P McCoy 

2 60005 ALLEGIANCE (27) (P VAgmarnl P Hfegmam tl 4 D Matthew* 5 

3 343600 ZURWF (19) (Tte Strtn Sew) C Hcta IT 2 HI KsJghfcY (7) B 

J PQ2 BAL1YKISSANN (S3) (F De WadJ 0 Rrencfi Cbvts II 0 -CUnmOyn 

5 2 KPOLO (FI4) (Mss LAe Reews} B Jotnson Tl 0 DGoOagfwr 

6 WNNMG SAINT (RB) (M H Kooghl M Tbnpkns fit) — A Hag dm 

7 NATALIE'S PET (Fl35) (Ms R GuUng) M Sheppard D 1 RTTmntai 

-7 deemed — 

BETTING: 2-1 Friyez, » Kpota, 3-1 Winning Saint, 4-1 Myttssann, 12-1 ZieyBf.20-1 AMeglanc*. 
33-1 NataOe’c Pet 

098 CM Boom 4 9 9 A Bates (5) 12-t (R Simpson) W ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Faysz: Moderate level of farm on the Flat but tid test work r dosing stages on tek- 
des debut when 7ih ol T9 to Beteafan at Warwick. Feces much water opp osi tion 
today and may be good enough in me hands of Tony McCoy 
Mtegtanca: Martet Rasen seter winner in September and bad farm since in solars 
prior to bang outclassed behnd NoreM Lad at Easter 

Zuryaf: Has left Simon Dew since November and darner ridden m tough races, the 
latest behind Fbsh at Warwick Has obvious eacfwvay Chance n this league 
BaUyfcfanarm: Contested better races urtH tMength 2nd to The Ftotoe m Tterton race 
n tvtnch many deported at the thvd tfctfa. Moderate: but that winner has won arce 
Kpolo: Fetched only fSOOgns out of Wfce jams' stable and a K-tength 2nd to Mar- 
tel Pipe& Secret al Plimpton on hutles debut Obrawa chance n mte {jade 
if comng on for the expenance 

winning Saint No worthwhle farm on the Flat and has reportedy choked aid fin- 
ished dstessad on different occasions. Should stay on bnmfng and m with a shout 
at the weflha n a bad race 

Natalie’s Pat Moderate and bought very cheaply out of a small stable ott the Flat 
VERQ1CT. Ttfc race te ted encuc^ to carsKier rwnrarrer Winning Sarin, who raporv 
edy had bwffimg problems on the Hat He should stay wel enough being a son of St 
Jwtta and Adrian Magara is booked fat the gsWrg, who gats 'fito Iran FAYEZ, mouvt 

of Tony McCoy. Bad enough himsaif on the level Faye: dd show some aptitude fcr Ws 
game whan seventh to Behraan at Warwick and es row In a much sofw race. 


lo Aft) TOTE HURDLE (CLASS D) £8,000 added 2m i*fe 
l Penalty Value £5,550 V 

t CO- PETITE nSK pot) (DMAJUm«)M Pips S UTO APUcCoy 

2 me 1 DUKES MOUNT pi) (P) (Ms C Snrih) 0 NcKtan 9 It B AMaguhe 

3 AJ-W NEAT FEAT (56) (CD) [Food Bratara LW) D Bswrtfi 8 11 4 P Holey 

4 -P2TT3 MARK3JAN0 (USA) pi) (0) (BF) (T H Pryta) K Hagai 6 V 3 ASSndfi 

5 0-3321 KRABLOONBC (Hfl flfl (CD) (Mb D Potto) J Mi&S 5 11 2 J GrAfstain (5) 

6 00032 KW(TSCROS3(ig) (CISi (NVHarwy) AJ Wtan COD Mr fl FOnWsl (3) 

7 PEVBOL PBtDRAGON (IS) (□) (MbsE AVfafCQdi) CBafang 8 DO 3 Fra 

-7 declared - 

UAnunwegAt Kbt. 7nw Iwdtasp weifltes: Kfaoli Cross 9st ItfePworriPerdragonOBIIfa. 
BETTWG: 11-4 Neat Feat, 7-« Duke’s Mount, UsdsBano, 5-1 KrAtoonA 0-1 Petite Rbk, 12-1 Kno 1 * 
Crosa, 16-1 PewS Pendragon 
B98: Ones 6 U 10 T J Mwpfly 2-1 bv (P PfcholSIM ran 

FORM GUIDE 

Patlto Risk: Goes wefl tesh as demonstrated by dear-ait win at Humptcn last March. 
Easily won srrtal race at Ludtow the same month and fWshed with a fine 3rd tosta- 
bfemate Factfista in decent race at Aintrea Could be on a tenant mark 
Duka’s Mount Dual bumper winner and falowed pteastog 6th to Once More For Luck 
arWBtherby with hard-tough! success from Vfentnand Marigfero at Marfa Ftasen 
after ovemamng Blunder tteea out 4fa higher mam today but in fine heart 
Neat Fbat Lavas the course past three wre here) and stormed away tram Nh» and 
Tom 5* last tana Stfl itprowng and a threat to them al off the tenant 4t> rise 
MarigOana Crused home al Haydock and Cattertck (beat Cumbrian Maestro) and 
jurped a path whan favourite and chalengng before the CnaJ fflght at Market Rasen. 
flnfeHng just owra length behind Dukota Mount. Every chance here with a 3fa puD 
Krabtocnflc Confirmed promise ol course 2nd » Retro Bembo w«t 7-tengih wn here 
from Alta totemabonaf (rest met beaten oft). «*> tegher raang today but further im* 
prowmwrt Beiy and shotidere orty 10a Vb with same tSafrner aboard 
Wno’e Cross: previous winners CotAhard end The Brawmaster with an imprmed 

effort at Vferwick (psft ground) when 5Jb out of handeap, Races off sib tegfter mark 
today and may tack the necessary pace 

Privmfl Pendragon: Belov* farm ance the Newbury vmn tost season and akm&t 20 


MrBrraj m wstphe 10a True hafrtceo nelgMs: BotoHS9sl&b, Dmne Cftara 8a Tti 
BETTING: T-4 Dancetltyowkop, 4-1 WeB Wind, 5-1 Bata HIB, Vt-2 Around The Gate. M Rocky 
Park, 10-1 Brave Buccaneer; 14-1 DMne Chance • 

MB. W* Timed a ft 0 1* A Hoaswrt!) (7) M p Froa) n rw 

FORM GUIDE 

Around The Gale: Backed down fa tavourttisn on reappearance (pUfad ip tehind 
CardnaJ Hiie al Wan***) Goes in me mte but better over a shorter trp and has a 
Wg’weyA 

Weft TlnMKb Stiff tasks on both starts this season (had I2st when 4th to Mster Btoka 
fad time) and only Ifc highar than Ns Chepstow wit tern General Pongo tost Ma if. 
Held off Jri Wteffline to win this race last year with same amateir aboard 
Brave Buccanerer Mud-tover in his days with David Murray Smith and a faler at me 
10th at Ttecester (wm by Sporkftig Cone) on reappearance. Probably best watched 
DanowHHyoudrap: Cretftabte 2nd to KinrtahaAa at Urdow (Boro Hi 4th and now Qfa 
worse) and teat only other finisher Nazzaro by a dsutnee at Fontwel fast ttma Not 
the best of Jumpers Put hokls obvious chance with a dear 
Rocky Park: Makes ntstatos and no wn since 1994 Fknwig better than DancsOy- 
oudrop when depertng tou out rt Saxon Dukeb race at Exeter on Jan l St* looks 
best wached 

Boro HU: Has teen out ofthe wel{£its an efl starts the season so good efforts agarwt 
Btrid Statement at Thunton ana Nocy Mner at Ludlow Has changed stables since wfci- 
rung amateurs' race last season and top partner aboard today 
Dhrtne Chance: Makes instates and without a wn far five years. Second In seKng 
hurtte pnor to 20 -tength 2 nd to H oki m cloaa in rxance chase at Exeter. Stiff task tran 
our of the handcap proper 


SP reporter will not 
face police charges 


VEHDfCT: Wbfl Timed fas every hope of wrung tf»s race far the second trrw altar two 
m a in Nov amber n nuch hotter raoes. Hets 8b higher Stan V. months ago but to* wel 
handcapped on the fater Chepstow nit Don General fttnga Dancetfltyoudrop fa no! Sie 
best cfjur^en but he can aiso be cyven a Sne chance n tits weak race on Hs decait ef- 
tort aganat Kimahala al ludbw BORO HRJ. played a promk an t part far a long way m 
teat Ludow race when In need of (he rui aid has been asked two stiff questnns since 
He's bond to take the besting eft orty Va w»i RkSiord Fomstto booked 


POTTERS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 added 
2m 6f Penalty Value £2,878 


lengths behind Neat Fate here tn October Enjoys Mb pi* and may not harite stayed 
2rrt3f at Exeter tato tma when 4th to Papo Kharisma 


VERDICT: NEAT f*AT is a starting dtfi here and cause win rsmber toa b a real pos- 
s**y off a tarientmak after his latest success with 6b more an his back. A 3b rtfter- 


eno& ma i ns i n u t te rs lia e&O T g c aica r i-e Martel Rasen rivals DrJWa Maw* and M iirt gl .i i n . 
and KraWoonh caJdTt tare won in better style, acbwtetSy in a wester league over couse 
anddstanceatortnghtago He can go wd agate oft a tow weigh! and Martn RpaS PB- 
Its Risk is another who carent be rutod out on her decent now* tam of fast season 


|ri“irn MAURICE USTER NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D> £5,250 
added 2m 5f Penalty lfelue £3,831 

1 311-34 ALBHaiARLE (77) (D) (ft Ogoen) H Daly 8 Tl 4 -A P McCoy 

2 (Ml DOUBLE TEMPO (33) (D] (BaOn i^rtno d ip) C Eosrtn 6 n 4 JQabotM 

3 34-n IffiLDDIClOSE (27) pfal C LCtee) R Frost 9 Tl 4 ....JFhm 

4 TMOP- ANDSUEPHI (;50) |Ms J A Ccheni 5 Stawood 7 n 12 G Bradley 

5 -NF34 DUNNJOtSVEW(U)(FG1u3(0lFTu3wOtlt2 SBwrotf^i 

0 SUSP' ROYAL RAVEN (714) (A DHHa’JJffifonJB 10 Q LAspel 

7 W WAYNFLETE {B4) cf Arrarl) hi HenSnon 8 D Q AFfcgerald 

- 7 declared - 

BETTI KG: 54 Double 'tempo. 1 1-4 HokfentioM, 4-1 ftmfapepHL M Wayiflete. 7-1 AJberaute, 

12-1 Royal Rawn. 50-1 Durericte View 

tssa- Bengere Itoor 7 0 12 T J Uaphy l4<w ^ ifetiefc) Btar 

FORM GUIDE 

AHjermarfe: Chasng rype but tisappontng x far over fences, apparently ha«ng phys- 
ical excujB 1c» reappearance effort tut ^rrpng yat as poorly again n«l *na 
Double tempo: Made nwstto wn ncmcB futle a Windsor and iKMce Cha3fl to tint- 
ngdon (soft: by B lengths from Spadafce), both *an4t Has bags olpotentJal 
Hounmetoa: 3 fangitB seconO o Edmond a Ewtar (&n6fl befam eaqr winner at same 
cause (2m7f;Albermar1e a remote faurthlBwedo law. both races on soft 
AntteuapM:TtepiiSttm)iirtleshTrn.rkimnm 92 rTafSi«tA*ancaMCheltBnham.Pten- 
ly cri lo>m on soft prevfausly but puled up in de&preate eontftans at Antree 
Dutmlcka view; Has plenty of chaang expensnee and tk»e nrt lock good encu^ 

Royal Raven: Spit FkkSng The Facte and Unsntabte Bow el FbhKWie (2m6( soft) 
Mates chaang debut (hag the physical scope) on fc* tun shea ftoruay W 
ttteynfleto: Strapptog son of Strang Gate Plenty ot pfanee on hutles debut tost Febru- 
ary Second ftofaunta fel Brat in 7-njnnar nowoe eftesa at Chepstow on return 


[g-Tnl RACING CHANNEL HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 

r > V v J £10,000 added 3m if 110yds Penalty Value £7,003 

f 4ffiC- DOUBLE THRttU=R ®44) ®F)(RC WBans) PHWvtoa Bit fa JTtaanl 

2 Af Tl- RABAHANDV (29Q) (Cp) (G E Heauf) J MtAro 9 11 5 .R Guest 

3 11-42 LANCABTRiANfTpi) (DBR IHonlAsAEHeberftrqi) HDslyBQ □..SWyma 

4 B2P-1 UAUWOODCASTLE(14)(CO) (iAsUltonw^RAbff 9TDTI JtWdgerffl 

5 JODI SHARP COMMAND (57){DJ (A PWand SUs PJns) PEateB1D7 .AMropte 

-Sdadsred- 

BETTTN G: 54 Poutite Thtaec 7-2 tfahmod Caeito, M Uncatorlan Jto. Sharp Oarrenand, 7-1 

PanMndy 

898 AterMoor780PHAy7-2(RAtae(17r3n 

FORM GUIDE 

Do MbteTTtr ator: The Qriy horse to nave baatmteemn Ml under rutes. by 12 lengihs 
hCheltaifain hunter chase pn2 good b soft) Babw tom on 1bs» ground n«tllm& 
Movte b PaUMchofls. Has bean supported al tmg odds far the Gold Cup 
P mahaiKfy: fcrproued Iasi two stana fast term, wmng hantfcap at Fbntwtei (3m2t 
srtft ; 25fe h^ fter hens) by 15 fangths and decent novice event at Wlncanton 
LMteetrion Jet 3b h^iar than when wirving 5fl*ner handcap at Tbweester (3mit 
srft) from Master Qwt Ustate at the seventh riined chance next tme 
MaMood Cable: Has goodreconl on soft ground, testing SaraS Drtght3’/ t fangths 
ouwC&DtwoweBte ago Sfanss in the weights may be too nwch 
Sharp Gutwn.aU.Qy: chaser. open bimpro w men t. Has won hawicaps at Sedge- 

fieid gm5t good to soft) and Cattenck |3mil good to firm) Ws term 
VHUHCTGoM Cup tope DOUBU THRJLIBI show wfa M. despite the presence 
of stoft# h4am nvals. Hs farm agains teeten Mi ig open fa dferenf inteipretatats. but 
Iterate no ttoto _thathe b a horse ot consklersbte poteniial The mow to Pal Mdw«s e 
wwsV te have damaged he prospects 


40l AND GUY NIXON AMATEURS' HANDICAP 

— — CHASE (E) £5,000 3m If 110yds Penalty Value £3/154 

— ivcBwnt(3) 


S^ T ^^^^ GAH ‘* OT|RFrog9t1iq MrAHekbworthm 

*“WE«JCCAMffiR C«J (P» (H Foirtan H f=fawlar J2 Tl 4! MrACtatea^lcmsm 


*f*t« J ^ N ^(4a(te[RFDirt^Rftwferi2T1< MrACharie&Jgnef (7) 

F^I 0«CEnUMUI»Wn7)(DU^PMchofcBtJO IfcSSWngBp) 

SlFifll ROCXY PflfifC £27) (Mr S Mra Tony Geate) G Bafcfrw OBJ __^JIr P Ryn 17} 

3P4* BORO WU. (2&) p Ateort Httts 8 1) 0 . . 1^. JrirR ftS 0 

605322 DMNE CHANCE (27) (U Qvdiad M Ouchas n 80 

-Ttterianb- 


1 Si P-3 BELHORE ROCK (Zq (IQ (MrsA JHarfrMQ URpe C CO A P McCoy B 

2 1P3W- KINGS WITNESS (USA) (44Q Hcnte] P Nkhcls 6 h 8 Mr S Strange 0} 

3 1W0 SEIZE THE DAY (IS) (CU) (Ms N M CocmbB) II Goombe Tl tl 2 .. .JMMMOoombe 

4 2-P45P SHB>HBtDS REST (]9)(Ttw Odd Dccen) S Meta 7 (1 12 CMbb 

9 35-143 RALABKM (117) (Mss B Siring G Bakfcig 5 C 8 FKenfeyffl 

6 tt-620 5UWSESPKML(2l)(FALartttBanjPIbdfatd6l3 6 SBuimugh 

7 3 64SSP KHP BE IN MB® (28) (Q (P Ctery) N Mchal 10 TD6 ^OlMeMteheil 

8 2Q33F ISIS DAWN (236) (D) (l*5jcr Bob Daei) P Hobte 7 t! 4 RWldnerC) 

9 33&43 KS8E0 CALL (17) pameR La9y Ndstr c( SlHHcrtJ) U Tcm*ns 7X3.. -A Ifcgato 

t) 2501U2 PONTEVHJRA (259(D) (04 M toed Hotel K Morgan 6 01 ASSmUi 

d DPaa- SOU1HEfWHAYBCSy(«2)pcCoaRj)WlBSWfanB6l)0 ..CUbmIhi ■ 

e P453I TOPSNmR{3D)|RH0in|)BRIAron7flO RThomun 

te OOOP4Q WQOOHQUSeB«(Z1)(SiiPaerWte)CIJ«toA6iOO_.. ..IkfUtehsal (5) S 

-ISdeebred. 

H ftrtnum iteghc iQst frus fiantteap werghto- lap Shipper Sto tact, kVootflouse Say Sal 78). 
KTnNG: 7-2 Beimore Rock. 5-1 IQngi W«ne«, 7-t Missed Ca*. Pomewtka, 8-1 Pafaereon, &■ 
x Swrfae Specto, tm tep Skfapst, IM Ktnp Mi to MM, SetM 1)1* Day, DM othvre 
1996: HfaMfti Destiny 6 V) 3 GUpfan 20-1 (CMtuhef) 21 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Batman Rode ■feyo but very kgtitty raced. Won at Fontwel pros, heavy) « Apr) by 
Z2 lengths. Orty 4b Wgher fa tti® weighta her& Showed promise on reappearance 
Now tried n birtero 

Kkigs WltnesK Won newee race at Hm#ngdon pm good to soft) n Febtuary «S7. 
Ligfttty raced but has ptonty to prove: partioiarfy stepped ip b 1M$ trp 
Sate* The Day: Wfan three timB3 (twfco on good to soft) wer thia trip bs spring, a3 
under tffc amateur rider. Backward and was betow farm on haavy this brn 
Shepherd* Heat Has ito wn wv» Deesmbw 199& 6fa drop it weights, after poc* 
effort (puDed ip) at Ufanteek 19 days aga Stays 2m6f and acts On soft 
PttotatOir. Odbi success was at 2-5 a Wtrvfcor (nonces. 3m. good) in SepSambw. 

« lengths thrd of 6 off 2D Hgher on handcap debut suggests the; is fl stiff task 
Sunrise Special: VWn twice on very soft at Exeter <2rrwi and amH) n Apri Easty 
best effort the term whan second a! sane course Firet try beyond 2m4f 
Keep Me In Mind: Rare wimet who has tooted tefactant Twice good saxniat around 
2rn4ftt« term Unproven oust this far, and is rut on obvious stayer 
Isis Dawn: Stays and acts on the Ground, but has na always nuressed with antufe 
Urnced since puSed iu rt Jura but Gtafaia can get them fit after a break 
Missed Qrifc SM somatrvng of a dark hone, placed efforts over shorter suggastug 
that this trip might suH, but facing a non-slayer over 3m (soft) last tone 
PeraevediK ftre t»r share of poor races but in good tom at MussefautQh fast tow 
Efarta Wkring at 3m and »cond owr 2m4l Urto»^n cn soft ground 
Southernftay Bay: Second In ntMce events over C4D in March and October 1397. 
both on fas gourd Wei treated but worries after layoff and on soft ground 
Tap Stripper; k ifarasttiu contender after tHengtti win n Tl-nmer seing handcoo 
a^ntun (3m Bolt 9to H^er tw»X bought out eA V. Greemwy's statte 
WootSxrttse Bay. Thb tnp fcx*s too short and she is wet out of the hantoeap 
VERDICT Die Marin Pipe contend* Belmore Reek, beta w» trsated m Hs wrrtng 
tom lest season, reghtoed over hs tnp on soft gountl he is cure fatten demand with 
pjitera, however, and taBMUiue nay lewnh^ TOP SWW>EHwho won w nao e fc ntatyiB 
Iasi time end is abo proven under todays conations. Setto Tha Day coUd emerge best 
oMheteai 


NEAL WILKINS, the Press 
Association's starting-price 
reporter who was arrested last 
Jutyby the Metropolitan Police 
and was due to answer bail at 
a London police station today, 
will not face charges. A police 
spokeswoman said: “We can 
confirm there wfll be no further 
action by police in connection 
with this matter" 

Wilkins’ solicitors issued a 
statement on his behalf, saying: 
“The Metropolitan Police have 
confirmed today that Mr Wil- 
kins is no longer under suspi- 
cion of any criminal activity in 
relation to his role as a starting- 
price reporter. 

“The allegations against Mr 
Wilkins were exceedingly seri- 


ous. He was arrested on suspi- 
cion of returning false starting 
prices at horse-race meetings. 

“He has been a starting-price 
reporter for nearly 26 years and 
the allegations went to the very 
heart of his professional stand- 
ing within the racing industry. 

“Mr Wilkins has consistent- 

ty and voefferousty stated his in- 
nocence. Civil proceedings wfll 
be instituted against those re- 
sponsible for besmirching Mr 
Wilkins' good name.” 

A spokesman for the Press 
Association said: “Ttflj Wflkms is 


on a date in February to be 
agreed. This situation is not af- 
fected by the police decision.” 


Bailey case reopens 


KJM BAILEY’S case reopens at 
Bow street Magistrates’ Court 
in Central London today. The 
trainer and the former Thames 
Valley Police officer Robert 
Harrington are jo in tty charged 
with conspiracy to burgle the 
property of Bailey’s former sta- 
ble jockey Norman Williamson. 

Bailey, 45, was not present in 

court last month when the case 
was adjourned until today 


The 45-year-old, who trains 
at Old Manor Stables in Upper 
Lamboum, won the Grand Na- 
tional with Mr Frisk in 1990 and 
landed a rare Cheltenham Gold 
Cup-Champion Hurdle double 
with Master Oats and Alder- 
brook in 1995. 

Harrington, a private inves- 
tigaton is further accused of 

attempting to deceive the jock- 
ey Jamie Osborne of £500. 
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Pipe and McCoy hit 100 


TONY MeCOY and Martin Pipe 

both hit the 100-winner mark for 
the season with Majadou, the 
2-13 favourite for the novices’ 
chase at Lingfield yesterday, 
and went on to notch a treble 
and double respectively . 

McCoy, who last season reg- 
istered his 100 as eariy as 5 Nov- 
ember, said: “I've taken much 
longer to get the ton this term. 
It seems I have had more days 
off than I’ve had winners. 

“Mqjadou did it well. Like a 
lot of French horses he does 
tend to jump a bit to the left. He 


js in a lot of races at the Chel- 
tenham F-stival, and I'm sure 
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Seles sets her sights on Hingis 
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MONICA SELES kept her 
remarkable unbeaten Australian 
Open record intact as she swept 
into the semi-finals here yes- 
terday Seles won nine of the’ last 
10 games to knock out another 
former world No I. Steffi Graf, 
and now plays the defending 
champion. Martina Hingis, in 
lodny's semi-finals. Hingis out- 
played the French seventh 
^see'd. Mary Pierce, 6-3. 6-1. 
Tommy Haas, attempting to 
become only the fourth 
unseeded player to win a Grand 
Slam tournament since 1964, 
disposed of the American Vince 
Spadea in straight sets. The 20- 
year-old German now plays 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov for a place 
in Sunday's final. 

The Russian 10th seed and 
1996 French Open champion 
brushed past the American 
25th seed, Tbdd Martin, 6-2, 
7-6. 6-2. The 24-year-old said he 
would never have a better 
chance to win another Grand 
Slam. “It is difficult to realise 
that none of the seeded players 
arc left in the tournament and 
I am the only one to have won 
a Grand Slam, so that will help 
me definitely.' 1 Kafelnikov said- 
"Three times here before I 
J, -ive been beaten by the even- 
Wal champion: Pete Sampras 
^ in 1994. Andre Agassi in "95 and 
Boris Becker in '96." 

The 29-year-old Graf, winner 
of 21 Grand Slam singles titles, 
began like an express train but 
was quickly derailed. From 
serving for the first set at 5-4 she 
crashed out 7-5. 6-1. Only her 
pride stood in the way of only 
her third love set in the past 15 
years, and afterwards Seles 
was harsh in her assessment 
“Steffi's not the best player 
in the world now." she said 
when asked if she ranked the 
match alongside their previous 
/ ^and Slam confrontations. 

can't think of having had 
such a lapse," said Grat a four- 
times Open winner, after drop- 
ping eight games in succession. 

“I just got tired and I couldn't 
really serve any more." Graf 
added. "I thought so much 
about it in the second set that 
I couldn't put a ball in. 

“I got tired and nervous but 
I didn't know why I couldn’t 
change it around. I told myself 
to loosen up. 1 usually can but 
today I didn’t find a way to. 

“At 5-4 I was dictating the 
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Monica Seles grimaces as she reaches for a ball in her Australian Open rout of Steffi Graf in Melbourne yesterday. Seles won nine of the last 10 games 


points and I thought I was play- 
ing fine," said the 10th -seeded 
Graf, whose sliced backhand 
was destroyed by Seles. 

“I didn't really go into this 
tournament for some reason 
with enough confidence. Z don’t 
know wiiy that was." 

Graf still bolds a 9-5 lead 
over Seles in meetings and on 
the previous occasion they met 
- at the Chase Championships 
in New Ybrk last November - 
Graf fought back from a first-set 
loss to win 1-6 , 6-4, 6-4. The win 
was Seles’ first over Graf since 
she beat her in the 1993 Aus- 


tralian Open final Seles won on 
bo- debut at Melbourne in 1991. 
then won the tide in 1992 and 
1993 before missing the 1994 and 

1995 championships while she 
was recovering after being 
stabbed by a mentally disturbed 
fon at a tournament in Hamburg. 

Hingis, who has beaten her 
in six of their eight matches, 
including two of three at Grand 
Siam level, said after beating 
Pierce she was eager to have 
a crack at Seles, who extended 
her unbeaten record in Aus- 
tralia to 33 matches. 

Hingis, the No 2 seed, took 


76 minutes to beat Pierce, the 
1995 champion, who went down 
to her third successive defeat 
to Hingis at Melbourne Park. 
Hingis and Pierce have now 
won five matches each, but 
Pierce's first three wins came 
when the Swiss was only 14 
years old. *T was attacking her 
serve very well and had some 
great returns on the line," 
Hingis said. “She was standing 
so far off the middle I had open 
lines and I went for them." 

Pierce said she had decided 
to stand wide on the court to try 
to create a sharper angle for 


her shots. She said unforced er- 
rors -26 to Hingis's 17 - were 
the main reason for her defeat, 
but she was also troubled by a 
pulled stomach rausde and a 
head cold. 

“To beat her you have to be 
at the top of your game 100 per 
cent, which I wasn't," Pierce 
said. “But I’ve got to give Mar- 
tina credit She hit some amaz- 
ing shots.” 

\fenus Williams won no sym- 
pathy yesterday from the chief 
executive of the women’s 
game, who dismissed her com- 
plaints about being deducted a 


point when her hair beads flew 
off. 

Williams complained after 
she was warned and then 
docked a crucial point result- 
ing in a break of serve in the 
second set when some of the 
beads she wears in her hair 
shook loose in her 6-4, 6-6 quar- 
ter-final defeat to Lindsay Dav- 
enport 

Williams refused to shake 
hands with the umpire, Denis 
Overberg, at the end of the 
match, saying she had never 
been treated in such a way 
before. 


The WTA chief executive, 
Bart McGuire, said the rule 
was in place long before the 
Williams sisters came on the 
scene and insisted that it had to 
be adhered to. 

“Last night was the first 
time that it’s come up," he 
said. “It is not strictly the bead 
rule, it's applicable to any hin- 
drance on the court" 

Rule l. Section 3 states that 
when a player has created an 
involuntary hindrance, the first 
time a let should be called and 
the player told that thereafter it 
would be considered deliberate. 
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Korda to 
challenge 
ITF in 
the courts 

BY JOHN ROBERTS 

PETR KORDA'S lawyers go to 
the High Court in London today 
in an attempt to stop the 

Tntp mafirmal TYrnnis Eteriaration 

pursuing its quest to overturn 
a ruling by its own independent 
appeals committee, which de- 
cided not to ban the forma* Aus- 
tralian Open champion for a 
positive drugs test at Wimble- 
don last summer. 

Korda is challenging the 
ITF’s right to go to the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport in Lau- 
sanne after completing its own 
anti-dru g^ procedure against 
him. On 21 December the ITF 
appeals panel fined Korda 
his Wimbledon prize-money 
(£59,080) and deducted 199 
world ranking points, but did 
not impose a statutory one-year 
suspension, citing “exception- 
al circumstances". Korda, who 
tested positive after losing to 
Britain's Tim Henman in the 
Wimbledon quarter-finals, said 
he did not know how the steroid 
nandrolone found its way into 
his system. 

Although the ITF inserted 
the clause covering exception- 
al circumstances at the sug- 
gestion of the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport, its inten- 
tion was to put the burden of 
proof on the athlete to show how 
a banned substance got into his 
body. In Korda's case, the ITF 
believes the appeals committee 
misapplied the regulations. 

The failure to ban Korda 
upset many of his fellow play- 
ers, some of whom voiced their 
objection to the leniency of the 
ruling when the 3l-year-oid 
from the Czech Republic went 
to Melbourne to defend his 
Australian Open title. 

Korda’s defeat in the third 
round at Melbourne Park last 
Saturday coupled with an ear- 
lier failure to make a success- 
fill defence of an ATP Tour 
title he won in Qatar means 
that hK ranking wfflM from No 
13 to around No 75. 

Brian Tobin, the president of 
the ITF, is scheduled to attend 
an anti-doping conference or- 
ganised by the International 
Olympic Committee m Switzer- 
land next week and wfll cast 
tennis’s vote in support of a 
minimum two-year suspension 
for those found guilty of class- 
one drug abuse. 
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Huntingdon 

HYPERION 

1.20 MISTY CLASS (nap) 1.50 King Pin (nb) 

2.20 Optimistic Chris 2.50 Ginger Fox 3.20 
Conoco 3.50 Buckiand Lad 4.20 Devil’s Advo- 

. fixate 

GOING: Good 10 Scrti (Soft in ptacesl 

■ Right-Hand level course Run-te 200yds. 

■ Course s a junction erf Ai and AGP4, Staton (semtoe from 
London. King's Cross) Vn ADMISSION: Members £13; Paddock 
do lOAP members of Diamond Club, and Students, haft-price); 
Courm E5 CAR PARK: Free 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: K BaHey 18-37 (20.7%). G Hubbard K- 
77 (208%). Mrs M Revetay 14-37 (378%). J GHtOrt 14-75 (B7%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: RDunwoody21-8f (253%). M A FBzgar- 
aW 17-89 C&VH P Hide «4 (234%). N WOHamaon V4-77 (B2%). 

■ FAVOURITES: 234-529 iflA2%\ 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME; Just A Roads 020); JM Boys (visaed) 
(l50).Nobie Axhtete (za*. Fourtan Bank (320) 


FORM VERDICT 

Mary Rtwetey seems to haws found the kuy to Cathedral Bsfla. 
and she is capable ot a bold bid to defy top wesson. Sight 
preference a lor APACHE PARK, whose Leicester win has 
worked out wsl - rmneMjp Be Breus bolted up by 15 lengths 
last weekand - and who promises to be stated by Bus sight- 
ly longer trip 


FORM VERDICT 

BARTON SCAMP has a sound cnanoo ot completing a ha- 
ter*. (yven lhal he seems to be on the m^ada tar Dai WMams. 
Setoeny is a threat ae « Sharp Mora to an open contest if 
one ot the lees exposed types late to dekvor. 


3.50 


MARCH HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 110yds 


1.50 


1.20 


SAPLEY CONDITIONALS HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2.250 2m 5f 
3CT3I CATHEDRAL BRIE (33) (p) Ms M Rwefey 5 12 0 _.G Lae (3) 

35-tf* CLJUREMHAH (B) C Dwyer 7 tl 5 MMNUQttm 

3MH> CINNAMON STICK (96) J jBffercon 6 It 4 .TSUM(3) 

2P-325 BESSIE BROWfE (B) (CO) G Hubbanl 7 11 3..C Honora (10) 
WTO) MONKS SOHAU (40) (P) G Hubbod H 11 2... L Barber (10) 

6-M3Z WTYCLABSfW)|D) WsSSfT*i7 71 1 SDuack 

,530-0 0CTSAAL (USA) (77) p) J King B0 13 LCuomin* 

-5P/1-P SKAW RIVER D4) Me SSmNi 8*U DBswMhflO) 

(HC5 BAD BERTRJCR pH) Graeme Fk» 810 B S Graham (7) 

P4-533 TABRIZ (22) Mrs PArisonS 137 RHe&atb 

C&3EP AMOTHSAMBQ (17) R Baker 6 116 GShedUn 


HINCHINGBHOOKE NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,500 added 3m 

1 0-HE2 BHACKENHEATH (22) (D) D Gnssti BBC B Fenton B 

2 22300 EMGHT AAIIE (T7) Mss 5 Edmcb 7 1) D...0 Burrow (5) 

3 1P4UQ H1HEDLEY (15) (P) GHhftMrdSU HfcMSnnwn 

4 01-ira JET BOVS (79) (CD BF) Ms J Pitmen B« D....Bhen«ngV 

5 P-RJ2F KMGPW(l«)PBeaincrt7t)n -H Supple 

6 1-42S SURSUMCORQA(20) (C) HDatyBUV ..Jt Johnson 

7 1PWP TUDOR FALCON (7) PEkadey 610 1) Owy Lyons 

-7 declared - 

BETTING; 2-1 King Pin, 5-2 Jet Boys, 11-4 Sumn CordB, 13-2 Brack- 
anheath, 12-1 BrigM Rarae, 14-1 Hf H«Bbk SM TMarFMcicn 
FORM VERDICT 

KING PIN m nothng fce so bad a Jumper as h® conpletlon 
record suggests, and with Robbie Supple taking tww from a 
lass csperlenced dakner today, he ta taker to get off the mark. 
With a ctear round he can outstay Sursom Corda. 


2.50 


KITTY WARD-THO MAS NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS D) £5,500 2m 110yds 

1 2-4flE HVSt WVE (D1 G Yisntoy 7 H it .VSbduy 

2 1 P/5-3 BENV0A/TO (S3) m K Baley 0 tt 4 JAMcCarfey 

3 500-3i ECLIPTIC MOON (21) (D) C Rxjwn 9 11 4_ NBantkqr 

4 Q3-W FERf®tS(31)(D)UsP9y8r 4 W Menton 

3 QP 2FP GIHQEH FOX (USA) (61) (D) Mrt J Ptm8n 6 T: 4...B HartSnq 

6 PP330/ MHEAfdCTOO (F14) A P Jones 8 n 4 - BCfiflOrd 

7 12P3B- NAMOODAJ (318) (D) D Nchoiscn 6 H 4 RJohwon 

8 CO-35 SOL MUSK pi)) (Ufl J /Qng 7 It 4 CHeudB 

-8 declared - 

BETTING: 5-2 Ginger For, 10330 B enven u t o . 4-1 Namoodai, 9-2 RNnr 
Wye, HM Farm, 12-1 Sol Music, 16-1 Edpdc Moon, 25-1 Mheansnetao 
FORM VERDICT 

GINGER FOX wnid be gMng weight Ml round d th® were a 
hurtle, but he gats 7b from the peneBsed fflver Wye here 
end ha can make that tBtt. Tb do so he wi have to take wel 
to Isnces, but he has the physique to do sa Nomooda) corad 
be a big threat it he returns to hte besL 


1 SW1- NOT MY LINE (357) (D) WCfiudwd D n t)..MrN Fdhfly (7) 

2 31-Cl BUOQANDLADfT5)(D)DGB5eiatl8 - JJFuaon 

3 3T12F HARFDB»IT(10)M3MRewteyB112 J>Wvan 

4 031-21 0 MV LOVE (90) (D) N Babbage BD4. . .. L Ctnndm (3) 

5 34442 NORTHBMSADDim (17) (CD) R Hodges C DOJI Johnson 

-Bdedind- 

UnmantneigH tost True tendcap itomem Sad&et 9a UtO 
BETTING: 64 BudUend Lad. 5-2 HarMecarH,! 1-2 Nd My Line, 5- f North- 
ern Sadder, 7-1 0 My Love 

FORM VERDICT 

Buckiand Lad is obviously n greet form m present but he 
may wel have come up agairw a good one In the shape erf 
HARFDGCENT today. Mary Revatey has a goad record at 
this track (4 from 6 with her chasers) and, although Harlde- 
cent may wel be a brt better over further; he appears on the 
right side ot the handcappar. 


4.20 


2.20 


034451 AMCHE PARK (USA) (56) A SfecaBr 6 10 5 XAfepuu 

-50022 ZAHAAUE(U5A)P1)JPWwrg7t>0 HONr 

2.1M6 GHOSTLY APPARITION (T71 J Upscri 6 1) 0 G Supple 

Wrfe- YER 1B9BLE (404) J K CieXMEl ADD J.Con®ran(4) 

5-tW WHISPERING COURT (B) A Turrt 9 TDD NGdOhe 

.^56564. WHStE'S UftANOA (278) GMcCcut7f)0. RSkKthokvep} 

&30ZW MRS ROBMSON (21) J UrdcB 6 V 0_ JE Huabend (3) 

V WKP JUSTARQADtEBOlGThorrwetJO Dfera Thomer (1C? B 

30 F,tKF4 MGHT THYNE (28) M J Rcberts 7 1) D CRaRer(4) 

- 20 dedared - 

46wiun weghr Jftx 7hjewnt4npwelgte.''brT*nblBSstl3fe Mwpenng 
CcurtSa J2ft. mm‘3 Mandate m^Robimoi>9B7Si. Jua A Road- 
e fts. NkA Thyne flsf I0fl>. 

BETTING: B-T Cathedral BeBa. IVSZahaafie, 9-1 Nasty Class, 7-1 Apache 
Park, B-1 Bessie Browne, 10-1 WtUsperino Court, 12-1 Cinnamon Stick, 
Tabriz, 14-t attars 


YELLING NOVICE HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS F) £3,000 2m 110yds 
\ 50rt!4 SELBERflY (27) (D) (BF) ELJantSS 5 C 0 ,SK*ty(S) 

2 S3-25 GHAIffl CSU (40) J Clinan fl T1 fl Mr J Owen (7) 

3 taOCE STONE WDGE (13) pF)JPe«c8 TUB SDuradr 

4 i 0FIMST1CCmS(4lflP)ASbaeBr4l13 -TEley 

5 DP-530 NOBLE ATHLETE (40) Ms J Henan 7 O n B Hanflng B 

6 -0550 BAfTTON SCAItf (29) (0) DtMkms7f)11. Jlr N Fbhky (7) 

7 334S35 CRUZ SANTA (21) M Chepnon 6 T) 10 .WVtatMnghn 

6 2303C ROUNDROBWp2)P)MmA6JDlitSon5 0B.RJohnaooB 

9 04630 SHARP MOVE (7^ Ifes H KnlgN 7 0 6 JCufcty 

V -SU033 SHANNON SHOON (3^1*5 S Sikh 7 10 6 Mr JCronfeyp) 

It -00336 PRBQOUS ISLAND (6) J AParlnj 6 tl 4 Gery Lyons 

■B 0006 THE POLYMATH (2flP Charily 6 V 4 BFanton 

J3 P/P-C6 GREENSire CHAT (24) L a Dora 9 T) 0 .0 Burravn (5) 

- 13 declared - 

Irfcununi vraight last True twndbep wMgM: Gmemlda Char psr 4to 
BETTING: 9-2 Setbeny, 5-1 Stone Ridge, 6-1 OpdoiMc Chris, 13-2 Bar- 
ton Scamp, 19-1 Grand Cm, Noble MhMa, 12 Roimd Robin, 14 others 


3.20 


EBF ’NATIONAL HUNT NOVICE HUR- 
DLE (CLASS D) £4,000 2m 110yds 

1-41 TONOCO (30) (□) Iks S&Nih 611 10 SDurack 

BACCHANAL NHandBracn 5 BO JRKetmgh 

3040 FOUNUUN BANK (31) J Spaamg 6 IT 0 BFMonB 

OOAJP4 FHBICH COUNTY (41) J JWkra 7 11 0 UGriBBw{5) 

t- 000 RATHURE (21) J Curte 7 It 0 OlfcPhalp) 

P RIM VIHH THE TIDE (7Q A Tianel 6 11 0 A Dobbin 

00043 STONES THROW (20) (BF) D Mfr&n 6 It 0 — RJohncon 

TAHTAN STOT Ifcs H Knghl 8 11 0 JCdoty 

9 CHEL WORTH VI (900) J Speary 7 09 TJ Murphy 

01-22 DORANS GROVE (47) (D B^ J King 5 13 9...L Cummins (Q 
-10 declared- 

BETTING: 94Tbnocn, 11-4 Stone's Throw, 9-1 Baoc h and, 8-1 Dorans 
Grew, 10-1 Tartan Shot, 20-1 French County; 25-1 others 
FORM VERDICT 

It m difficult to get away horn TONOCO. who acoruitad tor 
a userful sort on Ms hurdferg debut, naming a decent time 
In the process. Ha should go on Jo bettor Irtngs in due courea 


HUNTINGDON MAIDEN OPEN NH FLAT 
RACE (H) £1,750 2m 110yds 

1 DROMDORAN P Vfcbbar 6 m 5 JAMcCarthy 

2 00 aiPBXWSSON(42)JCurtB5B5 OtofteBp) 

3 0- UANNBCEN PtS (Z7T) rf Baby 611 5 EBynrap) 

4 MR HARRY K Bel 5 IT 5 JUogee 

5 0 PRINCE OF TROY (7) GHanS H5 GShmUtmfS) 

6 ROMAN LORD Mtes H Kn^Tt 5 71 5 JCUMy 

7 VRAfllSTT BLHJ J Spavr^ S 71 5 ...J»rNFeh9y{7) 

8 D- ARDENT (340) J Clithan 5 77 a.. _UrJOwen(7) 

9 S DEADLY DORS (155) N Smrfh 5 It 0 JR SMirtholnxB (5) 

A 4 RH (13)0 Mens S no S Kafr (5) 

n MASSEUSE Us Q Hare 5 Tl 0 — - SOurack 

O PO MtSS MOVA (257) N Snrftfl 5 T1 0 MSfcaratt 

0 TOMSKALM-fcnpldrBSflO DYfehraMafT) 

14 4 BOtMBON STREET (21) Ms A EJohrsan 4 f)7_R Johnson 

15 DEVIL'S ADVOCATE M Pitman 4 07 TJ Murphy 

B 2 FIFTEEN REDS (21) DSha» 4 10 7 A Dobbin 

17 MBS THE PO WT (USA) Mrs M Reveley 4 *J 7 PMven 

* NICE BALANCE (USA) M Chapman 4 V7._ WMsDikigtan 

s SO BE IT Has u Ftowiand 4 Q 7 Gary Lynns 

20 SPtHIT OF RRE J JBrtdns 4 07 MGnffihs(5) 

21 DEKINREBFnSp«r4 0a JHanSno 

-21 declared - 

BETTING: 7-2 Devff* Admcale, 4-1 Mss Tha Potat, 11-3 Dmsdonam, 
15-3 fifteen Reds. 10-1 Masseuse, Roman Lord, 12-1 Ma m wian Pta. 74- 

1 BourbraiShteL 16-1 others 

FORM VERDICT 

Mark Pitman produced Canasta to win a amlar race over mb 
CAD earirer n Ihe season and aB the vitro s are that DEVIL'S 
ADVOCATE 4. ert yn*ai abbly. K he A he wB atftiy vm The 
other ne w comers to note are Pan Webber 6 Dromdoran and 
Mary Revatoyls Miss The Point 


RACING RESULTS 


LINGFIELD 

HYPERION 

1.30 Muhandis 2.00 Ivor’s Deed 2.30 Woolly 
Winsome 3.00 Delight Of Dawn 3.30 Reids Of 
Omagh 4.00 Clonoe 


GOING: Slandard. STALLS: Inside, except m (outside). 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low best up to 1m especialy far BL 

■ Left-hand, unduiahng course. 

■ Course is SE of town on B2CS8. Lingfiald station (served by 
London. Victoria) adjoins course. ADMISSION: One snetaeune 
CiQ CAR PARK: Chib £3; remainder rfree. 

■ LEADING TRAMERS: G L Moore 64^46 (Q%) R Hannan 4937D 
(13%) U Johnston 46-269 (173%). Mtoa G Kedeway 434305 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A dark W-507 ( 12 A%) J Weavar 66-307 
(22.1%) S Sandora 65-563 (715%) R Cochrane 53-332 (1S%1 

■ FAVOURITES: 713-2125 P3B%) 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVELLERS: Air Ol E ste e m (230) 4 Dandng 
Rio Q30) have been sent 27D mies. 

BLWKBIEO FIRST TIME Me« The CSouda (visored) (131?; WboL 
ly Whsorae (2301; ThoflBo pen): Sarnai fLDO) 


Untrun: 7sr tab. Twe tmfeap u&g^SfuHococ* T* 9b, Sanorene 
m Ob kSm 7W Ob. 0 ■flame/ Par* 7M 3ft. Pamnonos* 69 11b 
BETTING: 11-2 Katle'i Crackar, 6-1 AM The Ctautfe. Midamfic, 7-1 For- 
midafale Flame, 9-1 Cry For Freedom, Santarene, 10-1 other* 

FORM VERDICT 

This could be the day for MUHANDIS, who has bean n tav- 
ly good fbrm here this winter and dd particutarly wel in tee 
of a stiff task tost week. The ftont-tunning Katie's Cracker 
could be hard to peg back rt allowed an eesy lead, wbfe 
Santarene and Cceraguarde Hero are others to constoer 
■nth Aght weighs 


9 nnl BRITISH COLUMBIA CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS F) £2,750 added 6f 

AHenrn M fi 92J3 McKwwn 5 B 
4SD T Spoke 2 


-6dedered- 

BETTING: 94 Monnoon, TM Air 0( Esteem, 100-30 Woody Wktaome, 
194! OudkkmSMna, 10-1 Swwqqc 14-1 Caly* Halo 

FORM VERDICT 

A weak maiden In which WOOLLY WINSOME may be abte 
to make the most of Hs come BKperianoe hom hts hsde 
dram although one can easily argue a case tar Wbfcerhampton 
second Air Of Ea ta aw or aB-we a th a debutants Murmioqn 
and Swampy. 


ONTARIO HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3^00 
1m 


4 5-1225 NOUKARI (B) (C) (P) PEvans695 CCogan(7)5 

5 0039 CALEDONIAN EXPRESS (J51) JR Best 48 *_.T^iraWl 

6 50-303 SUP <0G (7) (CO) K Bute 6 B 1 -JQufam4 

-BdeetarMl- 

BETTING: 4-5 FfeUs Of Omegli, 4-1 DandPfl Rta, 11-2 Noukai, 7-1 Sip 
Jig, 16-1 Space Race, 29-1 Cate d a n ie n Expraac 
FORM VERDICT 

Another (tocenl oppommrry lor FIELDS OF OMAGH mAid e 
cmfidentiy expected to cortfm hs Imest-start si^jerionty ewer 
Nowkari Danptng Rio looks the pick of the remainder. 


40BI9 BOLDUfCLffF(B3J( 

CSTH3 OWE TO GO (J1 9)(! 

03094 FMIACSjATETOU 
06409 VBJfETJ0fCS(JSSGOarl»Janes'690 -SWWwortM 

CBS}- SCUSBUXB (BQ J L Herris 4 8 Q RCectanaB 

00009 RST FRANC (64) (CD) T J fb^htan 4 B B jthWmlO 

TF53E NOtrsoEED(5)(OP&areaaa ^iPSpaaewmiv 

09050 HALBBTT (Q (QQ P Qjgojne t) 8 2 P McCabe 7 V 

065/9 SECRET TANGO (J126) JR BesHBI. APoM(3)6 

30964 HEAVBfly MISS (12) (q (D) J Mger 5 7 O - -N CadUa 3 


1.30 


ALBERTA SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2,500 added 1m 5f 

ak&6 BOLD BECKY (14) A P Jones 5 e 0 .TSpnte16 

55205 ABTTHECLOODSfJ2)MPIpe691f-JP$paneer(S)9V 

jt ffirfW uUHWfflB(7)tQGLMcOT693 Candy Went* 2 B 

00590 SCAfa£TCRBC0fT(MJMU*er5fll3 WHuldhkison(>)4V 

05WH SIR WAUER (7) AT Murphy 6 89 DeanUdfeownW 

6KM CRY FOR FREEDOM (23) JPearce4 89 ^. R Price 1 8 

□3094 FORAUDABLE FLAME (19) GHNHBBB ^Dmne3 

3Wlt) NCrfiflNG DOING (23) WfejssomOSO MeOtaon S 

00905 TA2KIYA (14) fl tagram 4 7 13 GBmMflM 

63034 KATIES CRACKER (51 M Oran 4712 F Horton 10 

5SHB COASTQUAHDS HOW (J1^ (CD) B PBBSfi 6 7 72 

_ M . n .MaVnDii|Vl2 

e 40940 SMiritfiaCKM DChapman 0710..., PteJfrT 

G 09633 SANTARENE (14) P rtwAng 4 7 10 — ..JCMmill 

« 4QQO- ADILOV (J2^ J Brfd^r 7 7 D APqBfflS 

5 09H» Q-GAW©fPAfKfB)PW»e*S7B NCartkfrS B 

« 04000 FWRONOMASlAdfl JL HOTS 770 SNgMn(7}7B 

-i6dedared- 


BETm*G: 7-4 PiAaeegale "fouth, 3-1 Wor'e Deed, 192 Sanfhus, 7-1 
Bokfr COL 191 Rnl Franc, M-i On* Tb Go. HMverfr Mas. 33-1 oth- 


FORM VERDICT 

Vifitti Petacsgeta Touch and Fsst Franc beta© drawn on tha 
wUe outside there could be a tom up. Ivor's Deed has the 
best draw and has been rumvia wel enough ol fete, but it 
could be worth taking a chance on BOLDLY CUFF wno has 
won on an arflflcal surtace n Belgium and was fact enough 
to be pteefid over 5f a* DsauvNa laEl season 


2.30 


WINTER WARMER PACKAGES MAID- 
EN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,250 1 m 

1 GADSHALDJGShiynCfeboumeiBlS F Norton 2 

2 D4Q3I- ULrtWOtW (106) B Hantuy 4 9 U AMcOfeMS 

3 030 OUDALMlfTEEMA (16) (9n V Soane 4 9 12 ~_.fi Codvane 3 

4 5-2 A9t Of ESTEEM OB) P Hadam 3 6 G JMeOhMOA 

5 006- SWAMPY (140) N Cafaghon 3 6 6 JhwM cK aownB 

6 563-a WtXHjy WMSmEp)B Smart 3 B6 — --RPW1B0I IB 


1 0003-0 GBTWS (18) (CD) S Dew 4 9 D_ fl Cochran. 6 

2 5B4£ IMHKAB(10) (CO) hfesGKefeway 4 97.J P Spencer R4B 

3 5321-5 iYOANp6}(CO) JTo*V4B7 SWUaMlMI 

4 ksm couaf&cuarran0)jFtawa497 .gbbrImib 

5 05004 TEOFUOfKI) (D) Alfc#be5a O TSprakeSB 

6 50096 VAN GK5 1 (12) (DJ G Lltocre 0 B 8 IQukVIT 

7 009« DaJGHTCFDnVN(ia)fCD)EMeefer7S7^SCKar»(7)lB 

8 00356 SIZZLING (14) RHannon 7 36 DamOTteMIQ 

9 0093 PRIORS MOOR (27) (D) R Armstrong 4 B5 RPrleet! 

* 4D06-6 DANDY REtSfT (l^JL Harris 57 1) PFteaay3 

71 00905 ARAGROVE(9) (□ MU8har97 U ricoki Wright (7) 9 B 

12 00530 KANAWA (21) A P Jones 57 to. F Norton Z 

- 12 declared - 

Manure TSf iQb Tnmhan(SaapiHig te: Aagion7ai4bKaPB*Bftl2b. 

BETTING: 5-a lydan, 92 HaNfcab. 9-1 DeSghJ Of Dawn, Prior* Mooc, 

191 BbzAiB, 12-1 Cbim Custer, 14-1 Gcnhis, Teoffflo, 191 Him 

FORM VERDICT 

Thrs looks an enslant opporkiUty kx LYOAN who wffl be 
sited by this return to a mie end Is also tafcng a marked 
drop In class blowing his flfin n the Al-Waalfwr RnaL Tha 
retran to Equhsack wl ELit Delltfa Of Denri. who tooka bet- 
ter treated than s»ier Genius or Mawksb. snd she appears 
to be the alternative to the tovoune with the remainder mak- 
rtg no appeal 


4.00 


NEWFOUNDLAND AMATEURS HAND- 
ICAP (CLASS F) £2,750 added 1m 2f 

36020 Gffi BEE BOY (19) G VfcCairt 5 T7 7 Mr A Bradley (3) 5 

06694 GROOMS GOLD (13) (P)J Pearce 7 114. Mrs L Peace 4 

U02-1 WHATEVBTS FBOfT (7) (CO) M Ltstier O 71 3 (5al 


JtaAUmf5)1 


3.30 


UNGF1ELD WRK FOR LEISURE HAW)- 
ICAP (CLASS D) £5^50 1m 4f 

1 6B-H FBJ3S0F0MAQI(t2)(C0)IBaldng4 9Q-5VrtltWrfi3 

2 005-13 DANCING RIO p2) (CS) (BF) P rtufeni 4 9 S J> Goode (7) 2 

3 COCO- SPACE RACE (SO) C Cyw5 96 G Ffeuftner (3) 6 


4 01200 BADRINATH (12) (CO) J ftaice 5 n 1 MrCWgoralS 

5 0S894 CAERNARFON HAY (7) GL Moos 4 D12. 

Hr I Hongm p) 3 

6 0004-6 FOURDAlfflJ (12) B Jdrscn 6 1) 71 HmKWi(7)B 

7 C6090 GBTOI JACKET (19) R OG*an 4 TJ 0 

Wse S Raher (7) B B 

6 54056 OUTUKEIIAGJC(12)PEvans4B6 MrAEnanB(3)7 

9 00-201 CLONOE (7) (CO) R hgan 5 to B (5eQ 

JSas L Mdraeah (7) 2 

13 00509 ANCHOR VBHURE (35(D) DOatoa* 61)4 JteRCtafc 9 

tl 30504 DONT DROP BOWS (12) (CQ) HOokigidge to t>0 

WaaJFeWenlOV 

12 00090 SARUM(26)(C) J Long 095 Ur T Water* (7) 11 E 

13 AXJ09 FtOHTER SOUADRON pl^ R FfeacoCk to 93 

Mrs C Peacock [3)128 

-ISdadmd- 

BETTIIlG: 4-1 Whatevert FBght, 91 donee. 91 Caernarfon Bay, 134! 
Out Like Magic, 7-1 Grooms Gold. 191 Aaef»» Venture, Gae Bee Bey, 

12-T others 

FORM VERDICT 

Hodi Ctonoe and Whatavar's Right auceessfuly stepped up 
n dfetanca to win narrowly here last week and wi have their 
saraportora to defy a penalty. But it may be worth chanang 
ANCHOR VENTURE whose best ai-weathar form G on oq- 
u*ack end who has taken a real tumble in the weights ance 
Us Iasi v*Bi here 


LINGFIELD 

Gokig; Heavy 

Fret dghl in back-^traighl omiited al hur- 
dle races; 2nd fence m back-stnaghi omit- 
ted al chases 

1 JO: (3m 71 amateurs nemee huirte) 

1. ARDENT OLIVER -J* H Hantey 11-2 

2. Jtn Jam Joay — HrPHaddng 100-30 fav 

3. Smoksy Robot — Mr R P Vartan 33-1 
Also ran: 7-2 A-S-C 04 92 Bricanmore. 9 

1 Mud In Ytw Ear, 10-1 Selmeston. C-1 Tie 
Break. 14-1 Edge Ahead (4th). w-i Exact 
(6th). 33-1 Dafey River 

11 ran. 37a 21, A {winner bay gelding 
by Ardross out of Oirusar. trained by D 
Ntehoison Temple Gracng; lor Mrs Claire 
Smith). Tote: win ES30: places E240. ET20, 

e32joq df; nasa csf- esjs 

2 JO: pm. nonce Chase) 

1. MAJADOU A P McCoy 2-13 frv 

2. Klngafokl Pet C UaweSyn 91 

2 ran. Won by a cManca. (winner bay geld- 
ing by Cadoudal out of Majatfien. traned 
by M Pipe, WeUngroa torCM,0jaRF 
Batterhem I). Tote: wra Clia 

2 JO: (2m 41 nOyds. haneflesp chase) 

1. DARK STRANGER -A P McCoy 2-5 fav 

2. Mailing C Maude 94 

3. Nice Approach P Hoifey 291 

3 ran. 18, 3'/r. (winner bay gekSng by hre- 
dayoutalAb&BeRoyalB. framed by M Ppe, 
Weingtan. tor Terry Netf). Tote: vm EL3Q 
DP: CLIO. CSF: £1S£. 

3J0: (2m 31 itoyds. maies novice hurdto) 

1. KATES CHARM A P McCoy 4-9 fav 

Z. Bora Bora — C Uewefrn 92 

3. Good TTiyne GW S Fan 491 

Also: 13-2 KeOys Conques, 66 - 1 Prricess 
Rosheen tXM LBy The Fiy. 

6 ran. 17, cflst (winner bay mare by Glacial 
Storm our ol Ws Cham), traned by R Alner. 
ENandtord Forum, lor The Happy Band). 
Tote: win 050. places SMttL EUQ DF: C14Q 
CSF: C196. Non Runner Mystocknga. 

3 JO: (3m. handcap chasa) 

1. GRIZZLY BEAR .Mr S Strange 4-1 J1 
2j Kingdom of Shades N WW te mson 91 

a CaOeva srar R Wkfger 13-2 

Also: 4-i jt tav Total Joytefl. 192 Stepson. 
8-1 Qiaet Moments, to-i Cendwen (5th). 
W-1 HeFi Mood (4th). 20-1 FuS of Bounce 
(Oh). 

9 ran. 2& 12 & ’A. 17 tyuinngr bey Qttidtng 
by Orchestra out ol GrSse. traned by R 
Strongs. Newbury, tor G B Barlow) Tote: 
win £320; places £120, £2Ja £240. DF: 
£650 CSF: £2271 Tricast £11572 Tote Tn- 
tecta: £13930 

4JXk (2m myds. hH Flat race) 

1. JOHNSTON'S ART B PoweB 7-1 

2. Bowl of Grad JH wanamson evens tav 

3. Mydanta A Price 33-1 

AMO: 94 Kentford Busy B (4th), 7-1 Gen- 
erous Deal (6th), 14-1 Stanbrook Lass, 33- 
1 dgf. 33-1 Mysra (5th). 50-1 Bag of Toys 
9 ran. B. i*/-. 2 Q 77 (winner bay gelding 
by Law Society out of Minor Of Flowers. 
vainad by R Buckler. Bndport tor Metpiash 
Racing). Tote: win £90; places £240. CLIO, 
£440. DF: £1260 CSF: £1387. 

Ptacepot £430. Quadpot: £220 
Place & £664. Place S: £2SB 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

Going: Slandard 

iMk 1. MARY JANE (tana Wands) 91; 2. 
Opening Range 12-1; 3. MeUewnfei 6-1 9 
ran. 73-Stev Baptismal Rock (4th) 17», nk. 
(traned by J Barry Cocker haml Tote: 
£950; £ 2 . 10 , £2.70, £15Q Dual Forecast: 
E4L9Q Computer Straight Forecast: 
£0639 Trtcast: E651JG. 

2.10: 1. BOTON1AN (S Rigreon) 92; 2. SSk 
Cottage 7-t; 3. Tlnkef's Surprise i-4 fav. 
8 Mn. 1'/«. 'h. (P Felgatu. Usburn). Tote: 
£330: £10 £260. ClflO DF: ES9Q CSF: 

ETBffi Trtcast £4057 


2A0: 1. C-HARRY (R Coctwarw) 4-1; 2. 
Faym 4-1; 3. Elite Hope 92 T2 ran. 7-2 
lav Kllamey Jazz (4th). sh-hd, Z (R 
Hofcrshead. Upper Longdon). Tots: M 20 ; 
£200. CLto. eiBG DF: &J9Q. CSF; £8.12 
3.10: 1. DRYAD (T G DrtdLajgNte) 7-1; 2. 
Love Opera 12-1; 3. Bluewatar Bay 11-2 
13 ran. 2-1 lav Waitmg Kraghl (4th). \ hd. 
(N Lrttmoden, WoNerh a mploti). Tore: CrtJO; 
£330 £310 £300 Dual Forecast: £9750 
CSF: £8021 After a stewards’ inquiry, the 
resut stood 

340: 1. BARON DE PICHON (J Quinn) 11- 
to fav; 2 Wmdsh'A 7-1; 3. Buadtaig Ho 
33-1 6 ran. 17.. a (N uttmoden. WoNer- 
hampton). Tbte: £230: £ 160 , £230 DF: 
£7150 CSF: rasa 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Krabloonfk 
(Win can Con 2.40) 
NB: Double Tfampo 
(Wlncanton 2.10) 


4.10: 1. EVEZIO RUFO (Rnwmas) 91; 2 
lnfemous9l;a HMzah9l 11 ran. X3-0 
tav Monaco Gold (4th). i 'h. nk. (N Llttmod- 
en. Mtofeerhampton). Tote: £420: £210 
£200 £200 DF: £1960 CSF: £4642 Altar 
a stewards' nqJry, result unaltered 
4.40- 1. SUALTACH (R Cocfrane) 7-1; 2 
TaButah Bate 91 : 3- China Castle 6-4 tav. 
9 ran. i’/., 2'h. (R Hoftnslwad. Upper 
LongdonV TWr £630: £180 £150 Cl 70 DF; 
ES20 CSF: £4105. Tncaat £7505. 
Pfacapou D06.7Q. Quadpot £2050. 
Place 6: £20300 Place 5: £SlOR 

■ Yesterday’s meeting at Sed- 
gefield was abandoned because 
of frost 

■ Nick Uttmoden achieved a 
near 117-1 treble with wins for 
Dryad, Baron De Pichon and 
Evezio Rufo at Wolverhampton 
yesterday. 

■ The 1999 Marteli Grand 
National, carrying record prize- 
money of £420,000, yesterday 
has a three-figure entry for the 
third year running of 103. 

■ Racing at Umericfe is to 
cease at the Greenpark course 
in the dty after the fixture on 
Sunday. 21 March. Racing hag 
taken place at Greenpark for 
over 120 years and work has 
commenced on a new track 
outside the city at GreenxnounL 
A starting date has yet to be 
determined for the new facility 
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England dropped from worlds top 10 


A REFORM of Fife's world rank- 
ings yesterday saw a marked 
improvement for the home na- 
tions - aside from England, 
who dropped out of the top 10. 

Football's world governing 
body has revised the way the 
rankin g points are awarded 
with results in the past eight 
rather than ax years now taken 
into account 

Fife has also responded to 
criticism that teams have risen 
up the list too quickly through 
new weighting factors for 
matches. 

That means competitive 
matches are now worth sub- 
stantially more points than 


By Mark Bradley 

friendlies, while regional 
strength factors are also now 
part of the equation. 

The end result for England 
is a dip of two places since De- 
cember from ninth to 11th as 
Spain and the Netherlands ben- 
efit from the changes. But for 
Scotland there is a surge of 12 
places from 38th to 26th, like- 
wise the Republic of Ireland, up 
to 44th. 

The improvements are more 
dramatic still further down the 
list with Northern Ireland 
climbing 19 places from just a 
month ago to 67th. 


Gray keen 
to catch 
the Foxes 


IF THE tailors of Leicester are 
expecting a rush of eager Fbxes 
realty to be measured up fbraqy 
footballer’s favoured apparel - 
the Wembley suit - then the 
Sunderland defender Michael 
Gray is warning them not to 
reach fix* the tape measures and 
pattern books just yet 

Leicester took a sizeable 
stride towards the famous old 
arena with their 2-1 Worthing- 
ton Cup semi-final first-leg win 
at the Stadium of Light on 
Tuesday night, but Gavin 
McCann's late goal provided the 
First Division side with a mea- 
sure of optimism. 

And although Gray realises 
that Sunderland have a monu- 
mental task of overcoming the 
deficit when they visit Filbert 
Street on 17 February, he is 
adamant that the tie is fer from 
over. “That goal has kept us in 
the game,” he reasoned. “They 
came and played with five at the 
back and the forwards 
squeezed the full-backs when__ 
we had the ball. Maybe some- 
times we rushed things a little 
bit, but when we got the ball 
down and passed it around, we 
looked the better side. 

“They’re very solid at the 
back and veiy hard to break 
down. They've done well in the 
Premiership this year, and I 
don't know how many clean 
sheets they’ve kept but I can't 
see many goals going past 
them. They had a bit of a hic- 
cup against Manchester Unit- 
ed, and that’s what we've got to 
do - break down the big lads at 
the back. 

“Apart from that they’ve got 
very good midfielders and 
Emile Heskey and Tony Cottee 
up front who can score goals. 
But the onus is on them. 
They’re the home side and 
they got to bring the game to us. 
That’s where we might End 
the gaps.” 

The defeat by Leicester was 
Sunderland's second by Pre- 
miership opposition in four 
days, following their 1-0 FA 
Cup reverse at Blackburn. 
Gray admitted that to come so 
close in both games had been 
both frustrating and encour- 
aging. “The lads were very 
disappointed,” he said. “That 
just shows how fer we’ve come 
in the last three or four years 
since the manager's been here. 

“In the past if we'd gone 1-0 
or even 2-0 down, the lads 
might have thought we were 
out of the Cup. But we battled 
on and got the goal back and 
we’re still in with a chance. 


By wyn Griffiths 

“Cup games are completely 
different from the Premier- 
ship. But we haven't been over- 
awed by the teams we've 
played. If anything, we’ve out- 
played them. 

“We started very well in both 
games, pushing forward look- 
ing for goals. If we had got an 
early goal in one of the games, 
we could have gone on to score 
a lot more.” 

Sunderland return to First 
Division action on Saturday 
with a trip to Watford, and with 
promotion to the top flight the 
priority, they will have little 
trouble concentrating their 
minds on the immediate task. 

Meanwhile, Leicester's 
Worthington Cup hero, Tony 
Cottee, has spelt out his de- 
termination to end a 16-year 
wait to win his first proper sil- 
verware in football. Only Ian 
Wright among current Pre- 
mier League strikers has man- 
aged more League goals than 
Cottee’s tally of 198, and in all 
competitions he has a career 
haul of 261. 

However; the only medal the 
Londoner possesses is a 
League Cup gong from an un- 
happy spell in Malaysia two 
years ago. The 33-year-old Cot- 
tee's indifference to that suc- 
cess is such that the medal 
remains unpacked in the loft of 
his house. But it will be a dif- 
ferent story if he helps the 
Fbxes to complete their second 
League Cup triumph in three 
seasons. 

Cottee’s two goals against 
Sunderland means Martin 
O'Neill’s side are in the 
stronger position for the second 
leg of the semi-final, despite 
Gray’s confident assertions. 

Cottee admitted: “My target 
is not simply to get back to 
Wembley, but to get that win- 
ner’s medal The fact I haven’t 
got one in 16 years really an- 
noys me. I got a medal in 
Malaysia, but that doesn’t realty 
count. The highest I've fin- 
ished in the League was third 
with West Ham, and I lost three 
finals at Wembley with Everton. 

"My scoring record through- 
out my career has been quite 
good and I keep setting myself 
new targets in that direction to 
help keep me going. 

“But if at the end of it all I’ve 
got no medals it will take some 
of the edge off my own personal 
achievements. There’s not 
much in ray career that I regret, 
but that would be one thing ." 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


YESTERDAY'S RESULTS 
NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

THIRD DIVISION 

Postponed: Scarborough v Leyton Ori- 
ent. 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
First Wrfafon; Cambridge 3 Gillingham 
0: Bournemouth 1 Barnet 2. Postponed; 
Fulham v MUfaan 

PONTIUS LEAGUE Third Dlwlsan; 

CarfuJe I Hartlepool Darlington 2 Bury 
4; Rochdale O Walsall 3. LEAGUE CUP 
Group ItetM Hull 1 Rothcrtiam t, Group 
Six Bradford 3 Scunthorpe 0. 

TUESDAY'S LATE 
RESULTS 

■tortMngMi Cop SemWfaal Ant Ik Sun- 
derland I 2. Nationwide Football 

league Second Ohrisfow Bournemouth 3 
Preston I : Fulham 1 Oldham 0. Mactlesfidd 

0 MJIIwaU 2 Third Nubian: Peterborough 

1 Hud 1 . AncoMadscreen&ShMd North- 
ern Section second round: ArUpoeed: 
RochdadevStote. Northern quarter-finals: 
Hartlepool 0 Lincoln Gtv 3. Carlisle 0 Wigan 
3. NtfknwMt Conference: Hows I Dower 
2; YBeMI 0 Feres Green <• Scottish League 
Ffruc Pbhhtt tvmp o ucd. OyttebarttwAvr. 
Second DMaion: SrMbig i Queen of the 
South 3. ftstpaeed: Forfar v Clyde. Third 
Dbriskm: Cowdenbeath O Brechtai 2; East 
Stirtbx 1 Dumbarton 2: Oman'* park *, 
Stenhamwmib' i . Representative Match 
(Scalyfcrirfre): ftMtpwwd: UniBond League 
H v FA W. Rjmao League First DMsIok 
F tip — E Ffamford v Staines Second M- 
«Mmc Horsham 4 Thame 2. Pastuw ie d : 
Abfcigdnn Town w Hung® ford. Bans read v 
Barking; GiaJfom St ftwr vNcrtbiimod: Edg- 
ware v tooting & Mttdum. Windsor & Eton 
w Bedford town: Wthain v Hirtow. Third Df- 
■Woo; Clapton 2 Flackweii Heath l : Ware 2 
Cambetfey •*. Ford A East Thurrock 2. Post- 
poned: Avdey w Lewes. Corinthian -Casuals 
vSoutNfl:KlngSburvwEpawrifiEvwdl.lsth- 
uUmi Laaguo Cup dilrd round: Postponed: 
Sutton Urd w Basingstoke Third-round re- 
play: AWenlnAl BeUtamsicdD Puma Cup 
sogmmJ round: Dulwich v Hampton, nurd 


round: CWord Oty 2 Vlfealdsrone 4 post- 
poned: Carshalcon Athletic v Wblton & Her- 
sham. Dr Mortons League Premier 
DhitskUL- Merthyr Tydfil 0 Gloucester 1. 
Loogae Cop third round: Folkestone 2 St 
Leonards 3. Po stp on e d; Witney v Dsrchesta: 
UoA3ond League Cup Third round: Char- 
ley 0 Anringian Stanley 0: Parsley CdOc 0 

Gateshead uUtiHIa First DtnWoo Cm sec- 
ond round: Witt on Albion 2 Gretna 2 fuel. 
MWMn Albion man 5-3 on penalties) Third 
round: Postponed: Droybdenv Bradford Pan, 
Arame. Mnsmafoad Kent League Premier 
DfvBloe: Deal 3 Whitstabie 1 . Postponed: 
Beckenham v Sheppey. SUt#e Green v Tun- 
bridge Weils. Ubtipon United Counties 
League Premier DMsIan: St Neots 3 
Northampton Spencer 0. Unfyat Sussaa 
County League Fine Matston: Whliehawt 
I HaHsnam 2. S u rew TU Dfrect League Pro* 
tier Division; AIT marches postponed 
North Western Trains League Fine DM- 
slon: Mossfey 3 Salford I . tamponed; Boo- 
tle ¥ Atherton LR; Pnswt Cables v LfehCSOS 

Floodlit Trophy: Postponed: HrM 
rand second leg: Atherton Collieries v WOr- 
ringron ThW round: RoEtendale v Darwen. 
Nor th er n Counties Bast League Presi- 
dent's Cop fourth round: Armrhorpe MM- 
fare* ThacMey 0. Postponed: Maltby Main 
v Hall Road; North Ferrlby y Louth later, 
■tit express MMbnd hyfcatian Cup UjM 
round: Postponed: Oldbury ¥ Aiherstme. 
Willed hall y west Midlands Ponte Jewson 
Wassea League: Postpon e d,- Brocten- 
hurst v Gosport Borough ieerson Eastern 
LeagaeCnpQuarter-lhitiKDertiiani I Sud- 
bury Wanderers 5; Dfcs 2 Hrston 3 Arnett 
Insurance No rth ern League ftst DkiMat: 
Morpeth 2 Oook 3 S m i rno f f Irish League 
Premier Dhrtdoiu Glenavon 2 Porradown 
3. Hru DhdstwK Bangor 1 Ards 0. Foot- 
pound: Dmavady DM v Dungannon Swifts 
League of Wales: Postponed: Holywell ¥ 
Caernarfon Town Pontiac League Premier 
Dhrfdoo: Leeds Uid 2 Nottingham Forest 3. 
The Timas FA Youth Gm Third round: 
Gillingham 1 Lekesrer Gty 3 Fourth nxutd: 
Ipswirii town 1 Ycri. Gty I , Ever ton 1 Swin- 
don I: Aston villa 4 Huddersfield i. So*,, 
thorpe O Middlesbrough O UaUaa Cop 
Quarter- final s e c o nd leg: Bologna 0 Ju- 
venilis I [Davids 7B| [aggregate 2 - 2 . 
Bologna qualify an anav goals nric). 


And there was a boost for 
Bobby Gould, whose Welsh 
team have been embarrassed 
by past lists, up 23 places to the 
relative respectability of 74th. 

However, the changes have 
left the two leading nations 
undisturbed, with Brazil top 
ahead of Worid Cup holders 
France in second, with Croat- 
ia and Italy joint third. 

Organisers of England's 
Worid Cup 2006 campaign have 
welcomed new guidelines to be 
issued by Fife to all bidding 
countries to avoid an Olympic- 
styie bribery scandal. 

The FA maintained that 
there had never been any ques- 


tion that their own £10m cam- 
paign had overstepped even the 
spirit of the impending guide- 
lines in the past The FA’s act- 
ing executive director; David 
Davies, revealed that Fife's 
president Sepp Blatter; con- 
firmed that to him and the in- 
terim FA chairman, Geoff 
Thompson, during a meeting in 
Zurich yesterday 
Davies has been angered 
tty one report which intimated 
that the FA had been warned to 
cut down on its supposedly lav- 
ish worldwide campaigning 
efforts from now on 
He said; “We discussed the 
guidelines that were approved 


by Fife's executive committee 
last Mgy final versions of which 
are to be sent to all bidding 
countries next week. 

^ welcome them and firm- 
ly believe that we have been op- 
erating in the spirit of those 
guidelines up to this point 
"We specifically asked Mr 
Blatter whether Fife had any 
concerns over the activities of 
any of the bidding countries and 
he told us on two separate oc- 
casions that they did not 
“It was a very positive and 
friendly meeting.” 

The Fife guidelines include 
a £100 limit on the value of apy 
gifts offered by a bidding coun- 


try to any of the24 members of 
the Fife executive who will de- 
cide on the 2006 Worid Cup 
venue next yean 
They were reportedly drawn 
up after complaints about the 
amount ofhos pi t ali l y offered by 
Japan and South Korea, hosts 
of the 2002 Worid Cup, and are 


the Olympic bidding row. 

European football's govern- 
ing body Uefe, fired another 
broadside in the direction of 
Fife yesterday, denouncing 
Sepp B latter’s plans to hold the 
Whrid Cup every two years. 

After formally rejecting the 
proposal on Tuesday at an ex- 


ecuto committee meethgm 

Cape Town before Soufe Africa 5 

Meridian Cup youth town* 
ment, Uefe yestenfey sad fcat 
it was unfortunate that Blatter 

had first revealed details of his 

proposals in the media. 

“The way the subject was in- 
troduced was not fortunate. It 
put members of the Fife exec- 
utive committee in an embar- 
rassing sit u a ti on," said Uefes 

general secretary, Gerhard 
Aignen The Uefe committee 

m fyting unanimously agreed 

that the proposal “had no pos- 
itive dements for European 
football nor football in general 
nor the Worid Cup”. 


“It is obvious that it would 

serve onty to devalue the 
Cup.” Aiguer said. 

Uefe and its African coun- 
terparts will discuss the Blatter 


bean informal meeting and no 


“We will be talking to each 
other about our position on 
this project butwe realty dopft 
know much about it because 
much of it is just speculation, 

RArtNNGS: 1 Brant S29ptK 2 

frmoe 787 3 Croatia and Italy 7 * 5 : SGhw 

745- s Argentina 733; 7 Czech R*. 
J“JI£ 726; a f&riarff 720-. • 

Sffi535?S7 Northern ketand *67; 

74 Wiles 446. 



Niall Quinn celebrates the goal that gave Sunderland hope in their Worthington Cup semi-final first leg against Leicester Ci ty at the Stadium of Light 


AUsport 


Charlton attack whingers 


THE CHAIRMAN of Chariton 
Athletic pic, Richard Murray, 
has told the country’s biggest 
clubs that if they are worried 
about fixture congestion they 
should leave the Premier 
League and play permanently 
in Europe. Otherwise, he be- 
lieves, they should use their 
profits to employ bigger squads 
and fulfil all their commitments. 

At a meeting of club chair- 
men today, called to discuss fix- 
ture congestion, Manchester 
United and Arsenal are again 
expected to press for a reduc- 
tion of the Premier League 
from 20 to 18 clubs, for which 
they need a two-thirds majori- 
ty. A United spokesman said 
yesterday: “I couldn't confirm 
exactly what well be saving, but 
we have supported a reduction 
for some time." 

The new Champions’ 
League format for next season 
means that any of the three 


BY STEVE TONGUE 

English dubs competing could 
play 17 matches - 19 in the case 
of the team finishing third in the 
League Any of the three teams 
in the revamped Uefe Cup who 
reached the final would play 13 
games. To avoid possible fixture 
problems, the FA Cup com- 
mittee have already consid- 
ered dispensing with replays. 

However, Murray believes 
that is irrelevant to most clubs. 
He said yesterday: “Speaking 
for the smaller clubs, our only 
fixture problem is deciding 
whether we play on Tuesday or 
Wednesday. Some of us haven't 
played for a fortnight Should 
we realty be changing the face 
of British football because Man- 
chester United are in Europe a 
lot? 

“The solution is either to 
increase the size of your squad, 
or get out: if you want to be in 


Europe that badly, then go to 
Europe. But they won’t 
because they’re not convinced 
they'd get the gates." 

Murray is also concerned 
about the effect on other clubs 
trying to compete with those 
who grow even richer via the 
Champions’ League. “There 
are United, Arsenal, Liverpool 
and Chelsea, then Villa and 
Leeds, who can afford to pay big 
wages. The danger is that oth- 
ers trying to keep up with them 
will overstretch themselves, 
which is happening already. 
There’s one Premier League 
dub £1 7ra in debt Another one 
can’t afford to build a new main 
stand and one still needs to sell 
players. We’ve been accused at 
Charlton of not being ambi- 
tious enough, but we won't 
allow that to happen to us.” 

Newcastle’s hopes of signing 
the Intemazionaie defender 
Thribo West appear to hare 


been dashed after the player 
settled his differences with the 
Serie A club. 

Reports in Itaty daim the 24- 
year-old defender has resolved 
his problems with the Inter 
coach, Mircea Lucescu. and 
agreed to stay with the dub at 
least until the end of the season. 

The news will come as a biow 
to the United manager; Ruud 
Gullit who was awaiting the 
outcome of a £-L2m offer to take 
the Nigerian international to St 
James' Park. 

A delegation from Tyneside 
travelled to Italy last week to try 
to finalise the deal, but with 
West a way on international 
duty in Africa, everything was 
put on hold over the weekend. 

It is understood that a sec- 
ond attempt to clinch Vest's sig- 
nature was to be made later this 
week, but yesterday's news 
looks to have scuppered New- 
castle's plans. 


World Cup blamed 
for Ronaldo slump 


RONALDO IS enduring the 
worst spell of an otherwise 
brilliant career thanks to the 
Worid Cup in FYance, according 
to the InternazionaJe presi- 
dent Massimo MorattL 

Things went wrong at 
France 98 when the Brazil cen- 
tre-forward suffered inflamed 
tendons in both knees, and 
then the emotional shock of 
having a fit on the day of the 
Worid Cup final. Ronaldo took 
six weeks off to recover both 
mentally and physically from 
the experience, only to find the 
tendon trouble reappearing as 
soon as he started training 
hard for the Serie A season. 

His personal physiothera- 
pist has been flown over from 
Brazil and Inter have even 
built a long sandpit for their 22- 
year-old star to train in without 
aggravating the problem. 

However; Moratti said: “The 


World Cup did him 
Ronaldo is still feelin 
effects of that period. Hi 
son got off to a bad 
although I think the 
happy within himself 

“There is a negative j 
in the career of every 
great footballer. What’s 
tunate, is that Ronaldo is 
through his one now." 

The Middlesbro ugh s 
Hamilton Ricard is reft: 
from Colombia after esc 
the worst of the earthi 
nightmare which has le 
country in chaos. The 25 
old was in Bogota for his 
tty's i-i draw with Deni 
out Boro have confirmei 
that he is safe and on hi 
back to Teesside. 

“Hamilton said he felt a 
ble but that was aft,’' s 

spokesman. “He is safe ai 

expect him back tonight 


Leboeuf angry at union Giresse joins Toulouse 


PLAYERS' UNION officials are 
perturbed by reported remarks 
made by Franck Leboeuf, 
Chelsea’s French defender, 
which accuse them of having 
“too cosy a relationship 1 ' with 
the Football Association to 
initiate an attempt to reduce the 
number of matches leading 
teams are expected to play 

Leboeufs comments were 
reported from the findings of a 
survey carried out among 
members of the France World 
Cup squad who were asked for 
their opinion on the state of the 
modem game. They reflect the 
Chelsea player’s doubts over 
whether toe Professional Foot- 
ballers' Association - the play- 
ers' union - have a strong 
enough commitment to easing 
their members’ workload. 

Leboeuf and the Arsenal 
midfielder, Emmanuel Petit, 
even suggested that, just as 
America’s NBA basketball play- 
ers have done, striking over in- 
creased demands of employers 
was an idea worth considering 


Leboeuf is reported as say- 
ing “We simply have to react. 
And on our own. not via the 
union because they are in a too 
cosy relationship with toe FA" 
Gordon Tayioc the PFA chief 
executive, was not available for 
comment yesterday, but a PFA 
spokesman said: “Although it is 
too delicate a matter for any- 
body but Gordon to talk about 
officially, we all know here that 
he will be very upset If these 
comments are correct" 

The disappointment at the 
PFA has arisen because officials 
consider they have fought the 
authorities to gain satisfactory 
employment rights for their 
members. On the eve of last sea- 
son, the union was ready to take 
their members out on strike un- 
less they were given a greater 
share of the television money 
pouring into the game. 

Now the increasing number 
of matches leading players are 
expected to play has become a 
burning issue - and will get 
worse when toe Champions' 


League is expanded next sea- 
son to accommodate more 
dubs. International commit- 
ments have also risen with 
extra nations joining the worid 
governing body, Fife, following 
the break-up of the former So- 
viet and Baltic empires. 

Fbreign players flooding into 
British football over the past few 
years still express amazement 
that they are expected to com- 
pete in toe FA Cup and the Wor- 
thington Cup, as well as toe 
38-match Premier League 
championship -without the ben- 
efit of toe mid-winter break that 
is common on toe Continent 

In the survey Leboeuf is re- 
ported to have said: “I have let 
myself in for playing up to 55 
games a season for the past two 
years and it’s going to take a 
well-known international to 
have a heart attack before play- 
ers wise up and take control of 
their destiny- They need to go 
on strike. Certain people are 
growing Eat on our efforts and 
it has gone on too long." 


WITH is League games to go, 
bottom-of-the-table French 
dub Toulouse have turned to 
Alain Giresse, their former 
coach . to save them from what 
appears certain relegation. 
Giresse, called back on Monday 
after Toulouse were knocked 
out of toe French Cup by ama- 
teurs Jura Sud. has launched 
an emergency plan to save the 
side who play Metz on Saturday. 

Jacques Rubio, the dub's 
vice-president, said- “Fife need 
shock therapy and Giresse is 
toe man who can save us. He 
was without a contract and we 
convinced him to come back. 
He agreed and I think he em- 
bodies our lari throw of the dice. 

Giresse said: “The first thing 
to do is to understand why 
things went wrong. This done, 
I will make toe team work my 
own way. I know what I have to." 

Giresse, 46. who replaced 
Guy La combe, can rely on his 
experience gained in 47 ap- 
pearances for for France. Orig- 
inally appointed the Tbulouse 


coach in 1995, he helped the 
team win promotion to the first 
division in 1997 before moving 
to Paris St- Germain last year. 
Giresse spent only five months 
at PSG before being replaced by 
the Portuguese Artur Jorge. 

Giresse added “Coaching 
is a veiy tough job, but since I 
left Paris I didn't know what to 
do and I'm happy to be back 
here feeing a new challenge. It’s 
going to be hand to avoid rele- 
gation, but it's feasible. There 
are 13 matches to play and we 
will know a little more after the 
game against Metz." 

Meanwhile, the French 
strikerCyriBe Pouget has failed 
in his bid to overturn an 18- 
month drug ban. An tribunal in 
Rouen, Normandy , upheld the 
ban, initially handed out by the 
French National Olympic and 
Sports Committee and upheld 
on appeal by the French foot- 
ball federation. 

Pouget was banned after 
traces of the steroid nandrolone 
were found in a urine sample he 
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Redknapp is 
redeemer for 
exile Di Canio 



' PAOLO DI CANTO'S Self-im- 
Ni! posed exile from English foot- 
"C-^tall ended yesterday as he 
joined West Ham from Sheffield 
Wednesday on a three and half 
year contract for around £2m. 

His new manages; Harry 
Redknapp, said: “He's got a 
great attitude. The man’s a great 
talent.” While few in the game 
would disagree with the latter 
sentiment, the former might 
raise eye brows m Yorkshire and 
Glasgow. The 30-year-oM forma* 
Celtic forward was yesterday 
making his his first public 
$ appearance since serving an 
ll -match ban fca* pushing referee 
Paul Aloockand subsequently 
going AWOL from Wednesday. 

Di Canio's signing took the 
Hammers’ spending to £6m for 
the day with the Cameroon 
international Marc-Vivien Fbe 
joining the dub for just over £4m 
y on a five-and-a-balf year deal. 
Redknapp rejected sugges- 
^jins that Di Canio's tempera- 
ment which had seen him walk 
out not only on Wednesday but 
also on his previous dub, Celtic, 
might be a problem. It’s not a 
gamble at all," Redknapp said. 
"Eveiyone will have an opinion 
bid: the only opinion that counts 
is mine and I have no doubts 
whatsoever.’' 

Redknapp admitted he may 
not have been able to buy a 


By Nick Harris 

player of Di Canio's talent fix' just 
£2m if he had not erred in Sep- 
tember; but said the incident did 
not bother him now. 

“He can play like you can't 
believe and do things most 
people only dream of doing.” 
Redknapp said “I said to my 
coaching staff at the first game 
of the season, against Sheffield 
Wednesday, that I would love to 
have Di Canio playing for me. 

“I spoke to Tommy Burns 
who was his manager at Celtic 
and he told me he was the best 
player he ever worked with. 

“When I told my players he 
was coming they were ab- 
solutely delighted People like 
lan Wight and Rio Fterdinand 
just can’t wait to play with him. 

“It will be great to have some- 
one in the side who can produce 
a flash of genius and turn the 
game upside down for you." 

Redknapp said his new strik- 
er had fallen out with Wednes- 
day while serving his ton for 
shoving Alcock. “He was upset 
no one contacted him. He didn't 
feel he got any support and 
didn’t want to go back there. He 
said he needed a bit of friend- 
ship and didn't feel he got it" 

Di Canio himself brushed 


aside suggestions that he was 
stiiJ suffering from the stresses 
that pushed him into exile. “I 
watched football, but only on 
TV That is terrible for your 
mind,” be said “I paid a big 
price, but now I want to play 
football. I’m very happy, be- 
cause I can play for a better 
team than Sheffield Wednesday 
in my personal opinion.” 

Redknapp admitted that Di 
Canio will need some time, 
perhaps two weeks, to reach 
match fitness, but BYfe should 
go straight into Saturday's 
match against Wimbledon, the 
club whose money - £7.5m for 
John Hartson - effectively paid 
for yesterday's signings. 

“Marc is an exceptional- 
player," Redknapp said of Fb6, 
who moved from the French 
champions, Lens. “He would 
have signed for Manchester 
United if he hadn't picked up an 
injury and they don't sign many 
bad players.” 

Asked if he was waxy of sign- 
ing two foreign players after 
some bad past experiences, 
Redknapp said: “There’s good 
foreign players and bad foreign 
players, good English players 
and bad English players.” 

He added that he hoped to 
make another signing, of undis- 
closed nationality (but a rigfat- 
sided defender) within a week. 



Hugs and smiles as West Ham’s new boys Paolo Di Canio (left) and Marc-Vivien Fbe are presented at Upton Park yesterday David Ashdown 
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Henry backs cross-border competition 
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GRAHAM HENRY may well be 
wary of his reputation as the 
long-awaited Messiah ofWelsh 
rugby, but there were definite 
echoes of the Sermon on the 
Mount yesterday as he threw 
his considerable influence be- 
hind the early establishment of 
a new cross-border competi- 
tion In the national coach’s can- 
sidered opinion, the home 
' unions cannot hope to inherit 
the earth' unless a British 
league - oc at the veiy least, a 
major Anglo-Welsh competi- 
tion - emerges from the politi- 
cal swampland stretching all 
the way from Twickenham to 
Cardiff! 

“Let’s get this thing right 
while we have the opportunity” 
said the sharply analytical New 
^alander. "A British league 
alauid be brought in so that the 
countries of the northern hemi- 
sphere can compete more ef- 
fectively against the southern 


RUGBY UNION 


BY CHRIS HEWETT 

hemisphere nations and beat 
them consistently rather than 
occasionally I’m worried that 
people are getting this all 
wrong, that the bigger picture 
isrit being considered by the de- 
cision makers. Eveiyone 
seems to be thinking of bis 
own backyard, rather than the 
game as a whale." 

If Henry's outburst - and 
given the wall of silence erect- 
ed by the direct participants in 
the negotiations, it certainly 
qualified as such- was aimed 
at anyone in particular; it was 
his own employers at the Welsh 
Rugby Union. 

While the coach wants to see 
four high-quality “super dubs" 
flying file competitive Bag for 
Wales, the chairman of the 
WRU, Glanmor Griffiths, has 


reduced the English negotia- 
tors to tears of laughter by 
pushing for a 10- team pres- 
ence in any new competition. If 
Griffiths gets real, an agree- 
ment is still possible. If he 
sticks to his guns, there will be 
stalemate. 

Meanwhile, Henry pulled 
four reinforcements into his 
squad for the opening Five Na- 
tions match with Scotland on 
Saturday week: Kevin Morgan, 
the Pontypridd full-back, and 
Mark Robinson, the Swansea 
wing, joined the bads contin- 
gent while two Foniy forwards, 
Ian Gough and Geraint Lewis, 
were added to the heavy 
brigade Gough provides cover 
for Craig Quinnell, who injured 
his right knee during Rich- 
mond's match with Leicester 
on Tuesday night, while Robin- 
son’s presence reflects the 
coach's concern over Gareth 
Thomas, who has yet to recov- 


er from surgery on his shoulder 
Henry conceded that Allan 
Bateman, his worid-dass cen- 
tre, might end on the wing 
atMurrayfidd. If that sounded 
no more logical than asking 
Yehudi Menuhin to play the tri- 
angle rather titan the fiddle, 
there was method in the mad- 
ness; Bateman, blessed with 
real pace and a consummate 
rughy brain, would undoubtedly 
solve a problem out wide and 
allow Henry to retain the Scott 
Gibbs-Marie Taylor midfield 
axis that accomplished so 
much in the pre-Christmas out- 
ings against South Africa and 
Argentina. 

Across the Irish Sea in 
Dublin, Warren Gatland named 
a 23-man squad fix' next weeks 
eagerly awaited championship 
set-to with France at Larus- 
downe Road. 

Three of the in-form London 
Irish squad are included - 


Conor O'Shea, Justin Bishop 
and Malcolm O'Kelly - along 
with seven other Premiership 
payers and one, Jeremy David- 
son, from France. Davidson, a 
pillar of the successful Lions 
pack in South Africa two years 
ago but seriously inconve- 
nienced by recent injury, is 
now performing at full tilt for 
Castres. 

Only four of those expected 
to represent Ulster in this Sat- 
urday's European Cup final 
against Colomiers have made 
the cut and of those, only 
Jonathan Bell and Andy Ward 
are firm favourites to face the 
French. David Humphreys, 
such an inspiration at outside- 
half this season, will get the nod 
if his form hold® up this week- 
end but Justin Fitzpatrick, the 
Dungannon prop, is unlikely to 
feature in the final 15. 

By way of an unpalatable 
footnote to the political up- 


heavals of the last few days, the 
Rugby Football Union Reform 
Group decided to stir from its 
coffin yesterday. Its members, 
fierce supporters of the former 
RFU chairman Cliff Brittle dur- 
ing his two-year war with Eng- 
land’s professional clubs, are ! 
threatening the current Twick- 
enham management board 
with a vote of no confidence in 
March. Well, why change the 
habit of a lifetime? 

WALES’ FIVE NATIONS CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP TRAINING GROUP Bachs 
S Howarth (Sale). K Morgan (Ron- 
typrlddl. D James (Rancypriddl, M 
Robinson (Swansea). G Thomas 
(Cardiff), A Bateman (Richmond), M 
Tbftor (Swansea). S Gibbs (Swansea). 
N Jenkins (Pontypridd). R Hawley 
(Cardiff, capr). D Llewellyn (Ebfaw 
vale). Forwards: A Lewis (Cardiff). 
D Morris (Swansea). D Young 
(Cardiff), C Anthony (Swansea), J 
Humphreys (Cardiff). B Williams 
[Richmond). C Ooinnell (Richmond). 

C Wyatt (Llanelli). M Vbyle (Llanelli). 

1 Gough (Pontypridd). C Charute 
(Swansea). G Loins (Pontypridd), M 
WOUams (Pontypridd). 5 QolaneU 
(Llanelli). 


Towers silent 
on Duck import 


Butyrskaya starts European defence in style 


MARIA BUTYRSKAYA, the 26- 
year-old Russian, made a good 
start to the defence of her Eu- 
ropean figure skating title by 
w innin g her qualifying group 
yesterday 

The Muscovite, by some way 
the oldest in the event, 
shrugged off the disadvantage 
of skating first to give a solid if 
unspectacular performance of 
her free programme. 

The second group was also 
won fay a Russian, 17-year-old 
Soldatova, ahead of the 
French girl, Vanessa Gus- 


ICE SKATING 


meroli, Sabina Wojtala of 
Poland and the German veter- 
an Tania Szewczenko, whose 
beautifully stylistic routine was 
marred fay two fells. 

Butyrskaya, who posed for 
provocative photos in a recent 
edition of the Russian Playboy. 
without taking her clothes off, 
believes her experience and 
artistic capabilities more than 
offset her advanced age and 
once again she was proved 
right. Her efforts in the quali- 


fying free skating, which this 
year count for 20 per cent of the 
total score, left her just ahead 
of a compatriot, 10 years herju- 
nioc Veronika Wlchkova. Hun- 
garian Diana Poth took a 
surprise third place. 

Tomorrow’s short pro- 
gramme counts for 30 per cent 
of the total with Saturday's re- 
peat of the free skating worth 
the remaining 50 per cent 

Butyrskaya’s six triples, two 
with flawed landings, were 
woven effectively into a variety 
of spins ami steps that earned 


her one score of 5.8 and sever- 
al of 5.7 out of the 6.0 maximum. 
Those were good marks from 
skating first, when judges must 
reserve some top scores in 
case later skaters do better. 

“I was very upset when I 
drew first again because it is 
important to me to know what 
the others do so I can adjust my 
programme if necessary." she 
said. “But I’m pleased with my 
performance." 

Volchkova, third in the world 
juniors last year, skated de- 
spite suffering from flu but still 


looked impressive, though she 
fell on the triple lutz jump. 
Poth, a 17-year- old from Bu- 
dapest who came to promi- 
nence by placing 10th in last 
year’s worlds in Minneapolis, 
ruined a good performance by 
felling on a triple flip jump. 

In the other group Soldato- 
va emerged as the winner de- 
spite a fell on the easiest of the 
triple jumps, the toe loop, near 
the end of her routine. “I was 
surprised that I suddenly felL 
Maybe I thought I had already 
done everything," she said. 


Szewczenko, whose career 
has been plagued by illness and 
accidents, notably her high- 
speed collision with Oksana 
Baiul at the 1994 Lfllehammer 
Olympics, has had more ad- 
versity to deal with this season. 
A bone inflammation of her 
left foot, caused by new boots, 
put her off the ice for six weeks 
until early December. 

But her style was superb 
yesterday and if she can elim- 
inate errors by the end of the 
week, sbe should battle for a 
medal in Saturday’s finale. 


LONDON TOWERS’ prepara- 
tions for last night’s League 
TYophy quarter-final with 
Leicester City Riders were dis- 
rupted by speculation that they 
intend to import an American 
pfeyer before Sunday’s transfer 
deadline. 

Towers have their foil quota 
of five Americans and one 
would have to go to make way 
for a newplayec but their gen- 
eral manager, Rick Thylor, 
angrily refused to be drawn on 
the club's plans. “No comment 
I’m not going into it This is 
messing with players' futures." 

Towers were desperate to 
keep any signings secret be- 
cause if they are unable to ob- 
tain a work permit for a new 
player before Sunday’s deadline 
they wd not be able to change 
their squad anyway. 

The unlikely named Randy 
Dude was the unwitting focus 
of the speculation. “He's in 
Germany," Taylor said. “He 
tried out with us a week ago and 
now he’s trying out with Ger- 
man clubs. Other players have 
tried out with us as well. Who- 
ever suggests we’re signing 
Randy are either just specu- 
lating or they’re a week late 
with the news." 

All four quarter-finals were 
scheduled for last night, but 
London's (raining session can- 
not have been helped by the five 
Americans wondering which 
of them is about to be axed. 
Danny Lewis and Ray Schultz 
should be safe as they do not re- 
quire work permits, while Mal- 
colm Leak is averaging 18 


BASKETBALL 


Bv Richard Taylor 

points a game. Eric Kubei and 
Dwayne Morton seem most 
under threat 

Bob Donewald has been 
fined 1300 and banned for two 
games for his latest outburst 
against referees, but his club, 
Derby Storm, intend appealing 
on behalf of their coach. 
Donewald was fined £300 ear- 
lier in the season for criticising 
referees. 

Allen Iverson has signed a 
$70.9m <£43m) contract exten- 
sion with the Philadelphia 76ers 
of America’s NBA It is the 
largest contract guaranteed by 
the Sixers. Iverson will get the 
maximum for a player entering 
his third season in the league. 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of leading 
Romanian football 
club officials facing 
charges in connection 
with dubious business 1 
deals. The main 
shareholder of \ 

Universitatea 1 

Craiova was arrested 
yesterday on forgery , 
charges. 
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FOOTBALL 

Wolves’ Glen Crowe, a Republic of 
Ireland Under-21 striker, is to join 
Plymouth ArgyJe. of the Third Divi- 
sion. on a free transfer after a re- 
cent trial at Home Park. 

Oxford have turned down a 
£700,000 bid for their striker Dean 
Windass from Huddersfield. 

GOLF 

WOMEN'S WORLD RANKINGS: 1 A 
SorenscaTi (5we) 482.57pc: 2 K Webb (Aus) 
34 1 JB; 3 K Robbins (U5J 270.04: 4 L Dories 
2 55.49; 5 H Alfreds** (Surel 341 .22; 


Malkxi (US) 

182.57. SB or M: 19 l 
125.21 ; 22 T Johnson (Eng) 

Nicholas I Eng) 111 .58: 49 c Matthew 
57.75: SA HDotaon (6ts) S3.19.66L Fofr- 
dougti (Eng) 48.24; WJMoftey (End 3E.7S; 
91 D Barnard (Engl 34.88: 98 K 
|Sco) 32 Sb. 99 WDk*S (M) 32.80. 

ICE HOCKEY 

Jim Fuyarchuk. the London Knights 
coach, yesterday strengthened his 
side's defence with the signing of 
the 27-year-old Swede Tobias AWad. 
A recent reshuffle at the club has 
seen Mike KeUehec Andrew Dale and 
Corey Lyons depart, while Ablad is 
the fifth new face alongside Martin 
Krainz. Peter Hasseloiad. lesper 
Marin and Troy Crowder. 

•-4: Buffalo 1 Phoenix 1 (M; Montreal 2 
Vrfnpa Bay 1; NY Rangers 4 Washington 1: 
New -terse* 4 Ottawa 1: IW Handers 4 Boston 
1: PbOadetonta 3 Florida 3 foM: Carolina 5 
Ptttstxir» 3; Detroit 4 Nashville l : St Lout* 

3 San Jose O. 


ICE SKATING 

htnopeam CHAMPIONSHIPS P**^g*^ 

MnWi naBMna (Bnt 15 ww 
freup qualify for mmorrow's snort pro- 
sr***™*): Droop jtiM Butyrskaya (»») 
<Lr factored placements 2V lfaW*o» 
(Rub) 0A 3 D Poth (Hun) I J; A J Lau&wa 
(Autf 1.6: 5 V Laurent hufc (Ukr) 2.0; S C 


RM) 4.0; 11 
VTrffancova 


5 J; 14 K 

5.6 1SI Snieridene (Udil G 0: 1G S Orta*!** 
(Geo) 6.4. MMttNfmK 5 Main (GB) ((hness). 
Group Bj 1 J Soldatovs (Rusjb.4: 2 V Gus- 
men*) [Frj 0.8; 3 S Wojtala (POD 1.2; 4= T 
Szewcrenko (Ger), E-M Btre (Ger) 1 .6; 6 L 
Hubert (Fn 2.4 : 7 Y VOrotateua (Ater) 2 ft 8 
S Fontana (Ft) 3.2: 9 M Krihsnan (Nedi) 3.6. 
lOO tedfco (Esc) 40, 1TK HawoU (Nor) 




Kopac (Sknenia. 


4.8: 18 C r ' 
5.a is 
I) 6.4: 17 A 


LbSeilojUlirt 2.4:7 J Sebestyan (Hun) 2.R 
8 a Orel (An) 3.2; 9Z Paurouo (Slovak) 3.6. 


POOLS DIVIDENDS 

UTTLEVfOODS Treble eh— cr- 23 no 
£101.306.15: 22 £642.10: 21 £32.15; 20 
£8.30. Hair-time results: Arid— d 22 
points (mas): £3.007.5a Pear draws: 
E35.30. Ntaa bones: El .353.50. R*e 
wvyK £236.95. 

VERNONS Treble chan—: 23 pcs 

El 5.923 90; 22 £227.05; 21 £29.40. 
zerms IheWa dm on 23f— £3.122.10: 
22 £26.20: 21 £1.35: 20 £0.35. Four 
an n a: £5.00. Bgtthoocs: £36.00. Fear 
da— £20.20. 

Ml tea a HreNe Cfcane*: 23ptg £30.20: 
22 £1.00. Lucky n um b ers: 28 8 19 13 32 
29. 

BMITENSlhlble dUMMs 23ncs £334.00: 
22 £025: 21 £1.00. tar draws: £14.50. 
R*e away*: £26.10. Hfhc homer £ 2 . 80 . 

RUGBY LEAGUE 

Sheffield Eagles have named their 
Australian forward. Darren Shaw, as 
their new captain. He succeeds 
Raul Broadbent, who led Sheffield 
to victory at Wembley last year but 
has been transferred to Halifax. 

RUGBY UNION 

The South African clubs Villager and 
Stellenbosch University will ue the 
two southern hemisphere guests 
sides competing for the £5.000 first 
prize at mis year's Glen Ord Mel- 
rose Sevens at the Greenyards on 1 
May 1. The other two guest sides 
are Irish Wolfhounds, who won in 
199), and Cambridge University, 
winners in i960 and beaten final- 


SPORTING DIGEST 


ists in 1997. Melrose will be going 
fora hat-trick of titles and the oth- 
er Scottish dubs taking part are Gala. 
Hawtcfc, Jed-Foresc. Kelso, Langholm. 
Selkirk. Boroughmulr. Currie, Heri- 
ot’s FP, WBtsonians. Stewarc's- 
Melville. Glasgow Hawks. West of 
Scotland. Stirling County and Pee- 
bles. 


Premie rshi p One: Richmond 1 1 Leices- 
ter 23. Cheltenham 
Hralrta 
10-113) 

Neath 11 Canada 14 Postponed: Pon- 
typridd v Georgia ItariBfeBJbwVhle 25 Gaut- 
eng Falcons I Si LtoneiH 57 Romania 12 Qnh 


4. 1 -4. 14 ■■ 4 1 ■ M I •t J " 1 


Kredw Rciyai Wwy 5 Dewn 3ft Cambridge 
University SO British Police 15. 

SAILING 

After the announcement of the 
Cherniheeff British Team for the Ad- 
miral's Cup in July this year, yester- 
day it was the turn of its junior 
partner the R»tex Commodores' Cup 
to announce a major shake-up for 
next year. Out go many of the re- 
strictions on professionals and the 
event is moved from July, and any 
possible dash with Ford Cork Week, 
to the third week In August. A se- 
ries of six inshore and two longer 
races will be squeezed into just eight 
days. 

SNOOKER 

WELSH OPEN (Cardiff) Hret r o und ; J 

Higgins (Sea) bt M Bennett (Vital) 5-1; J 
White i Eng] bt 0 Mapstone WAX) 5-1: P 
EbdonjEiwjWL Griffin JEnfl 5-l:R<XSal- 
■ran (Engjbt N Gflbert (Enef 5-2: Nl Davies 
(Eng) Mi Murphy (NWJ 55; J SwaB (Nlri) 
K D Dale (Wal) 5-3. Second rooad: M 
Stevens (Vital) MS Lee lEne) 5-4: F O’Brien 
tkfltatP Hunter (Btfl 5-2: AHamhon (Eng) 
MB Snaddon (ScofS-l: S Davb (Ena Dt 
J Johnson (Big) 5-3: P W*Hace Aril hr T 


aiappd (WM) 5-1; M Williams (MlalJ bt C 
SmHfSCD) ^5-0: A Robidoux (Can) « M Dunn 
(Eng) 5-1; S Davis (Ens) brJ Johnson (Efljfl 
5-3: L Walker (WaU btJ Parrott [Eng] 5-4: 
S Bkiotiam (&w] be G Greene (EnofS-4; S 


SQUASH 

SRA NATIONAL LEAGUE Seventh round: 
Group m HaUamsMre 3 Manchester North- 
ern 2: Caplui One Nottingham 4 T5M 
tXifReid 1. Group B: UK Packaging 4 
Ashursts Uxighborough 1 ; Bishop's Stotft ord 

3 Potter's Bar 2. Graup C: UtVS Guildford 

4 Lee-on-5dent 1. Devon 6 Exeter 5 UWIC 
Canflfi 0. 

TABLE TENNIS 
EUBOPgAM LEAGUE Hret MuMon {Os- 

(TiCz'Rep'rSmes fasc P*3ortid 
21-12 10-27 21-15: T Raveflu bt M Syed 
21-18 31-15; i Blndaca be A Pterry 21-17 
21-7; KoriMH and J Plachv bt Vbuu and Perry 
20-23 21-1321-18) QwJi RtpuA wm 6-4 
on aggregate. 

TENNIS 

AUSTRALIAN ORD (NWbowne) Men’s 
■ingles, quarter- flub: Y KAFELNIKOV 
(Rus) bt T MARTIN (US) 6-2 7-6 6-2. THaas 
(Ger) bt V Spadra (US) 7-6 7-5 6-3. 


M SELES (US) btS GRAF (Get) 7-5 6-f. 
Men's doubles, quartar-Onals: E FER- 
REIRA (SA| and R LEACH (USI br P GAL- 
BRAITH (US) and P HAARHUtS (Neth) 7-5 
6-2 6-4; J BIORKMAN (Swe and P RARER 
(Aus) bt G Kuerten (Sre) and N LapenaJ (Eel 
wfo. 

Mb—wi ’ s doubles, rpitaer H nali: L DAV- 
ENPORT (US) and N ZVEREVA (Bela) bt Y 
BasJd Itnclon) and A Mauresmo (Ft) 6-2 6-3. 
Semi-finals: M HINGIS (Swlt) and A 
KOURNIKOVA (Rib) bt LRAYMOK) (US) and 
R STUBS (Aus) 6-3 5-7 6-4. 

Mned doubles, qunrtnp-linuris: P Albano 

» and M Bollegraf (USI bt N Kulci (5uw) 
Oremans (Nethl 6-7 7-5 6-4; D Adams 


» and M Bollegraf nisi bt N Kulci (5w«) 
Oremans (ittth) 6-7 7- 5 6-4; D Adams 
and M De Swardt EA) bt D McPherson and 
K McMffian (Aus) 64 6-4. 

Boy's singles, second ranuL- M Finger - 
M (Awl dt A BOGOMOLOV (l») 2-67-5 
6-*: E PROOON (Ft) br M Stantah (Ausi 6-2 
6-2: M YOUZHNY (Rus) br S Moeei (Ilf 1-6 
6-2 6-4;SAMORK»(US)tKLWatau(Gf) 
7-6 6-2; DManaflote (Aus) bt M rtUOhl (GB| 
6-34-6 6-4: J NJEMNBM (Hn) M M Rsh (US) 
6-4 6-3: J MIELZER (Autl bt T AsdMK (Ff) 
6-3 6-3 : 1 Uvinsiw ICz Rep) bt P Gubenca 
(Can) b-4 6-3. 

OWfa tingles, secomd rawid: V RA22ANO 


'HnjWMRshiUSl 
It) bt T Asctone (ft j 

Rep) bt P Gubento 


£ 1 bt K Wn Hdm(Aus) 6-0 6-0; K Berecz- 
irmari (Hun) bt C Wheeler (Ausl 6-3 3-6 
M: E OANBJDOU (Gr) bt S Stone (flan) 6-4 


6-0; K BASTERNAKDVA iSioven) bt M E 
Camerin (It) 6-0 6-0: M Clayton (Aus) bt F 
Pennerra nr) 6-1 6-3: L GRANVILLE (US) bt 
A Ka plant (Gr) 6-7 6- 1 6-3; Z K IX OVA ISo- 
vak) br L Dawar (US) 2-6 6-3 6- f:L BAKER 
(NZ) bt B Keity (Aus) 6-4 6-0. R Vinci (It) 
br D Bedanova (a Repl 6-3 6-4. M MAL- 
OUU (Fr) bt B SekuiOvsU (Aus) 6-1 6-4. J 
Scarinee (US) bt 5 Wratprasert (Thai) 6-4 
6-2: C lco (Japan) bt A MOJZ15 (SA) 5-7 6-3 
6-2: W PRAKU5HA llndon) bt S CohowAloro 
(Fr) 6-1 1-6 6-1: H Collin (GBJ MM GER- 
ARDS (Neth) 4-6 7-5 6-2: N PETROVA (Rid) 
bt K Khrfchnamurrhy (Can) 6-3 6-3; T HEK- 
GOLD (Sloven) bt J Hewttt (Aid) 4-6 6-2 7-5. 

S ee ds In capitate 
GIROBANK TOUR fSontbampBon) Men's 
singles, first round: M Barnard (SA) bt P 
San art [Hams] 6-1 6-3: J Smith (Northants) 
bt N Watts (Wilts) 6-2 7-5;J Layne (Camtisj 
be DShiriey (Kent) 7-5 7-6: T Hlgrins (Essex) 
bt B McManus (Kent) 4-6 6-3 &T N Lester 
(Herts) beat S Amey (Deittys) 6-2 1-6 6-1. 
B Haran ( Ha trips) bt C Watts (Dorset) 6-3 
6-2: M BouWtire rfeite) bt C LongUnd 

1 Hanrsl 7-6 4-6 6-0: R Hanger (Dorset) bt 
i Crawley (Norfolk) 3-6 6-2 64: B Haran 
(Hants) bt C WUts (Dorset! 6-3 6-2. 
Wo men ' s Jluefas , first rotufc G Dandenlya 
(Surrey) bt O Dlnham [Surrey) 6-2 3-1 rer. 
H Farr (Surrey) bt C Gunn (Hants) 6-4; 6- 
3. L CdUsnson (O i»n) bt C Sitverstone (Sur- 
rey) 6-2 6-1. C Homewood (Suee*) bt D BeV 
(Surrey) 6-4 6-4: H Parker (Berks) bt R 
HurcMns (Middx) 6-3 4-6 7-5. M Wallace 
(Devon) be M Martina (Rus) 6-2 3-6 6-2: Y 
Ooyle (111) bt L Napushbandi (Essex) 6-36-0. 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


FOOTBALL 

7.30pm unless scored 
FA UMBRO TROPHY TOnl round: Ha- 
vant A MtaterioovUle V, Worcester. 
RYW1AN LEAGUE UbncUnel TVophy 
third round: Bansutad v Epsom & Ewell. 
WMSTONLEAD KENT LEAGUE Pre- 
mier Dhri s tant Crockenhill v Enth Town. 


ICE HOCKEY 
SENDMM SUPBRLEM5UE: Manchester 
Storm v London Knights (7.30). 

OTHER SPORTS 

SNOOKER: Regal Welsh (Cardiff In- 
ternational ArenaT 


n association with WorldCouer Direct 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 


the resort of your choice. 


weather report: 


and weather report: 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detailed four-rage summan 
conditions In f 80 resorts 

Fax 0906 55 00 601 

Helpline: 0870 51 33 345 


Resort 

Area 

Comment 

Slopes (cm) 

Last 

Temp 

Forecast 


Open 


Lwr 

Upr 

snow 



ANDORRA 








1 p&s de ta Casa 100% 

Fresh snow 

80 

100 

27.1 

-3C Light snow 

| AUSTRIA 








1 Hln tergtemm 1 00% 

South deteriorating 50 

70 

14.1 

-5C 

Unsettled 

Mayrhofen 

BULGARIA 

-.98% 

V good high up 

5 

75 

14.1 

-3C 

Unsettled 

Borovets ... 

....80% 

Needs fresh snow 

15 

35 

14.1 

-4C 

Sunny 

1 CANADA 1 

Trembfanc 

FRANCE 

..100% 

Fresh top Layer 

40 

60 

154.1 

oc 

GHUVsnu | 

Chjmorux.. 

—95% 

Fresh snow 

50 

115 

27.1 

-1C 

Unsettled 

Mottarer ., 
ITALY 

.100% 

High slopes good 

45 

130 

27.1 

-:c 

5r»*y 

Cervinla ..... 

...90% 

Good skiing 

30 

120 

27.1 

-6C 

Light snow 

| Madeslmo . 
NORWAY 

.100% 

Italic di Lei good 

35 

no 

12.1 

-3C 

Changeable 

Woss 

...80% 

V good conditions 

60 

140 

21.1 

-3C 

Cloudy 


SCOTLAND 

Gtenshee 90% Good at Golre Bonn 20 40 27.1 -3C 

SWITZERLAND 

Saas Fee SO% High runs best 40 240 14.1 -5C 


UNITED STATES 


5C Changeable 


Stowe 100% variable conditions 45 110 20.1 -3C Cloudy 

Inform ortcin supplied by Ski Hotline 


Calls to 0901 cost 60p per min. 0906 cost £1 per min. 0870 calls are standard national rate. 


On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU'RE COVERED 
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Gregory to 
outbid Boro 

for Tuninho 


JOHN GREGORY held face-to- 
face talks with -T uninh o at Villa 
park yesterday, as Aston Villa 
stepped up their attempt to 
beat Middlesbrough to the 
Brazilian's signature. 

Villa’s manager discussed a 
ElOm t ransf er with the Atletico 

Madrid midfielder and his rep- 
resentative, Gianni P&ladini, 
who drove Juninho away after 
the player was spotted leaving 
Villa Park by a side door 

Despite suggestions from 
Juninho’ s father that Middles- 
brough were the favourites to 
re-sign the player who helped 
Boro to reach two cup finals in 
1997, Gregory has remained 
confident he would persuade 
the 25 year old to join Villa. He 
is understood to have offered 
Juninho a five-year contract 
worth £1.5m a yean Boro have 
reportedly offered the mid- 
fielder £50,000 a week, but Gre- 
gory thinks the lure of a 
Champions' League place, 

which VDla will secure if they fin- 
ish in the top three of the Pre- 
miership, would help to swing 


FOOTBALL 


BY ALAN NIXON 

Juninho’s derision in Villa's 
direction. 

Brian Kidd last night com- 
pleted the signing of Liver- 
pool’s Jason McAteer for £4xn 
to hring his spending since tak- 
ing charge of Blackburn to 
£L4m. However; Tim Sherwood 
took another step towards leav- 
ing Ewood Park. 

The 27-year-old Republic of 
Ireland international should 
make his debut at home to Tot- 
tenham on Saturday although 
Blackburn did not confirm that 
McAteer was following Keith 

Giflespfe, Ashley VRard and Matt 

Jansen as Kidd's next signing. 

By contrast, Sherwood, the 
dub's captain, amid be the first 
player to leave under the new 
manag er’s regime. The mid- 
fielder refected the club’s final 
contract offer at a meeting last 
night, and Rovers officials are 
adamant they will not make an- 
other offer. 


Porfirio poised for 
Forest loan move 


HUGO PORFIRIO is expected to 
complete his move to Notting- 
ham fbrest from Benfica today 
in time to make his debut 
against Everton on Saturday. 

The 25-year-old midfielder, 
who is due in Nottingham for 
talks and a medical today, is 
keen to return to English foot- 
ball following a spell with West 
Ham two seasons ago. Benfica 
are willing to let the Portuguese 
international join Forest on loan 
for the rest of the season with a 
view to a permanent move if he 
impresses in the dub’s fight for 
Premiership survival. 

Ron Atkinson, who has al- 
ready added Cariton Palmer to 
his squad since becoming For- 
est’s manager; is also hoping to 


sign the American full-back 
John Harkes on loan. 

Arsenal are having talks 
with Kaba Diawara, a 23-year- 
old striker valued at £3m. His 
dub, Bordeaux, accepts that the 
Franee Under-2l international 
is unsettled and Arsenal have 
until midnight on 31 January to 
conclude a deaL 

Bordeaux, who are challeng- 
ing for the French title, have al- 
ready earmarked an unnamed 
replacement Their coach, EHie 
Baup, said: “If Diawara comes 
back he will be on the bench until 
the end of the season.” 

At Highbury, he would join 
six other French players under 
their French manager; Arsfcne 
Wenger; 


“He wants improved 
terms, even though our offer 
is a clear improvement on his 
existing contract” said Black- 
burn’s chief executive, John 
w illiams “it’s most disap- 
pointing, but we cannot go any 
further with our offer.” 

Sherwood, 29, has three- 
and-a-half years to run on 
his current deal, but Rovers 

may be prepared to let him go. 
Tottenham have been linked 
with the player since the start 
of the season and a move 
back south could suit Mm. 

Manchester United are try- 
ing to buy Everton’s teenaged 
left-back, Michael BalL 

United’s manager, Alex 
Ferguson, contacted the 
Goodison club about signing 
the England Under-21 de- 
fender and would like to push 
through a transfer before the 
Champions’ League deadline 
on Sunday. 

Ferguson, who watched 
Ball last weekend, thinks he 
could secure a quick transfer 
because of Everton are deep 
in the red and, with doubts 
about their owner Peter John- 
son’s Long-term position at 
the dub, the b anks want their 
books balanced. 

Ferguson is willing to pay 
£4m or more for Ball, a first- 
team regular at Goodison for 
the past two seasons, but 
Everton have said that the 19 
year old is not for sale. How- 
ever, Ferguson hopes to have 
put United first in the queue 
should Ball become available. 

The Sheffield Wednesday 
striker Guy Whittingbam has 
returned to Portsmouth on a 
month’s loan to help his old 
club's battle against relega- 
tion from the First Division. 
Whittingham started his ca- 
reer at Fratton Park after 
leaving the Army in 1989, 
scoring 88 goals in 160 League 
appearances before moving to 
Aston Villa and then Wednes- 
day. 

More football, 
pages 28 and 29 
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Wednesday’s aohxtkm 



1 

5 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

15 


1$ 

19 

21 


ACROSS 

Gleam shows soldier 
carrying long gun (7) 
Food drop in air 
corridor (7) 


in dance (5! 
Ashamed of silly 
about writer (9) 
Dynamic trendy 
the past maybe 1 
Rough without s 
heroin (5) 

Hiss from wolf A 
Eliminates King 
course of Spade 
(9) 

Wind quickens d 
day, is blustery ( 
Box presenting : 
Chopin’s fourth < 
Praise former gi 
backing (5) 


23 Conveyance engineer? 
(91 

25 Tbugh's clamorous (9) 

26 Apparent hint one 
missed (5) 

27 Those who forage for 
dead fish (7) 

28 Crime proved by time 
and motive <T) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 


DOWN 

Creatures mistaken for 
grilse round head of 
brook (7) 

Hasty drive - almost out, 
caught (9) 

A kite’s accessory, per- 
haps (5) 

Bloomer made by Rus- 
sians retaining Clubs (9) 
Run out by slip (5) 
Imitation tin scythe, 
sculpted (9) 
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14 Independent? A country 
importing fish? 9) 

16 Peer's engaged in fitting 
car accessory (4-5) 

17 With callous signs, like 
hands occasionally? (9) 

18 Apprehended, turned 
dead red <7) 

20 This character’s Pi? 17) 

22 Language from male in 
dock (5) 

23 Southern state (South 
European) (5) 

24 Bulb s almost split (5) 
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Uefa proposal to 
use two referees 


A PROBLEM shared could be a 
problem doubled if world foot- 
ball’s International Board sanc- 
tions a proposal by Uefa. the 
European game's governing 
body, to experiment with two 
referees controlling a match. 
That is the fear of Philip Don. 
the former senior match official 
who is now referees’ officer for 
the Premiership. 

The Board announced yes- 
terday that it will discuss the 
Uefa plan at its next meeting, 
to be held in Cardiff on 20 Feb- 
ruary, adding that trials could 
start "almost immediately’' in 
Europe if it were approved. 

A Uefa spokesman, explained 
that the move - tried and re- 
jected in England 64 years ago 
this month -was “in accordance 
with Uefa’s philosophy of trying 
to optimise human resources 
before even considering the in- 
troduction of technology”. 

Uefa admitted it was still 
finalising details of its proposal 
but was confident the scheme 
would be ‘•for the good of the 
game". Hcmevec Don expressed 
concern that the proposal would 
compound the problem of “in- 
consistency” about which man- 
agers. players and supporters 
protest so consistently. 

After stating his willingness 
to listen to Uefa's plan once it 
was “more clearly defined", 
Don said: “At the moment, 
managers complain about one 
referee on the pitch not being 
consistent, so there will be 
more difficulty with two.” 

He added: *Td really want to 
see how Uefa is considering 
looking at it working. The 


BY PHIL SHAW 


referees are going to have to 
have a defined ruling on what 
they do. I’m not in favour of two 
referees, but it depends on 
what they are recommending.'’ 

Uefa’s suggestion comes 
against a backdrop of renewed 
pressure for the introduction of 
instant-replay technology to 
clarify the circumstances in a 
particular incident, or for a 
football equivalent of cricket’s 
third umpire to review border- 
line decisions on television. 

The clamour for such inno- 
vations intensified in England 
two years ago after replays 
showed that Mike Reed had 
erred in awarding Chelsea the 
penalty which knocked Leices- 
ter out of the FA Cup deep in 
extra time. By coincidence, 
Uefa’s proposal fora second ref- 
eree comes in the aftermath of 
another; much-replayed spot- 
tick award by Reed at Oxford, 
also in the Cup and a gain ben- 
efiting Chelsea. 

Sudi disputes are as old as the 
sport itself and became topical 
during the 1930s. One of New- 
castle's goals in their FA Cup 
final success of 1932 was disputed 
by Arsenal who claimed that the 
ball had crossed the dead-ball 
line before being passed for Jade 
Allen to equalise. 

British Movietone News pic- 
tures not only validated Arse- 
nal’s complaint, but showed 
how far the referee and his 
linesmen were from the inci- 
dent Against a background of 
such controversy, Southport 
were allowed to stage a friendly 


against Cliftonville, the Belfast 
dub, run by two referees. 

Ivan Sharpe, who had played 
League football and in the Olym- 
pics, was present as a journalist 
and recalled in I960: “Each offi- 
cial was always right 14) with 
play; no trouble at alL Exertion 
was halved. The referee could 
see all, hear a IL Discipline was 
doubled. Goal disputes dec- 
reased to disappearing point the 
referee was always on the spot” 

A proposal to experiment 
further with a referee in each 
half of tiie pitch - but without 
linesmen - was sanctioned by 
the Football Association in 1935. 
Two trial matches were held, 
one an amateur inte rnational at 

Chester and the other a foil in- 
ternational trial at West Brom- 
wich, which members of the 
International Board attended. 

The referees concerned, one 
of whom later became head- 
master of the City of London 
School each submitted reports. 
They came out against two ref- 
erees and for the system that 
continues to this day. However; 
there was a final attempt to 
resurrect the idea at the Foot- 
ball League’s annual meeting, 
with a proposal to try the sys- 
tem the following season. 

The speaker who argued. In 
a distant echo of many a frus- 
trated modern manager, that it 
was “bad enough with one ref- 
eree, never mind two" carried 
the day. The plan was rejected 
by 31 votes to 18, although Ivan 
Sharpe would later write: “In 50 , 
years’ experience of first-class 1 
football, it was the best inno- 
vation I've ever backed.” ; 


COLOMBIA 

EARTHQUAKE 

APPEAL 


Monday’s earthquake devastated the Colombian city 
of Armenia and surrounding towns and villages. 
Over 1 ,000 are feared dead and many thousands -are ■ 
homeless. No-one knows how many are trapped 
beneath the rubble. 



Colombian Red Cross-trained volunteers were the 
first on the scene, searching for survivors and caring 
for the injured. But with emergency facilities badly 
damaged, they need your help now to provide food, • 
medical aid, tents and generators.' 


Please help. Fill In the coupon below or call us with 
your donation today. ■' 


+ 


British Red Cross 

RegmtBdChaityNa 2209*9 


0171 201 5038 


Yes, I want to help the people of Colombia. 

I enclose a cheque/postal order (payable to British Red Cross) for 

□£250* □ £50 dflO □ £25 Other £ 

Or please debit my Visa/Masterrard/AmCT/Oiners dub/Switch Card 
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t first, of course, he was 
the serpent in the Garden 
of Eden. Then Pope Gre- 
gory the Great saw him in 
the shape of a flying pig 
and, not unnaturally, ban- 
ished the beast from 
church. With the Renais- 
sance, writers like Dante 
encountered a more human figure, encased in 
ice and weeping tears of frustration. Next came 
Milton's brooding Byronic anti-hero and a suc- 
cession of literary and cinematic offspring in 
which the Devfl got more than just the good tunes. 

But now it’s all over for Satan. The personi- 
fication of evil Is on the way out His trident was 
this week decommissioned by the Vatican after 
. Jpheologians of the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of Sacraments de- 
cided they needed a “more subtle and sophisti- 
cated" interpretation of evil for the millennium. 

Evil is a force rather than a person, said the 
head of the congregation, Cardinal Jorge Med- 
ina. He was introducing a new Roman ceremo- 
ny of exorcism to acknowledge the fact that 
psychological disturbances and Alnesses such 
as epilepsy and schizophrenia have often been 
misinterpreted as diabolic possession. It insists 
that dergy take guidance from psychiatrists be- 
fore getting out the holy water. And it offers a 
new ritual, with more sombre la n guag e and fewer 
baroque adjectives, dropping all talk of “the 
Prince of Darkness” in favour of less dramatic 
phrases such as “the cause of eviT. 

It is a sign of the times. Church-folk now re- 
gard the Devil according to Peter Stanford, the 
devil's (unauthorised) biographer as little more 
than the black sheep of the Christian flock. He 
is “the disreputable relative with the dark past 
whose famil y cannot quite disown him for fear 
of somehow compromising themselves, but 
about whom they remain tight-lipped”. 

In theory, every diocese has its own nominated 
demon-evicton But when I asked the Catholic 
Media Office to track one down I was told: “It’s 
not really an active profession. When the film The 
Exorcist came out we kept getting requests to 
produce one, but most seem to have lapsed be- 
. ^se they have nothing to do." 

In desperation. Peter Stanford, when writing 
the Devil’s biography, travelled to Rome to talk 


to Fr Gabriele Axnorth, the president of the In- 
ternational Association of Exorcists, and dispeller 
of devils to the Pope's own diocese, where per- 
haps they have more need of such things than 
do the phlegmatic English. But even there, it 
transpires, of the 50,000 people who have con- 
sulted Fr Araorth over the years, a mere 84 could 
not be explained in terms of conventional psy- 
chiatry. And most of those were people who had 
been dabbling in the black arts - by which, pre- 
sumably, he did not simply mean Italian politics. 

Modern men and women must now, the Vat- 
ican has decreed, watch out for wickedness else- 
where. Of course, every culture has found its own 
ways of handling the issue of evil but the char- 
acter who personifies it has had a long history. 
In the early days - in Egypt, Canaan, 
Mesopotamia and Persia - the EMI One was on 
an equal footing with God in a great cosmic bat- 
tle between good and eviL This duahsm surfaced 
again in modem psychoanalysis. Ebr Freud, God 
and the Devil were originally the same entity, 
later split into two figures with opposite attrib- 
utes - the Devil as a symbol for all that men se- 
cretly desire in asexual 

sense, but which they n \r Patti 

cannot openjy admit for P1 J 
social reasons. 

The confusion entered the picture with the 
Jews, who set out with one overall divine prin- 
ciple winch included good and evil Then, dur- 
ing their exOe in Babylon, they subdued their 
sense that God had abandoned them by focus- 
ing on the wiles of Satan. The Evil One became 
an even more substantial figure.in the New Tes- 
tament. He tempted Jesus for 40 days and nights 
in the wilderness, and Christ had to cast out 
Satan’s minions from possessed individuals all 
across the Holy Land. 

Satan had become, as Stanford puts it, the 

leader of the official opposition. Yet this was also 
the beginning of the end for Beelzebub. For the 
Christian theologians who followed insisted 
that, since Lucifer was a creature, his power 
could not be equal to that of the Creator. After 
Christ's victory on the cross, said the early 
Church father Origen, the Devil - though he con- 
tinued to snap at the heels of humankind - had 
been defeated. Though St Augustine linked sex 
with sin and the snares of Satan in a legacy of 
sexual pessimism which has dogged Christian- 


ity since, the imagery of the Devil came to be 
at odds with the theology. 

The paradox for Christianity was that God was 
supposed to be both all-powerful and ail-loving. 
The problem was, in the succinct summary of 
the Enlightenment thinker David Hume, that ei- 
ther God was willing to prevent evfl, but not able, 
which made him impotent Or he was able, but 
not willing, which made him malevolent. On as 
Woody Allen put it “If it turns out that there is 
a God, I don't think that he's evil The worst that 
you can say about him is that basically he's an 
underachiever." Either way Satan was doomed 
not to come out on top. 

But it has taken the Vatican a long time to 
work through the logic. Even after the revolu- 
tionary Second Vatican Council Paul VI, when 
asked in 1972 about the greatest need facing the 
church, replied asa medieval pontiff might have: 
“Let our answer surprise you as being over-sim- 
ple or even superstitious and unreal: one of the 
greatest needs is the defence from that evil which 
is called the Devil. Evil is not merely a lack of 
something but an effective agent, a living spir- 
itual being, perverted 
VAT 1 FTV and perverting. A terri- 
v AijJLfciji ble reality, mysterious 
and frightening..." 

The present Pope, by contrast, for an his doc- 
trinal conservatism and his apocalyptic language 
on other subjects, is rarely beard to utter the 
name of Satan. Perhaps this is because he grew 
up in a world where - after Marx - economic, 
political and social factors are seen to drive his- 
tory. Beasties and ghoulies were the obvious ve- 
hicles for evil in earlier ages which emphasised 
power of the individual in history; in an age when 
a complex interaction of economics, politics, per- 
sonality and sexuality are thought to be the de- 
terminants of human action then evil will be 
located elsewhere too. 

Science and psychology, which rose in influ- 
ence as religion declined, long ago came to their 
own conclusions. So did secularists. “A belief in 
a supernatural source of evfl is not necessary; 
men alone are quite capable of every wicked- 
ness,” as Joseph Conrad put it in Under West- 
ern Eyes. Even other churches have reached a 
similar conclusion. “If evfl is the question, the 
Devfl is not necessarily the right answer;" said 
the then Bishop of Durham, David Jenkins, ear- 


lier this decade. Myths get at what is beyond rea- 
son, but they must seem to be real if they are 
to serve any purpose, and the Devil no longer 
seems reaL 

There are some for whom the Devil contin- 
ues to be a reality. Charismatic evangelical 
preachers continue to warn their flocks to 
check their luggage coming home from abroad, 
in case a foreign demon has slipped into their 
bags. The Devil was a constant fear to the adepts 
of the Order of the Solar Temple cult which, in 
recent years, lost dozens of members in mass 
suidcWkillings in isolated Swiss and Canadi- 
an hideouts. In Rome, Archbishop Milingo, who 
was moved from Lusaka to a desk job in the Vat 
ican after his embarrassing combination of 
Catholic ritual and African exorcism, continues 
to offer deliverance to hysterical Italians. 

Elsewhere the word “evil" has come to be the 
acceptable synonym for Satan. And its use is on 
the increase. Not always appropriately, says 
Peter Stanford, who raised an eyebrow over the 
THmes leader written in response to the Argen- 
tinian invasion of the Fhlklands in 1982 in which 
the word “evil" was used no fewer than 10 times. 

What the process of demonisation does is 
refuse to allow our imagination beyond a certain 
point so that we become estranged from those 
we deem evil So that Milosevic or Saddam in 
their callous calculations, or Myra Hindi ey or 
Rosemary West in their apparently emotionless 
detachment, become figures beyond the pate - 
incapable of redemption, as is Lucifer in ortho- 
dox Christian theology. 

It is too early suggests Peter Stanford, to write 
Satan's obituary. “He retains," says his biogra- 
pher: “a place in the popular soul of Christiani- 
ty. the catch-all character to blame for actions 
too terrible to ascribe to a loving God and too 
frightening to put down to dark urges in the 
human psyche" 

It goes beyond Christianity. We still feel hap- 
pier with the old technique of locating evil out- 
side ourselves, the individuals we hold dear; and 
the institutions which act in our favour. We still 
look for something to get us off the hook of tak- 
ing foil responsibility for our actions. Wie are still 
looking for the Devfl Incarnate. We may, in these 
enlightened times, have forgotten his name. But 
he is just too useful to loll off quite yet. 

Poetic Licence, page 8 
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TORONTO OR NEW YORK 

Five nights at Toronto Sheraton flying one way on 
Concorde • depart from Heathrow or Manchester 

• twice monthly from May till October • Niagara with 
helicopter • city tour • luncheons • theatre £1,999 

Concorde to New York on 15 March, 15 Sept or 19 Oct 
■ four nights at Sheraton • helicopter, yacht coach tours 

• theatre • Heathrow or Manchester return £2,299 

WHALES IN ICELAND 

Concorde to Iceland on 29 June • five nights • tour 
Reykjavik, GuHbss Falls and springs at Geysir • see the 
whales in the Midnight Sun • icebergs boat trip £1,999 

MONACO GRAND PRlX 

Day return flight to Nice on 16 May from Luton or 
Manchester • luncheon and seat at Mirabeau £699, 
or £1,499 with Concorde supersonic from Heathrow, 
or £1,999 for Concorde weekend in Nice on 14-16 May 

ORIANA & ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 5 April, 19 Sept, 
or 5 November • four night Oriana cruise to Tenerife 
via Madeira • Concorde to Heathrow £1,699 

QE2 WITH ORIENT-EXPRESS 

Concorde supersonic to Nice on 20 May • six night 
QE2 cruise to Southampton via Naples and Lisbon 
• Orient-Express to Victoria £1 ,999 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 7 June • three night 
QE2 cruise to Tenerife • Concorde return £1,499 

Orient-Express to Southampton on 27 June, 22 Aug, or 
19 September • six night QE2 cruise • two nights in 
New York and Toronto • Concorde return £3,999 


LEWIS v. HOLYflELD 

Fly to New York on 11 March • three nights • seat 
for fight • helicopter, yacht and coach tours £799 
or £2,499 Ringside or £2,999 returning Concorde 


Fur our full robur brochure, please telephone , : 

0181-992 4477 
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SUPERLATIVE TRAVEL 

43, Woodhurst Road, London, W3 6SS 


kS 








. +• 




:8/F« 


EFOBMofI 
^ yesterda; 

jrcrveiD&ut 

as _ aside 

o dropped' 

Football’s ' 
jyhasrevi 
iking P°to 
h r^ults i 

her than sb 

o account 
fife has al 
tidsm that 

the list toe 
w weight) 
itches. 

That me* 
itches are 
mtially m 


Gi 

to 

th 


7/rnMMF.NT AND LETTERS 


Upbeat music scene 

Sin How wonderful it is to be able 

to say that I did not recognise Sir 

Dennis Stevenson's description of 
contemporary classical music 
concerts (“Modern concerts 
‘boring’, says Blair’s arts adviser", 
27 January). 

AH the matters he mentions are 
constantly being addressed, both 
by the ensemble I run and many 
other promoters of contemporary 
music. 1 really can't understand 
how he can have missed this as a 
regular concert-goer. 

par from audiences consisting 
of relatives of the orchestra and 
the same eight faces at each 
conceit the first three concerts of 
our current season played to 
audiences of 782, 696 and 907, 
and I am happy to report 
healthy advance sales for our 
next three concerts. 

I attended a concert given by 
the Birmingham Contemporary 
Music Group CBCMG) last 
week, and their new concert hall 
was packed. 

I disagree that modem 
composers don't explain their 
music. With the BCMG and 
London Sinfonietta it is a rare 
exception when a composer 
is not there to speak about his 
or her work 

I don't recognise the description 
of an audience foiling asleep after 
buying expensive tickets at the 
South Bank Centre (where we are 
resident) . We regularly offer 
tickets from as iow as £6 and I have 
always experienced our audiences 
as being particularly lively! 

The comparison between 
contemporary visual art and 
contemporary music is 
misleading. These are very 
different disciplines operating 
under vastly different conditions. 

We are looking seriously at this 
whole area, and are giving a 
concert in the Patrick Caulfield 
exhibition at the Hayward Gallery 
later in the spring. 

7 am alarmed at the implication 
that Sir Dennis's remarks will be 
taken seriously by Downing Street, 
but I must thank him for giving me 
a reason to write positively about 
the arts for a change. 

CATHY GRAHAM 
Managing Director 
London Sinfonietta 
London SEl 

Inside story 

Sin On a visit to a jail last week, 
one of my Prison Reform Trust 
colleagues was given three 
reasons why a minority of 
prisoners are declining the 
opportunity of earfy release 
subject to electronic monitoring 
(“Inmates prefer prison to 
tagging", 27 January). 

The first category consists of 
those who simply prefer to cock a 
snook at the authorities: if the 
prison service wants to let me out, 
it must be in my interests to stay 
where I am. 

More positively, there are some 
prisoners who have declined early 
release on the grounds that they 
have not yet completed 
rehabilitation courses and feel that 
their long-term resettlement could 
be put in jeopardy. 

The third category is less 
positive. Prisoners know that 
those recalled from home 
detention curfew will be debarred 
from the scheme on all future 
sentences. Those who believe they 
are certain to breach their licence 
are “saving up” their entitlement 
until the weather is better later in 
the year. 

STEPHEN SHAW 
Director, Prism Reform Trust 
London ECl 

Homework truths 

Sir I was interested to learn that 
“Ofsted queries value of 
homework” (26 January}. Last 
year two psychologists, Dr Richard 
Cowan and Dr Susan Hallara of the 
Institute of Education, presented a 
review paper at a British 
Psychological Society conference, 
which concluded that homework is 
not always a good thing . 

The paper received wide 
publicity and, during the debate, 
the Chief Inspector of Schools, 
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Chris Woodhead, also head of 
Ofsted, said on Radio 4, “I think it’s 
rather sad that this piece of 
research comes up with 
statements like ‘Homework; is not 
always a good thing*." 

Now we read that the Ofsted 
report finds no hard evidence 
that homework raises 
educational standards. 

It is good to find that after Chris 
Woodhead's initial sadness, 
the Ofsted research has found 
broad agreement with the 
psychological research. 

Dr INGRID LUNT 
President 

British Psychological Society 
Leicester 

Sir Your report on Ofsted’s study 
of homework suggests that we 
think homework might be a waste 
of time. This is nonsense. 

We recognise that 
homework which is set for the 
sake of it or which is never 
marked helps nobody. 

That said, we believe that 
schools which do not set 
homework are disadvantaging 
their children and we fully 
support ministers' guidelines on 
the amount of homework pupils 
should be set 
CHRIS WOODHEAD 
HM Chief Inspector of Schools 
Office for Standards in Education 
London WC2 

Drug war in Goa 

Sir The Goan police may be giving 
the appearance of a crackdown on 
drugs (“Harsh penalties in 
poisoned paradise", 25 January), 
but in reality it is business as 
usual. They have still not arrested 
a single drugs baron and they 
continue to milk the dealers for 
protection money. 

The arrests are all for relatively 
small amounts and many of the 
victims claim that the drugs were 
planted on them. 

My daughter Alexia, who has 
been sentenced to 10 years in 
prison on a charge of possessing 
cannabis, and other prisoners are 
casualties of the US-inspired 


“war" on drugs, which caused 
R^jiv Gandhi to introduce the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act 1985 (modelled on 
the British Prevention of 
Terrorism Act). As long as 
cannabis is differently treated 
from alcohol and tobacco, and as 
long as addiction to hard drugs is 
treated as a criminal rather than a 
medical problem, Goa will 
continue to suffer an influx of 
people who are prepared to risk 
taking drugs under the lax rule of 
the Goan police, and innocent 
peop le will continue to suffer. 

PJ STEWART 
Oxford 

Below the belt 

Sin As a G£ I would like to 
forcefully disagree with Jonathan 
Reggler’s comments (Right of 
Reply 2 6 January). 

Viagra is a drug for sexual 
performance, and, except for 
procreation, sex has to be defined 
as recreational and as such can in 
no way be regarded as a health 
“need". Like all other “wants" it 


Sin Glenys Kumock's letter on 
the b anana dispute (22 
January) prompts me to say 
that there is more than one way 
to skin an American embargo. F 
have, for the past year, bought 
onty bananas sourced from the 
Windward Islands and other 
smaller producers. If we could 
boycott South African produce 
for more than 20 years surely 
we. as a nation, can thwart the 
unloading of inferior American 
fruit. It was the Americans who 
taught us about the power of 
the consumer. Perhaps we 
should show them how well we 
learnt the lesson. 

SANDI MEN ZIES-KITCHIN 
Long Melford, Suffolk 

Sir: Terence Slacker's article 
(26 January) on confessional 
biographies is long overdue. 

The book about Iris Murdoch by 
her husband, John Bayfey has 


should be paid fin; and at the price 
of a take-away is a good 
alternative to a pint of lager and 
a chicken tikka. 

Ear years the male-dominated 
British Medical Association has 
castigated the Government for not 

m aking ratinnmg derisions: So 
why should it be making 
such a stand over a male 
impotence drug? 

At at time when I am unable to 
admit acutely ill people; when 
cancer operations are being 
cancelled and patients' relatives 
are required to wash and feed 
them for lack of nurses, one can 
only conclude that the BMA, like 
most males, believe the vital 
organs including the brain are 
located in their groins. 

Dr PAULINE BRIMBLECOME 
Cambridge 

Sir I hope that Margaret Lye's 
“packet” of fish and chips Getter; 

26 January) is particularly tasty 
and succulent if it is costing her 
the price of a single tablet of Viagra 
(reported to be about £5). None of 
us should forget to digest the feet 


that Viagra's cost puts it beyond 
the means of many hundreds of 
thousands of individuals, at least 
for ary regular use; perhaps Ms 
Lye thinks her fellow citizens 
should onty have sex annually? 
STEPHEN HILL 
London NW2 

Airing EMU 

Sin The article “How we will learn 
to love the euro” (25 January) 
states that “the chances are that 
public hostility to EMU will fell 
further in the coming year". If this 
happens it will be because the 
Government continues to stifle any 
meaningful debate on EMU as it 
has up until now. 

Your accompanying graph tells 
this dismal story. Open debate on 
Europe before the election allowed 
voters to draw their own 
conclusions and opposition to 
closer political integration duty 
increased. Since then that debate 
has been suppressed. Press 
coverage of only two issues - the 
fudging of the convergence criteria 
and Oskar Lafontaine’s promise to 


IN BRIEF 

been the most horrific act of alL 
Over quarter of a century I have 
read and reread Iris Murdoch’s 
novels. I do not want to be told 
h umili ating, personal thing s 
about her life. I am deeply 
grieved for this dear lady who is 
unaware that the person she 
most trusts is betraying her to 
the entire world. 

HILARY G CHISOLM 
Hereford 

Sin The United States has 
recently named seven Iraqi 
opposition groups eligible for 
$97m in aid, a significant 
amount of which is to be in the 
form of military equipment. 
Can the United States be 
certain that they are not 
preparing to equip another 
potential Osama bin Laden, 


currently “America’s public 
enemy No 1”, who himself 
benefited greatly from 
American aid to the Mujahedin 
during their struggle against 
the Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan? 

SPENCER A GRADY 
Croydon, Surrey 

Sir: Andreas Whittam Smith’s 
proposal to change the names 
of the upper house and its 
members to “Senate” and 
“senators" is eminently 
sensible (Comment, 25 June). 
Howevec he neglects 
consideration of the lower 
house, which, in his egalitarian 
vision, might be better called 
the House of Representatives, 
an accurate description of 
MPs’ functions. 

MARTIN CANNON 
Chaljxmt St Peter. 
Buckinghamshire 


Sin Your headline, “World looks on • - 
as a family is cut down in Kosovo’s 
deadly harvest” (26 January), - 
together with your reported 
comment by the Secretary of State - : 
for Defence -lie problem has no 7 
easy or glib solutions” -brought 
back unhappy memories for me of = 

the situation in Bosnia sayears - . - 
ago when we were tflM that 
militar y intervaition was too risky 
and too complicated. 

In the event, decisive military . j_ . 
intervention on the ground - r . 
brought an end to kfflings in 
Bosnfe and a visit there lastjear 
showed me how much that 
intervention was appreciated by v 
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harmonise European taxes -have 
broken through the “economic" 
spin which the Government 
applies to EMU. This spin was 
exemplified by the solely 
economic basis of the Chancellor's 
five tests for EMU. 

Your graph shows not the 
public’s growing approval of EMU 
but the increasing extent to which 
government intervention is 
beguiling the British people about 
this crudal issue. It is time the 
Government told the British 
people the truth. 

BILL GASH MP 
Chairman 

European Foundation 
London SWl 

Organic future 

Sir. EtelixRohatyn, the US 
ambassador in Paris, states in his 
Podium article “Don't be scared of 
modified food" (20 January) that 
“American formers have seen 
their income suffer as a result of 
the abundance of global supply and 
the resulting drop in commodity 
prices”. Ebod in the US is the 
cheapest it has ever been in the 
20th century. 

He goes on to say that “we 
consider the results of 
biotechnology used In forming to 
be extremely promising ... 
biotechnology has increased 
output”. If that were true, it would 
have increased “abundance”, 
made the food cheaper and made 
the farmers suffer even more. It 
would have also further 
threatened the environment and 

h uman health. 

What is true is that the booming 
sector is organic forming, growing 
faster than either 
telecommunications or 
computers, at 25 per cent a yean If 
current growth rates continue 
until 2010, the organieshare of 
agriculture in western Europe will 
increase from 5 per cent to 30 per 
cent and be worth £75bn a year. 
Organic farming is free of 
genetically engineered products. 
JOHNSAUVEN 

Greenpeace Campaign Director 
London Nl 


relig ious communities- ' 

Intervening to protect the....- 

powerless and to disable : . 

aggressors, I believe is consistent, 
with our Christian tradition and if • 
Nato decided to mtervene . 
decisively on the ground in Kosovo - ■ 
I believe it would have the support . 
of many in the Christian church. 

The legal mandate to intervene 
fesnJuretytheUNDecdarationcrf ■ 
Human Rights recently affirmed - 
and adopted by Anglican bishops at : 
the Lambeth Conference -“The 
right of all people to live in safety - 
and security; freedom of political 
self-determination and freedom 
from political, cultural and 
religious oppression.” •*;' 

t a gr ee that there areno easy or - 
glib solutions for Kosovo but this. 
must not be an excuse for “passing / 
by on the other side". 

+ ROGERBARE3NG 

(The Rt Rev Roger FSamsbiiry , : ; 

Bishop of Barking) 

Ilford, Essex 

Lib Dem fortunes 

Sin Anthony Wright (letter; d ' 

25 January) asserts that whatever 
your opinion of William Hague, the' . 
Conservatives will win more seats 
at the next election- ' V; ' 

Oh realty? Most people’s 
opinions of William Hague vaiy 
from low to very knv. Almost 
uniquely for an opposition leaded , . 
as we approach the mid-term ofa 
four-year parliament, Hague leads 
a party even less papidarlhanit .v : -| 
was at the general dectionwhenit ? 
suffered its worst result even 
Three Conservative Euro MPs » - .• * 
have recently left the party and 
Tory splits cm Europe will continue; 
to keep them, in Mr Wright’s " 
phrase, “a shambles”. . - 
The liberal Democrats are set 
to win further seats from the . 
Conservatives in marginal seats,;.. . 
where Labour has shown that they_ 
reaSy cannot win even with their 
-best ever result On the other hand, : 
the Liberal Democrats have shown 
the potential to bufld on local 
government success and win 
Labour seats in places like 
Liverpool, and Sheffield. 

As for Patkty Ashdown 
supposedly abandoning principle 
in the pursuit of power here is a 
politician who could have been a • 
senior Cabinet minister for either 
Labour or the Conservatives 
but who instead stuck to his 
principles and helped to create a 
new style of politics. 

If we dismiss the prospect of 
liberal Democrats winning a 
majority of seats in Parliament and 
take the lesson of history that hung 
parliaments by themselves do not 
give enough leverage for electoral 
reform, then we are left with the 
possibility (hat if electoral 
reform is to come, it will be as a 
result of increased co-operation 
between parties. In achieving 
that co-operation Paddy has 
helped t he Lib Perns. 

T DOMMETT 

Crookham Village, Hampshire 

Freak show 

Sir I am intrigued to be told that 
Labour’s “National Executive 
Committee will outlaw a group of « 

activists in Leeds” (“Labour tries * 
to stamp out anti-Blair network”, 

26 January). It’s a novel way to 
squash allegations that Labour is 
run by control-freaks - annmincmg 
the NEC's decisions before it has 
met to vote on them. 

ROB WALL 
Bedford 
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Dealing with the cowboys who run the Rodeo Times 


THERE'S A very odd thing in my 
current West/Wales edition of the 
Radi o Times. They’ve printed the 
same page twice. It appears first on 
page 62 as Today's Choices for Sat- 
urday’s TV - a list of five pro- 
grammes which some unnamed 
person at the Radio Times thinks 
are better than all the rest But if 
you turn to page % and look at 
Today’s Choices for Tuesday 26 
January, you will find the same five 
programmes recommended even 
though they have all pone ouf 
three days previously. 

You might say that accidents 
will happen. On the other hand, 
you might say that printing the 
samepage twice was a cock-up of 
such blistering inanity that a local 
SflW might be ashamed 
case, how do you think 

we Radio Times, one of the best- 


selling and richest though not ap- 
parently competent magazines in 
the world, might feel about it? 

VfeU, judging from my experi- 
ence, the Radio Times, in common 
with most branches of the BBC, 
might well be disinclined to apolo- 
gise or take any blame. The last 
time I wrote to the Radio Times to 
complain was in connection with 
two programmes I was involved 
with in the same week. One was an 
edition of Booked.' on Radio 4 and 
the other was The Club That Scott 
Budt, a story of Ronnie Scott's Club 
I had presented on Radio 2. 

The Radio Times listed a quite 
different set of panellists on 
Booked! from the four who were ac- 
tually appearing that week, and no 
presenter was named at all for the 
Ronnie Scott programme. G would- 
n’t have minded this so much ex- 


cept that the programme had got 
a Sony Award - the very reason it 
was being repeated - and it would 
have been nice to get a mention.) 

Anyway I wrote to the Radio 
Times to wonder why my name had 
been dropped from both the pro- 
grammes I appeared in that week 
and inquiring if I were the subject 
of some vendetta. After a very 
long time I received a reply from 
the managing editor; a Mr Hughes, 
who sighed and said that they re- 
lied on tiie information passed to 
them by the producers of the pro- 
grammes and could not be re- 
sponsible for mistakes therein. 

This might have been true in the 
old days. Nowadays, or so I am told 
by producers, things are rather dif- 
ferent; the producers give the 
Radio Times notes on the pro- 
grammes which are then slashed. 




Miles 

Kington 

This was a cock-up of 
such blistering inanity 
that a local weekly paper 
might be ashamed of it 

changed, rewritten etc by the RT 
according to their own require- 
ments. The magazine therefore 


has responsibility for its own 
rewrites. And to imply that they 
don’t have the wealth or the re- 
sources to check their facts is 
breath takingly arrogant 

Whenever I have pointed out er- 
rors by the BBC in print I have 
never heard a cheep of an apology 
or a correction. I once excoriated 
a Radio 3 programme on Jelly Roll 
Morton which, although only 15 
minutes long, contained more than 
that number of major errors. No- 
body ever bothered to reply. 

So here's another complaint 
Recently Radio 3 has taken to in- 
serting trails between pro- 
grammes. Well, they are entitled. 
I suppose. But sometimes the trails 
replace the programmes and they 
are not entitled to do that Recently, 
when Jazz Record Requests was 
scheduled for 5pm, they started a 


long trail for some dreary opera 
programme at 5pm - the scheduled 
start of the scheduled programme 
- and let it run for nearly five min- 
utes. Then the announcer said: 
“WbD, if s four minutes past five and 
time for Jazz Record Requests...” 
Wrong, mister It’s four min ute 
past five and four minutes late for 
Jazz Record Requests... 

HI let you know if anyone both- 
ers to explain thishigh-handedne^ 
to me. Meanwhile Tm still waiting 
for some communication about an 
incident a year or two back, when 
the Radio Times listed a repeat of 
the Peruvian edition of Great Rail- 
way Journeys 1 made back in 1930. 
Tm afraid we can't follow Miles 
Kington on his journey to Feruvia,” 
said the announcer “so here’s a trip 
down Irish canals instead." 

Nobody from the BBC could be 


bothered to explain why so I rang 
the duty office and they finally said 
thqy thought that me section <rf the 
BBC had leased the rights to 3- 
Sky-B for a year and another sec- 
tion, unaware of this, had 
scheduled a repeat of the pro- 
gramme and had to cancel at the 
last moment (without a ny apology 
for this appalling incompetence, in 
the true BBC manner). 

STOP PRESS: I have just been 
telephoned by Mr Hughes of the 
Radio Times in answer to yester- 
day’s piece. He says there was in- 
deed amistake in my edition of the 
Radio Times, caused by “human 
error” , for winch he is sorry and he 
is happy to reimburse the cover 
price to any complainant So I was 
wrong. The BBC does sometimes 
apologise I onty wish I had had the 
wit to ask him where Feruvia was. 
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Kosovo, a tragic 
calamity that 
disfigures us all 
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EARLIER THIS week, this newspaper devoted much of 
its front page to graphic coverage of yet another atroc- 
ity in Kosovo. Some readers may have wondered why. 
.After all, are not five machine-gunned corpses in a trac- 
tor cart just the small change of a year-long war that 
has already taken more than 2,000 lives - and small beer 
compared with the massacre of 45 ethnic Albanians at 
Racak only a week earlier? Our answer is simple. Kos- 
ovo is a continuing calamity that disfigures us all: the 
Albanians and Serbs who fight there, and the Western 
allies and the Russians who have failed to halt them. 
The spotlight must be kept upon it until the barbarity 
is brought to an end. 

Racak has been a wake-up call. The massacre may 
prove to be to Kosovo what Srebrenica was to the war in 
Bosnia. The great powers have been galvanised into 
action, not only by revulsion but by self-interest, too. This 
spring, Nato celebrates its 50th anniversary, and pro- 
mulgates a new mission statement for the 21st century. 
What a mockery this gala would be if the mightiest 
alliance in history simultaneously stood watching as an 
inconsequential impoverished corner of the continent it 
was set up to protect was tearing itself to pieces. 

. . v - rSo , So, finally, we have a plan. Serbs and Albanians will be 

: j. 1 summoned to open negotiations next week, following the 

format of the Dayton conference which yielded a Bosnian 
settlement Separately, President Milosevic of Yugoslavia, 
who is primarily responsible for the war. faces Nato 
bombing if he does not pull back his forces. And this, prob- 
ably, is the last chance. In eight weeks or so, the Balkan 
winter ends, permitting full-scale fighting to resume. 

Racak, however horrible, obscures a strategic stale- 
mate. The Kosovo Albanian insurgents cannot win, but 
nor can they be eradicated. There are signs, too, that Mr 
Milosevic has concluded that, like it or not, Kosovo is - 
in the long run - a lost cause. The problem therefore 
becomes one of presentation. Believe it or not, in Serbia 
there are even fiercer nationalists than him, so for 
domestic political reasons he has an interest to present 
Surrender as unavoidable, imposed by force majeure. 

But maybe this logic is too neat Maybe no amount of 
head-banging can overcome the loathing of the Albanians 
for the Serbs and persuade them to accept something short 
of full independence; maybe nothing can overcome the 
mystical conviction of some Serbs that Kosovo is their Holy 
Land, despite the fact that the Albanian share of its pop- 
ulation is 90 per cent and rising. So what if the conference 
ends in failure - or one of the sides does not show up? 

All along, The Independent has believed that sooner 
or later; Nato intervention on the ground was inevitable. 
Today the question is . not whether to intervene, but 
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when, and above all, how: will Nato go in as peace- 
keeper, as in Bosnia, or as peacemaker? The former pre- 
sents relatively little problem. Like Bosnia, Kosovo would 
become a semi-consenting protectorate of the great 
powers, while passions might cool sufficiently to allow a 
lasting settlement to evolve. 

But what if the fighting continues? In this case, too, Nato 
cannot stand and watch, or attempt to control matters at 
long range by bombing. The alliance would have no 
moral choice but to send in ground forces and impose a 
peace. This task, experts have estimated, might require 
more than 100,000 troops (a force equivalent to the entire 
British Army). It would be peacemaking on an epic - some 
would say lunatic -scale. But the stakes justifyiL A decade 
ago in Kosovo, President Milosevic opened the Balkan 
wars of the Nineties. Alter so much bloodshed, after so 
many families have been destroyed -just as the one whose 
bodies were found in the haycart this week was destroyed 
- Kosovo is where these wars must end. Now. 


End this insulting 
culture of secrecy 

THE REVELATION that Nazi-trained homing-pigeons on 
spying missions were the target of the British Army 
Pigeon Special Service Section (membership: two peregrine 
falcons) during the last war is just one of many stories that 
have come to light thanks to a slightly more open attitude 
to the release of old government files. It is a fascinating 
tale. But it is one, along with the stories about Mata HarTs 
spying and Harold Wilson's putative plan to make us the 
5ist state of the USA, that it might have been nice to know 
about before now. 

There are still secrets from the First World War that will 
remain locked away until 2018. The papers an the abdication 
of Edward VHI may remain dosed until 2036. Contemp- 
orary accounts of George Hi’s porphyria will remain 


unseen. All this reveals again the powerful culture of state 
secrecy that still conceals the trivial and the vital alike. 

There is something offensive about the attitude of those 
who think that we cannot cope with our own history. But 
more offensive still is the notion that we cannot cope with 
the present As things stand, we shall have to wait 30 years 
to know the real basis on which a British Cabinet will deride 
on our entry into the euro. Nothing could be more con- 
descending, or more dangerous. 

It does not have to be this way. The publication of the 
minutes of the Chancellor's meetings with the Governor 
of the Bank of En gland show that openness can make for 
good governance. We have been promised a strong, liber- 
al Freedom of Information BilL The indications are that 
the proposals are being watered down by the Home Office. 
But opening up government is essential for the moderni- 
sation of the state. After 25 years of Labour manifesto 
promises about openness, we expect more than news about 
two wartime falcons, no matter how intrepid their exploits. 
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What’s the point of spending a 
, fortune on nurses and teachers? 




--JS 



LET US oonsfrudt a new monetaxy unit 
_ 7 for the payment of salaries, and call 
• it the Nurse. A Nurse would be the 

; _ equivalent of the annual average pay 

: for a full-time nurse in a British hos- 
" “ -r'jT Pital and would therefore be worth 
...•r.w«»* around £13.000-£14,000. 

- ; ; : :r When the minimum wage kicks in 
_r: on l April this yean those who get the 

statutory £3.60 an hour and work a 36- 
hour week will earn about 0.6 of a 
Nurse per annum. A surgeon with a 
decent private practice will expect to 
be earning 10 or more Nurses. Rob- 
bie ftiwleris new rontrart at Liverpool 
FC amounts to 1,500 or so Nurses per 
annum (or 5 Nurses a day). This 
week, cabinet ministers have heard 
that they may have to forgo salary in- 
creases worth a casual 1.3 Nurses. 

It is hard not to feel guilty about 
this^When I took my first job in tele- 
at the age of 28, 1 started out 
on a salary twice that of my fifty- 
something mother - who was at that 
time a head occupational therapist 
dealing with mentally disturbed 
patients at an inner-London hospital. 
There must be many in my profession 
who, like me, reflect upon how unfair 
the world is, and upon how they bene- 
fit from (bat unfairness. 

That guilt may explain why we talk 
about nurses and (to a lesser extent) 
teachers in the way we do. We are less 
essential than they are, yet we are 
often paid more, and it must be some- 
one’s fault An example of this 
appeared on the front page of yes- 
terday's Express in the headline, 
“Blair’s Insult to our Nurses”. Now, 
most of us think of an insult as being 
when you call someone a rude name, 






question their parentage, or curse 
them. Had the PM really done any of 
these things? Well no, he had in fact 
described public sector workers as 
“awesome”, idealistic, hard-working 
and caring. 

What had really got the goat of The 
Express (whose talented and mercur- 
ial editor is on a salary, 1 would imag- 
ine, not unarfiacent to 20 Nurses - on 
for that matter two Prime Minis- 
ters) was Mr Blair’s suggestion that 
money might not be the only, or main 
factor drawing people into public ser- 
vice. This was construed as an invit- 
ation to continue to be exploited by a 
government unwilling to findyet more 
resources to fund a whacking pay in- 
crease across the board. 

Cynicism about the notion of the 
“giving age” is not confined to news- 
papers. The leader of Unison, Rodney 
Bickerstaffe, ever a fighter on behalf 
of the low-paid, has argued that if this 
is a giving age, then it ought to start 
with his members. And Rodney Rick- 
erstaffe’s members are to be found, 
in large numbers, throughout the 
public sector 

What helps Rodney's case is the re- 
cruitment crisis in both the nursing 
and the teaching professions. Ac- 
cording to the conventional wisdom, 
this crisis is a function of low pay 
added to low esteem. The solution is 
to pay more and praise more, avoid 
criticism, and - gradually - they’ll 
come trickfing back. The only problem 
is, where do you find the money for this 
move, and the usual answer is, by in- 
creasing direct taxation. 

1 wonder Ifor much of the post-war 
period, many vocational jobs in our 



David 

Aajronovitch 

Walking the corridors of 
a hospital, I was shocked 
by the attitude of some 
ancillary workers 

public services were done by women 
who expected to get married and 
leave, or who had had their children 
and wanted to return to work. Either 
way, they did not necessarily expect 
to be, or to remain, the main bread- 
winners in their families. In those cir- 
cumstances, the idea of pure vocation 
could flourish. 

A lot of things have changed, not 
least working culture. Most women 
now see their careers as being as im- 
portant and economically necessary 
as those of men are. With unemploy- 
ment very low by recent standards, 
they are not forced by necessity to go 
into nursing (on if they are better ed- 
ucated, into teaching). The pool of 
labour, available at a certain low 
price, has contracted. 

So, too, have some of the non-cash 
benefits of working in the public 


sector: Job security has diminished 
(though nowhere near as much as in 
the private sector); for the upwardly 
mobile, large public institutions lack 
the dynamism that they seek; and - 
over the last 2fl years - the public sec- 
tor (save for nursing) and those in it 
have come to be regarded as hide- 
bound and inefficient 

And here comes the insult The con- 
sequence of this, overtime, has been 
to create a public service in which the 
selflessly excellent rub alongside the 
chronically inefficient. Those too dim, 
too inflexible, too bolshie to succeed 
elsewhere can find a (comparatively 
low-paid) billet in the public sector; 
where they act as a chain around the 
feet ol the others. Often, as in the case 
of my local authority they have the 
Socialist Workers Party dominating 
the union structures, and fighting 
tooth and nail against any changes 
proposed by the employers. 

Vast sums of public money are 
spent these days on unnecessary and 
vexatious claims at industrial tri- 
bunals. When, last yean I spent some 
time walking the corridors of a hos- 
pital I was as shocked by the de- 
meanour and attitude of some of the 
ancillary workers as I was hugely im- 
pressed by the work of the nurses in 
intensive care. 

So it is into this very mixed situa- 
tion that the Government is increas- 
ingly being invited to pour huge sums 
of extra dosh. The key question - as- 
suming that it is more willing than its 
predecessor to find that cash -is, how 
does it ensure that the money doesn’t 
just reward poor workers and sloppy 
practice? And how can the additional 


amounts be used to optimise re- 
cruitment and -just as important - re- 
tention, fa areas of shortage? 

Thfa Ls where the second part of Mr 
Blair’s speech came in. Extra money 
would be found, he suggested, but it 
should go to good workers and good 
practice. To help in getting and keep- 
ing excellent staff, more rewarding 
career paths have to be found within 
the public services - thus the creation 
of the new superteachers and super- 
nurses. That’s why he also beat the 
drum for local negotiations of con- 
tracts, which allow employers more 
flexibility, and why he warned against 
the maintenanpft of differentials. 

It's easy to understand why those 
involved in the public services, like 
Rodney Bickerstaffe, are suspicious 
of this approach. Many teachers and 
nurses will be worried about 
favouritism, and failing victim to the 
arbitrary judgment of unsympathetic 
bosses. The more to local negotiations 
could leave weak local unions at the 
mercy of unscrupulous and exploit- 
ative management. 

Maybe. But I cannot see what the 
alternative is. Just paying a bit more 
money to everyone currently in the 
public sector will do little for recruit- 
ment or for better services. And to end 
up spending a lot more money fra- mar- 
ginal beneficial results would not 
only be a waste; it would represent the 
loss of a historic opportunity. Since 
May 1997, the countiy has been will- 
ing to put its collective hands in its 
pockets. It however it doesn't see real 
improvements, then that willingness 
may disappear for a long, cold, 
Thatcherite time. 


Q UOTE OF THE PAY 

“It’s better than no process and no peace at all.” 
Tony Blair, 

Prime Minister, on the Irish peace process 

T hought for the Day 

“Hope is nature’s veil for hiding truth's nakedness. ' 
Alfred Nobel, 

Swedish chemist and industrialist 
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SO THERE they were, the saint 
and the sinnec meeting in the 
hangar When the new millen- 
nium and new century officially 
arrive. Pope John Paul n may 
have been the last pope to 
-^"ye his full reign in the 20th 
century and Clinton will be the 
first president to serve in the 
21st century. In contemporary 
history the FopewiD represent 
what once was and Clinton will 
represent what will be. The 
Pope will be remembered for 
his tiretess battle to stem the 


rfmng ir^ g beliefs of his flock. 
The President will be remem- 
bered for his impeachment, 
and bis tireless effort to adjust 
his own beliefs. 

St Louis Post Dispatch 

JOHN PAULS criticisms of mat- 
erialism were part of a trip un- 
derwritten by Pepsi-Cola and 
several other companies. Pope 
John Paul won his baffle with 
P- nmnumism, but his stru gg le 
to mount a spiritual critique of 
capitalism and a global com- 


MONITOR 

all the News of the World 
American comment on the Pope's 
visit to the United States 


merdal culture promises to 
bean even more complex task. 
The New York Times 

POPE JOHN Paul n is getting 
the kind of welcome America’s 


youths usually reserve for rock 
stars. They cheer his motor- 
cade. They pack his sermons. 
But when the lights go off and 
the stage comes down, it’s not 
clear how closely they will 


adhere to the strictures of any 
organised religion. Many 
young Americans thirst for 
connection to a broader move- 
ment But often they find it 
hard to commit to any one re- 
ligion. Increasingly, they are 
looking to their own con- 
sciences, rather than any reli- 
gious teaching, to sort out the 
truth. The danger is that 
youths will adopt an amor- 
phous belief system that just 
won’t last 

Christian Science Monitor 


THIS IS the man who began his 
papacy with the words, “Be Not 
Afraid**, the Pope who survived 
an assassin's bullet to help 
bring down the Soviet Union, 
who, for all his insights into the 
lock that the culture of death 
now holds on our century will 
be remembered more for the 
hope he holds out against it In 
this battle for authentic human 
freedom, John Paul has more 
allies than even he may know. 
The Wall Street Journal 
Europe 



Complete devastation 
in just 15 seconds 


in less than a minute the earthquake in Colombia destroyed 
almost 60% of the city of Armenia, killing thousands, with 
countless more crapped in collapsed buildings. 

This catastrophe has left over 100,000 homeless, many from the 
poorest neighbourhoods, leaving them with no shelter, food or 
water and Colombia has appealed urgently for relief funds. 

Y Care International is part of the YMCA who have been active 
with the homeless in this country since 1973. We are there now 
minimising the suffering, not just in the cities, but in the many 
nearby villages and we will be there for years to come. 

Please help the survivors rebuild their lives by sending whatever 
you can today. 

OR CALL NOW ON 0800 013 1055 
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PANDORA 


despite HEAVY rumours 
drculating on the restaurant 
scene, Des Gunewardena, the 
chief executive of Conran 
holdings, has denied that 
Conran’s flagship Soho 
restaurant. Mezzo, is up for 
sale: “I've been hearing this 
tumour for ages, and I don’t 
know where it came from, but 
its not truer So Mezzo’s off, 
then. But even if you can’t 
buy the restaurant, you can 
certainly get a table in one of 
Conran's many eateries. He 
owns 12 restaurants in 
London alone, seating 50,000 
customers a week. 

Pandora had no trouble 
booking a reservation at 
prime times in all of Conran’s 
establishments, all of which 
command high rents and 
have substantial running 
costs. Great Eastern Hotels, 
which is, remarkably, 
planning six Conran-branded 
restaurants in one hotel, 
must be hoping Conran's star 
continues to shine when the 
hotel opens later this year. 


TONY BLAIR’S declaration 
that “we will all be middle 
class soon made recently 
at the 10th anniversary 
party of the Institute of 
Public Policy Research 
(IPPR), inspired the think- 
tank to bold a seminar 
yesterday called “Are we all 
middle class now?” The 
commentators Peter 
Kellner and Bea Campbell 
pondered the subject, while 
the refreshments being 
served tested the class 
credentials of the audience. 
A working-class snack of 
corned beef and pickle 
sandwiches, served with 
bitter, competed with the 
rather parvenu Parma ham, 
focaccia and wine. Sadly 
Dennis Skinner - whose 
railing against Blair’s 
middle-class sentiment 
apparently attracted 
at least one 
donation towards 
Labour Party 
funds - wasn't 
present at the 
seminar. 

However. 

Dennis would 
be pleased to 
learn that 
Pandora 
spotted 
one 
senior 
member 
of the 
Downing 
Street 
Policy 
Unit 
heartily 
tucking 
into the 
corned 
beef 
option. 


FRIEDA 
HUGHES, 
the daughter 
of Ted 
Hughes 
and Sylvia 
Plath, 
created a 
literaiy 



sensation at the Whitbread 
Prize dinner when she read 
out a confessional letter by 
her late father saying how he 
wished he had published 
Birthday Letters earlier in 
his careen “I might have had 
a more fruitful career - 
certainly a freer 
psychological life." It is a 
valuable document for 
literary historians. But would 
Frieda have revealed it if her 
late father hadn’t won? 

“She wouldn’t have,” a 
Whitbread organiser admits. 
“She was adamant she would 
read it out only if her father's 
book won the prize.” Frieda 
also did the artwork, called 
Fire, for the cover of her 
father’s book. Before the 
guests were ushered into 
dinne r a candle fell on to a 
tablecloth and one of the 
tables caught fire. So perhaps 
Hughes Senior was there in 
spirit to remind the 
Whitbread judges that they 
had a duty to posterity. 


WHILE the Lib Dem leader 
Paddy Ashdown was busy 
retiring last week, one of 
his party’s health 
spokesmen, Evan Harris, 
also had pressing issues on 
his mind. At around the 
time his leader was 
preparing to go public, the 
former medical student was 
being interviewed by the 
lingerie model turned Live 
TV presenter, Emma B. Dr 
Harris MP was being 
quizzed on binge drinking 
in the “ladette” culture, 
which the MP describes as 
a “very important issue”. 
Despite the serious nature 
of the topic, Evan found his 
host very convivial, telling 
Pandora: “The floor 
manager told me that I 
must keep my eyes on the 
presenter. I didn’t find that 
a difficult task.” 


THE TRANSPORT 
Minister. Glenda 
Jackson, told the 
House yesterday 
that the Walking 
Steering Group [sic] 
completed a report 
last year, and that 
a Government 
strategy 
statement will 
be published 
shortly. Their 
noble 
lordships' 
House have 
now added 
cycling and 
borseriding to 
the steering 
\ group's respon- 
\ sibilities.A 
\ confused 
\ Pandora will 
^ have to 
x approach the 
? Ministry of 
\ Silty Walks 
, \ for advice. 

-v 

IF YOU have a 
story, Pandora 
is ready and 
waiting to 
hear from 
you at pandorafa’ 
independentco.uk 


Creativity stripped of its complexity 


FRIEDRICH ENGELS thought that 
any commodity was capable of 
arousing fe tishistic desires among 
the bourgeoisie. In the 19th century 
that meant pleasure in tire act of 
acquiring. As a foe of retail therapy 
he would be gratified to see his 
theory vindicated by the rampant 
intellectual consumerism of the 
1990s. The acquisitive desire now 
extends beyond objects and into the 

pursuit of knowledge -or at least the 
appearance of knowledge. 

That is why (he debate about 
Aimhing down is so heated. Those 
who claim that we are not getting 
dumber; but that cultural goods are 
simply spread across a wider sec- 
tion of the public, are applying a 
redistributionary analysis, in the 
same way that socialists used to 
argue about the slices of an 
economic cake bang divided up into 
fairer slices. 

When we concern ourselves 
exclusively with redistribution, mat- 
erial or intellectual, we care less 
about the quality of what is bang 
shared out than about the number 
and social breadth of people doing 
the consuming. The most forth- 
right statement of this kind of polit- 



ANNE 

MCELVOY 

To be a genius , these 
new films teU. us, consists 
of being oversexed 
and a bit of a liability 

icised aesthetics I have seen is the 
poster campaign for the Munich 
state opera, which shows a hair- 
dresser a mechanic and a secretary 
as opera-goers. 

There is nothing wrong and a lot 
right with encouraging a wider 
group of people to enjoy music. But 
it is a strangled and faintly patron- 
ising idea of social conscience that 
then parade the lowo: orders in the 


audience as a marketing tooL 

In so many ways, we have never 
been so clever or sophisticated. 
The aesthetics of our everyday life, 
from car design to interiors, have 
grown immensely m refinement 
Modern art sales are booming; a 
hundred magazines and televirion, 
progr amme s tell us -how to have 
good taste. 

Nor is there a shortage of 
tntelleclnri curiosity Howeveq there 
is a tendency to pander to a tem- 
porary and limited view of the abil- 
ity of culture to bridge the divides 
of time, place and experience. The 
implicit tension between dumbing 
down and braining up is inade- 
quate to describe what is happen- 
ing: the tri umph of manufactured 
infantilism - the second childhood 
of the arts. 

The new films Shakespeare m 
Love and Hilary and Jackie are 
typical contemporary treatments of 
artistic subjects, in that they present 
a view of creativity stripped of com- 
plexity. To be a genius, they tell us, 
«ymsiri g nfhprn g over s exed and a bit 
of a liability to those around you. 
Joseph Rennes's Shakespeare is a 
monotone rendition of an angry 


young man, impatient with social 

constraints, greedy for sensu^ity- 

pretty much indistinguishable from 
Jim Morrison, apart from the flow 
of one-liners. t ^ . 

Of course, the film doesnt take 
itself seriously, which is its saving 

grace The translation of Jacqueline 

du Prd’s life to the screen does. 
“This is a true story,” we are told at 
the b egin nin g - a dubious propos- 
ition, sirure the mam character isn t 

around to contradict it, and her sis- 
ter’s version is hotly disputed. 

Of recent fictional treatments of 
real lives, the one that struck me as 
mtoUgrtnally r-hfllteng ing as Wefl S5 
beautiful was Shekhar Kapur's film 
Elizabeth, which opens with a scene 
of Ca tholic martyrs being burnt at 
the stake. We see the terror, the 
prayers, the pain of state violence 
and think: “How could people be so 

brutal?” The rest of the film explains 

how that brutality arose. We do 
leave with a psychological insight 
into the tensions between raison 
d’dtat between the belief and the 
humanity of Elizabethan Engla nd. 
It does our intelligence the honour 
of not pretending that the 16th 
century was just like today. 


One consequence of turning 
culture into commodity fetishism- 

rfth books sold by their carers and 
^rize-gjvings elevating the mun- 
dane into events of metha import- 
ance - is that we miss the steady 
stimulation of a balanced cutaire.^ We 
forget how enjoyable are foe neg- 
ated as wefl as the celebrated 
works. Read the book of the mom- 
ent Don’t be without the latest Ted 
Hughes or the CD of Jacqueline du 
Prii’s Elgar sound-track Everyone 
agrees that Birtlidny Letters is bril- 
liant marvellous, absolutely fabul- •. 
ous. Next year, everyone will agree j|.v 
that something else is better. 

l J ack of discrimination and pas- 
sivity are the enemies of discern- 
ment Someone tells us to read X 
and lo, we go forth and read it The 
Dutch had their tulipomania and 
now we have bookmania about 
tulipomania. The Arcanum, the 
best-seller about the history of 
porcelain, was stunningly bad. It 
prospered because the hype was so 
hearty that it seemed impolite to 
complain about the result That is 

not a story of the power of art But 
it fe a tribute to the genius of the pub- 
lishers' marketing departments. 


Secrets, lies and the burning 
need to discuss adoption 


ADOPTION IS a hot issue. Hot 
enough to be untouchable most of 
the time. Fart of the problem is that 
there are so many fundamentalists 
involved in the business and they will 
die fighting for the right not to 
question or change the way things 
are done. Many a strong beast has 
been cowed by the ferocity of this 
self-righteousness. The contentious 
or courageous (depending on your 
point of view) Jack Straw has just 
been forced to confront these sol- 
diers for daring to suggest that 
teenage mothers could be encour- 
aged to consider adoption as a real 
option when they have their babies. 

Speaking at the Family Policy 
Studies Centre, Straw said. I think 
quite rationally, that there are, at pre- 
sent 3£00 small children in care and 
part of the problem fe that profes- 
sionals dealing in this area are too 
obsessed wife keeping children with 
their birth mothers. The longer 
these youngsters remain in state 
institutions, in the hope that one day 
their birth mothers will reclaim 
them, file more difficult it eventually 
becomes to place them. Surety with 
the care system being in the mess 
it has been, this fe simply not good 
enough for our most vulnerable 
children- And we know, too, that 
there are many good parents who 
cannot get any babies to adopt 

So let us at least consider what 
Straw has suggested- But no -even 
a debate on this subject fe such 
heresy that our experts would torch 
our words before we can speak. 

Perhaps I should be a little kinder 
to these people. They can’t help 
being insanely protective of their 
ideologies and procedures, because 
such a wash of emotion overcomes 
thought whenever the subject is 
raised. Adoption highlights the 
perennial conflicts between nature 
and nurture, the powerful and the 
powerless, rights and responsibil- 
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It involves the dynamics 
of sex, race and class 
and highlights the conflict 
of nature and nurture 

ities. It generates poignant stories 
of secrets and lies. It flashes up the 
dynamics of sex, race and class. It 
is the stuff of fairy tales and fables 
and the terrors of childhood. 

For years, a wicked older cousin 
used to mate me cry by telling me 
that I was found on the roadside, ant- 
bitten. In a torn basket on the road 
to Entebbe, and that my parents took 
pity and adopted me. It was easy to 
believe him because, when I was 
bom, all the rooms in my father’s 
heart were already taken up or shut 
down. So this was why Papa never 
hugged me, I thought 
I look around the scattered field 
that contains our two families, one 

En g li s h and nno H gandan Asfap ?mri 

there are at least two known stories 
of unwanted pregnancy and adop- 
tion. A child was forcibly taken away 
from a wild teenage mother in the 
Fifties, never to be heard of again. 
Her one photograph has disap- 
peared. Fbrty-five years have passed 
but the pain of not knowing remains, 
although the matter is never dis- 
cussed. In contrast, another teen- 
ager refused to have her child taken 


into adoption and stuck with it The 
phflri fe bright and contented, but the 
tough times her mother went 
through have taken a terrible tolL 

The past was indeed a bad land 
for teenagers who found themselves 
pre gnan t; sham e combined with a 
complete lack of others' compassion 
to make life unspeakably punishing. 
Giving up babies in that atmosphere 
was, I imagine, a relief; and at least 
the conspiracy of silence stopped the 
noises of accusations and demand- 
ing. oppressive questions. Being 
forced back into their own heads, 
however drove a third of them half 
mad with guilt and hopelessness. 
But this fe not the past 

What happened in the Fifties and 
Sixties - when each year more than 
20.000 babies were taken away by- 
mothers. nuns or matrons - fe not 
what happens today. Nor could it be- 
cause that pervasive sense of shame 
has dissolved for ever. We also hare 
an openness, and access to post- 
adoption information. To say then 
that what Straw was suggesting fe 
a return to the Fifties fe completely 
wrong-headed. 

Felicity Collier, for example, dir- 
ector of the British Agencies for 
Adoption and Fbstering, evokes the 
ghosts of times long past whenever 
a radical shift in thinking on adop- 
tion fe suggested. Too many others 
involved in the business do this too. 
The maddest among them even 
believe in a class plot to take away 
the children of the poon and Blair 
making speeches about expanding 
the middle class has probably re- 
inforced this paranoia. 

Dare to suggest, as I have done, 
that same-race adoptions, although 
highly desirable, cannot be the only 
driving principle for the placement 
of children, and you have to go into 
hiding. Getting such a child in care 
brought up by good black and Asian 
parents would be the best thing of 



We should offer adoption to young mothers as a positive choice 


alL But we should not pretend that 
ethnicity bestows parentcrafL There 
are appalling black and Asian 
parents to whom I would not give a 
dead cat to mind, and white parents 
who not only give their non-white 
adoptive children a nurturing home, 
but work very hard to provide them 
with an appropriate cultural and 
racial identity. 

Again, in the past there were mas- 
sive failures where black children 
were placed in inappropriate white 
homes in all-white areas. And it fe 
because black social workers and the 
wife of Paul Boateng fought for a 
change, that we learnt about this. 
The sad thing fe that blindness was 
substituted by deafaess as experts 
and practitioners set about replac- 
ing an unworkable old orthodoxy (All 
you need fe love) with a new one 
(What’s love got to do with it? All you 
need is black skin) .Yet when 
Boateng brought this up last year, 
just as now, the troops of social work- 
ers, BAAF etal came out holding up 
their banners of no change. 

Returning to teenage mothers, it 
fe right that adoption should be of- 


fered as a positive choice. The num- 
ber of these pregnancies is higher 
than in any other EU country. Most 
of the girls are under-educated and 
have few prospects. As the Louise 
Woodward case shows, looking after 
a small child when you are very 
young yourself can be deadly. 

Economic deprivation makes this 
all the harder. Many teenagers 
regret their pregnancies because 
they know how hard fe the endless HI) 
journey ahead. Suggesting that they 
might get better guidance on adop- 
tion fe not to stigmatise them but to 
offer them real options, and to take 
away toe negative image of adoption. 

From being the good guys who 
were offering homes to children in 
need, adoptive parents hare been 
made to feel that they are taking 
children away from their birthright 

The whole area of adoption needs 
to be transformed so that we can 
discuss the issues in an informed 
way. If we can achieve that then 
perhaps we can then start to treat 
radical new ideas as opportunities 
and not threats to be fought off 
whatever the cost 
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Our grubby little national secret 


4 AT THE apex of our 
constitution fe the sov- 
ereign. The monarchy 
has already undergone a 
cb^matic transformation, more 
fundamental than any of the 
tinkering with ceremonial 
which small-minded reformers 
propose today. 

Queen Elizabeth Fs secre- 
tary of state. Sir Thomas 
Smith, wrote: “To be short, 
the prince is the life, the head, 
and the authority of all things 
that be done in the realm of 
England." (Sir Thomas Smith, 
R epubtica). By the 19th cent- 
ury, Bagehot had described 
the monarchy as the dignified 
part of the constitution. 

Yet, shorn of any personal, 
despotic power, Smith’s defin- 
ition remains an uncannily 
accurate description of the 
monarchy in our own times. It 
fe still “the head and authority 
of all things”, albeit circum- 
scribed in toat function by con- 
vention and parliamentary 
accountability. 

The royal cipher on govern- 
ment documents, on pillar- 
boxes; the need for all 
legislation to be touched by toe 
royal sceptre - this surviving 
panoply of authority testifies to 
the British genius for adapt- 


ation of ancient institutions to 
contemporary needs. 

The monarchy’s most im- 
portant constitutional function 
fe simply to be there: by occu- 
pying the constitutional high 
ground, it denies access to 
more sinister forces; to a par- 
tisan or corrupt president, di- 
visive of the nation; or even to 
a dictator The Queen’s powers 
are a vital safeguard of demo- 
cracy and liberty. 

The critics of the monarchy 
belong to two categories. The 
first, and more rarefied, are 
those belonging to the Tony 
Benn school, who agitate 
against the surviving pockets 
of the royal prerogative as 
undemocratic and i nimical to 
open government 

The second category of anti- 
royalists - much more in evi- 
dence today - are the self- 
conscious modernisers. Jew- 
elled crowns and robes are 
old-fashioned; titles and cere- 
monial look more like historical 
pageant than contemporary 
life; gorgeously uniformed 
soldiers on horseback are 
anachronistic, with uncom- 
fortable undertones of hier- 
archy and privilege. 

The real motive of the re- 
formers is a drab Puritanism, 
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Institute of Economic 
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a distaste for pageantry, on the 
misapprehension that it 
somehow affronts democracy 
when, in reality, it glorifies the 
nation, personified by the 
sovereign. 

Is the monarchy, then, so 
perfectly constituted that as 
Wellington claimed of the pre- 
1532 parliamentary system, it 
is not susceptible of any im- 
provement whatsoever? On 
dose scrutiny, apart from de- 
tails of the rovai household’s 


organisation and domestic 
economy too minor to justify 
the term “constitutional’', the 
monarchy at present is disfig- 
ured by only one serious flaw. 

It is astonishing that a 
government that has con- 
cerned itself with the number 
of heralds in the procession at 
the State Opening of Parlia- 
ment and which has endlessly 
preached the doctrine of an 
“inclusive" society; has not 
been moved to amend the Act 
of Settlement. This statute, 
couched in offensive I8th- 
century language, excludes 
Roman Catholics from the 
throne, or from marrying the 
monarch. 

Hie Act of Settlement was 
passed in 1701. after the death 
of the Duke of Gloucester, the 
last surviving son of Princess 
(later Queen) Anne. Ironically 
entitled “An Act for the farther 
Limitation of the Crown and 
better securing the Rights and 
Liberties of the Subject - ji- 
amplified the already violently 
anti-Catholic provisions of the 
Bill of Rights of 1689, excluding 
from succession to the throne 
all those who “are or shall be 
reconciled tn or shall hold 
Communion with the See or 
Church of Rome or shall pro . 


fess the Popish Religion or ' 
shall marry a Papist”. 

Even in the harshly sector- . 
ian climate of the early 18th 
century it scraped through the 
House of Commons only by a 
majority of one. "Why retain the 
Act of Settlement, which en- 
shrines at the heart of the con- 
stitution the doctrine that some 
10 Per cent of the Queen’s 
subjects are to be treated as 
second-class citizens? 

the Act fe deeply dfecrimin- 
atoiy it does not construe- 
t,ve ly . prescribe that the 
sovereign's consort must be- 
Jong to the Church of England: 
t 18 Perfectly legal for the 
monarch to marry a Buddhist 
a Hindu, or even a Moonie -but 
Tl a tu Boman Catholic. Nor 

represent some 
ousty detntus, like an unre- 
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EVEN TO kings he comes. And to 
presidents and emirs and ail the 
sheikhs extolled in those Arab 
newspapers, whose titles mean 
“The Struggle'’ or “The Republic” 
or “The Renaissance” or- and this 
is my favourite - “The Public Opin- 
ion”. A dictator's photograph, day 
after day, year after year, gives a 
kind of eternity to the colonels and 
brigadier-generals, the monarchs 
and "beys" who rule the Middle 
East “Perfection of a kind was 
what he was after.” Auden wrote of 
the Dictator, “and the poetry he 
invented was easy to understand.” 
So why should a Living God fear the 
Grim Reaper? Is that, I wonder why 
. so many potentates rule as if they 
V will live for ever? 

At least King Hussein, the dying 
monarch who Hew back to his hos- 
pital bed in America this week, 
had the wisdom and humility to dis- 
cuss death with his people when he 
first learnt he had cancer. However, 
ail across the Arab world, age and 
sickness haunt the lands. King 
Ffchd of Saudi Arabia - plump to the 
point of obesity - can scarcely 
stand, and stumbles on the simplest 
sentences. Yasser Arafat - he of the 
shaking hand and trembling lip - 
suffers ever more from the brain 
tumour inflicted after a near-fetal 
air crash. President Assad of Syria, 
*wbo suffered a heart complaint as 
"*iar back as 1983, has alreatty tost his 
favourite son, Basil, in a road 
accident- President Mubarak of 
Egypt has never- not once in all his 
18years in power- appointed a vice- 
president 

Even to mention the word “suc- 
cession” in public provokes a 
familiar gesture by friends in the 
Middle East; their eyes move, ever 
so carefully over their shoulders. It 
is the unspoken crisis, the great un- 
mentionable, a subject heavy 
enough to poison any conversation. 
But it is real. And we in the West 
of course - while we may prefer 
Prince Abdullah to Prince Hassan 
in Jordan or Prince Sultan to Prince 
Abdullah in Saudi Arabia - accept 
this odd, cantankerous, dangerous 
system of inheritance. 

Not once have we ever encour- 
aged a democratic state in the 
.^Middle East which would allow 
Arab citizens to choose their own 
leaders. Because we like dictator- 
ships. We know bow to do business 








King Hussein of Jordan, a rarity among Middle East rulers in that he has sorted out his successor before his death 
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with the kings and generals - how 
to sell them our tanks and fighter- 
bombers and missiles - unless they 
disobey us. like Nasser and Gaddafi 
and Saddam Hussein. 

It's a bizarre feature of our 
present relations with the Arab 
world that Saddam is the only 
leader whose overthrow President 
Clinton has called for in the name 
of “democracy", demanding that the 
Iraqis should have a government 
that “represents its people and 
respects them”. A likely tale. How 
many other Arab governments, for 
heaven's sake - with their secret 
police and their torture chambers 
- “represent” their people? And how 
many of then has President Ctmtoa 
sought to depose? Not one. How- 
ever we are supposed to believe that 
Clinton realty - really - wants 
democracy in Iraq. How fortunate, 
then, are the starving, dying civil- 
ians of Iraq. 

The truth is that we, as well as 
the Arab regimes themselves, have 
produced and maintained this arch- 
aic drama of crown princes and 
beloved sons, of Gulf sheikhdoms 
that are no more than the private 
property ofintfividual families. Thie. 
we were happy to ease King Fhrouk 
out of Egypt and King Idris out of 
Libya (we liked Gaddafi then) and 
to depose the Sultan of Oman in 
favour of his public-school son. But 
we want strong leaders who will be 
loyal to us. Let them have human 


rights, we say. But we do not want 
democracy in their countries (which 
means, of course, that there will be 
no human rights). 

And no choice for their people. 
Even King Hussein - whose king- 
dom might just fall into the category 
of liberal amid the other xeno- 
phobic states - never bothered to 
consult his citizens about their fut- 
ure leader. They were given no 
chance to decide whom they wished 
to rule them. His Majesty ordained 
that it would be his son Abdullah, 
that power would be kept in the 
family. Did anyone expect anything 
else? It takes a brave Jordanian to 
call for a real constitutional monar- 
chy. Indeed, the only man who con- 
sistently does just that - Leith 
Shubeilat - finds himself equally 
consistently inside Amman’s state 
security prison. 

Of course, some of the titans of 
the Middle East have planned then- 
succession. President Assad - 
whose energy still stuns the diplo- 
mats who sit through his six-hour 
conversations - has groomed his 
son Bashar, an ophthalmologist by 
profession but an increasingly pub- 
lic personality with an enthusiasm 
for computer technology, to follow 
in his steps. Taken at face value, 
Syria's constitution provides for a 
democratic system of succession, 
but Assad controls mifitaiy political 
and legislative power, he can dis- 
solve governments and assemblies; 


be is secretary-general of the Baath 
party, commander in chief of the 
armed forces. Presumably, Bashar 
Assad will one day do the same. 

What about Arafat? He has no 
obvious successor and no real con- 
stitutional framework to create one. 
He has turned his bade on the 
democracy of the Palestinian 
assembly arid survives by cronyism, 
bribes and 13 different security 
services - the latter in co-operation 
with the CIA and the Israelis. Sadly, 
some Palestinians believe that the 
only alternative to this kind of pat- 
ronage society - and patronising 
society - is a return to rule tty the 
old families of Husseini and 
Nashashibi, a kind of mirror image 
of all the other family rulers in the 
rest of the Middle EasL So the 
Palestinians cannot choose their 
successor. But be sure that the 
Israelis already have someone in 
mind to take over “Palestine" when 
Arafat leaves us. 

In Saudi Arabia, direct succes- 
sion suggests a struggle to come 
among the defence minister. Prince 
Sultan. Prince Naif and Crown 
Prince Abdullah. Washington, 
aware of Abdullah's growing criti- 
cism and dislike of the American 
presence in the Gulf - he is said to 
have told the US Defense Secretary 
William Cohen that not only could 
the United States not use Saudi air 
bases to bomb Iraq, but that Amer- 
ica might have to leave those air 


bases altogether - might favour 
Prince Sultan. His son, it should be 
noted, is the influential Saudi 
ambassador to the US, Prince 
Bandar; who in 1990 was reported 
in Washington to be almost as pow- 
erful in President George Bush's 
office as the secretary of state, 
James Baker. 

The result of our support for all 
these potentates is regularly 
distorted by their Western 
supporters in Washington, in 
London and - less obviously - in 
Paris. If we demand full democracy 
for these nations, we are told, the 
Islamists will try to take over. 
Cannot we understand, our diplo- 
mats point out, that “whatever their 
failings” (another of zny favourite ex- 
pressions in the Middle East), these 
“friends of the \fest” are fighting 
Islamic f unda m*»n tolig nri? 

But this is a self serving delusion. 
Time, some of the local dictators 
allow a careful measure of freedom; 
upright Arab citizens may com- 
plain about power cuts, poor trans- 
portation, even demand the sacking 
of a corrupt governor or two. But 
any serious freedom of speech has 
been so brutafly suppressed across 
the Middle East - and anyone sug- 
gesting a democratic change of 
leadership so ferociously treated - 
that real opposition in these coun- 
tries has been driven underground. 
This applies as much in Egypt as it 
does in the Gulf or the Levant 


AP 

And the only political groupings 
that pyisf in this hidden L subter- 
ranean environment which are 
prepared to risk the fury of the sec- 
ret police and the government tor- 
turers are Islamic. 

So “Islamic ftwiftomuntalism " 
becomes the onty real opposition to 
the Arab governments. We sup- 
port those undemocratic countries 
in their battle against “fundament- 
alist terror” - and shore up their 
regimes. And, erf course, just to com- 
plete die beauty of this circular 
argument, we cannot encourage in 
these to talitarian states the demo- 
cracy that would rid them of fund- 
amentalist violence. 

Wasn’t that why we backed 
Saddam so generously during his 
eight-year aggression against Iran? 
Because he was preventing 
“fundamentalism”? So who will we 
put in Saddam’s place? 

My guess is that the Americans 
are still looking for a good old- 
fashioned Iraqi brigadier-general, a 
military man who knows bow to 
keep his tribes in order. Not too 
difficult to find, you may say. since 
some of them are supporting the 
US-backed Imp National Congress. 
Needless to sqy it would have to be 
a powerful man , someone who did 
not allow ffissent to rock the regime; 
someone with a powerful security 
service and a family that might 
provide a successor Someone, in 
fact, just like Saddam. 
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The owner of 
Harrods replies to 
Stuart Husband's 
attack on his store 

IT IS a pity Stuart Husband 
finds Harrods an irritation of 
modem life - most shoppers 
find ft one of the great plea- 
sures. My retail palace in 
Knjghtsbridge is now Britain's 
third-biggest tourist attrac- 
tion. I have spent £350m mak- 
ing it unique and exciting. As 
with most major experiences, 
one cannot hope to take it in 
at a gjance, but every effort is 
made to help customers find 
their way around. There are 
numerous information desks, 
store directories and maps. 

Mr Husband's appalling 
sense of direction is made 
worse by the fact that he 
dearly walks around with bis 
eyes shut He writes about fol- 
lowing signs to kitchen appli- 
ances via men’s grooming and 
car maintenance. There is no 
such sign - Harrods stopped 
offering car maintenance half 
a century ago. 

The dress code to which Mr 
Husband takes exception is 
applauded by our customers. 
Most tike the idea that we will 
maintain standards. That 
celebrities are occasionally 
exduded proves that the code 
is applied impartially. 

Mr Husband may object to 
the “armies trf tourists. .. bum- 
bling around”, but most people 
are more tolerant. Anyone 
wishing to eqjoy private shop- 
ping have that facility. 

As far as I am aware. The 
Room of Luxury is the onty 
room in the world offering all 
the major international de- 
signer accessory collections 
under one root Tb call it an air- 
port lounge is petty. 

My staff are trained to be 
courteous at all times. They 
wear red rosettes at sale time 
so customers can easily iden- 
tify them. If the retail industry' 
awarded rosettes for service, 
I have no doubt they would 
wear them all year round. 

I have always believed the 
customer is right The fact that 
so many keep shopping at 
Harrods suggests to me that 
I am getting it right - and that 
Mr Husband has got it wrong. 
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The literary star who burned out 


to THE long list of those whose early 
and late careers are strikingly 
dissimilar - Henry James, Wittgen- 
stein, Jung, Cobbett - we should add 
the name of Rudyard Kipling. The 
young Kipling was a genius of stag- 
gering technical talent and genuine 
originality, hailed by Robert Louis 
Stevenson as his natural successor. 
Having achieved literary success at 22, 
by the time he was 30 Kipling had to 
:»s credit Plain Tales from the Hills, 
Soldiers Three, The Light that Failed, 
Barrack Room Ballads, The Seven 
Seas, Many Inventions and the two 
Jungle Books. Apart from Kim and 
Puck of Pook’s Hill aO the best Kipling 
was written in his twenties. 

To extrapolate imperial propa- 
ganda from early Kipling is inadmis- 
sible. What there is in abundance is a 
love of the esoteric and the para- 
normal, a conviction thatalltife is gov- 
erned by a mysterious “law”, a love of 
India and an ambivalence towards the 
Raj. This emerges most clearly in the 
superb story The Man WTio Wbuld Be 
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King, which is both a pessimistic ver- 
sion of Haggard’s King Solomon’s 
Mines and an allegory of British rule 
in India, showing how precarious it 
was. Hairy Ricketts is a good guide to 
all this and reminds us what a superb 
craftsman Kipling was, as storyteller, 
versifier- and parodist His pastiches 
of Browning, complete with the typical 
asides, are inch-perfect 

In middle age, something hap- 
pened to Kipling’s genius. Ricketts 
speculates, plausibly, that the some- 
thing was the death of his young 
{frnghtor frnm prwimnnia and the Inss 
of his 18-year-old son in the Great Wan 
Certainty the Kipling of the 20-odd 
years from 1914 to Ins death in 1936 
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POLITICS 

BY MICHAEL HAMBURGER 

Much the silliest game that men play, it’s the deadliest too. 

Not only for the players. No crash barrier ever devised 
Insures that spectators will not be participants 
When the best of the best nation’s drivers makes a mistake 
Or is pushed, or skids, off the back. Fbr the vehicle must be 
Far too big for him, far too strong. It’s a rule of the game 
But for that who would watch, mere cars going round 
And round? Who would care, were it not for the danger 
Shared by the public at large? It’s the danger that makes 
Those drivers more than themselves, makes them seem important. 

Our poems this week come from Michael Hamburger's 'Collected 
Poems 1941-1994', published at £12.95 by Anvil Press, which this 
year celebrates 30 years of independent poetry publishing 


was a bizarre creature indeed. 
Benighted reactionary would be a 
charitable description; barking mad 
seems nearer the mark 

It is true that the First World War 
affected his contemporaries. It led 
Ernest Junger into proto-Fasdsm, 
Conan Doyle into spiritualism, TE 
Lawrence into Tblstoyan self-abase- 
ment and Robert Graves into prickly 
redusiveness. But Kipling genuinely 
seemed to fake leave of his senses. 
First there were violent anti-American 
jeremiads, because God's own coun- 
try did not join in on Britain’s side in 
1914 on Kipling's say-so. Then came 
anti-Papai dithyrambs and unbal- 
anced attacks an Irish republicanism; 
finally there was his gloss on General 
Sheridan to the effect that the only 
good German was a dead one. 

Obsessed with the idea that in the 
Great War the British had offered 
themselves, Christ-like, as victims to 
redeem the entire world, Kipling 
switched to virulent anti-Semitism 
as 1 us preferred discourse and con- 
cocted a crazed world view in the 
Twenties. Defeated Germany inde- 
pendent Ireland and Bolshevik Rus- 
sia were all somehow fuelled by the 
“international Zionist conspiracy”. 
Bedazzled by St Paul, Kipling soon 
found it necessary to insinuate the idea 
that the Apostle to the Gentiles was 
not a Jew. His private letters breathe 
the spirit of an Old Testament fury: 
rage that all Germans domiciled in 
England in 1914-18 had not been 
lynched; mindless hatred of Shaw, 
Wells and all on the left; and a word- 
salad disorder whereby he coined 



Rudyard Kipling, a literary genius who achieved fame too soon 


neologisms to describe the objects of 
his hate - Ramsay MacDonald, al- 
legedly a “Hun-loving socialist”, be- 
came “Roschialist,” for example. The 
great Italian Marxist, Antonio Gram- 
sd, thought that Kipling's Bandar Log, 
the monkey people in The Jungle 
Book, perfectly summed up the Ital- 
ian Fascists, but Kipling himself pre- 
ferred the man who made Gramsd a 
prisoner for life: Benito Mussolini 
Ricketts’s straightforward biogra- 
phy provides a dear line through this 
morass of mortal suffering The author 
is too timid at times, refusing to com- 
mft himself to the persuasive view, held 
by Angus Wilson, Martin Seymour- 
Smith (Kipling’s lasttwo biographers) 
and Enid Bagnold, that Kipling was a 
repressed homosexual. And in his 
concentration on Henry James's re- 
actions to Ki p lin g fimtiafly favourable, 
later disappointed 5, Ricketts does not 
always show a dear understanding of 
“the master". Of Kipling's proposal to 
compose a set of “imaginary inter- 
views’’ in which famous personalities 
would confront each other: Ricketts 
writes; (he) “proposed among other 


pair ings the pro mising mismatch of 

Emile Zola and Henry James.” This 
would not have been a mismatch, as 
James was an ardent admirer of Zola. 

Yet Ricketts is right to draw atten- 
tion to Edmund Wilson as the most 
penetrating early critic of Kipling. 
Where Robert Graves, Virginia Woolf 
and Max Beerbohm were content to 
sneer tin the Twenties) at a mangy Ht- 
erary lion, WQsan pointed out that Kip- 
ling was the onty “crossover” writer 
of stature who straddled high and pop- 
ular culture, and that he had mod- 
ernist affiliations: as an influence on 
Joyce’s Ulysses, for example. Kipling, 
like Dickens and like his great friend 
Theodore Roosevelt, achieved fame 
too soon (Roosevelt was president at 
42; Kipling a Nobel Prize winner at the 
same age). He became a burnt-out 
case. However; be is one of the great 
underrated figures in English litera- 
ture, and Ricketts's work will play its 
part in keepinghim in the foreground. 

FRANK MCLYNN 

Thereviewer’slotestbodkis ‘1066: toe 
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Walter 

Cole 


j.nra many artists who became 
potters Walter Cole worked as a 
sculptor before taking up serious 
potting - an indication of how the 
status of the stud fo potter was slow 
to gain widespread acceptance 
despite the early pioneering work 
of Bernard Leach and others since 
the early 1920s. 

“TfeUy" Cole, along with his older 
brother' John, pioneered the more 
Scandinavian style of tin-glazed 
earthenware in contrast to Leach's 
high-fired and reduced stonewares 
inspired by the Fto* East, Rye Fbt- 
tery becoming a byword for a range 
of good-looking, useful tablewares. 

Cole was bona one of eight cbfldren 
to a foreman at the Woolwich Arse- 
nal in south-east London, and showed 
great artistic talent at an early age. 
When he was 16 he was awarded one 
of the few Special Talent Scholar- 
ships, studying first of all at the Wtx)l- 
wich Polytechnic, where he drew 
from casts, learnt to throw and ex- 
perimented with glazes, before mov- 
ing to the Central School of Arts and 
Crafts, London, in 193L There the 
young avant-garde sculptor John 
Skeaping was a major influence. 

At this time Cole and his brother 
John built their own kiln near Hum- 
stead Common, using their home as 
a studio and carrying the pieces on 
the back of his bicyde to be fired two 
miles away. Still primarily a sculp- 
tor; Cole worked in a semi-abstract 
style reminiscent of the sculpture of 
Gaudier-Brzeska, carving directly 
into wood 

At exhibitions throughout the 
1930s Cole showed sculpture, stone- 
ware pots and drawings, becoming 
a member of the Arts and Crafts Ex- 
hibition Society, a Fallow of the Royal 
Society of Arts, and the National So- 
ciety of Rain ters, Sculptors, Engravers 
and Potters of whom the pottery 
members were few and included 
Bernard Leach, Michael Cardew, 
Charles Vvse, and John Cole He also 
worked on a series of commissions 
for such august bodies as London 
Zoo, and on large-scale architectural 
carvings for Eric Kennington. 

The prevailing influence of high- 
fired wares inspired both Cole broth- 
ers to produce stonewares reflecting 
the slightly more flamboyant ideas 
of William Staite Murray rather 
than those of Leach, and stamped 
with the word EARTH. In 1937 they 
held their first exhibition of pots at 
the newly established Brygos Gall- 
ery, showing both stonewares and 
earthenwares. As Staite Murray 
did, the Cole brothers priced indi- 
vidual pots high, finding that even so 
they sold better than sculpture. 
Around the time of this exhibition a 


telling remark from WJB. Honey, 
Keeper of the Ceramics Depart- 
ment at the Victoria and Albert Mu- 
seum, was to decide their future 
path. Honey suggested that their 
prices were too high to enable their 
work to be enjoyed by ordinary peo- 
ple and as such would remain at the 
level of “art object". 

Experiments to explore this idea 
were brought to an end by the Sec- 
ond World Wax; when Cole deployed 
his creative talents as a Captain in 
the Rpyal Engineers, specialising in 
army camouflage, helping to pro- 
duce covers for Spitfires, dummy 
rubber tanks and 23 -pounder guns. 
Despite being wounded at Dunkirk 
and Brussels Cole continued to 
serve, using his spare time to carve 
parts of an old ivory billiard ball 
into small but exquisite items of 
sculpture and jewellery. 


In treading the 
tricky path 
betiveen art, craft 
and industry Cole 
challenged many 
preconceptions 
about what studio 
potters should or 
should not do 


From 1946 to 1947 Cole was on the 
staff of the Council for Industrial De- 
sign, and worked with James Gard- 
ner and Basil Spence on the “Britain 
Can Make It” exhibition at the Vic- 
toria and Albert Museum. He also 
taught at the Central School on (he 
first Industrial Design course to be 
set up in Britain, expmnMfingtfae link 
between sculpture and form in 
industrial products. But his real 
interests lay in settingup a pottery 
and in 1947 he and his brother John, 
by then head of Beckenham School 
of Art, took the brave decision to buy 
and reopen the old Belle Vue Pottery 
in Rye. Operating as “Rye Pottery 1 ], 
they established the industry for 
which the town is renowned. 

Although the prevailing taste 
among potters was for stonewares, 
and partly perhaps in reaction to 
this, the Cole brothers decided to 
concentrate on earthenware, which, 
although less sturdy in use, offered 
the opportunity for a wider range of 



The Cole brothers, Walter (above) and John, founded Rye Pottery in 1947 


colour and bright glazes. Two types 
of ware were produced; individual 
pieces for exhibition in galleries, and 
regular lines of well-designed 
straightforward wares for use on the 
table and in the kitchen that were 
affordable and attractive. 

After five years of war and post- 
war utility restrictions, the country 
was eager for new wares that 
reflected the spirit of optimism and 
renewaL Government constraints 
placed great emphasis on the export 
of decorative ceramics for overseas 
sales, leaving the home market 
starved of attractive and practical 
wares, a situation that was benefi- 
cial to Rye and other studio-based 
potteries. Although government reg- 
ulations forbade decorative wares, 
by the subtle use of coloured clays 
Rye was able to devise a range of 
slip-decorated wares which were 
both functional and good to look at 

Within the burgeoning craft 
movement of the post-war years 


Cole took an active part becoming 
involved in the setting up of the pot- 
ters co-operative the Craftsmen 
Potters Association in the late 1950s. 
and the opening of a shop and 
gallery in central London. In the 
early 1950s, as restrictions were 
lifted, the small team at Rye Pottery 
moved from slip-decorated wares to 
produce 17th-century-inspired Delft- 
wares. painting fresh-looking 
coloured floral and stripy decoration 
on to the unfired tin-glaze. 

Whenever possible the pottery 
employed low-tech machinery to 
remove some of the drudgery, mak- 
ing use of such equipment as clay 
mixers and extruders as well as the 
technique of slip-casting. A small 
team produced well-designed table- 
wares and specially commissioned 
commemorative pieces, and later 
decorative figures. 

Walter Cole's skill lay in treading 
the tricky path between art, craft and 
industry, making use of whatever 


processes and techniques seemed 
appropriate and in so doing chal- 
lenging many preconceptions about 
what studio potters should or should 
not do. In 1978 Cole handed over the 
pottery to his son and daughter-in- 
law. Tarquin and Biddy, but contin- 
ued to explore his own ideas through 
his own stoneware pots and tile 
decoration until late 1997. 

In 1982 he was appointed MBE for 
his services to craft potteiy: When 
he was 80 a retrospective of his work j 
was held in Rye and in London, and 
his ceramics were featured in “Aus- 
terity and Affluence" at the Fine Art 
Society, London, in 1996; within the 
context of the exhibition they took 
on a timeless simplicity. 

Emmanuel cooper 

Walter Vivian Cole, potter, bom 
London 22 January 1913: MBE 1982; 
married 2933 Eileen HaU tone son. 
one daughter ); died St Leonards, 
East Sussex 19 January 1999. 


Sir Otto Frankel 


OTTO FRANKEL imprinted on the 
world the need for biodiversity at 
the level of the gene, not the speaes. 
This, his most famous work, came 
afterhis formal retirement After 29 
chequered early years, he had 22 
fruitful ones in New Zealand, and 47 
of high achievement in Australia. 

Frankel and his three brothers 

were Iteen rivals, and all became dis- 
tinguished. .Their average age at 
death exceeded 90. Max, a solicitor/ 
accountant spent the last half of his 
life in New Zealand. In Britain 

Theodor set up the Scottish Pulp and 

Paper Mills , and Paul (CBE 1981 1 
founded Petroleum Economics Ltd. 

Otto Frenkel's father was a Vi- 
ennese barrister, wealthy and 
Jewish. His mother’s family bad 
several rural estates in Galicia. His 
agricultural bent evolved from boy- 
hood visits to his aunt’s estate. The 
aunt’s son became the historian 
Lewis Namier and later played a role 
in Frankel’s careen 

The young Otto was impatient and 
wilfuL One year his Christmas pre- 
sents went to his brothers: Otto 
had strut* his mother. Once, when 
he was four; his governess and his 
tutor took him to a nearby park. T * ie 
tutor bought him a chocolate mouse 
from the kiosk, and he was enjoined 
to stay put on a paric bench while gov- 
erness and tutor disappeared into 
the bushes to assuage their carnal 
desires. Otto devoured the mouse 
rapidly and soon grew tired of wait- 
ing So he toM the kiosk owner he had 
been abandoned and demanded to 
be taken home. The governess and 
tutor were sacked, an outcome 
not foreseen by Otto. He loved lus 
governess and* was devastated to 
lose hen 

From the ages of nine to 17 he at- 
tended a classical Staat^ymnasrum. 
He learnt little mathematics and less 
science, but eight years of Latin and 
four of Greek. At the same school was 
Karl Popper, two years his junior 

Frankel was small and short- 
sighted, and the Austro-Hungarian 
military rejected him as unfit for 
cannon fodder The university also 
was not open to him: he was not a 
war hero, to the end he overcame the 
barriers, received same credit for 
informal stucfies, and went on to gain 
his doctorate in Berlin for an early 
study of genetic linkage. 

From 1925 to 1927 the young 
Frankel worked as a plant breeder 
near Bratislava. At the suggestion of 
Lewis Namier he became part of a 
team sent to Palestine to establish 
a plant and animal breeding pro- 
gramme. Salaries were met jointly 
by the British Colonial Office and 
Zionist supporters. The team was di- 
rected by John Cater Lor® Bqyd-fto 

Frenkel's brief stay in Palestine 
was followed by a temporary post in 
plant breeding in Cambridge. There 
he improved his stiQ-imperfect Eng- 
lish fay reading all of Jane Austen; 
and he took a secret trip to Brazil and 
Argentina to advise the bankers 
Lazard Bros on prospects for the 
wheat industry. This itinerant phase 
ended after New Zealand asked 
Boyd-Orr's advice on a plant breed- 
er and geneticist for its new Wheat 


food Hecarried out research^ cy- 
togenetics also, which 
ete^on to fellowship of the 
ddyofNew Zealand m 1948 the 
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and N-L Vavilov. Stalin later or- 
dSned thatT.D. Lysenko’s concept 
of plant development were correct, 
and that Vavilov's methods, basedm 
genetics, were a Western deviation. 
This led to Vavilov’s imprisonment 

and death, Frankel counted Vavilov 

as one of his heroes, and displayed 

his photograph in his office. 

Karl popper had come to Christ- 
church in 1937, and he and Frankel 
tried to assist the immigration of 
Jews following the Anschluss. They 
dealt, however, with a Minister for 
immi gration who thought there 
were already too many intellectuals 
in the country. „ 

Frankel was divorced in 193b; 
and in 1939 he married Margaret 
Anderson, a Christchurch artist and 
art teacher The Frenkels’ shared 
aesthetic interests found expres- 
sion in the three elegant modern 
houses they built during their 58 
happy years together. The first 
house surprised Christchurch, and 
later figured in two architectural 
books and a Canberra exhibition. 

In 1951 the Australian Common- 
wealth Scientific and Industrial 
Research Organisation (CSERO) 
sought a new chief for the large but 
somewhat moribund Division of 
Plant Industry. Frankel was ap- 
pointed and charged with raising its 
standards and performance. It was 
his great achievement that before 
long the division had become Aus- 
tralia’s leading plant biological in- 
stitute, highly respected on the 
world scene. Frankel was a con- 
vinced exponent of the then current 
CSIRO principle of research man- 
agement find the best person to 
head up the task; then give him the 
maximum freedom and help to get 
on with it He viewed sadly the 
counter-productive erosion of the 
CSIRO ethos in recent times. 

On his retirement in 1966 Frankel 
became an Honorary Research 
Fellow, continuing his cytogenetic 
research, and his skiing, until he 
was 90. At 95 he published his last 
book, The Conservation of Plant 
Biodiversity , written jointly with 
two colleagues. 

From 1964 Frankel had been in- 
volved in the genetic resources 
issue through the International Bi- 
ological Program GBP). He per- 
suaded the UN Food and Agripilture 
Organisation to join forces with IBP 
and chaired their joint committee of 
experts. Frankel organised several 
international conferences on the 
issues, edited two major books, and 
took the lead in mobilising concern 
and resources, defining the prob- 
lems, and proposing, solutions. He 
argued that mankind had “acquired 
evolutionary responsibility" and 
must develop an evolutionary ethic. 




§ 


Frank Williamson 


FRANK WILLIAMSON was a very 
British police hero. He will be rem- 
embered for being rejected by the 
public service to which he devoted 
36 years of his life, and for his role 
in a corruption investigation that 
tainted forever the reputation of 
one of the world's biggest police 
forces, the Metropolitan Police. 

As a child in the 1920s, William- 
son’s experience as the son of the 
Chief Constable of Northampton- 
shire had taught him to be wary of 
the Met's finest, and his subse- 
quent career as a provincial police 
star merely confirmed this. 

Frank Williamson left Northamp- 
ton Grammar School to join the 
Manchester City police in 1936. Whr 
service saw him achieve the rank of 
Captain in the Military Police, after 
which be rejoined the Manchester 
force and by 1958 had acquired the 
rank of Detective Superintendent At 
the age of 44 he became Chief Con- 
stable of Carlisle, and left the police 
six years later in 1967 to become Her 
Majesty’s Inspector of Constabulary 
where he enhanced his reputation 
for fairness and blunt speaking. 

In 1969 the Home Secretary 
James Callaghan appointed WHliam- 



Blunt speaking 


son to oversee a corruption inves- 
tigation in the Metropolitan Police. 
The investigation emanated from al- 
legations made by The Times con- 
cerning toe activities of a Detective 
Inspector and two Detective Con- 
stables who, The Times alleged, 
had taken bribes, given false evi- 
dence in exchange for money and 
had “allowed a criminal to purple his 
activities". The Times claimed to 
have no faith in the Met’s integrity 


and so published the story rather 
than hand over the evidence, to hind- 
sight it was a major error on the part 
of the Home Secretary not to invoke 
the 1964 Police Act which would 
have ensured an investigation 
carried out by a senior officer from 
outside the Met 

Williamson was no longer a police 
officer and therefore had no police 
powers. Ftirthen his investigation 
ran in tandem with the Met's own 
inquiry. Williamson had walked into 
a desperately volatile situation. Rob- 
ert Mark had joined the Met in 1967. 
As a contemporary of Williamson in 
the Manchester City Force, and an 
ex-Chief Constable of Leicester, his 
career had taught him to be wary of 
the Met CID. He was also violently 
opposed to the dominance of the 
Met’s hierarchy by an elite of officers 
trained at Hendon Police College. 

By the time Williamson entered 
the fray Mark was fully engaged in 
a struggle with the ex-Hendon head 
of CID Peter Brodie. As Deputy and 
Commissioner-in-waiting. Mark had 
made considerable inroads into 
dealing with CID malpractice, yet did 
little to assist Williamson who found 
himself isolated in a war zone. 


WUEamson was unable to hold dis- 
cussions with anyone connected to 
the investigation without the prying 
eyes of the “firm within a firm" in- 
truding. Information was leaked to 
officers under investigation, cru- 
cial documents disappeared, and 
senior detectives conducted a cam- 
paign of lies against him. Ignored by 
a Commissioner who had been 
appointed as political stopgap, and 
deliberately obstructed by detec- 
tives, Williamson became frustrated 
and disillusioned. 

Williamson resigned in 1971, 
shortly before Robert Mark took over 
as Commissioner. Mark afforded 
little recognition to Williamson, but 
did write in his autobiograph}; **He 
was thoroughly disillusioned and de- 
pressed by continual disagreement 
with, and obstruction by, policemen 
who did not share his very high stan- 
dard of personal and private in- 
tegrity." The Times inquiry resulted 
in the imprisonment of two detec- 
tives. By 1973 two officers a week 
were leaving the.Met prematurely, 
and bank robbery, in the early 1970s 
a crime particularly associated 
with police corruption, had fallen 
from 65 in 1972 to 26. 


The high-profile reorganisations, 
trials and resignations that ran 
throughout most of the decade were 
attributed to Mark, who himself re- 
signed unexpectedly in 1977. Yet by 
1978 another corruption investiga- 
tion, “Operation Countrymen", was 
in full swing and, as current cases 
indicate, corruption has been far 
from eliminated from the Met’s 
detective branch, 

Williamson subsequently worked 
as a security adviser to the Co-op 
and ICI. Knighthoods and other 
honours, the kind of recognition 
commonly awarded to senior police 
officers, eluded him, although some 
kind of acknowledgement of his 
qualities was achieved by his por- 
trayal in the 1996 BBC series Our 
Friends in the North. 

Dick Hobbs 

Prank Edger WUliamson. police 
officer: born Northampton 24 Feb- 
ruary 1917; Chief Constable for 
Carlisle 1961-63, Cumbria 1963-67 ; 
QPM 1966; HM Inspector qf Con- 
stabulary 1967-72; married 1943 
Margaret Beaumont (one daugh- 
ter); died Macclesfield. Cheshire 25 
December 1998. 


Research Institute. 

Otto and his wife Mathflde (they 
were married in Beilin in 1925) 
came to New Zealand in 1929. The in- 
stitute was at Lincoln College near 
Christchurch. Frankel was not in 
tune with conservative Christchurch 
and later wrote, “I always felt a for- 
eigner and was made to feel that. 
Only in the ski huts was I accepted.” 

But his science prospered Before 
Frankel New Zealand bread was 
often gooey, grey, and inedible. The 
fault lay in the wheat types used, 
which were ill-fitted to New 
Zealand's climate. Frankel bred 
new varieties and transformed New 
Zealand bread into palatable human 



Biodiversity Royal Society 


ceptual and moral agenda for the 
cipline of conservation genetict 
Frankel and lus panel ofexp< 
kept the genetic resources is 
alive throughout the 1960s and 19 
long before the terra biodiversity' 
coined and became a popular cai 
Indeed, it was his address to 
UN Conference on the Hun 
Environment in Stockholm in i 
which launched widespread pu 
awareness of the problem. 

The disti n g ui shed Australian 
chitect Sir Roy Grounds designed 
Frankels’ third house in Canbei 
with its splendid garden testifyinj 
one of Otto’s skills and interel 
Others included good food, g, 
wme, siding, trout fishing, art, i 
^tegument, especially with the you 

John Pan 

kel, genetic 

DOT71 Vienna 4 November 19 
Plant Geneticist. Wheat Reseai 
institute. New Zealand 1929- 
Chief Executive Officer 1942- 
Director, Crop Research Divisi 
of Sci *ntific a 

I ^^^searcKNewZeala 

Chl ^' qf Pit 

Industry, CSIRO, Australia l9$i- 

rner hber qf Executive 1962-66, Hi 
F eUow 1966- 
JS twice rnarrn 

dled Canberra 21 November n 
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Reinette l’Oranaise 


REINETTE CORANAISE played a 
pivotal role both in the preservation 
of an important historic body of 
North African music and poetry; 
the Arab-Andalus repertoire, cre- 
ated by the expelled Jewish inhab- 
itants of Spain, and in introducing 
it to a European audience. 

She was born Sultana Daoud in 
1918 in Tiaret, a hill town with 
strong Bedouin culture in western 
Algeria and lost her sight as a result 
of smallpox aged two. Until her 
early teens she studied at a school 
for the blind in Algiers, before her 
mother; realising the child had a 


promising voice, decided to en- 
courage her to take 14) music. She 
studied with the celebrated musician 
Saoud Medioni, “Saoud I’Oranais", 
an expert in Arab-Andalus music 
who operated a music cafe in the 
Jewish quarter of the port of Oran. 

Medioni became Daoud’s patron 
and mentoc and gave her her nick- 
name, Reinette l’Oranaise: “Quee- 
nie from Oran". She devoted herself 
to his tutelage: “My master was veiy 
strict," she recalled later “I never 
bothered about the audience, I just 
wanted to please him." 

L’Oranaise learnt lute, mandolin 


and the small derbouka hand drum, 
and a huge repertoire of songs, in- 
cluding Bedouin folklore, the chant- 
ed Arabic texts of the Muslim 
sheikhs, mi, the ancestor of the style 
currently transformed into chart- 
topping pop music in France, and 
above all, the long, complex Arab- 
Andalus sung poems, some dating 
back to the 12th century. 

By memorising much of this un- 
written material through constant 
repetition and endless diction prac- 
tise - the archaic literary’ language 
was strictly the d omain of rabbis, 
imams and scholars - I'Oranaise 


preserved a body of work which 
would otherwise have died with its 
last performers. 

In 1938, Medioni moved to Paris, 
where he opened a music cafe in the 
Rue du Faubourg Montmartre. 
LiOranaise briefly joined him. but he 
encouraged her to return to make 
her name in Algeria. Shortly after 
she did, Medioni was arrested by 
the Nazis and died in a concentra- 
tion camp. 

to Algiers in the 1940s. Reinette 
I’Oranaise achieved national suc- 
cess, joining the fashionable female 
orchestra of Meriem Fekkai and 


broadcasting twice weekly on Radio 
Algiers. She acquired an accompa- 
nist, the pianist Mustapha Skan- 
dranL who would be associated with 
her for the rest of her life. 

Algerian independence in 1961 
put an end to this phase of her ca- 
reer. Siding with those who would 
have had Algeria remain French, 
Reinette became a pied-noir. exiled 
in Paris, where her musical activi- 
ty was restricted to parties and 
restaurant performances within the 
north African Jewish community of 
the Marais and Belleville. 

to 1985 Reinette 1'Oranaise's per- 


formances came to the attention of 
a coterie of Paris journalists who 
were beginning to write on the 
music of France’s huge north 
African community, and an article on 
her in the paper Libdratim led to 
considerable media and public in- 
terest to 1986 1 met her backstage 
after a concert at the Cafe de la 
Danse near Bastille, sipping cham- 
pagne, dressed in pink sequins and 
accepting the adulation of young vis- 
itors a quarter of her age with slight 
confusion and extreme modesty. 

to 1987 she performed at the 
Purcell Room, in London, acco in- 
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Marc Karlin 
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MARC KARLIN was the most significant 
unknown film-maker working in Britain 
during the past three decades. He was 
a central figure in the radical avant- 
garde of the 1970s and made a major con- 
tribution to the shaping of Channel 4. 

As a director he crafted innovative 
and passionate films for both Channel 
4 and BBC2. He was tireless in the 
tiianldess tasks of funding, producing 
and distributing Vertigo, an influential 
magazine for film and televison criticism, 
and always generous towards other 
film-makers -with ideas, support and ac- 
cess to equipment. Yet his modesty and 
rigour, his intellectualism and intoler- 
ance of anything he considered lazy or 
in bad faith, conspired with the trends 
towards corporatism in television to ren- 
der him and his work all but invisible. 

Among his many passions, in addition 
to Arsenal, were English churches and 
that great radical English poet. John Mil- 
toa Yet Karlin, who read Liberation and 
loved the songs of Jacques Brel, always 
seemed truly European. As a child just 
after the Second World War, he lived 
in Paris, and it was that city and its 
culture of cinema which formed his 
understanding of film. 

In the mid-1960s he studied theatre 
direction in London but he was soon 
caught up in film-making and in the 
Paris events of May 1968. Dispatched to 
a railway depot, he was expected to pro- 
duce what with a wry smile, he recalled 
as "newsreels for the revolution”. In- 
stead, and in part under the influence 
of the great film essayist Chris Mark- 
er. he made Dead Mans Wheel , a film 
about a train driver which combines a 
deep respect for one human being with 
? an analysis of one political, social and 
cultural moment 

Karlin was a political film-maker his 
socialist and libertarian beliefs frame 
every sequence he constructed. Yet his 
concern with the truths that an image 
can reveal ensured that his films avoid 
agit-prop and instead celebrate com- 
plexity. ambiguity and understanding. In 
the 1970s in London he was a member 
of two important film-making collectives, 
first Cinema Action and then the 
Berwick Street Collective. Night Clean- 
ers, made by the Berwick Street Col- 
lective about the work and activism of 
the women who clean London's offices, 
is a defining film of this time, combin- 
/oing formalist experiment and political 
■^WiU with an unsentimental humanity. 

As a fourth television channel took 
shape, Karlin lobbied with conviction for 
diversity to be at the heart of its oper- 
ations; independent production, he ar- 
gued, should not be just an economic 
idea but a cultural one too. He sought 
to support the different, the innovative. 


and he understood much about the im- 
peratives of finding new forms to ex- 
press new ideas, and about why the old 
ways - of speaking, of thinking of using 
images - are frequently inadequate. 

My own first memory of Marc Kar- 
lin is from this time. I encountered him 
peering intently at a sequence of frame 
grabs from the American drama Holo- 
caust pinned to a cork board in his 
chaotic office. Preparing his two-hour 
documentary For Memory for the BBC 
and the British Film Institute, he was 
seeking to get the frames to reveal their 
betrayal of barbaric acts. The film, 
which took more than three years to 
complete, was a challenging, rich, slow- 
paced and uncompromising engage- 
ment with history and the fragility of 
memory. Puzzled by a project which 
refused to conform to the expected 
etiquette of programmes, the BBC con- 
signed its screening to an anonymous 
afternoon slot 

Two series for Channel 4, one on the 
aftermath of the revolution in Nicaragua 


One film he made , 
The Serpent, was 
about a man who 
meets in a dream 
the Satan of 
Paradise Lost, 
personified as 
Rupert Murdoch 


and one on Utopias and the dreams of 
different socialisms, occupied much of 
the 1980s for Karlin. Both were made 
with extraordinary love and commit- 
ment. and he stretched the budgets to 
give himself the time he required for the 
process. He took little reward, howev- 
er, and by working too hard and too long 

he exploited himself but, as is rare in 
television, never others. 

After Between Times in 1993, which 
explored the internal uncertainties of the 
British Left, Karlin made two delight- 
ful and often funny documentaries, one 
on the paintings of py Ttoombly and one, 
The Serpent, about a man who meets 
in a dream the Satan of Paradise Lost, 
personified as Rupert Murdoch. Both 
films. like all his work, were only 
tightly disguised autobiography and 
both reflected an optimistic and 
unswerving belief in people's individual 



A political film-maker: Karlin in Nicaragua in 1983-84 


ability to resist the brutalising forces 
of contemporary society. 

Much of the last year, in addition to 
bringing out Vertigo and organising a 
conference about the future of inde- 
pendent film, was spent on a script about 
Milton and on The Haircut, a 10- minute 
film with Heathcote Williams. It was en- 
tirely typical of Karlin that I was sum- 
moned, as its commissioner, more than 
a dozen times to review small but, for 
him. fundamental changes. 

Around the viewings, there were al- 
ways long, searching and supportive con- 
versations: about football about Channel 
4, about the hypocrisy of New Labour 
about his anger at the constraints which 
prevented people from tiring full and 
free lives, and about his precious fam- 
ily. He would also read aloud passages 
of Paradise Lost, and there seemed 
nothing incongruous about this radical, 


committed, modern man speaking the 
words of a 17th-century poet. 

The Milton script locates Paradise 
Lost amongst a group of eccentric in- 
tellectuals in a London of the near 
future. Kariin made a film test in which, 
because he could not afford an actor, he 
played the character of “The Master". 
He claimed to be uneasy with the role, 
a dominant recluse-like figure con- 
cerned above all to pass on the lessons 
of history and the revdlutionaiy strengths 
of Milton’s verse to later generations. 
But he had, of course, written it in his 
own image. 

JOHN WYVER 

Marc Irving Karlin, film-maker: bom 
Aarau, Switzerland 7 March 1943; 
married 1982 Hermione Harris ( one 
son, one daughter); died London 19 
January 3999. 
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Historical notes 

HENRY HOBHOUSE 

Coca leaves in an 
age of innocence 


EVEN BEFORE Rachel Car- 
son's Silent Spring (1963), 
many were worried about 
human influence mi the nat- 
ural world Few thought of 
what the natural world did to 
them; the story was always 
the other way, and always 
tending to the subjective, 
Indian villagers near jungles 
not feeling as light-hearted 
about tigers as do Western 
environmentalists. 

Plants are usually only 
believed important if species 
are endangered or if mono- 
culture destroys habitat But 
plants have exerted a 
marked influence on history. 
Seeds cf Change argues the 
case for quinine, sugar, tea, 
cotton and the potato. Pub- 
lished in 1985, it made the 
case for the first time. Many 
more than five plants ware 
stocfiedbutrejected-pepper 
maize, rubber; etc. The cri- 
terion was that they “trans- 
formed the world". Quinine 
made possible European over- 
seas empires; sugar turned 
the Caribbean black; tea ac- 
celerated the destruction of 
China; cotton increased 
Southern slavery tenfold; 
potatoes caused toe rise of ihe 
Irish population and the 
greening of two cities - Bos- 
ton and New Ybrk. Tb these 
five case histories has now 
been added a sixth - coca - 
the precursor of cocaine and 
of crack. 

When the Spanish arrived 
in the Andes, coca leaves 
were widely used by the 
Incan 61ite and by those 
whose work demanded un- 


usual exertion at high attitude 
- messengers, for example. 
Coca leaves, chewed, or 
drunk as an infiision, do not 
create addiction in man or 
beast The Incan use of coca 
leaves saved food, improved 
red corpuscle efficiency, in- 
creased concentration, re- 
duced fatigue and altitude 
sickness and near-doubled 
what a man can carry above 
3,000 metres. Taken before re- 
tiring at night coca leaves en- 
courage deep sleep - not 
always enjoyed at high alti- 
tudes; all this can be proved 
today. Leaf-use was rationed 
by the Incas but banned 
within a generation by the 
Spanish bishops. This was 
because coca was mind- 
altering and said to compete 
with Christian belief, but the 
ban cfid not long survive. 

It was too expedient, too 
profitable, to use coca leaves 
to cheapen output in the An- 
dean mines. At the new stiver 
mine at Fotosi u 4,000ft) coca 
replaced food and money. In- 
dian serfs laboured for the 
Spanish, their grim lives fore- 
shortened by the (new) mer- 
cury extraction process, their 
drudgery only made bear- 
able because of coca. After in- 
dependence in the 1820s, use 
of coca leaf became universal 
in the Andes but was still 
innocently non-addictive. 

Victorians tended to con- 
fuse refinement with purity 
and not only in social matters. 
Refined sugar, bread and 
drugs were considered 
“purer” and more virtuous 
than primary antecedents. 


but they did not know that 
purify encourages addiction. 

Coca leaves became co- 
caine hydroxide in the 1850s 
and followed three routes. 
Liquefied cocaine made pos- 
sible eye and mouth surgery 
and became the local anaes- 
thetic par excellence: cocaine 
was used ethically- in exper- 
iments to defy’ fatigue and 
hunger and in early psycho- 
analysis - notably by Sigmund 
Freud. Thirdly, it became a 
recreation drink, included in 
the original Coca-Cola. Dur- 
ing the 1920s, after legal re- 
straints, cocaine became the 
drug of choice of the demi- 
monde, of night-dubs and film 
studios, especially in Berlin. 
New York and Hollywood. 

Cheap flights from the 
Andes to the US increased the 
drug traffic a hundredfold 
between 1940 and 1970 and 
the 1960s culture encouraged 
drug use - “What I put into 
my body is my own busi- 
ness." 1 he world- wide trade 
in cocaine lat street prices) is 
now larger than the UKGDR 
but drug abuse can never 
be personal and cocaine 
and crack are much more 
addictive than other drugs. 

It is argued that there 
seems to be no obvious com- 
promise between Dutch tol- 
erance and the savage 
prohibitions of Singapore. It 
is also true that no one can 
anticipate the unintended 
consequences of any policy. 

Henry Hobhouse is the 
author qf 'Seeds of Change' 
(Pa permac, £12) 
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Jacques Lecoq 




ALTHOUGH ms name was little known 
to the general public, even in France, 
Jacques Lecoq had a reputation in the 
theatre the importance of which can 
hardly be exaggerated. He was a tea- 
cher unlike any other, a perfectionist 
A who inspired many - probably most - 
~ of toe leading actors and dancers of his 
time and who brought the art of mime 
up to the level of the greatest actings 
He was also a taskmaster who ac- 
cepted nothing less than perfection 
from those who worked with him and the 
stories of his severity are legendary. 
Those who could not achieve his stan- 
dards had good reason to dislike him. 

Bom in Paris in 1921, he was inter- 
ested in the theatre from early youth, 
but also in sport and bis particular art 
lay in combining the two, teaching 
physical education when still a teenag- 
er and applying yoga principles to the 
art of movement, so that the body was 
always thought of as a whole, moving as 
one: mind, muscles, flesh and bone a 
single harmonious entity. 

He persuaded Jacques Copea u, in- 
heritor of the mantle of Stanislavsky, 
Gordon Craig and others revolting 
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against the naturalist theatre, to allow 
him to introduce body movement into 
the training of his actors. Jean-Louis 
Barrault's famous mime scenes in Les 
Enfants du Paradis (1945) are a good 
example of the results he was able to 
achieve. Lecoq also took ideas from An- 
tonin Artaud to bring greater physical- 
fly into the drama and get stronger 
reactions from audiences who were ac- 
customed to being mildly entertained by 
plays about people like themselves. 

He founded his own school in 1956 
and numbered Yves Robert and the 
FrOres Jacques among his early stu- 
dents and followers. He had more than 
5.000 students from 70 countries and a 
high proportion came from Britain. To 
study for a wbiie with Jacques Lecoq be- 
came a necessary part of an actor’s 
training. Some, like the writer PJ. Ka- 
vanagh, who left the theatre shortly 
afterwards, have described the rigours 
of his course. 

He taught more than mime, but it is 
for mime that he was best known, and 
also for bringing back into the theatre 
the poetic rituals of the 18th century and 
the armmedia deWarte, to which some 


of his followers, such as Dario Fb, have 
created a modern equivalent 

Most of the more experimental and 
successful current French troupes first 
developed their ideas from his teaching 
they include Ariane Mnouchkine tof 
Theatre du Solefl), Jorge Lavelli, Luc 
Bondy and theatre and film directors 
from many countries. Many companies 
have actors, dancers, writers, architects 
and psychoanalysts who devise shows 
along his guidelines, such as the fash- 
ionable London-based Theatre de Com- 
plicity Like Artaud and Barrault Lecoq 
believed in a total theatre that would 
break down the artificial barrier between 
stage and audience. 

After his period with Copeau, Lecoq 
went for a time to Padua, where he met 
the sculptor Amieto Sartori and devel- 
oped an interest in masks and mask- 
making, which accorded well with the 
Italian comedies of Gozzi and Goldoni, 
from whom he had already developed 
new theatrical ideas. 

This led to collaborations in plays 
using masks with Giorgio Strehler in 
Milan and elsewhere, and the stylised 
neutrality which a mask imposes on an 
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actor became an important feature of 
his training. He performed himself; 
although infrequently, but those who saw 
his one-man show with its precision of 
gesture, total concentration and con- 
stant movement around a still point 
were fortunate. 

Lecoq eschewed fashion and the 
various fads and short-lived movements 
-mainly to feed a particular ego -that 
paralleled his working life, remaining 


true to his own principles of discipline: 
control of body and diction and move- 
ment experienced and projected as 
one. In a book of conversations assem- 
bled by two collaborators Jacques 
Lecoq explained his techniques and 
principles. It is entitled Le Corps poe- 
tupi^unenseignemenldela creation 
the&trale (1998). His school continues 
to this day, and the number of his 
pupils and followers will ensure that his 
ideas continue well into the future. 

John C aider 

Jacques Lecoq, actor and teacher: 
bom Paris 15 December 1921; twice 
married (three sons, one daughter); 
died Paris 19 January 1999. 
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Engagements 

The Princess Royal Patron, 
Victim Support Scotland, 
launches the Victim Support 
City of Glasgow Service at Joce- 
lyn Square, Glasgow; visits 
Glasgow University Media 
Group at the Mass Media Unit, 
South park Avenue, Glasgow; 
opens Strathclyde University’s 
Institute for Biomedical Sci- 
ences, Taylor Street; visits 
Strathclyde Police Headquar- 
ters, Pitt Street; and attends a 
dinner given by the City Council 
at the City Chambers, to receive 
an award for her contribution to 


* 


to organisations supporting 
disadvantaged individuals. 

Changing of the guard 


*The Household Cavalry Mount- 
ed Regiment mounts toe 
Queen’s Life Guard at Horse 
Guards, liam. 


Birthdays 

Mr Alan Alda, actor; 63; Mr 
Bobby Baft, comedian, 55; 
Mr Mikhail Baryshnikov, 
dancer; 51; Mr Acker Bilk, 
jazz clarinettist, 69; Miss 
Enid Castle, former Princi- 
pal, Cheltenham Ladies* Col- 
lege. 63; Sir Oliver 
Chesterton, chartered sur- 
veyor, 86; Mr James Gran 
MP, 55; Ms Janet Dean MP, 
49; Mr John Edmonds, gen- 
eral secretary GMB, 55; Mr 
Michael Falcon, former 
chairman, Norwich Union 
Insurance, 71; Mr Gfyn 
Ford, MER 49; Sir Anthony 
Garner, parliamentary and 
public affair s consultant, 72; 
Miss Frances Gomley, tele- 
vision and radio producer 
and broadcaster; 44; Mr 
John Hughes, former Princi- 
pal. RusMn College, Oxford, 


72; Mr Bin Jordan, general 
secretary, Interna t ional Con- 
federation of Free Trade 
Unions, 63; Sir Timothy Kit- 
son, chairman. Provident 
Financial pic, 68; Professor 
David Lodge, writer; 64; The 
Rev David Morris, MER 69; 
Mr Dan Norris MP, 38; Mr 
Claes Oldenburg, pop artist, 
70; Mr Gordon Prentice 
MP, 4& Mr Nick Price, 
golfer; 42; Mr Nick Rayns- 
ford MP, Minister for Lon- 
don and Construction, 54; 
Maj-Geu Martin Sinnatt, 
former senior executive and 
secretary. Kennel Club, 71; 
Sir Trevor Sbeet, former 
MR 81; Mr Ian Sloane, 
ambassador to Mongolia, 61; 
Professor John Thvener, 
composer; 55; Mr David 
Thompson, former chair- 
man, Rank Xerox UK, 67; Sir 
Michael Whir, former diplo- 


mat, 74; The Rev Barring- 
ton White, former Principal 
Regent’s Park College, Ox- 
ford. 65; The Right Rev 
James Whyte, former Mod- 
erator of toe General Assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland, 
79; Lord Windlesham, Prin- 
cipal Brasenose College, 
Oxford, 67; Mr Robert 
\tyatt, rock musician, 54. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Sir Henry Morton 
Stanley, explorer; 1841; Artur 
Rubinstein, pianist, 1889. 
Deaths: Sir Francis Drake, 
safloi; at sea 1596; Sir 
Thomas Bodley, founder of 
the Bodleian library, 1613; 
William Butler Yeats, poet 
and playwright 1939. On this 
day; the Diet of Worms 
began. 1521; the Independent 


on Sunday was first pub- 
lished. 1990. Today is the 
Feast Day of St Amadeus of 
Lausanne, St Paulin us of 
Aquileia, St Peter Nolasco, 
St Peter Thomas and St 
Thomas Aquinas. 


Lectures 

National Portrait Gallery: 
John Cooper; “The Trial and 
Execution of King Charles I”, 
1.10pm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Amelia Fearn, 
“20th-century Jewellery and 
Wencfy Ramshaw”, 2pm. 
British Museum: Christo- 
pher Date, “Introducing 
'Building the British Muse- 
um’ ”, 11.30am. 

Tate Gallery: Edwin Aitkin, 
“Colour and Form: Matisse 
and Picasso", 1pm. 


Post Gazette announcements to the Gazette Editor, The Independent, telephone 0171-293 2012 
(24-hour answering machine 0171-293 2011} or fax to 0171-293 2010. Please give a daytime telephone number. 


Copying news cuttings 
breached copyright 


THE COPYING of newspaper 
cuttings by Marks & 
Spencer for distribution 
within its organisation 
amounted to breach of the 
copyright of the Newspaper 
Licensing Agency in the 
typographical arrangement 
in the newspapers. 

The plaintiff owned toe copy- 
right in the typographical 
arrangement in a laige number 
of national and regional news- 
papers. The defendant made 
copies of cuttings from news- 
papers and distributed them 
within its organisation. The 
plaintiff brought proceedings 
seeking to establish that the 
defendant, by so doing, was 
infrin ging its copyright. 

The defendant contended 
that it was entitled to make and 
distribute the copies on the 
ground that such conduct did 
not constitute an infringement 
of the plaintiff’s copyright be- 
cause toe copying was not of a 
substantial part of toe copyright 
work; and because, even if it 
were, it constituted fair dealing 
for the purposes of reporting 
current events within the 
meaning of section 30(2) of the 
Copyright Designs and Patents 
Act 1988. 

Kevin Garnett QC (Herbert 
Smith) for the plaintfffj Michael 
SUverleaf QC and Mark Van- 
hegan (Robert foens) for the 
defendant 

Mr Justice Lightman said 
that the first question to be 
considered was whether the 
plaintiff was entitled to copy- 
right in each individual article 
in the newspapers or only in 
each newspaper as a whole. If 
it was entitled to copyright in 
each article, no question could 
arise whether the copies made 


Thursday 
Law Report 

28 JANUARY 1999 

Newspaper Licensing 
Agency Ltd v 
Marks & Spencer pic 

Chancery Division 
[Lightman J) 

19 January 1999 

constituted substantial parts 
of the copyright work; the 
question could only arise if toe 
copyright was confined to the 
newspapers as a whole. 

Under the provisions of sec- 
tions 1(1X0 and 8(1) of the 
Copyright Act 1956, where a lit- 
erary work or part of a literary 
work was published, copyright 
subsisted in the typographical 
arrangement of that edition or 
version of the work as distin- 
guished from the typographical 
arrangements of other editions 
or versions. 

In the case of a newspaper 
made up of a number of differ- 
ent articles, each separate 
article was a literary work and 
the typographical arrangement 
of each separate article was 
accordingly a copyright work. 
The copies of the cuttings made 
by toe defendant were, there- 
fore, copies of substantial parts 
Of toe works in which the plain- 
tiff was entitled to copyright 

A defendant invoking the 
fair dealing defence in section 
30(2) of toe Copyright Designs 
and Patents Act 1988 had 
first to establish that the deal- 
ing with toe copyright work 
was part of an exercise of 
‘‘reporting current events". 


Secondly, he had to establish 
that the way the current events 
were reported was in allthe cir- 
cumstances fair, having regard 
in particular to the interests of 
the copyright owner and bow 
they were affected, the activi- 
ty carried on by toe reporter, 
whether the copyright owner 
and the reporter were in com- 
petition, the extent to which the 
copyright work was copied and 
whether the report could rea- 
sonably have been made in a 
manner less intrusive upon the 
copyright owner's rights. 

It was quite clear that the 
cuttings circulated and dis- 
tributed by the defendant went 
for beyond reporting current 
events. They included inter- 
views; comparisons of prod- 
ucts of other retailers; reviews; 
literary articles on choice of un- 
derwear advice on matters in- 
cluding fashion accessories and 
financial matters; and person- 
al interest stories. On no sen- 
sible baas could the copying of 
the cuttings fall within the 
scope of the defence afforded by 
section 30<2>. 

In view of that, it was also 
clear that the course followed 
by the defendant did not con- 
stitute “fair dealing”. It might 
be that it would be impractica- 
ble for toe defendant to circu- 
late and distribute the material 
within the time frame it 
considered essential without 
adopting toe copying proce- 
dures which it had implement- 
ed. That did nol however: mean 
that it was entitled to override 
the rights of toe plaintiff It 
should either adopt a method of 
bypassing the copyright or 
take toe licence proffered by 
the plaintiff 

Kate O'Hanlon 
Barrister 


THE WHITE House lawyer 
who denounced the House 
prosecutors’ "legal murhbo 
jumbo” did not know what 
he was saying. The expres- 
sion for meaningless talk 
probably derives from 
Mama Dyumbo, protective 
spirit of the Khassonbee 
tribe in Senegal, found in 
the 19tb century: tbe 
chanting of its apparent 


WORDS 

Christopher 

hawtree 

mum bo jumbo, n. and adj. 

powers Is used to keep 
wives in order, hence 
something foolishly wor- 
shipped, which mutated 
into its current meaning. 


Whatever, it is surety 01- 
advised in politically correct 
America to nse a word 
which most anger informed 
Afrtoan-Amcarlcans and fem- 
inists. Meanwhile, will 
Monty Python's revival in- 
clude the Drury Lane char- 
acter Mrs Miggeibaiter? “i 
don’t like darbies!" shrieks 
John Cleese. “She doesn't 
like darkies . . . who does?” 






Do trial separations ever work? 

Brian’s been living with his girlfriend for three years, but things haven’t been going well, despite lots of talking. ° ? 
she wants a trial separation. He worries that once they split, they’ll never get back together. Should he hang on, or 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


Dilemmas 


READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 



rian's right to be ner- 
vous. The word ‘'trial" 
is always one to be 
waiy of. It's like those 
free “trial" offers from 
magazines. You accept them for 
free for three months and then, 
blow me, you forget to cancel the 
standing order and get yourself 
lumbered with some ghastly 
consumer magazine for the rest of 
the year. 

A “trial" anything is usually a 
trial in every nuance of the word. 
It's a try-out, certainly but it’s also 
a torture. And in the case of a sep- 
aration, who, anyway knows what 
the rules are? I once had a trial 
separation with a boyfriend and 
when I asked him whether he ex- 
pected us to sleep with other 
people he just exploded “Frankly 
I don't know how you can ask such 
a question!" he shouted I still have 
no idea what he meant 

Brian says that he and his girl- 
friend have been talking about 
their relationship for ages, and stQl 
nothing's been resolved. So what 
on earth would be gained by hang- 
ing on? And anyway, how humil- 
iating for him. He's been told to get 
out politely it's true, but get out 
all the same. 

If he were Mr Cool, he would 
have packed his bags full of as 
many possessions as possible, 
and left that very afternoon, rather 
than hanging on in there waiting 
for my reply. He should have shut 


the front dooq leaving no for- 
warding address, and saying he'd 
be in touch in three months’ time, 
and he should have left his girl- 
friend reeling, wondering whether 
the suggestion she'd made was 
right or not And then he should 
have vanished from the fare of the 
earth, like a spy, making absolutely 
certain that there was no way she 
could get in touch with him. A 
trusted mutual friend could have 
collected his post every week, or 
behispostrestante. 

When my husband-to-be tel- 
though he didn’t know that at the 
time) decided that he needed 
spare to sort himself out by going 
to Canada for six months, I re- 
sponded by not ringing or writing 
at alL He was back within two 
months, having made a date at the 
register office. 

No one likes splitting up. Even 
Brian’s girlfriend would probably 
prefer it ifthey could stay together: 
But clearly the situation’s become 
unbearable for her. And almost 
certainly she's suggested a trial 
separation to take the edge off 
what she really means, which is: 
“I don’t love you or fancy you any 
more. Get out!” 

Trial separations are often a 
way to dodge the violent rows, the 
fireworks, the recriminations, of a 
real separation. This tactic doesn’t 
usually work. All you are doing, by 
suggesting a trial separation, is 
putting off the evil day when you 


do have to tell someone to get out 
of your life, and you get the anger 
and upset then. 

Unless there are children in* 
volved, once you have agreed on 
a trial separation, that’s what it 
should be. There should be no 
weekly dinners, or twice-weekly 
phone calls, or “But we said we’d 
go to your sister’s wedding to- 
gether, so we’d pretend every- 
thing’s OPTs. All that would mean 
is that, from different points of the 
compass, you’d set out, both self- 
conscious. both miserably un- 
comfortable, kind of pretending 
that you were together but know- 
ing you weren’t 

'Dial separations, rather 
like holidays, soon widen the 
cracks in a relationship. 

Once one (and it only 
takes one) unhappy 
partner has had a 
taste of freedom that 
he or she finds lib- 
erating and fen, 
there’s sadly 
never any 
going back. 

Brian had 
better get the 
message. Al- 
most certain- 
ly, it’s over. 

By leaving as 
soon as possi- 
ble, at least be 
will retain a little 
bit of dignify. 


WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 


This is a bid for freedom 
Brian is right to feel concerned. 



partner that we should have a 
“trial separation” because things 
were starting logo wrong though 
no other person was involved. Al- 
though I told her - and myself - 
that we both needed “space” to 
think and find ourselves, the truth 
was that I was desperate to get out, 
and was too much of a coward to 
be honest about it 

Whatever Brian decides to do, 
he does need to acknowledge that 
the “separation" his partner is ask- 
ing for may well be a euphemism 
for “freedom". 

ANONYMOUS 


from the Chinese: “If you want 
something badty enough, letit 8?* 
Kit comes back, it is for you. If it 

doesn’t, it was not meant far you." 

IAIN COWAN 
Sevenoaks, Kent 


Brian’s partner is moving on 
No one wants a painful separation. 
But Brian can’t bang on, even if he 
wants to. His urge to cling is a 
■symptom of his dependency and 
the probable reason why t h i n gs 


aren’t working. Brian is stotkand 

his partner is moving on. Haroas 
it may be, he must let go. In The 
Dance qf Intimacy, Harriet Lern- 
er says: “real closeness occurs ... 
not when it is pursued or de- 
manded ... but when both individ- 
uals work consistently on their own 

selves.” If he uses this to raise his 
self-esteem, he’ll be better equi- 
pped, in time, to face the future. 

ANTHONY ROSE 
London SW4 


If you want hen let her go 
Brian’s relationship with his 
girlfriend hasn't been good 
far some time and he’s tried 
with her far three years, so 
I would suggest he goes 
along with her wish. 

The length of time two 
people have lived together 
doesn’t come into it; if they 
are aware that all is not well 
and, despite fallring about it, 
is still not showing any signs 
of improvement, that is the time 
to decide that a break may be the 
only answer Breaking up with 
someone you love is bound to be 
painful but is far preferable to 
creaking along to finally fizzle out 
I recently came across a saying 


Next week's dilemma 


Dear Virginia, 

My friend Philip is a highly 
intelligent man cf 40, with 
two brilliant degrees. He’s a 
member ofMensa and has a 
uxmderjul personality. The 
problem is, he suffers from 
depression. He’s had years cf 
psychotherapy, and takes 
daily medication which has 
been successful He’s been 
sectioned under the Mental 
Health Act jour times, but has 
successfully appealed 
against ECT which rightly 
terrifies him. He’s been dear 
qf disabling bouts qf 
depression jbr six years now, 
andhappywifh family and 
small children. The problem 
is that though he applies jbr 
jobs and is often successful at 


interview, he’s turned down 
by employers token they 
discover his medical history. 
This smacks qf prejudice to 
me, but how can / help him? 
He's just been knocked back 
yet again, and I can see die 
beginnings of the onset qf 
another depressive episode. 
Yours sincerely, Peter 


Anyone who has advice 
quoted wdlbe sent a bouquet 
from Interflora. Send letters 
and dilemmas to Virginia 
Ironside, The Independent • 1 
Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 5DL,fax 
0171-293 2182, ar email 
dileimnas@independentco.iik 
- giving a postal address jbr 
the bouquet 


What about the bath? ‘I’ve 


never cleaned it per se’ 


by Martin Newell 
The Devil You Knew 


Slovenliness is a feminist issue, it seems. If we’re all so sick of housework, why 


The Devil is to lose his old image. A Vatican 
commission, which is reviewing its outdated 
exorcism procedures, will this week remould 
the Devil's cloven-footed image into a more 
mundane, bland definition, compatible with 
modern ideas of ‘psychological disturbance*. 


do we bother doing it? Emma Cook talks to women who’ve laid down the duster 



■ennifer G rims haw stares at 
her carpet and frowns for a 
moment, deep in concentra- 
tion. Or maybe it’s a grimace. 
It's hard to tell in this light: 
rivulets ofbrown dirt coverall the win- 
dows. Dust hair and other detritus 
clings to the nylon pile. She wipes her 
finger across a small coffee tahle, leav- 
ing a dark brown trail. “A Hoover you 
say. Mm m. When did I last use one? 
Now that's a difficult one. Five years 
at least, Td say. I can't think why I 
should start using one now." The gri- 
mace torus to a smile of satisfaction. 

Jennifer, a businesswoman in her 
forties, is cheerfully self-righteous 
about her attitude to housework. Her 
fiat is a temple to dirt untouched by 
dustec Hoover brush, doth and scour- 
er. Jennifer’s reasons for not dealing 
are numerous and often original. 
There is thought behind her squalor. 

"For a start, dusting just creates 
static. Also I can’t justify the energy 
wastage by the community who cre- 
ate all these labour-saving things. 
There are better things to do. Anyway 
dust doesn’t kill you," she says, 
handing me an ancient sludge- 
coloured mug of something that 
resembles Oxo soup but is described 
as Earl Grey tea. “There is logic too. 
It's all down to saving my efforts. 
Everything is at hand - why put 
things away?" 

She takes a dim view of women who 
waste their hours on household tasks. 
“I suspect it's the only way they can 
control their environment There’s an 
element of self-help, a need of inter- 
nal control when externally they feel 
they have very’ little." 

One can only assume Jennifer feels 
she has immense control over her ex- 
ternal environment It would explain 
why the interior of her small ninth-floor 
flat in a tower block just off London's 
Baker street would make Miss Hav- 
isham's look like Mr Sheen's place in 
comparison. 

Credit-card 'rills are piled up next 
to the sink. An obstacle course of plas- 
tic bags litters the floor (“Why both- 
er with bins hidden in units when you 
can put the rubbish straight in like 
this?" she says, aiming a teabag at an 
already overflowing bag). 

To look at the floor, though, you re- 
ailv need a strong stomach. The edges 
of the worn, orangey lino are siniwj 
to what looks like black treade topped 
with grey fluff It gets worse. Every sur- 
face of Jennifer's bathroom is yellow. 
What about the bath? “I’ve never 
cleaned it per se. HI rinse it out after 
I use it I use elbow’ grease, not Ji£" 
And the loo? “Oh. that gets done 
whenever the gunk builds up," she 
says cheerfully. 




The Devil packed his binbag 
And clearing out his desk, 
Said: “Frankly, I’m astonished. 

It’s almost Kafkaesque 
You could say that I'm gutted 
They’ve sacked me in effect 
But that’s the problem these days 
You don’t get the respect 
The thing that makes me sickest? 
This myth they're putting out, 
That EMI somehow triumphs 
If good men sit about. 


Jennifer Grimshaw. ‘Everything is at hand - why put things away?’ 


Mark ChUvers 


Still, even if some of Jennifer’s 
habits, or lack of them, were enough 
to put me off my tea, her sentiments 
are admirable. “I don’t like the as- 
sumption that I should be ashamed 
about my attitude to cleaning. I'm not 
a sociable person out to impress so 
why should I bother?” Instead, she 
spends her time reading, meeting 
friends and going to the theatre. "A 
woman’s role used to be to fight 
against infection but we live in a far 
deaner world now;” she reflects. “This 
level of dirt you see here is what a 
dean latfy at the beginning of the cen- 
tury could only dream of" 

Vicky Keane. 2 L, is as resistant to 
housework as Jennifer and advocates 
a seductive philosophy: feminism 
through slovenliness. “It is political for 
me. I live with seven other girls here 
and every surface is covered in wine 
bottles, ashtrays, dirty clothes and old 
washing up. So what? I just think if it 


was blokes, no one would look twice” 
A student of history, literature and phi- 
losophy, Vicky has no time in her life 
for domestic duties. “Iron?" she spits. 
“Til never use one of those. No way, 
ever in my life. I’ve never touched a 
Hoover either” 


her young son saw a toy ironing board 
at play school and started setting out 
knives and forks on it It was the first 
time he’d laid eyes on one and be as- 
sumed it was a kitchen table 
If only there were more female do- 
mestic slobs around. Then we wouldnt 


' Iron V she spits. ‘I’ll never use one of those. Vue 
never touched a Hoover either 1 


Viclty is, she insists, extremely hy- 
gienic and claims to be the onfy girl 
in the household to dean the lavato- 
ry. “Hygiene is a different issue. That’s 
really important But I really like the 
fact that I'm messy. I revel in it” 

So does a friend of mine who has, 
impressively, entered motherhood 
and still not ironed a thi ng Recently, 


have to put up with the inevitable and 
depressing news from so maqy house- 
hold surveys. The Office for National 
Statistics, for instance, carried out 
its first-ever stuefy into housework last 
year. Surprise, surprise, it discovered 
women do acres more housework 
than men - every day women spend 
68 minutes cooking, 25 minutes 


washing, 46 minutes shopping and 70 
minutes cleaning. 

The question is, why do they cany 
on doing it? Inadequate childcare, eco- 
nomic inequality and lazy men are all 
factors, of course. But there are other 
reasons too; fear, shame, maybe, and 
ingrained habit 

Vicky’s approach is perhaps the 
most helpfliL Laaness, ironically is the 
most effective form of direct action. 
And it works. Personally, I’ve only 
cleaned the kitchen and sitting room 
twice in the last six months. The 
bath, even less. Which means my 
boyfriend bas to do it He moans, but 
in the face of my intractable languor, 
he has no choice. When it comes to 
housework, liberation through inertia 
is the onfy way forward. 


That's rubbish, for a starter. 

To propagate your gloom 
You've got to know your product 
- And how to work a room 
Locate your market leaders 
Like Ignorance and War 
Present them to your client-base 
But leave them wanting more. 
often down to finding 
for idle hands 

Old-fashioned single-tasking 
Which no one understands 


Video Nation’s ’Coming Clean: The 
Truth About Housework’ starts on 2 
February, BBC2 
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Monsieur 
Monet, Jr 

Jean-Marie Toulgouat grew up surrounded by his 
j great-grandfather's work. Now he too is a painter But 
does the influence run any deeper? By Louise Jury 
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ean-Marie Toulgouat 
grew up in one of the 
most famous gardens in 
the world. Even those 
who have never heard 
of Givemy know the 
dramatic paintings of water-lilies 
jnd the Japanese bridge by 
roulgou3t’s great-grandfather - 
riaude Monet 

; As a child, Toulgouat ran 
through the walkways which thou- 
sands have already booked to sur- 
vey in canvas form at the Royal 
Academy in London. He cycied 
ram the lily pond to the house 
vhere Monet painted, not far from 
ihe one where Toulgouat was born. 
The scenes which the great im- 
pressionist captured in shimmer- 
ng greens and purples were the 
surroundings of his youth. 

; “It was a very nice place as a boy*’ 
__ Toulgouat now 71. recalls fondly. 
v V Then. Givemy was a village with 
iome 15 farms where the farmers' 
;ons were Toulgouat's playmates, 
jven as he lived surrounded by 
lorks by some of the greatest lm- 
•ressionist painters - Monet himself 
actually the young boy’s step great - 
jrandfather). Manet Cezanne. 

< Now toe farms have gone, trans- 
fort links have diminished the 50- 
nile distance to Paris (“It’s a little 
jit too dose now,” he says) and 
‘00,000 people a year pay pilgrim- 
age to see the “original” garden laid 
sown by Monet then immortalised 


by him. “Monet created a world,” 
Toulgouat says. 

Monet's garden was itself like a 
canvas. Supported by a staff of six, 
he cultivated four acres, bringing 
plants and flowers from as far afield 
as Japan to create the rich textures 
and swathes of colour which typify 
his late paintings. He kept his fa- 
mous water-lilies safe in green- 
houses over the winter. 


When he first picked 
up a paintbrush, 
his palette was the 
same as Monet's 


These images stayed with Toul- 
gouat into adulthood and, in the Six- 
ties, helped provide detail to the 
restoration of the gardens, which 
bad fallen into disrepair. An unde 
who was a botanist pinpointed plant 
species, recreating as much of 
Monet’s vision as possible. “The 
restoration is not bad although it's 
difficult for a garden to be exactly 
the same. Its an evolution,” he says. 

Touring the RA exhibition, he 
surveys with evident pride and af- 
fection the 80 works on show, the 
majority of which were not shown 
in Monet’s lifetime, some of which 
have not been seen before. 

Three hundred or more were left 


in his studios in Giverny when he 
died in 1928, the year before Toul- 
gouat was bom. “I pfayed around all 
these works,” he smiles. “It was 
when I was eight, nine. 10 that I 
think I began to be impressed by 
them because I was beginning to un- 
derstand how difficult it was to 
painL It is very important work.” 

Afet Jean-Marie Ibulgouat points 
out that despite Monet's huge in- 
ternational following today, “no- 
body” was interested in fas late 
dramatic flowerings fora long time. 
They were not acclaimed, he says, 
as earlier works had been. But 
eventually, two groups of people 
began to pay attention - the Amer- 
icans and the Japanese. “Not the 
French, not the British,” he notes. 

It is curious listening to Toulgo- 
uat speak. He has been so dose to 
Monet a H his life you almost forget 
they never met He speaks of a man 
who did not discuss art with his fam- 
ily apart from his second wife, Alice 
Hoscbede (Tbulgouat’s great-grand- 
mother). He would say hello to 
friends in Givemy, but never to 
those who simply recognised the 
great artist in the street When he 
stayed at the Savoy Hotel in London, 
painting the scenes now on show at 
the RA, he loved roast beef and Vbrk- 
shire pudding Though his English 
was not as fluent as his great-grand- 
son’s, Monet understood a great 
deal and loved the theatre. 

When Ibulgouat first picked up 



First impressions: the painter Jean-Marie Toulgouat 


a paintbrush at around the age of 
seven, even his palette was the 
same as Monet's because he was 
guided by his great-aunt Blanche, 
Monefs step-daughter; who was 
the only person ever to accompany 
the master on his painting excur- 
sions. “You have to take these kind 
of colours," she would tell Tbulgo- 


uat During the Second Worid War. 
when materials were hard to come 
by, she even gave the younger artist 
some of Monet's last tubes of paint. 

Their works, however, are quite 
different Only in scenes of trees is 
there any similarity, according to 
Francis Kyle, the London dealer 
who has shown Ibulgouat for the 


Neville Elder 


last 15 years. Yetboth are more pop- 
ular in Britain than in their native 
countzy. With the crowds queueing 
in London's Piccadilly, Toulgouat 
notes sadly that the Monet exhibi- 
tion will not be seen in France. 

Jean-Marie Toulgouat at Francis 
Kyle gallery, Londonfrom 24 May 
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And all because mother knows best 


i'&y . 
fife. «:• 


jHE LAST time Sheila Hancock 
e [-formed in the West End it was 
p Mrs Lovett in Stephen Sond- 
eim's Sweeney 1 bdd, a character 
jho has all the perverted maternal 
istinctsofa Rosemary WesL Later 
iis year she is scheduled to play 
lomma Rose in the musical 
\ypsy. a pushy stage mother who 
•mid eat Mrs Worthington for 
peakfast Meanwhile, in Howard 
avies's new. savagely fenny, if 
ither under-powered, production 
[Gorky's 1906 play Wzssa, Hancock 
jigs another monstrous matriarch. 

• Here she assumes the epony- 
mous role of the iron-willed, pre- 


revolutionary matpriamilias whose 
determination to ding on to her 
dying husband’s building business 
for the sake of her family almost 
makes her the equal of Mother 
Courage in indomitabflity. 

Hatchet-faced, in grim garb and 
equipped with a dourly deflating 
drawl Hancock’s Vassa surveys 
the family members gathering in 
her office with a look that would sour 
milk at ID paces. There's a comically 
bleak matter-of-factness in the 
casual way she remarks how she 
wishes she had put down at birth the 
hunchbacked son. whose bitter- 
ness has become warped into a fur- 


THEATRE 

VASSA 

ALBERY THEATRE 
LONDON 

ious slapstick routine in David 
Tennant's vivid portrayal. Hancock 
valuably brings out the quieter 
shades in this anti-heroine: the 
sensitivities she has had to quell in 
her fight to stay on top; the heart pal- 
pitations; and the puncturing anx- 
ieties of a woman terrified that her 
brother-in-law (a humorously dis- 
reputable Ron Cook) is about to pull 
his money out of the business. The 


approach pays off best in the beau- 
tifully achieved final scene, where 
the fell tragic ambiguity of the 
character is released. 

The loneliness of this little-loved 
woman emanates from Hancock 
like a cold mist It's pitiable how, 
having dismissiveiy dispatched her 
own children, Vassa clutches at 
the idea of the next generation. She 
has been caught in capitalism's 
classic bind: work that should be a 
means to an end becomes an end 
in itself cutting you off from the very 
loved ones for whose sake you are 
supposed to be toiling. On the other 
hand, Hancock could afford to sug- 


gest much more forcefully the Ena 
Sharpies aspects of the role: the 
underlying granite and wilfulness. 
This is not a characterisation that 
powers the evening forward. 

Despite the Slavic songs, the 
production sometimes feels about 
as Russian as Rutherford. & Son. 
The cast however, animate the 
rancid group dynamics of this ill- 
assorted clan who behave like a 
bunch of bemused vultures, circling 
and colliding into each other. 

Nor does Davies play down the 
gasp-makingly sick comedy of the 
murderous blackmail that provides 
a resolution of sorts. 


AisUng O’Sullivan is superb as the 
daughter; Anna, who returns home 
dripping new-found drop-dead 
glamour Her growing realisation 
that not only is she a hard-boiled 
chip off the maternal block, but she 
may one day be the block itself, is 
expertly judged. From among the 
rest Debra Gillett is a hilarious 
bundle of buttoned-up, bustling 
censoriousness as Natalya, the 
daughter-in-law who wants to move 
and live near a nice army. Come to 
think of it given what happened a 
few years later that desire is not as 
daft as it sounds. 

Paul Taylor 


A rapt 
repose 


CLASSICAL 

PHILHARMON1A/ 

ESCHENBACH 

RFH. LONDON 

NOW THAT the Fhilharmoma are 
officially The PhU (Channel 4, Sun- 
days), audiences will inevitably be 
looking more closely at the individ- 
uals who make up the whole. The 
Fhilharmonia wiD have a human face 
- which has to be good for business. 
Not that Beethoven, Mozart and 
Brahms - their bill of fare on Tues- 
day last - was anything but good 
business, with or without a face. 

Christoph Eschenbach conduct- 
ed and Imogen Cooper played, not 
so much as a soloist but as an hon- 
orary member of the ensemble, the 
last of Mozart's Piano Concertos, No 
27 in B-flat K595. She and Eschen- 
bach, to say nothing of the assem- 
bled company shared confidences in 
subtle and amazing ways. Cooper’s 
playing was exquisitely weighted, not 
over-articulate, never over-coloured, 
but unfailingly responsive to 
Mozart’s mood swings, so that a sud- 
den minor-key darkening mi gh t be 
met with a discreet with drawl in 
tone, or the slow movement melody 
“placed” so as to suggest unfamil- 
iarity. And wonder. 

Eschenbach was hugely impres- 
sive. In Beethoven's Leonore No 3 
Overture, the sound of silence 
stretched the ear for any sign of life 
in Florestan’s dungeon. Itensile 
pianissimos were used to great 
colouristic effect, and likewise, the 
huge triple-forte climax, a single 
chord flung high and wide as if 
Amnesty had secured the release of 
political prisoners everywhere. 

Speaking of release, I doubt there 
was a single person in the Festival 
Hall who did not share the tri- 
umphant inevitability of Brahms' 
First Symphony as it finally bridged 
the elusive semitone separating its 
lowering C minor opening from the 
tumultuous C mqjor dose. Eschen- 
bach excited, urged, and pressed the 
Philharmonia into some of the very 
best, and the most personable, play- 
ing they’ve produced in ages. The 
opening of the symphony was wor- 
thy of William Blake, a wash of 
ascending violins tracing the silver 
lining through heavy storm clouds. 
Here was everything you could wish 
for in a Brahms sound - warmth and 
amplitude of texture, but with defi- 
nition and profile and not an ounce 
of untrimmed fat anywhere. 

But that would be Eschenbach 
putting aside the self-satisfied view 
of Brahms and revealing more of the 
radical within. The outer move- 
ments acted on the impulse of their 
harmonic instability, tension built 
from uncertainty. And where there 
was repose, there was rapture, too. 
A most distinguished display: every- 
thing to do with making music, not 
headlines. TV hasn’t got to them yet. 

Edward Seckerson 


A 


A slice of life at the carvery 


j NEW song by John Shuttle- 
jorth. Sheffield's finest 56- 
^ar-old resident organist, is a 
antradictory experience, 
louming the passing of the 
ard board tray from Bounty 
ars, “Mars of Slough” was as 
^naJ and narrow-minded a 
jorid view as the show's theme 
3ne, “Life is like a Salad Bar 
/ou Only Get One Visit)", a typ- 
fa! bit of Shuttleworth philos- 

S y. But listen a little harder 
i you'll hear the raptures to 
[hich this warped romantic is 
riven by the smallest detail: 
(he tray made a super book 
i mark 

a particularly sturdy 
, shopping list. 


COMEDY 

JOHN SHUTTLEWORTH 

BLOOMSBURY THEATRE 
LONDON 

It’s the quantum theory of 
character comedy. I'm Alan 
Partridge succeeded because 
it was able to expand the King 
of Chat’s tan-upholstered uni- 
verse. Shuttievrorth's talent on 
the other band, is for the de- 
tail within the detaiL his day job 
isn't just working at the local 
drop-in centre, he tells us, it’s 
supervising the {ting-pong. 

The same wondrousty ped- 
antic logic governs the current 
show, Kerfs Karvery. It’s been 


the brainwave of Ken, John's 
manager not just to cater for 
the punters but to lay on the 
classiest culinary experience 
he could think of, a carvery. In 
this respect, Graham JFfeflows’s 
creation is stffl a dish best tast- 
ed live. Shuttleworth’s world 
first leaked on to Ratfio 4 in the 
earty Nineties. Though he’s 
still more comfortable there 
than on television, the last 
series. Radio Sheffield (“serv- 
ing the Sheffield Region and a 
little bit farther even...”) 
sounded cluttered. Live, Ken 
and Shuttieworth’s wife, Mary 
remain as voices off, leaving 
just John, his leather coat his 
snazzy red turtle-neck and, of 


course, his beloved Yamaha. 

It’s an affecting sight In his 
own way. Shuttleworth craves 
passion, deploying the more 
exotic settings on fas Yamaha, 
- the rumba, a bit of techno - 
with abandon. “Save The 
Whale” (“there are lots of 
other fish upon which to (fine”) 
may be mild but it’s heartfelt 
Similarity the thwarted ambi- 
tion of his Mary; a dinner lady, 
may sound petty, but he 
doesn’t see it that way. “She 
was on mixed veg, always 
wanted to be on swede. But it 
never happened.’' 

Shuttleworth’s tentative 
yearnings for something out of 
the ordinary are funnier still 


when seen in person. He’s 
only recently been converted 
to the joys of shower gd, be en- 
thuses, and hasn’t yet got over 
the wide-spread availability of 
Bombay Mix. However, it’s 
only when you see the startled 
grimace that accompanies his 
more florid keyboard work- 
outs that Shuttleworth’s inner 
fires truly reveal themselves. 

And what does Ken think? 
Well he’s a little peeved. Shut- 
tleworth’s entitled to one free 
meal under his contract and 
he’s just devoured the carvery. 

Mike Higgins 

To Sat (booking: 0171-388 
8822), then touring 



Privates on parade 


IT SOUNDS like an uncom- 
fortable experience, doesn’t 
it? Let’s be honest Yes, Eve 
Ensler’s homage to this part 
of the female anatomy will 
have the prudish squirming in 
their seats. But in the end, it 
is the seating arrangement 
in the clammy King ’s Head 
theatre -which requires most 
of the audience to sit at right 
angles to the stage - that 
causes the most discomfort 
Hie American performer's 
patchwork quilt of facts and 
fantasies, memories and 
nightmares - a “schmush- 
ing” together of the testi- 
monies of 200 women she has 
interviewed over the past 
three years - leaves you with 
a surprisingly warm feeling. 

If there seems to be a dis- 
parity between Ensler’s dig- 
nified appearance -a Louise 
Brooks bob, a black evening 
dress - and her subject mat- 
ter, bythe end of an hour she 
has convinced you that ffs all 


THEATRE 

THE VAGINA 
MONOLOGUES 

KING’S HEAD 
LONDON 

in the mind; part of our cul- 
tural conditioning. “Vagina 
never sounds like a word 
you’d want to say," she grins, 
her eyes sealing up in mock 
embarrassment It’s a place 
akin to the Bermuda Triangle 
- “nobody ever reports back 
from there”. She lays siege 
to this wall of silence with a 
barrage of wit laced with 
anger; the set behind her 
flushes shades of purple 
and crimson. 

The show is overflowing 
with lists compiled from her 
interviewees; ways of de- 
scribing “It”: a pooehie; a 
peepee; a dignity (dressing it 
in mink; Armani, taffeta); of 
letting it do the talking or 
moaning. The monologues 


mostly adopt a quirky tone, 
but they reveal scarred lives. 
“The age group between 65 
and 75 was the most 
poignant,” she says. Without 
caricature, she relays the for- 
mative experience of a Jew- 
ish woman who had barely 
thought about “down there" 
since 1953, when an unex- 
pected flood of passion on a 
car seat elicited revulsion 
from her first boyfriend. 

Apart from a vagina-wor- 
shipping guy called Bob, men 
don't come out of this too 
well: abusive fathers, obses- 
sive husbands, and most chill- 
ingly, soldier-rapists. But the 
Vagina Monologues are not, 
in the main, about pointing fin- 
gers: they are about showing 
both sexes where to put them. 
Easier leaves you hoping that 
familiarity will breed a little 
more respect 

Dominic Cavendish 

To S March (0171-226 1916) 



40 Weekends 
in New York 
to be won with 

lALKtoMWM 


Talk Radio and The Independent are flying 40 pairs of 
winners to New York for a weekend in March in our 
Talk to New York' Competition. Throughout February 
there are 2 New York Weekends to be won every weekday. 

Talk Radio, on 1053 and 1089am/medium wave, is the only 
national commercial talk station. Talk Radio gives you the chance 
to have your say on the issues that matter. You can talk direct to 
celebrities and news makers, from Foreign Secretary Robin Cook 
to actor and comedian Robbie Coltrane, from Formula One driver 
David Coulthard to boxing impressario Don King. 

How to Play Talk to New York' When to listen to Talk Radio 


Every day from next Monday we're 
printing a fresh map, in The 
independent Review section, 
showing 2 different locations in 
Manhattan. 

Tune to Talk Radio and listen for the 
Avenue and Street No.s for one of 
that day's locations, identify it on 
the map and you could be a winner. 

How to find Talk Radio 

1053 and 1089am across the UK 
and in the following areas: 

1107 am: Boston (Lines), Gatwiek, 
Liverpool, Lydd (Kent), 

Paignton (Devon), Southampton 
1071am: Newcastle, Nottingham 


For your chance to win a trip for 
two to New York listen to Talk 
Radio at these times every 
weekday: 

8.20am The Big Boys' Breakfast 
with Banks & Ferrari 

6.20pm Sportszone 



1053/1089 am 
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A proud tower of genius 


The Big Picture 



Anthony Quinn 


SHAKESPEARE IN LOVE (15) 

DIRECTOR: JOHN MADDEN 
STARRING; JOSEPH FIENNES. 
GWYNETH PALTROW, 
GEOFFREY RUSH 
123 MINS 

F ull of sound and flurry, 
Shakespeare in Love could 
be several different films: a 
romp; a romance; a toast to 
the theatre: a gleeful satire 
on art and commerce; and 
a sprightly exploration of the 
creative temperament That it manages to 
be all of these and more is tribute to a film- 
making team that rattles through the 
emotional gears with a confidence and wit 
almost unprecedented in historical drama. 

“Historical" is pushing it a bit 7711116 set 
in London in 1593. the film isn't much con- 
cerned with ideas of authenticity or accu- 
racy’. So little is known of William 
Shakespeare's life at this or any other time 
that the conventions of the biopic are 
irrelevant Yet instead of being constrained 
by this lack of biographical material the 
film-makers seem to have been liberated 
by it. The screenplay, written by Tom 
Stoppard and Marc Norman, posits the 
notion of Shakespeare as an indigent hack 
writer who didn't yet know the extent of his 
own gifts. We first see young Will (Joseph 
Fiennes) strutting and fretting around Lon- 
don’s squalid streets, importuned by 
theatre manager Philip Henslowe (Geof- 
frey Rush? for news of his latest play. 
Romeo and Ethel, The Pirate's Daughter. 
Even genius has to begin somewhere. 

Unfortunately, Will has writer's block - 
and possibly something worse. As he 
explains to his therapist (who times ses- 
sions with an hourglass), “the proud tower 
of my genius has collapsed"; writing, he 
says, is “like trying to pick a lock with a wet 
herring". Just when the double entendres 
of another genre - Carry On Shake- 
speare. anyone? - become distantly audi- 
ble. Will meets his muse: Viola de Lesseps 
(Gwyneth Paltrow » is an affluent young 
woman who longs for a wild, ungovernable 
love, but instead is about to be married alive 
to a loathsome aristo. Lord Wessex (Colin 
Firth). She also desperately wants to be an 
actress, and since women are forbidden on 
the Elizabethan stage, she conceals her 
blonde tresses beneath a boyish crop, 
pastes on moustache and beard, and au- 
ditions successfully for the role of Romeo. 



High poetic intensity meets (sexless) Anglo-American allure: Joseph Fiennes and Gwyneth Paltrow provide the dazzle to varnish Stoppard’s wit 


It's a subterfuge as unlikely as any 
dreamed up by the Bard, yet our disbelief 
is willingly suspended as the film waxes in 
comical and romantic vitality. The direc- 
tor. John Madden, whose previous movie, 
Mrs Brown, recounted the autumnal love 
between Queen Victoria and her ghillie, 
works much quicker here; no sooner has 
Will uncovered his leading player's real 
identity than he and Viola are making out 
on her four-poster and mouthing passion- 
ate declarations that feel in a word, Shake- 
spearean. It's love all right; what’s more, 
it’s love to inspire the playwright to ver- 
tiginous new heights of poetic expression. 

This is where Shakespeare m Lowe feels 
at its most daring, and most ingenious: in 


one scene the line between life and art 
melts exquisitely as the lovers, whisper- 
ing ardently to each other off-stage, are 
seamlessly revealed in the same attitude 
on-stage. It’s remarkable not only in trac- 
ing the contours of what would eventually 
become Romeo and Juliet, but in specu- 
lating on the haphazard nature of literary 
composition. At one point we find Will in 
a tavern, slumped in dismay at his latest 
creative impasse; then his friend and rival 
Kit Marlowe (Rupert Everett) casually 
sketches out a new plot, and Will gratefully 
adopts it As with much else in the film, it 
may not be fact but it’s true. 

This sense of writeriy improvisation is 
surely down to Tom Stoppard, who rum- 


maged through the vaults of Hamlet in his 
Rosencrantz and GuUdenstem Are Dead. 
That play's prankish, irreverent comedy 
is alive and well here, both in anachronistic 
dabs and in the larger resonances between 
the infighting and p hilistinism of the Eliz- 
abethan theatre, and our own times. The 
parallels with Hollywood are unmistakable: 
when one theatre manager identifies a win- 
ning formula - “Comedy love, and a bit with 
a dog" - you can imagine a studio mogul 
absently nodding in approval I liked the 
casting of Ben Affleck as the egomaniacal 
“star" actor; hoodwinked into performing 
by Will’s promise of calling the play Mer- 
cutio. As for excluding women from decent 
roles, not much has changed. 


The film’s satiric playfulness will cer; 
Lainlygrve audiences a Eft, though what will 
raise the roof is the more obvious dazzle 
of its two leads. I've always found Fiennes 
too studied and self-regarding before; 
here he offsets high poetic intensity with 
a careless athleticism, and it's very 
engaging. Paltrow, an American-Engfish 
rose, is an alluring if not altogether erotic 
presence; my main complaint is that she 
looks absolutely nothing like a boy even 
under the cover official fuzz. They are sup- 
ported by a democratic and talented 
ensemble, ranging from dependable char- 
acter actors such as Jim Carter, Tom 
Wilkinson and Imelda Staunton, to come- 
dians such as the two FastShaw stalwarts, 


Simon Day and Mark WiBianB.JudDend 
impresses as a shrewd and feintly terrifyinj . 
Elizabeth, though the idea of the monard - 
arriving incognito for the first night is a 
least one dramatic liberty too far. 

Shakespeare in Love, it hardly needs 
saying, will not find favour with the purist 
conversely, some of its more fyrical flour, 
ishes may not please the crowd. Yet i- - 
almost defies you not to have fan. Just a: 
the staging ofWDl’s Romeo cmdJuZiet tot 
ters on the brink of catastrophe, there l 
so much in the tone and texture of Johi 
Madden’s film that could have sent i ^ 
cradling down to earth. That it stays tri !&• 
umphantiy aloft is as heartening an ex 
perience as recent cinema has provided 
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IBRACING. INSPIRED. OPULENT. GORGEOUS. DELICIOUS. 
Jhis extraordinary film constantly surprises.” 


David Gotten - THE DIILYTELEGRIPH 





rousing, brilliant, a joy to see. 


Xin 8 rooks- BIG ISSUE 


a razor-sharp sense of humour. 
Watch, listen and learn." 


"In short, it rocks... 
a brave, beautiful film.” 


Barry Norman • THE MDIO TIMES 
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“...truly a terrific film.’ 

I0N 

Inks its teeth... like a 
Bohemian with a raw steak.’ 


WHITS CNN UNBOX 


and above all brave.' 

PH Juntas -WC8T 


moving 
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Also Showing 




TWO GIRLS AND A GUY JAMES TOBACK (15) ■ STEPMOM CHRIS COLUMBUS (1 2) ■ V&W BAD THWGS PETER BERG (18) 

A MAN AND A WOMAN CLAUDE iROUCH (PG) 




THIS WEEK’S big theme: 
monogamy. James Toback’s 
Two Girls and A Guy, shot in 
11 days, promises heavy ar- 
tillery but ends up a light skir- 
mish. Two women stand on the 
doorstep of a SoHo loft waiting 
for their boyfriends to return. 
Desultory chat leads to con- 
fession. which in turn leads to 
discovery: they are waiting for 
one and the same man, an 
actor named Blake Allen. The 
feistier of the two, Lou 
(Natasha Gregson Wagner), 
breaks into his apartment and 
buzzes in Carla (Heather Gra- 
ham); together they discuss 
him and wonder how long he’s 
been duping them. 

By the time the guy shows 
up, you're braced for some- 
thing dreadful. Hie film cer- 
tainly delivers on this: he's 
played by Robert Downey Jr. 
Once Blake has recovered from 
the shock of seeing his duplic- 
ity exploded, he spends the 
next hour trying to weasel his 
way out of trouble. The women 
don't hold back. As Lou tells 
him; * r ifou are a lying, mugging, 
misogynistic, unemployable, 
short, loft inheriting, pfece-of- 
shit fraud.” Blake: “I'm short 
now, too, huh?” 

While Toback tosses out the 
occasionally smart line, the 
film as a whole feels under- 
written and meandering: 
there's plenty of rage here, but 
it's boxed into something re- 
sembling an actors' workshop. 
Downey has been let off the 
leash for this one, and practi- 
cally tears himself in half as the 
egregious two-timer. His best 
efforts, however; can't rescue a 
scenario starved of oxygen and, 
come to flunk of it plausibility. 



“Two Girls and a Guy* 


Stepmom is Chris Colum- 
bus’s latest homily, following 
Mrs Doubtfire and Nine 
Months, on the travails of par- 
enting. This one’s a three-way 
tussle between Jackie, a di- 
vorcee mom (Susan Sarandon), 
her ex-husband (Ed Harris), 
and his new girlfriend Isabel 
(Julia Roberts), who's been 
having trouble bonding with 
Jackie and her two kids. You 
have to feel for Jackie, who 
must endure the galling reali- 
sation that her ex’s squeeze is 
kind and beautiful and good-hu- 
moured; she also happens to be 
an absurdly glamorous pho- 
tographer - the sort who 
breezes late into a shoot calls 
out “That's a wrap" after 10 
minutes and stands back to re- 
ceive the plaudits - which gives 
you some idea about this film’s 
grip on credibility. 

Easy to understand why 
Roberts has a producer credit 
here, but Sarandon too? She's 
playing a tiresome whinger 
who’s turned her children into 
spoilt brats. Then the penny 
drops: Jackie has cancer; and 
spends the second half of the 
movie bravely stifling tears, 
growin g spectre- thin and hand- 


ing out bite-size slices of Crack- 
er Barrel wisdom. That it’s 
mostly set in the fabulous opu- 
lence of Jackie’s enormous 
clapboard mansion is par for 
the course. As Meet Joe Blade 
recently demonstrated, Holly- 
wood prefers the dying to main- 
tain impeccable taste in home 
furnishings. Chris Columbus 
directs as if he’s handling a 
moral diagram: Stepmom is 
so full of understanding it made 
me want to throw up. 

Peter Berg, a first-time di- 
rector; opens a thick vein of 
black humour in Very Bad 
Things, the story of a bachelor 
party that gets grotesquely out 
of hand. A bridegroom, Kyle 
(Jon Fhvreau), and four middle- 
dass jock friends check into a 
Las tegas hotel and proceed to 
whoop it up on booze and co- 
caine (Christian Slater as one 
of the party, must be th anking 
his stars - he now gets paid for 
doing all the stuff he’s been con- 
victed for). The mood of piggish 
debauchery suddenly goes very 
sober when their romp ends 
with a call-girl dead on the 
bathroom floor; a security 
guard who discovers the body 
is then beaten to death. Having 
dismembered the corpses and 
buried them in the desert, the 
five friends bead back home for 
Kyle's wedding. 

The film then sits tight and 
waits for the first one to crack, 
though by this point you may 
find it difficult to care. Aiming 
for the giddy gruesomeness of 
Shallow Grave, Berg piles one 
sadistic thrill on top of another 
without noticing how fiat and 
charmless the whole enter- 
prise feels. His basic pipy is to 
show five men yelling 


hysterically into each other’s 
face, and hope that well find it 
funny. The cast do themselves 
no favours - Daniel Stern, re- 
quired to do most of the freak- 
ing out, has fallen a long way 
since his wonderful turn in 
Diner. Cameron Diaz, a natural 
with light comedy, is stuck with 
an appalling role as the whiny, 
wedding-obsessed fiancee. 
Hard to know what on earth 
persuaded her. it surely wasn't 
the puerile, mirthless script 
Claude Lelouch’s A Man 
and A Woman looks dimin- 
ished since its release in 1966. 
Irony has kicked out innocence, 
and modern audiences will 
probably snigger at what now 


seem the corny staples of ro- 
mantic French movies: a wide . 
beach, a dashing fellow in a ... 
sports car, a train station.- 
swathed in mist Advertising, if . 
not ci n ema, coionised these 

images long ago. how to re- 
sist a pairing as photogenic as 

Anouk Aimde and Jean-Louis -t’ * 
Trintignant? She plays the;. 
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widow; haunted and gravely 

dne dri-A» ' 




beautiful; he is the racing dri 
ver smitten by her. (His ratty : ; 
handsomeness recalls some- . 

thing of Bogart). As I sighed at 
this flimsy confection, I couldn’t 
take my eyes off eithe- of them: 
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Steamy nights in Baltimore 

The director of Pink Flamingos and Serial Mom has visions of Mary Bell's daughter dancing in his head. He’d like 
to introduce his dad to gay sex. Yet some things still give John Waters the heebie-jeebies. By Charlotte O'Sullivan 




O ne minute into the interview 
and John Waters is already 
talking about sex. I’ve thrown 
out a general question about 
the perils of fame. “You can't 
have bad sex!" he exclaims. 
"You know, if you have a back-room job or 
« i one-night stand, they go and tell newspa- 
“ Jers about it." He grin and swings his neat 
Uttle foot. He is David-Niven-dapper he has 
a shirty briefcase by his side. “Or even worse, 
you’re in the middle of doing it and they say 
1 lore Female Trouble .’ I can’t have anony- 
mous sex any morel It doesn’t work!" 

Blimey, I think, this interview’s going to 
be easy. Waters: the 52-year-old ex-Catholic 
homosexual who put the corn into porn and 
never used a woman where a transvestite 
would do. He’s Boated effortlessly into the 
mainstream with films such as Hatrsproy, 
Cry Baby and Serial Mom, but never lived 
down f or up) a leading lady gobbling dog poo 
M972’s Pink Flamingos ), or a rape by 
rosary beads n97l's Multiple Maniocs). All 
the "bad” stuff you see in his movies is prob- 
ably all based on bis life! This man has no 
inhibitions! And yet the point of his story is 
that privacy matters. Hmra... 

Water's latest him. Pecker, is also about 
privacy. Its central character (Edward 
Fhrlong) takes photographs that capture 
the spontaneous truth, but when he be- 
comes famous, it has consequences for his 
Jr ubjects - suddenly they’ve got nowhere to 
hide. Waters thinks that's a horrible place 
to be. ‘‘People link me to the Jerry Springer 
Shew, which is wrong. My movies are about 
j>eople who wouldn't go on Jerry Springer. 
My subjects.” he says with a proud smile 
(Waters, by the way, has sweet yellowing 
teeth), "have always been Baltimore 
people, and they don't want people looking 
into their lives.” 

And yet Waters, as he admits, loves gos- 
sip (his nephew recently admitted taking ee- 
stacy - “I didn't teD his mother!" he says 
gleefully). In the past, he's said: “I like 
movie stars who like to have their picture 
taken, not the ones who hide from the 
press." And his movies ram the point home: 
Trouble, Dawn Davenport kills to 
a celebrity while in Pink Flamingos, 
fabulous Bate Johnson murders two people 
and forces a group of journalists to watch. 

Clearly, Waters is in two minds about the 
value of closeting oneself away. The ques- 
tion is, why? I remind him that, in 1994, 1 sent 
him a questionnaire on behalf of another 
newspaper asking what three things he'd like 

for Chrikmas. Top of the list was Mary BeB’s 
address, "so I can send her a Christmas 
card”. Waters has long been obsessed with 
killers, from Manson to John Wayne Gacy 
but Bell - who at this point was very much 
out of the public eye - dearly stood out for 
him. No need to ask whether he bought the 
Gitta Serenybook. Of course he did. 

“I don’t want to exploit her,” Waters says 
carefully. “I don’t even want to exploit her 
in this artide." But he’s fascinated by the 
feet that, until the fuss surrounding Sere- 
ny’s book, Mary Bell's daughter knew noth- 
ing about her mother's identity His lip grows 
wet before my eyes. “I do wonder what her 

i) 



John Waters: ‘It’s spooky to hear anyone having sex, even in a hotel room next door* 


Neville Elder 


daughter said; that's the only thing I haven’t 
read - did she accept it, or freak out?" He 
snorts. “She was probably, like Fhe puts on 
a Divine voice] ‘Mother! Now I’ll never get 
a boyfriend!’, or ‘That s cool, maT. I can hear 
hec” he says dreamily. "If it were in Amer- 
ica, she’d have a Valley Girl accent.” 

Does be think Bell was right to keep the 
feds from her daughter? He winces. “I think 
Mary BeO should have told her the daugh- 


ter was old enough.” Would he have told? 
"I guess you’d have to, so they would hear 
it Yes, I would" He gives himself a shake. 
"Bid then parents have a hard enough time 
telling you the facts of tile, much less. 

Which brings us to Water's own childhood 
As he’s been cheerfully telling journalists 
for years, his parents were great ones for 
repression: "If I came home and said Td 
kiDed 12 people they’d sqy, that's nice, wanna 


see the garden?’” Aha! Could it be that ho- 
mosexuality was on a par with murder for 
his respectable Baltimore family? Maybe 
that’s where his problem with secrecy aris- 
es. Outing himself (as be did very early on) 
must surely have robbed him of a certain 
degree of privacy, while certainly violating 
the heads-down Baltimore code. Yfet it was 
presumably also liberating. He let himself 
be seen so he could be heard 


And long term, it seems to have worked 
His father recently went to see Pecker. “My 
father bad to think about the term ‘T-bag- 
ging'r where one man shoves, or dunks, his 
scrotum into the face of another. Waters lets 
out an ecstatic asthmatic laugh “Daddy had 
no desire for that to be in his consciousness." 
But what about the other way round - does 
Waters ever wonder what his folks gat up to 
in bed? He loots appalled panic-stricken, and 
literally crosses his Twiglet legs. "My moth- 
er is an Anglophile, she worships Queen Eliz- 
abeth. Do people think about the Queen 
having sex? They don't!" I persist Maybe she 
and bis dad were sneaky sex-addicts. Waters 
grins through gritted teeth: “Well, that’s good 
If they were, they got away with it!" 

I’m astonished by this taboo-buster's dis- 
comfort Isn’t that the whole point of films 
like Serial Mom, to show that ben oath - 
pristine suburbia lies a hotbed of rage and 
sex? There’s that great scene where Kath- 
leen Turner initiates such noisy sex with 
her husband that her horrified kids can hear 
in their bedrooms. It’s the kids who end up 
looking uptight "Oh no!” he squeals. "It's 
spooky to hear anyone having sex, even in a 
hotel room next door, moaning and scream- 
ing - it’s creepy. No matter how dose you are, 
no one wants to hear that.'’ But that’s pre- 
cisely what people want to heac That’s why 
when Waters has "bad" sex. he has to worry 
about it enefingupin the tabloids. That's why 
we go to the movies. It's called prurience 
and/or healthy curiosity But no, suddenly Wa- 
ters wants to deny such an urge, wants us 
to respect “privacy” all over again. 

Yfru begin to wonder whether this tension 
surrounding desire hasn't affected his own 
love life. Handsome, charming, there’s 
something at once childlike and prematurely 
old about Waters, something a tiny bit sad. 
He’s always asserting his homosexuality 
(Tm never coming in - not unless the Vir- 
gin Mother pays a visit!”), and yet there’s 
no evidence of partners. It's women he talks 
about 'Waters tells me about his wealthy ma- 
ternal grandmother (the Catholic one, 
who’d have the bishop over to the house to 
say Mass). She was widowed very young (ie 
she was celibate for most of her life), but 
the "unspoken thing” about her; Waters be- 
lieves, was that: "She liked the company of 
gay men. She used to call them ‘the fellows’. ” 

Were these relationships enough for 
her? Waters frowns. “I still think that a gay 
man and a straight woman can have the clos- 
est friendship there is. I do.” Is that true for 
him? "Ves," he says, his face stiff with un- 
ease. His best friend's kids, he says, “feel 
almost like my kids. I would be a terrible fa- 
ther, but Tm a good unde”. 

The gay man as uncle. The gay man with 
a preference for naughty sex, "once in a 
while, when Fm on the road". It all sounds 
so lonely, so Catholic, so Baltimore. Is that 
the real secret about John Waters - that sex 
and friendship are utterly distinct in his 
mind? Oris it his pretend secret one that 
deverty allows him to maintain his privacy? 
K so, then to paraphrase Waters himself: 
well, that's good - he's got away with it! 

1 Pecker opens on 5 Feb 
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Loire and Death on Long 
Island (15) available to 
rent now 

The 20th century is a 
mystery to Giles De’Ath 
(John Hurti. The fogeyish 
British writer shudders at 
the thought of a typewriter 
and can just about grasp the 
necessity of owning a VCR 
to watch a video, but does 
one really require a 
television set as well? But 
then De'Ath wanders into 
the cinema to see a EM 
Forster adaptation and 
mistakenly blunders into 
Hotponts College II. The 
widowed writer is about to 
leave when the heavenly 
vision of Ronnie Bostock 
(Jason Priestley i, the teen- 
throb star, roots him to the 
spoL He derides he must 
meet his love at Bos lock’s 
Long Island home... 

Gilbert Adair couldn't 
have hoped for a better 
adaptation. While the 
director. Richard 
Kwietniowski, lets De’Ath's 
epiphany set a gentle pace, 
he sends up Bostock's 
teensploitation shlock 
superbly and catches 
wickedly the incongruity of 
De'Ath's secret passion. An 
understated gem. 

Johnny Guitar (PG) 

available to buy, £5.99 
Nicholas Ray tears up every 
convention in this gripping 
1954 Western. For starters, 
Johnny Guitar (Sterling 
Hayden) is a pawn in a feud 
between the entrepreneur 
Joan Crawford and the 
landowner Mercedes 
McCambridge, and in a neat 
twist, it's not the parochial 
cowboys we're asked to root 
for, but the thoroughly 
modem matriarch. 

Which is to say nothing 
of the cross-dressing. 
Crawford is rarely seen out 
of her jeans, and you’re left 
in no doubt as to who wears 
the trousers. Not a scene 
goes by without a bitchy 
set-to, but it's the men who 
get really catty: Guitar and 
a rival (Scott Brady) argue 
incessantly over Crawford, 
while the women's conflict 
itself tainted by sexual 
jealousy is much darker. All 
this, and a Martin Scorsese 
introduction to boot 


Digital monsters? No fear 

Why are computer-generated special effects still so unconvincing? By Matthew Sweet 


WHAT IS it about Computer 
Generated Images that 
switches off the critical facul- 
ties? When Ante opened last 
yeai; reviewers fell over each 
other to be amazed by it and the 
PR people had their pick of 
gushing superlatives - “As- 
tounding! Breathtaking!", that 
kind of thing. A Bug's life - an- 
other CGI feature about an ant 
colony - opens in London next 
Jjpek, and the notices will be 
even better. They’ve already 
gone mad about it in the United 
States: “A masterpiece,” raved 
The Street Journal “No 
film has ever created a more pal- 
pable fantasy world.” 

A Bug's Life is the product of 
four years" work by Pixar and 


Disney - the collaboration that 
produced Toy Story, the world's 
first all-CGI movie. In financial 
terms, the film has already 
squished Ante - it took $46.5m 
(£28m) in its first two days, 
breaking box-office records for 
the Thanksgiving weekend. 
Triie, its animation is furiously 
inventive, but the real secret of 
its success is the imaginative 
scrip. In truth, A Bug’s L$e still 
looks like an electronic teeb- 
iMflogyman^mmtoaplcysacaf 
and-chemical medium. Like 
Ante and Toy Story, it has a 
visual texture that, after 90 min- 
utes of staring in the dark, gives 
you a slight eye-acbe in the 
way that Lady and the Tramp 
never did. The CGI feature is 


often hailed as the fixture of cin- 
ema, but it has a long way to go 
before it produces an aestheti- 
cally satisfying experience. 

This becomes most notice- 
able when digital images are 
combined with live action. In Hv 
lory and Jackie, a scene in 
which Emily Watson acts her 
socks off performing the last 
stages of Jacqueline du Pre's 
multiple sclerosis is horribfy 
undermined by the phoney dig- 
ital hurricane outside. And 
James Cameron’s Titanic may 
have pitched and rolled like a 
real ship, but the vessel was 
even less substantial than the 
script It looked like a moving 
version of a Thirties Art Deco 
P&O posts- - only with sickly 


“EXCELLENT” “VERY FUNNY” 

"AT LAST A ROMANTIC COMEDY FOR GROWN UfS’l 

■Hum's BEST PERFORMANCE SINGE THE PIAHOL ’’ MG IS A MIAMJIS BEST ROIE VET 

“A RARE CINEMATIC PLEASURE * ★ ★ 

j_! H ij N T E^R DAN NY DE. V i T O QUEEN L A T I F A H 

m.Q. If* q. % ^ 


■*- T :.v- .¥ \ • 


livTn’g out loud 



New Age add-ons such as a 
flotilla of fake dolphins. 

Indeed, CGI replicates some 
of the shortcomings of more old- 
fashioned trickery. Like the 
Daleks before them, computer- 
generated monsters abhor 
rough terrain, preferring to 
glide across smooth, uncompli- 
cated surfaces: the adolescent 
Godriflas who patrolled the cor- 
ridors of Madison Square Gar- 
dens; Jurassic Park's raptors, 
who loved tripping across 
kitchen floor-tiles; those spider- 
crab creatures in Lost in Space, 
whose legs seemed to float an 
inch above the metal floors of 
their spaceship. Directors often 
choose to sidestep this problem 
by using CGI to create em- 
phatically insubstantial objects 
(go-faster green jelly in Fkibber, 
liquid metal in Terminator 2; 
Casper the Friendly Ghost) or 
ftying things that doirt have to 
mala* contact with human ac- 
tors (airborne robotic guns in 
Star Trek: insurrection; aster- 
oids in Armageddon). 

But the results aren't con- 
vincing If you want to see how 
dreadfol CGI can be, take an- 
other look at the souped-up 
Star Whrs special edition, in 
which frail computer anima- 
tions are superimposed on to 
rich, gritty Seventies film 
stock. ^ 

Of course, CGI has not tf 
yet evolved into its most ijf 
efficsentform. But that rJL. 
only 


see it dating before your eyes. 
“If every film isn’t better than 
the last one, the audience get up 
and leave the theatre saying, 
‘that sucks’," says Heather 
Kenyon, editor-in-chief of the 
Hollywood-based industry jour- 
nal, Animation World Network- 
“The comment I heard most 
often about GodziBa was that 
there was nothing new in it, 
nothing that they hadn't already 
seen in Jurassic Park: The Lost 
World. These things become 
passe in a fortnight" 

However; according to Ken- 
yon, the rubber puppet dinosaur 
is due for a comeback. “The 
smart people have realised that 
models have a warm, organic 
quality that CGI can’t repli- 
cate," she argues. It’s a heart- 
ening recognition that digital 
technology will never com- 
pletely replace physical effects 
techniques. King Kong may 
have been just a hunk of latex, 
yet he and Fay Wtey formed one 
of the great romances of cine- 
ma history. And though it's dif- 
ficult not to giggle when Susan 
Penhaligoa gets flapped at by a 
glass fibre pterodactyl in The 
Land that Time Forgot, at least 
the scene implies that she might 
have got a nasty jab if the pup- 
peteer had shoved it at her too 
enthusiastically. The digital 
Godzilla posed no such threat 

‘A Bug's Life’ opens on 5 Feb 
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Carry on nursing, please 


We need nurses, but it seems nobody wants to be one. Except a new breed of highly articulate graduates. By Raehellej ^ 1 __ 


A recent shortage of 
nurses In Birming- 
ham hospitals caused 
one manager to 
lament “We are all 
out recruiting like 
crazy and we have taken on 100 from 
overseas. 1 ’ A dearth of National 
Health Service nurses is nothing 
new, of course. But this year's win- 
ter crisis has exposed the lack of 
slack in the system as never before 
-with an estimated 13,000 vacancies 
nationwide and horror stones about 
emergency cover. 

Indeed, NHS trusts have 
launched recruitment drives in 
countries such as Finland, South 
Africa, New Zealand and Australia 
in sheer desperation. And while 
£2 lbn is to be spent on improving the 
NHS, agency nurse cover still costs 
£192m a year, plus £41m to advertise 
for recruits. 

So why the lack of British 
nurses? The obvious answer is 
image. Modem nursing simply isn't 
a serious career option for those 
with intelligence, self-motivation 
and initiative; more a tenure of life- 
long, low-level drudgery. Or is it? 

Graduates who have stuck out 
the training period and are about 
to enter the profession seem to be 
more positive and driven about 
their chosen career than nurses 
have ever been. 

In addition, they are highly ar- 
ticulate, a quality perhaps less 
marked in previous nursing gen- 
erations. They attest to the foct that 
it is possible to get job satisfaction 
and to carve an ambitious career 
path despite the problems, lack of 
funding and prejudices. 

Their enthusiasm is backed up by 
the efforts of the Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN) in promoting an 
intelligent approach by and to 
practitioners. Ten years ago, nurse 
education was moved from the 
arena of hospitals into that of higher 
education: 90 per cent of nurses now 
study for the Project 2000 diploma 
and 10 per cent take a degree 
course, currently four years long but 
soon to be reduced to three. That 
shift has led to better trained, more 
capable and empowered nurses - 
not theoretically minded disasters, 
says the RCN. Nurses in training 
now spend half their time learning 
practical skills, up from 40 percent 
Craig Kirby, who is sabbatical 
officer for the RON’S student asso- 
ciation and part way through a four- 
year nursing degree at Oxford, says: 
“Nursing isn’t just routines any 
more. We've not just learnt to do 
things the way it’s always done. 
That’s in the best interests of the 
patients, because they know that 
nurses have the expertise to explain 
to them and advocate for them." 

Julia Skilton, 22, who gained four 
A-levels and is in the final year of her 
nursing degree at King's College, 



The demands of modern medicine mean that nurses are no longer just doctors’ little helpers; they have more responsibility and need to be better trained than ever before Daily Record 


London, agrees. “It’s now a very 
autonomous job and you have an 
awful lot of responsibility. It’s been 
extremely academic. We do com- 
munication studies, psychology, 
sociology; It’s a holistic course, and 
everything's thrown in there.” 

Even those with a less academic 
bent are not debarred from entry. 
The Government recently almost 
doubled the number of nursing 
degree places, and there are 
alternative routes into the profession 
through NVQs and cadet place- 
ments, which are aimed at 16-year- 
old school-leavers. 

“These days, it’s much more 
dynamic and forward," says Mr 
Kirby. “Nurses lead projects and 
schemes.” He points to the foct 
that the Government has made a 


push towards a more autonomous 
system of community health care. 

“Every other health-care profes- 
sional has a degree base, and I don’t 
think nurses deliver any less 
dynamic care,” he says. 

In foct, in the rest of Europe and 
North America, higher education for 
nurses has been well established for 
years. Consequently, the Depart- 
ment of Health has finally admitted 
that an emphasis on “the intellect- 
ual challenge of nursing" and on 
nurses as “autonomous practition- 
ers with the authority to make de- 
cisions" was needed. 

The belief that: “It requires noth- 
ing but a disappointment in love, the 
want of an object, or incapacity for 
other things, to turn a woman into 
a good nurse", as notedly Florence 


Nightingale, is now as laughable as 
the idea that a stock-market analyst 
can train himself by using a shop till. 

Nevertheless, problems in 
recnating British nurses are not just 
about incorrect assumptions. The 
nursing student drop-out rate some- 
times readies 25 per cent - which, 
says Mr Kirby, is due to two major 
factors. One is financial hardship and 
the accumulation of debt, with no 
prospect of well paid work. Student 
nurses at King’s College, for exam- 
ple, do a practical two-month unpaid 
placement after the summer term. 

Julia Skilton is uncomplaining, 
but points out “The problem comes 
at the beginning of August because 
not many people are willing to em- 
ploy you for a couple of months.” 
Newly qualified D grade nurses 


start out on £12,855: if th^ move up 
a grade, they can expect £14.705. 

Students also become discour- 
aged tty early exposure to others' kiw 
morale during d»n»fgl practice. 

“Unfortunatdy.asitstandsat the 
moment it’s not always a very pos- 
itive experience," says Craig Kirby. 
“They are being exposed to this very 
early on, and they're not going to 
want to stay." 

The RCN hopes to help by 
lobbying to improve practical skills 
- piloting an intensive skills training 
period immediately before regis- 
tration- and, as in other professions, 
to ensure that new recruits are 
mentored successfully. 

"Ihusts and universities need to 
develop doser working links, and 
trusts in particular need to take 


more ownership of the students on 
placement with them. However; as 
a result of the shortage of nurses, 
many trusts are now paying lip- 
service to the idea of a structured 
preceptorship, as experienced 
nurses struggle to cope with their 
own clinical workload," c omm ents 
a recent RCN briefing 

Kirby believes that more struc- 
tured training would also help. 

“Having a career pathway is 
what’s going to keep people in 
nursing - that they do see a step 
forward and the pay would reflect 
that," he says. 

Long working hours, lowpay and 
lack of ongoing training are off- 
putting agree bright graduates. 
When they can earn big buds in 
management consultancy, why 


should they slave away for little 
thanks on, a hospital ward? As it is, 
one in four of the nation’s nursing 
workforce, tops up basic earnings 
with agency shifts. This issue is Juba 
SkD ton’s “mamconcenT -and -she 
feels that NHS trusts are burying 
their heads in the sand. 

“The trusts have had these ad- 
vertising incentives. They’ve wanted 
to know our views. give us gym 

membership, but what we need is 
adequate pay. They say ’Come and 
work for us, youll have a great 
night-life.' But that's not the point 
We need crCches, things Eke that If 
you're hying to look after a home, 
you don’t have time for night-life." 

But at least she can be confident, 
that job security will never be a prob- 
lem in the nursing profession. 
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An Englishman in Brazil 

HELP DESK 

YOUR CAREER PROBLEMS SOLVED BY THE EXPERTS 


The problem 

My son left university over five 
years ago with a 2:1 in Spanish 
studies and high hopes. He 
accepted a part-time post teach- 
ing English in Sao Paulo. Brazil, 
but before long he landed himself 
a job as a reporter on a highly- 
respected financial newspaper - 
interviewing, among others. Ken- 
neth Clarke and Malcolm Rifkmd. 

A year later, he became assis- 
tant editor and then managing 
editor on the news desk, com- 
manding a salary of approxi- 
mately £45.000. He never intended 
to stay in Brazil, however, and is 
now unsure about how to start 
again in England. He is naturally 
cautious of the idea of leaving a 
challenging and well-paid job - 
and is realistic enough to know 
that be is unlikely to receive a sim- 
ilar salary here. 

He is now fluent in both Por- 
tuguese and Spanish and enjoys 
using these languages. He also 
enjoys journalism, but is pre- 
pared to be flexible and open- 
minded about changing career 
course if necessary. What should 
he do? Have his job prospects 
improved because of his wide 
experience in Brazil, or do they 
count for little in En glan d? Should 

he risk coming home without a job 
waiting, or should he be now ap- 
plying for jobs over the Internet? 

MRS J FOX, LONDON 

The solutions 

James Roberts, Deputy Foreign 
Editor. The Independent, says: 
Your son has progressed quickly in 
a challenging environment and this 
should count strongly in his favour 
when he returns to England. How- 
eves he must prepare the ground for 


his return properly, and ensure he 
approaches organisations that will 
value what he has to offer: If he 
wants to continue working on news- 
papers, he should not burn his 
bridges in Brazil, but take perhaps 
a month's leave in England and con- 
tact the Foreign Editor of every 
national broadsheet newspaper He 
should bring examples of his work, 
and be prepared - hopefully over 
lunch, but perhaps in a hurried 10 
minutes squeezed into his contact's 
day - to give an account of himself 
and his experiences that would 
show what an asset he would be on 
a Foreign Desk. He should also 
consider the Business pages. 

If he chooses to come back with- 
out a job, he should at least have a 
good set of contacts and recom- 
mendations. He may not get an 
offer of a staff job, but a contract If 
it is what he wants, he should take 
it This can lead to the offer of a staff 
job if he performs well, and when 
company circumstances allow. I 
would have thought a reasonable 
salary would be £30,000 to £35,000. 

Charles Paterson of Charles 
Paterson Search & Selection (0171- 
493 8691), says: 

A good way of obtaining full-time 
work on national newspapers is to 
start ly doing freelance shifts on sev- 
eral papers - and if you look in 
BRAD (British Rate Advertising 
Data) at your local library, it lists 
major national, regional and finan- 
cial newspapera Ybu could then ring 
on behalf of your son and get the 
names of the editor, and news and 
financial editors. Your son should 
then send his CV with cuttings, 
translated into English, to the rele- 
vant editors. You could help by fol- 
lowing up the CV on the telephone 


and make appointments for your 
son. He could register with Media 
NetSelect (Editorial) 17 Woodstock 
Street, London WlR 1HE 0171-629 
2139, or visit their website, 
http://www.mou se trap media, for 
editorial positions. Look in the UK 
Press Gazette and broadsheet 
newspapers; The Independent on 
Tuesday and The Guardian on Mon- 
day are particularly good. 

Angela Phillips, lecturer in jour- 
nalism, Goldsmiths College, Uni- 
versity af London, says: 

Your son should certainly check 
out the specialist business and 
financial press where job competi- 
tion is less fierce than in newspa- 
pers. He can research the field 
from Brazil (with your help) and Chen 
fire offletters and a CV to everything 
that looks interesting, together with 
copies of the newspaper he works 
on. Even if it is not in English, it will 
give prospective employers a “feel" 
for the kind of publication he is work- 
ing on. Then he should take some 
leave, come over here and exploit 
every contact he has who knows any- 
one in the business, as well as mak- 
ing his own appointments. If nothing 
comes up immediately, he will at 
least have made personal contact 
Once back in Brazil, he needs to 
keep those contacts alive -perhaps 
by offering freelance stories until 
something comes up. 

INTERVIEWS BY 
Carmen Middleditch 

If you have a work problem and 
want expert advice, write to Car- 
men Middleditch, Fhst Track, Fea- 
tures, The Independent, l Canada 
Square, Canary Wharf, London 
El4 5DL;jax 0171-293 2182: e-mail: 
cfieldi7ig^mdependeTU.co.uk 


A-Z OF EMPLOYERS 

McDonald's 


Age: 25 years in the UK 

History: The first US 
restaurant opened in Des 
Plaines, Illinois, in 1955, and in 
1974, McDonald’s Golden 
Arches Restaurants Ltd was set 
up in the UK as a joint venture 
between the US restaurant 
cham and two businessmen, 
one of whom was British. By 
1983, McDonald’s Corporation 
was the sole owner of the UK 
branches. The price of a Big 
Mac has quadrupled since the 
early days: from 45p to £1.84. 

Address: Headquarters are in 
Oak Brook, near Chicago: UK 
head office is in East Finchley; 
regional offices in Glasgow, 
Salford and Sutton Coldfield. 

Ambience: Offices are open- 
plan - bright, airy, and friendly. 
The only person in the company 
to have an office door is the 
chairman, “but it’s always 
open". Operations management 
use a hot-desking system. 

Vital statistics: The first UK 
restaurant was the 3,000th 
branch, and there are now more 
than 23,000 in 110 countries 
serving 38 million customers. 
The UK’s restaurants employ 
38,233 restaurant staff, 2,746 
managers and 679 office staff. In 
addition, more than 12,000 work 
for McDonald’s franchised 
restaurants, which make up 26 
per cent of the UK total. Tbtal 
sales in 1997 came to £i.088bn. 
This yean the company hopes to 
create 5,000 new jobs with 100 
new restaurants. 

Lifestyle: According to a 
spokeswoman, “there’s no limit 
to how for you can progress”: 



within two years of starting, you 
could be running a restaurant 
with a turnover of a milli on quid 
and a staff of more than 60. 
Trainee business managers 
may also get to assist with 
opening new restaurants: 30 
from the United Kingdom are 
on secondment in countries 
including South Africa, Iceland, 
and Pakistan 

Easy co gee into? No: of last 
year’s 9.900 graduate applicants 
for the business management 
trainee scheme, just 7 per cent 
were hired. No specific degree 
is required, but candidates 
should be “people” people. 
“Organisational skffis, p lanning , 
decision-making, teamwork. 


leadership and communications 
are important." says a 
spokeswoman. Fbr those who 
want to be accountants with the 
company, it’s even harder to get 
in: 200 people apply for just two 
places, although you don’t need 
an accountancy degree to get to. 
Fbr application details for both 
schemes, call 0181-700 7000. 

Glittering alumni: Alan 
Shearer and David Platt are the 
company’s current television 
representatives. 

Pay: Trainee managers start at 
£14,000 (plus regional 
weighting), plus benefits 
Restaurant managers earn 
from £18,000 to £29,000. 


Training: The company is 
accredited with the nationally 
recognised “Investors to 
People" award. The 

Management Training Centre in 
East Finchley is the national 
facility, providing training for- 
around 2,500 managers per year. 

Facilities: Subsidised lunch is 
offered at all offices and East 
Finchley and Salford offices 
have on-site health centres. 

jWho’s tire boss?: Chief 
Executive is Andrew Taylor 

who rose through the ranks 

having joined as a Management 
frauiee in 1979. Chairman is 

Paul Preston. 

Rachelle Thackray 
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Now anyone can learn how to do anything. 
Freephone Learning Direct for information 
about courses and careers. 0800 100 900. ==r 
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ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR DISABLED PEOPLE IN EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING (ACDET) 


Chair • Committee Member - representing employer issues 


The Secretary of State tar Education aid Employment invites applications for t&e post of ACDET Chaff and Committee roefnboj: Both positions are unpaid. 

fi£DnbmAd)risoryB^sf)onsorEd ^Department for Ediasim and Em^aym&a.t^nib&^mp 9 ^^tSsaaSt^en^^oy^sKir^>rBsefnstiw 8 
of trade unions and disability organisations. It advises Masters and officiate ore 

• secvrmg aqu&ty of p^cipation in ernploymefK seif ernpfoyntfnt and training opportunities for cSsahied people, m parttdar those wrffi s^nfScsit enpaffments; 

9 racrvftmerrt promotion srti retention rt disabled employees and support servktt covering the* emptoynietK sett 

• fBsoarcft on programmes and services: 

9 the effectiveness of DfEE funded tabu* marKahttemnOons for helping Osabled people. 


The CHAIRPERSON will: 


• oversee the effective and efficient discharge of ACDET funefions: 

9 an as the principal port of contact with Mntetmandotha interested aganfeataw. 

• represent ACDET and Its objectives put** 

APPUCAMTS should have: 

• abflny © manage and lead a team to ensure It vmrtewel and achieves resute; 

• credtoffity wttfi orgartsanns ol or lor ifisabted people. 

9 proven tawtedge, interest aid commSment to promoting elective employment 
and training opportunities far dtsabted peepte. 


The COMMITTEE MEMBER will: 


• prwde an empfcjyo perspective on me wort of the Committee. 

JVPUCWITSstoaUtair 

• an employer badegrand; 

• credWtity with organisations dor br disabled people; 

• piwen knowledge, interest and commtonenl to promrting etiecthe ernpkwmenl 
and traWng opportunities kx dratted people: 

• ability and wffingness tc ijxJertate jsjblic engagements; 

• good interpersonal, txesentaticna]^ ski Is. 


7 Tw Chair and Committee Aterohar posts are unpaid but refeswtf expenses w» tie pud. Successful canhrbtes wMbe appototBcltor 3 yearsandotende -5 meetings 
a yea. They are averted to attend artfflfonai meetings ant events in any yen parttariarfy tee Chair in a represantatte rate 


for further information and an rotation form please send a postcard with your oame/address and at buGcafeo of which postfs) you are hteisstod in ter 
JON LYNCH, DEE, LEVEL 5 , CAXTON HOUSE, 6-12 TDIWLL STREET, 

LONDON. SWlH SNA. Ctastog date; 22 ftbnwy 1999 

Applications are particularly welcome from people with disabilities, people from Bthnfc minority ywjps aid women. WjE§$$ 

THE DEPARTMENT FOR EIKX^ONA^ EJrf\JOYM 0 JTS COf^nTED TO MA)<WG APPOINTMENTS ON M£f?T BY RAP OPEN Wj L 

PROCESS, TAKN 6 ACCOUNT OF EQUAL OPPORTUWTES. 


Fee 
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Whatever your long-term career aims, 3 placement with VS 0 
offers the ultimate two-year learning curve. You'll be living, 
working and soaring your skills in a country with a very different 
culture. You'll oc adapting to a new way of life. You'll be sharing 
your newly gained skills.. .forcing lasting friendships... ana making 
a lasting difference to the lives of those around you. 

It's an experience that's as rewarding on a professional level 
as c.n a personal one. Because whatever the destination, 
our volunteers face .new levels of challenge and responsibility— 
often with limited resources at their disposal. As a result, 
you'll return home with a very impressive entry on your 07... 
as weii as enough memories to last a lifetime. 

Right now, we're particularly keen to hear from Maths and Science 
graduates to underrake reaching placements throuqhout the 
developing world. You won’t need a reaching qualification as we 
provide full training to prepare you for your duties. It won’t be 
easy. You’ll be learning a brand new skill and putting It to work in 
a very different setting. But with VSO to support you, you'll be 
amazed at what you can achieve. 

Viz provide art excellent package including return air travel, 
free accommodation, health insurance and a comfortable living 
allowance. For recent graduates, it's the opportunity of a lifetime. 

For more information, please contact the Enquiries Unit, 

VSO, 31 7 Putney Bridge Road, London SWi 5 2PN. 

Tel: 0181 730 7500 (24 hours). 

E-mail: enquiry.:-;/ vso.org.uk 
Please quote ref: I/G14. Website: http://www.vso.org.uk 
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Journey Latin America, journey 

leading South American \W) J ATI1 ' 1 

Travel Specialist, ^ America 

requires 

Flight Sales Consultants 

Sales ability and industry experience essential. 

Regional knowledge and fluent Portuguese 

desirable. 

Salary negotiable. 

Fax your application and CV to 01 81 742 1312 
Email sales@journeylatinamerica.co.uk 
Or telephone Paul or Antonio on 
0181 747 3108 


Journey 

Latin 

America 


Registered Charity c\o 3 » 3757. 

Meet VSO and many otner UK agencies at the Volunteering World 
exhibition in London (Methodist General Haii) on 27th February, 
and Manchester (Town Hall) on 20th March. FREE ENTRY. 


I ME 

LONG-TERM 
MEDICAL 
CONDITIONS 
\l I I WCI 


LMCA is the umbreBa body for national 
voluntary organisations concerned with 
meeting Ike needs of people with long-term 
iBness. Growing in size and scope, we nod 
two more peopie in oar staff team, both with 

OreaBeat i tr g m ffa finmd rfmii etufif eairieetitu i 
shzlh and ability to work independently. 



Pan-time. I days a week 
£2S,000 pro rata, + 5*4 pension 

Voluntary sector experience for 3 + years will be needed for Ibis challenging 
and on usual new post. You will develop mo tail support between LMCA 
members, review and organise events, co-ordinate publications and write up 
and share good practice. 

This post is funded by the National Lottery Chorines X=r 

Board for three years. -J555? 




Full-time, c£14,000 pa 

A graduate looking for a firm job in the voluntary sector? Wotting closely 
with the Director, yon will help raise funds from companies and trusts. 
Experience as a vohmteer useful, IT (kills essential. Day release for relevant 
study possible and specialist support provided. 1 year contract, with the 
expectation of renewal. 

For details and an application form, send as A4 SAE (49p stamp) to: 
Caroline O’Donoghne, LMCA, Unit 212, 16 Baldwins Gardens, 
London EC1N 7RJ. marked MSM or FA. 

Closing dates: February iOth 1999 (MSM). February 17th 1999 (FA) 
LMCA it working towards becoming an equal opportunities employer 
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Tbo Energy MaanQO— at Agency core f u nde d by Brent C ounci l and tbe 
European Cnmmlaftnn i wOT Anno o shop front location 6* Wembley and w ® 
pna d da heobdormadoo and athdeo on energy e fR donc y to Brent’s eom n a n dt y . 

Director 

£25,500 - £27,000 p.a. inc. 

Initial. 3 year contract 

We are seeking to appoint a Director to innovate, develop and lead specific 
aspectB of Energy efficiency strategy pokey sod manage Independent projects. 

You will be an excellent communicator, computer iterate and develop effective 
partnership with other agendes in encouraging and promoting energy efficiency 
within Brent 

Brent Energy Network conditions of service apply. 

• For an oppScaBoo form and information pock ptoaao contact; 

Co nolo HcCal. Emrino wo ontat Sorvfcoa D i re cto r ate . Brent House, 

340 High Road, Wembley. Middles** HAS 68Z. 

• Tab 0181 037 5304. 

■ Cloning dates t5 February 1990. 

Stent Is on Equal Opporertty Employer 


Cad Operator Required 


c. £20,000 North Yorkshire 

Bisca is an exciting young contemporary design and 
manufacturing company which produces ‘one off' 
staircases and balustrades. 

Successful candidates for this position will have: 

• a proficiency in MiniCad 7 

i * working knowledge of modem manufacturing techniques 

• initiative and self motivation. 

You will work as part of our design team to translate 
conceptual designs into working drawings which are in turn 
issued to our workshop and subcontractors. 

Send your CV and a covering tetter to Helena Pilling, Bisca, 
Sawmill Lane, Helmsley, North Yorkshire Y062 5DQ 


EXPLORE 

Requires Tour Leaders to work on a worldwide basis. 
You must be an active, resourceful, well travelled UK 
resident aged 24+, and be prepared to work abroad 
for continuous periods of up to 6 months. Training 
given. For an application form send an A5 SAE to: 

TL Application (I), Explore Worldwide Ltd, 

1 Frederick Street Aldershot Hants GU11 1LQ. 
www.explore.co.uk/touHeaders.htm 


FftX; 0171 293 2505 


imumai. 


yarautruh, 

PoScy IkboD Officer subject 1 

35 hoars Salary Package c £25,000 
Vos goal h Id increase nvatomart of Ubon Fount nantaa in our 
pcScy by Ides wi incbfe dmelapiog sboa tod legbod poScy 
nfcfte, specify regeDsefom. 'foe wfl lead pricy tcnsitotfoifi, 
ewnB, comfed research and menra ptejetfe. You srB mauge 
. represartthe Foam enemoly mdprwKe barings. A degree 
guoftoniaa m three yen senkx apaience d ptsS« taaiysa cod 
development is required togetfw wiJft OBreruraniTio’i drifts ®d a good 


fafarnafiM Officer 

17.5 hoars Stfary Package cf 1^000 

You wfl B to onge orf develop Forum bdonmUsn and Comratminifioo 
fodmlogy sySarts. Key Rales Btfode design, anitiig and podirtondo 
BWrtHy jouBci, puUcaluBB aid conducting Fawn leutias wflh ttw 
piess ana Berio. You wf develop well sties aid dtaads uf etedtnm: 
annuaBiiofl. It least line van aperients b lapaed of deign, 
wiling, afifog aid producing pufafen&OB. picss Scboji and deo&ig orrh 
printers, fcnwedga of tderatt srftwoe agitations is need with good 
amanmiaiBon s&. 

AppSata fams (no CVs) cvofcWe from: Urixe Foiwtt, 4 
Dca'i Ctat, Si M's Ontkyai Usdn K4V g rs \ 
5AA. Com pl et e d appfiarfio as to be reteroed by V_/ 
Friday 5tb^ Umn htenriews wS be heU ween H-no-vil 
bagenag Febrmy 15A. riuMTUi 

Uibm Forum is commuted to equaf omortunilias. 



The Grand Order 


We are currently looking for highly motivated, 
articulate and well presented Salespeople to 
work Mon. to Fri. 9-5 calling on Businesses 
by appointment to discuss the possibilities of 
membership of the Grand Order. 

£40k OTE plus mobile phone, health care 
and company car 3 mcont) 

For further information please call now 
on 

0181 3875010 

and speak to Michael Bergin Director 
or Anwer Siddiqi Director 

or 091 551144 (EIRE) i 

and speak to Martin Lee Director 


WOLVERHAMPTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 
MEDIATION SERVICE (WNMS) 

has seared 3 year funding from the Natan?) Lottery 
Chanties Board and seeLs a 

FULL TIME TFtAINING OFFICER 

SataTy £16231.00 per annum 
The rran aspects of the pb are:- 

to promote, crerkel 3rd develop a mediation tamhg •yavvee 
and ptcwicte rvgh quaft-/ xcredsed madobon training. 

To cany oK the job aJcoessAity you vui need to have 
proven basting experence in at least one ot the tofcvwng 
sheets, medaticn, counseOng skis, commirication skSs. 
conBct management 


Ybu wil also have the ablty to devetop the traiwig 
facity into the strategic eyewth oi WNMS. 

For an application pact telephone 
01902 552792 


O 


01902 552792 tSSm 

cnMtmi 

WNMS a an equal opportunities employer. 


''status 

llnrv m nnmiiun 

Project Manager (Marketing and PR) 

(Based *i Peierefietd. Hampshire) 
status Meetings is currently enpandmg ns actnnoes and needs 
to recruit an ambmous person to join its high profile learn 
working on a major DTI baa practice exchange programme 
Wa are seekng a high calibre Mdimdual who: 

4 Always delivers 

♦ Has a 'can do 1 attitude 

♦ Is a natural problem solver 

♦ Has erceflent communication skins 

If you are a professional, enthusiastic, customer focused 
Project Manager, with excellent organisational skflta. 
please contact Deborah Wood:- 

Telephone: 01730 266544. Fax: 01730 268865, or email: 


BREAK INTO IT SALES 


* Fan c4 Ihv award winning SYSCAP gnxip 

* dear leader in ils Geld 

A Kecopjnvd lor ns (raining and iknvkipmcni 

rusiuoo 

* Requires inlemal <wdcs etomlhns lo rent and sell lop brands ul 
eguiptnem 

b Is h*«d in Stmiedileh 

* Has OTE of £2HVX' will) nn limn in corambsion cj mines. 

You Are 

•b Either a gmdualc >n wilh pnn.cn '4*cce» m sales and cum. imer 
service 

b \ all sinner dciermircd in accvcd 
■fc A good velKd coramumeainr 

ioterestecfT Bing WW lynas 0171 613 3699 


Marketing and Operating Manager 

required 

for established auiupaits Importcr/'Exponer to expand 
exisung Middle Eastern market and develop new markets 
in the CIS. Must he a sraduaie in a business related 
discipline and have pnrven managerial skills in a related 
sector. A record of success in a competitive Middle 
Eastern business environment is essential. 
Language skills in .Azeri, Hirkish and Farsi are imperamv. 
Salary level £I»-22k. 

Applications (including CV) to: 

Mr. EL R. Kalaatarlan. 

Hillber Farts Co. Ltd, 

28 Const Road, 

London NW10 6LE. 


lapan Mziurai Ltd (Part of Japan Centre Groupf requires 
SHOP MANAGER with lnc<wled£e of TOFU 
producucvv TSt. >S/rs e.rperiwvie in lafvineo? Food Industry 
+>3yrs experience m lapanese Food SbCf. 


Send your CV to Mrs A Mlzuno, Japan Centre Group, 
212 PiccatSlly, London, WIV OLD. 


Head Chef 


tor award-winning 
modem world restaurant 
E20K 4 bonus 
The successful candidate 
must have exienstve 
modwn world cooking 
experience, good team 
leadership, motivational 
skills and be atria to work 
to tight budgetary 
controls. 


Pfsase write enclosing C.V. 
to Stunrt Jones. 

4 The Polygon. 
London SvV'4 CJG 


To advertise 
graduate, general 
end public 

appointments 
please call 
Om 293 2321. 

Pages of 

appointments 

Thursday 
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Get set 
for the 
big bang 


Fast-track civil justice is almost 
with us, ready or not. And there 
are fears that some lawyers are 
not. By Grania Langdon-Down 


J udges have a reputation 
for being resistant to 
change, but they have 
takesi the lead in prepar- 
ing for the “big bang” 
which will shortly intro- 
duce a system of fast- 
track civil justice. 

And lawyers who have yet to get 
to grips with the radical changes that 
will come into force in the dvil 
courts on 2 6 April should not expect 
aperiod of grace from judges. Judge 
Paul Collins, director of the Judicial 
Studies Board, has been master- 
minding the t raining of judges in the 
Access to Justice reforms first pro- 
posed by Lord Woolf in 1996. Judge 
Collins says that the 800 full-time 
judges would be ready for the start 
although the “forced” timetable for 
training means that the seminars for 
the 1.600 part-time judges will not be 
completed until June. 

But there is a consensus among 
judges that as the reforms become 
law on 26 April they will have to be 
put into effect from that date. Judge 
Collins says: “We cannot start off on 
the basis that judges will say: ‘We 
will allow you a running-in period.* 
Some judges would take a strict view, 
and some judges a lax view of how 
long that should be. That would 
mean different standards would be 
applied in different parts of the 
country and that would be unac- 
ceptable. However judges will not be 
looking for conflict with the legal pro- 
fession. In individual cases, judges 
will use their discretion to prevent 
injustices being caused.” 

The reforms are designed to cut 
costs and delays through a unified 
set of court procedures. Judges will 
be responsible for managing cases 
and setting timetables for hearings. 
Cases wifl be assigned to one of three 
“tracks" depending on the size of the 
claim, including a fast track for the 


bulk of Haims between £5,000 and 
£15,000, which will be limited to a 
one-day trial. There will also be pres- 
sure to mediate rather than litigate. 

The Lord Chancellor decided 
last year to take the “big bang” 
approach to implementing the 
reforms, although the information 
technology needed to run the new 
system would not be ready until at 
least the year 2000, and senior legal 
figures were warning that the 26 
April date was “too soon”. 

The rules, practice guidance and 
pre-action protocols were finally 
published on the Lord Chancellor’s 
Department web site on the Internet 
last week. The printed version is 
published tomorrow by the 
Stationery Office at £250. Confer- 
ences, seminars and workshops are 
being held around the country. But 
how prepared the legal profession 
and their clients are - whether big 
corporations, insurance companies 
or individuals - is open to question. 

Harriet Kknbeli is a member of 
the Rules Committee which is 
chaired by Lord Vfooff the architect 
of the reforms. She is r unning « 
seminars between now and 25 
March for some of the top 100 law 
firms in England and Wales. 

“What alarms me somewhat is 
what the other firms are doing. 
Some firms have really grasped the 
nettle and are very enthusiastic 
about the reforms- while others are 
dead silent,” she says. 

For Tom Custance, a litigation 
partner with City law firm Herbert 
Smith, the emphasis now is on 
preparing clients for the changes. 
The firm held a seminar this week 
for more than 200 representatives 
of their clients, at which Lord Mus- 
gili outlined the impact of the 
changes. The firm is also offering in- 
dividual clients workshops to take 
them through the aspects of the re- 



Lord Musgfll, who this week outlined the impact of die reforms at a seminar on behalf of City law firm Herbert Smith 


Neville Elder 


forms that will most affect them. 

“There has been a view that the 
Wbolf reforms are all about small dis- 
putes and don't affect the big play- 
ers.” says distance. That is not true, 
A big company may not bring much 
litigation but, when on the receiving 
end of claims, they should be aware 
of what is happening at both ends. 

“I think some clients are saying: 
'Let's wait and see what happens.' 
But the message from the courts is: 
“This is happening on 26 April and 
don’t expect any leniency.” But he 
adds that the powers that be have 
also recognised that there is scope 
for the legal profession to exploit in- 
consistencies in the new system, and 
have appealed to them to work in 
partnership with the courts. 

Ms Kimbell advises that solicitors 
should keep detailed notes of any dif- 
ficulties that they come up against 
after the reforms come in. 

“If things do not work at the coal 
face, then they will have to be 
changed. The rules are not writ in 
stone and we will look at them 
again at the end of the year to see 
how they are working. Our imme- 
diate task will be looking at areas we 
haven't touched yet - such as 
enforcement and appeals." 


For David Bacon, one of five part- 
ners with Northampton solicitors 
Borneo Martell, the prospect of 
Woolf en the horizon has already 
prompted a more open approach 
from some insurers and their 
lawyers over the last few months. 

He says: “Come April, I suspect 
that those who are bang up-to-date 
may try to catch others on the hop. 


make overt and serious attempts to 
negotiate settlement of claims at all 
stages of the procedure. We need to 
think about whether; on a case-by- 
case basis or as part of our firm's 
strategy we should start to operate 
within that new concept now, antic- 
ipating the world that is to came.” 

If lawyers find the reforms daunt- 
ing, how will they affect the lay per- 


The reforms are designed to cut costs and 
delays through unified court procedures 


but there may also be some reluc- 
tance to start the whole process until 
people see how the land lies. 

In the area of personal injury 
claims, Ian Walker, president of the 
Association of Personal Injury 
Lawyers, says that solicitors will 
have to be able to show that they 
have “bought into” the letter and 
spirit of the new rules. 

“We know that we have got to 
accept earlier and wider disclosure 
of information, co-operation with 
the defendants over expert evidence 
and investigations, and that we must 


son, particularly as tighter controls 
on legal aid may lead to more peo- 
ple representing themselves. 

According to Ms Kimbell: “The 
new rules are in plain English, with- 
out a word of Latin. An intelligent 
person should be able to wade 
through them, although their sheer 
size makes them intimidating. 

“But it is an overriding objective 
of the reforms that judges should try 
to even out any imbalances between 
the parties at every stage of a case. 
This should help litigants in person, 
although I am not convinced the 


county courts wlli necessarily have 
the resources to deal with them.” 

Marlene Winfield, senior polity 
officer at the National Consumer 
Council says that the reforms could 
be a boon for consumers with their 
emphasis on alternatives to litiga- 
tion. the narrowing of issues, and 
jndges ensuring playing fields 
between parties. However; she does 
have misgivings. 

“We have some concerns that 
there has not been a coherent strat- 
egy for informing the public about 
the new procedures,” she says. 
“Litigantsinpersoncouldfindthan- 
selvestm the fast track with very fast 
moving timetables and heavy sanc- 
tions if steps are missed. It is right 
to keep a case moving, but that has 
to be based on people knowing what 
is going on.” 

For solicitor Tran Custance, the 
question whether or not the reforms 
will work wfll depend on the re- 
sources available to the courts, the 
calibre of the procedural judges 
and the extent to which the legal 
profession and their clients want to 
co-operate. 

“But, like it or loathe it, they are 
going to happen and we are going 
to have to mate the best of it” 


Lay people who are likely to be' = ‘ 
involved in litigation will also be- 
affected by the introduction of fast- 
track dvil justice. 

• Familiarise yourself with the 
'Rules now. Anyone making ah 

application now for a half- or faH-day ; 

. hearing win probably be given adate - 
after 26 April so documents must be 
prepared under the new rules. . “. 

• Under the current rules, if you - 
win, for example, two out of three is^ ■ 
sues at trial the judge generally A 
awards full costs. Under the new * ' 
rules, you will rally be awarded two- - 
thirds. Although the new rules say 
that nothing allowed on costs now 
will be disallowed after 26 April , 
there is a precedent for costs being ... 
limited in that way and lawyers ' 
may find that they are only allowed 
two-thirds of their pre-April costs de- 
spite expecting fail costs. 

• Clients need to understand the 
significance of the new statements 
of truth which will accompany any 
claim, to decide who will sign them, 
and need to know what that signa- 
ture will mean. They also need to 
understand the new duty of disclo- 
sure and the need to ensure 
searches for relevant material and 
information are done properly. 


Act now to ease the pain 


Compensation payments for injury to feelings or 
unfair dismissal could soon rocket. By Linda Tsang 


WHILE THE press unearthed 
pictures of the “former glam- 
our model” who was awarded 
£23,000 for injury to feelings in 
a sexual harassment claim 
against her employer last 
week, employment lawyers 
were down-playing the likeli- 
hood of other claimants looking 
for s imilar sums. 

The award in that case in- 
cluded an amount that was 
almost double the previous 
highest reported award made 
by an industrial tribunal for 
injury to feelings. 

But it is unlikely that there 
will be a repetition here of one 
of the highest awards given by 
a jury in a sexual harassment 
case in the US - which was 
against a law firm. Baker & 
McKenzie in 1992, of 10 per cent 


of the firm's gross fee, almost 
$7m. This was reduced by half 
on appeal last year. 

According to Janet Gaymer, 
head of employment at the 
City law firm Simmons & Sim- 
mons, “in that case, there was 
a different system, with a jury 
awarding a tithe to the plaintiff 
The UK has been playing 
catch-up with the US in some 
areas, but you certainly would 
not get such an award here. 
There are set guidelines: each 
case has to be decided on the 
basis of its facts and merits.” 

David Cockbum, a partner at 


Pattinson & Brewer; says that 
“the amount of the award for in- 
jury to feelings of £23,000 was 
much higher than the usual 
award of £5,000, with £1,000 to 
£3,000 the norm across the 
country”. He adds that the em- 
ployer may appeal and the 
award may be reduced. 

But such cases form a tiny 
proportion of industrial tribun- 
al claims - about 10 per cent of 
the LOO, 000-plus cases that are 
heard by the tribunals in Eng- 
land and Wales each year. Mr 
Cockburn says “the average 
amount on offer is not a great 


incentive to go through what 
must be a difficult time to es- 
tablish harassment, especially 
if the press are going to trawl 
through your background”. 

In fact, the majority of indus- 
trial tribunal Hahns are for 
unfair dismissal and, with the 
Fairness at Work Bill (which is 
published today! raising the 
compensation limit and short- 
ening the qualifying period to 
claim to one yean the number 
of claims is likely to rise. Al- 
ready some employment law- 
yers have advised employers to 
dismiss staff now, before the 


limit for compensation is raised 
from £12,000 to £50,000. 

But Mr Cockbum says that 
“the lifting of the limit may have 
a significant impact for the dis- 
missal of high earners in the 
City of London, particularly 
with the shake-out in the fin- 
ancial sector. Otherwise, with 
most cases, the average award 
does not come near the present 
cap of £12,000.” 

His advice to any employees 
who think they may be likely to 
be dismissed is, if possible, not 
to leave their job before the 
Fairness at Work Act comes 
into force. He adds that it will 
be difficult to prove that they 
were dismissed to save money 
in an unfair dismissal Haim un- 
less, for example, they can 
produce an internal memo stat- 
ing that that was the reason. 
But he considers that such 
cases will be rare: “Most em- 
ployers are more far-sighted, 
and have a better grasp of in- 
dustrial relations.” 

The Fairness at Work Bill 
with its family-friendly policies, 
is likely to come into force at the 
end of July. One of the other 
major changes will be how em- 
ployers deal with trade unions 
and employee representation 
generally as “employee repre- 
sentation" is going to be not just 
the flavour of the month, but the 
driving-force in industrial re- 
lations over the next five years. 

“Far employers, the new Act 
will mean that they will have to 
rethink their strategy,” says 
Mr CockburiL “Those who have 
diverted the human resources 
or personnel functions to line 
managers may have to put 
some thought into the proper 
management of their people. 
Far employees, all they have to 
do is go to work and get their 
money, to theory, they will be 
able to spend more time with 
their families, and the pendu- 
lum has swung more in their 
favour while also trying to re- 
tain the competitiveness of 
British industry.” 
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The Jaggers’ edge 


DIVORCE IS rarely out of 
the headlines. High-profile 
cases, such as the 
Jaggers', are big news. The 
amounts of money talked 
about fascinate everyone. 
Most divorces are not like 
that, of course -over 
150,000 couples start the 
process of getting divorced 
each year, and for most 
that means sorting out the 
family home and where the 
children are to live, not 
dividing up big bank 
balances. 

So what about ordinary 
people who are facing the 
prospect of getting a 
divorce? What is 
happening to mate their 
lives easier? Solicitors and 
successive governments 
have been aiming to make 
the process of divorce less 
painful. Divorce, though 
never pleasant shouldn’t 
be full of conflict 

There is common 
agreement that the 
emphasis in divorce should 
be conciliation, discussion 
and joint decision - 
especially if children are 
involved. There are no 
winners in divorce, only 
losers -with children 
coming off worst 

The Law Society firmly 
believes in the non-conflict 
approach to divorce. That 
is why today we are 
launching toe Family Law 
Panel Family Lawyers. 

This is a unique scheme 
designed to help people 
facing divorce to find the 
right solicitor to support 
them through this difficult 
phase in their lives. 

Couples are under huge 
amounts of stress when 
getting divorced. Some 
people approach their 
solicitor for initial advice 
and others only visit a 
solicitor when every 
other route has failed. The 
very last thing they 
should then face is the 
prospect of being launched 


OUR LEARNED 
FRIEND 



HILARY SIDDLE 

into a legal battle. 

Everyone recognises 
this. At the moment, 
solicitors try to make the 
process as painless as 
possible. Family Lawyers 
will take this philosophy 
one step further 

When the Family Law 
Act 1996 is fully 
implemented in 2000, 
before couples can even 
get divorced, they will have 
had to have sorted out all 
the financial aspects of 
their married lives. 

Agreement will have to 
be reached on the family 
home, where the children 
are to live and how often 

they see both parents, the 
division of any assets and 
the rescheduling of any 
debts. Only then will a 
couple be able to finalise 
the divorce order. Family 
Lawyers have a 
commitment to ensuring 
that the first part of this 
new process will be 
derided using common 
sense and fairness. 

If it is at all possible, 
couples will be asked to 
communicate with each 
other and reach agreement 
outside the court 
Of course, this will not 

always be possible. Many 
marriages have 
disintegrated to the point 
that couples can no longer 
talk to one another, there 
may well have been some 


, violence involved. Family 
Lawyers are skilled in 
negotiating on behalf of 
their client, working 
towards the best possible 
outcome for a situation 
winch the couple think is 
hopeless. Couples who can 
still communicate with one 
another will be encouraged 
to discuss how best to 
resolve visits with the 

children, the splitting up of 
property and financial 
support where appropriate. 

People find it 
increasingly difficult to 
differentiate between the 
issue of children and that 
of property. Divorces have 
become driven by the 
acquisition of assets, 
rather than a fair and 
amicable resolution. 

Eantily Lawyers are faying 
to persuade their clients 
that the best route is the 
one that leads to 
understanding and fair 
resolution, not fierce court 
battles and mud slin g in p 
_ Divorce is a very 
difficult process. What is 
“ceded is a legal process 
that enables people to 
resolve their disputes 
sensibly. A process that 
helps people to move on 
and build a new life. 
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New Films 


'ills: 


: \ v ^; i • 
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BUUffORTH (18> 

Director. Warren Bean/ 

Starring: Warren Beany. Halle Berry 
Dog^ired and cfisiflusioned at the end of an election 

campaign, woolly liberal senator Jay Buiworth 
(Beatty) turns suicidal loose-cannon: lifting the 
lid on US politics, hanging out in the ‘hood and 
delivering his speeches in abrasive rap stylings. 

Beatty's Buiworth is a blast: crude and 
condescending on occasion, yet genuinely 
audacious and committed; savaging a corroded 
democratic system in a way that few mainstream 
Hollywood films (and Buiworth is bankrolled by 
Murdoch's Fbx Studios) would dare to do. At an 
age when he might be forgiven for resting on his 
laurels, Beatty’s freewheeling, heart -on-sleeve 
"omp puts him abruptly back in film’s front rank. 

(taw End: Clapham Picture House, Curzon 
icwo. Netting HtB Coronet, Odeon Kensington. 

RUzy Cinema, Screen on Baker Street, Screen 
on the Green, UCI Whxteleys, Virgin Chelsea. 

Virgin Haymarket, Warner VHIage Wfest End 

CLASS TRIP (LA CLASSE DE NEIGE) (15) 

Director Claude Miner 

Starring: Clemenr Van Den Bergh, Franks Roy 
Pity poor Nicolas (Van Den Bergh); bed-wetting 
schoolboy fantasist with few friends and a 
domineering dad in Francois Roy’s prosthetie-Jimb 
salesman. Spirited off on a school skiing trip, the 
nipper starts letting his own dark- ima gining s run 
away with turn, as Miller's pungent chiitfs-eve 
psycho-drama switches nervously between starik 
naturalism and florid dream sequences. Actually, 
there’s a lot to admire in the tense, smouldering 
Class Trip. The trouble is. Miller gets over* 
fijssy. he keeps messing with the mood, keeps 
letting air into the pressure-cooker And you can 
spot the ending a mile o 3. 

West End: ABC Shaftesbury Avenue Repertory: 

Cine Lumiere 

52?il5) 

■ Ffe Director Mark Christopher 
089 Starring; Mike Myers, Ryan Phillippe 

■ Christopher's retro-trip through the heyday of New' 

York’s Studio 54 boaks a glitterball turn from 

fifes' Myere (as chfo boss Store Rubefl), but not a whole 
lot else. What we have here is the huckstering 
:!: hanger-on to Boogie Nights and The Last Days 

a 

«?* General release 

■">3llv(i — ■ — — ■ ■ — 

• nj-j 

r ^ THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

-iW- A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
- stories of Irvine Wtelsh, The Acid House plays out 

r - r w '■* down-and-dirty landscape of inner-city 
■> E&hburgh, and darts with brio between a range 
v of moods and tones. Less poised and populist than 

• IVtunspotting, but more eartity, edgy and intense, 

' vi too. West End : Odeon Camden Ibwn Local: 

• ■■'■’■si Neaham Showcase 


of Disco's leading lights: a garbled, under- 
developed run-through of dance-Ooor chic as Ryan 
Phillippe’s colourless busbqy falls in with the 
beautiful folk (Salma Hayekand Neve Campbell* 
and learns the downside of life in the fast lane. 
Tatty stuff, all told 

West End: Odeon Camden Town, UCI Whiteleys. 
Virgin Chelsea. Virgin Haymarket, Warner 
Village West End Local L- Acton Park Royal 
Warner Village. Dagenham Warner Village, 
Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Harrow Warner 
Ullage, Holloway Odeon. Newham Showcase 

HILARY AND JACKIE (15) 

Director. Amand Tucker 
Starring: Emily Waison. Rachel Griffiths 
Full-throttle playing from Rachel Griffiths and 
Emily Watson sustains Tucker’s warts- and- all 
biopic of the Du Pre sisters, Hilary (shy, married 
flautist) and Jacqueline (world-famous cellist). 
Sibling rivalries, a menage A trois and terminal 
illness are aQ carefully navigated by Tucker’s 
finely-wrought direction, though it’s as an acting 
showcase that Hilary and Jackie really hits home. 
West find- Barbican Screen, Chelsea Cinema. 
Clapham Picture House. Curzon Mayfair. Cur- 
son Soho. Gate Notting Hid, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Renoir, Ritzy Cinema, 
Screen on the HUl Local- Greenwich Cinema, 
Richmond Odeon 

PRACTICAL MAGIC 02) 

Director: Griffin Dunne 
Starring: Nicole Kidman. Sandra Bullock 
Essentially a sibling soap- opera with a dash of 
m umbo-jumbo. Practical Magic sees Bullock and 
Kidman cast as two mismatched sisters raised 
from a line of witches and hexing any unlucky man 
who swings into their orbit The canny star-pairing 
is soon spoilt by an over-egged eye-of-newt broth 
that mixes Beioitched with Beetlejuxce and The 
Witches qfEaslioick. Its spick-and-span surface 
masks the turmoil of undigested influences. 

West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Odeon 
Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Mar- 
ble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys, 
Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin Trocadero, Warner 
Village West End and focal cinemas 


THE INDEPENDENT RECOMMENDS 


the Five best Films 


The Dream Life of Angels (18) 

Erick Zonci's debut draws its strength from the 
contrasting personalities of Isa (Elodie Bouchc?) 
and Marie (Nuiacha Regnier). whose friendship 
comes alive in the drab environs of Lille. 

The Opposite 
of Sex (18) 

Christina Ricci trigfu) 
plays biich-on-wbeds 
Dedcc, shooting from the 
lip and causing havoc when 
she moves in with her 
mild-mannered brother. Don Roos’s script 
bristles with acidulous one-liners. 

The Truman Show (PG) 

Peter Weir's ingenious, unsettling fantasy is. in 
the end, an escape movie - in tbc case of Truman 
Burbank, it’s breaking out of the round-the-clock 
TV docu-soap that is his own life. 

* (15) 

Darren Aronofsky's dehul. filmed in sooty black- 
and-white, tells the story of a genius mat hema tician. 
Stylish indie movie which fearlessly combines Wall 
Street. Jewish mysticism and nightmarish headaches. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast features Woody Allen as a worker ant who 
becomes an unlikely war hero and opponent of 
the colony's totalitarian regime. Terrific fun. 

Anthony Quinn 


The Five Best Plays The Five best shows 


The Street of Crocodiles (Queen's) 

A triumphant revival of Theatre de Complicate ’s 
surreal, funny and secring plunge into the 
imagination of Polish-Jowish writer Bruno Schulz, 
shot dead by the Nazis in 1942. To 20 Feb 

The Colour of Justice (Tricycle) 

Enormously potent staged re-enactment of the 
Stephen Lawrence inquiry'- It coincides with the 
uproar surrounding the fate of the policemen 
involved in the case. To 6 Feb 

The Memory of Wacer (Vaudeville) 
Alison Steadman pulls off one of the funniest 
and truest drunk scenes ever in Shelagb 
Stephenson's fine play about sisters brought back 
together for their mother's funeraL To JO Apr 


Martin Yesterday 

(Royal Exchange. 
Manchester) 

Marianne Elliot 
t right) directs this 
sharp new play from 
the cult Canadian 
dramatist Brad Fraser. 
7b 6 Feb 


A Month In the Country 

(RSC, Stratford) 

Michael Attenborough directs this Brian 
Friel adaptation of Turgenev’s portrait 
of all-consuming desire. In rep to 20 Feb 

Pait Taylor 



Monet in the 20th Century 

(Royal Academy) 

The gardens and ponds at Givemy dissolve into 
elemental visions: fiery lights, haze, liquid 
reflections, voids and deplhs. The strange last 
works of Impressionism. To IS Apr 

Andreas Gursky (Serpentine Gallery) 
Photographs 1994-98: wide-vision. high-finish, 
micro-detailed vistas of our world - stock-exchange 
Qoor. cityscape, airport, alpine valley - images filled 
with more than the eye can see. To 7 Mar 

Bridget Riley 

(Abbot Hall Gallery. Kendal) 

Retrospective of the top British abstractionist's 
career, from shimmering monochromes to colour, 
stripes, diagonals, and curves. To 31 Jan 

Disasters of War 

(Wolverhampton Art Gallery) 

Three ages of war through etchings by Goya, 
Jaques Calloi and Otto Dix. Black-and-white 
visions from the blackest of times. To 20 Mar 

Willie Doherty 

(MOMA. Oxford) 

Contemporary Irish artist 
{right), using photos and 
video to reflect on the 
imagery of terror and 
security - road-blocks, 
surveillance cameras... To 4 Apr 

Tom Lubbock 


edge 


^ ANTZ (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End: UCI Whiteleys, \*irgin Chelsea, Virgin 
‘''- '■•e Trocadero 

J THE APPLE (SIB). (PG) 
t T" Seventeen -year-old Samira MaJthmalbaf’s 
r: "tf precocious ddbut stages a true-life re-creation of 
r /V the fortunes of Iran’s Naderi asters, raised in 

• seclusion by their parents before bang set loose 

• J;;; in the world by a visiting social worker Part docu- 

drama, part rites-of-passage fable, this is an 
extraordinary missive from a burgeoning Iranian 
— — film scene. West End: Metro, Renoir 

BASE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

i ^follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep- 
pig" into the midst of the city where be becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waifs. 
Knockabout comedy is kept to a minimum in 
| favour trf a bleak animatronic fairytale. WfestEMd: 

| Plaza, UCI Whiteleys And Local cinemas 


THE BOYS (18) 

Out ofjafl after servings sentence for GBH, eldest 
“bqy" Brett Sprague (David Wenham) moves back 
into his mum's drab suburban borne, terrorises 
his girlfriend and turns his younger brothers into 
petty henchmen. The Boys spotlights the down- 
side of life Down Under - it’s potent, predatory 
stuff. Repertory: Prince Charles 

DOBERMANN (18) 

Vincent CasseTs born-to-be-bad gangster struts 
and sneers his way through a gleamingly 
abstracted Paris while Tbhelty Karyo’s bad-egg 
cop looks on hatefully. It seems that this is what 
the new French cinema is all about: endless 
stylised carnage and iconic posing, phis a script 
♦hrjjjs going nowhere fast west End: Metro. 
Odeon Camden Town, Virgin Trocadero 

THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre 

ENEMY OF THE STATE 05) 

Will Smith's fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman's pensioned- off Pentagon warhorse, 
probes a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
aflmaimerof Big Brotoer-type trouble. West End. 
Odeon Camden Tbum, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Matte Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon West 
End, Ritzy Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin 

Chelsea. VrrgmFidhcmiRoadAndlocalcrnemas 


LITTLE VOICE 05) 

f Holed up in her bedroom, Jane Horrocks is 
perfecting strident Shiriey Bassey/Judy Garland 
imperso nations when she falls in with Michael 
Caine's sleazy impresario. Where direc t o r Mark 
Herman's last film. Brassed Off. was a whole and 
solid effort. Little Voice proves altogether mare 
bitty. But bracing black comedy Horrocks’s vocal 
pyrotechnics, phis a marvellously weighted turn 
from Caine push it through to the final curtain. 
Wfest End: ABC Tottenham Court Road. Odeon 
CamdenTbwn, Odeon Kensington, Odeon Marble 
fs^KOdecm, Swiss Cottage, 

Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 


THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops fail-speed 
through 19th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispanic 

‘fo’goodec A lot Of colourful duels and datteriog 

action setpieces. West End Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Mezzanine, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 


Whiteleys VtrgmFWuxmRocdVtrginTrocxidero, 
Warner Village West End 

MEET JOE BLACK (12) 

Picking his way through Martin Brest’s under- 
developed reha ul of Death Takes a Holiday goes 
Brad Pitt's aquiline Grim Reaper, who gets 
chaperoned round the everyday delights of Planet 
Earth by Anthony Hopkins' dying billionaire. 
The film has a few neat themes and a reliably solid 
turn from Hopkins, but it’s too much a picture of 
disparate pieces. West End: Empire Leicester 
Square, Odeon Kensington. Odeon Maitte Arch. 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI Whiteleys , V i rg in 
Fulham Road Virgin Trocadero 

■MILAN (U> 

In this animated feature, a girl disguises 
herself as a soldier to spare her ailing father from 
the certain death of combat It's one of the most 
visually innovative movies that Disney has ever 
mad e. West End: Odeon Mezzanine Local Acton 
Park Royal Warner Village. Barnet Odeon, 
Croydon Warner Village, Dagenham Warner 
Village, Edmonton Lee Valley UCI 12, Warner 
Vfflage North Finchley. HammersmiSi Virgin, Har- 
row Warner Village, Holloway Odeon, Peckham 
Premier, Streatfiam Odeon, Wimbledon Odeon 

THE OPPOSITE OF SEX (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. 
West End: Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House, Ritzy Cinema. Screen on Baker Street, 
UCI Whitdeys, Virgin Fulham Road, Warner 
VUlageWestEndLocaLCnrydon Warner Village, 
EdrmanionLeeVjIleyUC3l2,FddiamCineworld 
the Movies, Warner Village Finchley Road, 
Harrow Warner Village. Sutton UCI 6, UCI 
Surrey Quays 

n (PI) (15) 

See The Independent Recommends, right. West 
End ABC Tbttenham Court Road, Curzon Soho, 
Ritzy Cinema Repertory: Phoenix Cinema 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

Animated feature which comes across as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and His 
Technicolor Dreamcoat. West End : Empire 
Leicester Square, Odeon Swiss Cottage, UCI 
Whitdei^VbgmFldhamRoadVirgmTrocaderv 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackte Chan and Chris Tucker star in tins htt-and- 
miss-affain West End: Odeon Marble Arch Virgin 
Trocadero, Warner Village West End 

THE SIEGE (15) 

A rare Hollywood attempt to get to grips with 
contemporary geopolitics. The Siege winds up a 
hopelessly fingers-and- thumbs affair. Denzel 
Washington and Bruce Willis star West End: 
0demCamden1bum,0decnKensington,0deon 
Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage, UCI Whitdeys, Virgin Chdsea 

SITCOM (18) 

In this scattergun satire of middle-class mores, 
director FrangrisOzon takes abundant pleasure 
in dismantling j standard nuclear family The 
result is savage and fanny one moment, indulgent 
the next Repertory: Watermans Arts Centre 

SNAKE EYES (15) 

Brian De Italma's Atlantic City-set conspiracy 
thriller stars Nicolas Cage and Gary Sinise. 
Repertory: Prince Charles 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, right 
West End: Plaza 

WHAT DREAMS MAY COME 05) 

Robin Williams perfects a lopsided simper as the 

dead chap who lights out to a rod-impressionist 
heaven before jetting southward to rescue 
his suicide-bride. West End Warner Village 
West End Locals Edmonton Lee VnUey UCI 12, 
Newham Showcase 


£££*" Cinema 

t Road, Odeon WEST END 

m, Odeon Mar- panton street 

UCI Whiteleys, (0870-902 0404) e Piccadilly 
adero, Warner C * rcus Elizabeth 2.1 Opm, 
5.10pm. 8.10pm Lock, Stock & 
Itao Smoking Barrels 1.10pm, 
3.35pm, 6pm, 8.30pm My Name 
Xan Brooks 15 Joe 1-iOpm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 

8.25pm The Negotiator 1.40pm. 
5.05pm. 8pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm} e 
Piccadilly Circus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1.25pm. 3.50pm. 

s mTrocadem A^^r, 

3.30pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) O- Leicester 
Brest’s under- SquareAortenham Court Road 

l Holiday eoes Class Dip (La Oasse de Neige) 
i tiouaay goes , 05 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 

?er. who gets 8 .30pm Texas Chainsaw 
lights of Planet Massacre 1.35pm. 3.55pm, 

ng billionaire. 8 -55pm 
a reliably solid abc SWISS centre 
ch a picture of (°8 7 0-902 0403) e remoter 
. ; . . Square/Piccadilfy Grtus Buffalo 

wre Leicester 66 uspm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
l Marble Arch 8.40pm ITie Eel 3.55pm. 8.40pm 
teleus. Wrom The Gwemess l -35pm. 6.20pm 
^ y On Connait la Chanson 1.10pm. 

3.40pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm La Vie 
Rev£e des Anges 1 .25pm, 

• ‘3.45pm. 6.25pm, 8.45pm 

irl disguises abc Tottenham court 
ng father from Road 

(0870-902 0414) e Tottenham 
ne of the most Cour[ Road y tde , 25 pm . 

sney has ever 3.55pm. 7pm. 9.40pm n (Pi) 
e Local: Acton 1.20pm. 3.25pm. 5-25pm. 

nn*™ 7.30pm. 9.35pm Practical Magic 
XT-net Odeon, , . 20pm , 3 .40pm. 6.30pm. 

1 ham Warner 9.25pm 
X 12, Warner barbican screen 
mVxrgm,Har- (01 71-638 8891 J B Moorgate 
0 on, Beckham Hilary and Jackie 6pm. 8.40pm 
Eedon Odeon jj 0p < j posiee of ** 6 ' 15pnv 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

. . (0171-351 3742) B Sloane 

lends, Tight. Square Hilary and Jackie 
lham Picture 1.1 Opm. 3.40pm. 6.1 Opm. 

Baker Street, 8 <l0 P fT1 

toad, Warner clapham picture house 
bmerVmaqe. (0171-498 3323) * Clapham 
Common Buiworth 2.45pm. 

xm umeworm 5p frii 71 5pm, 9 .3 Opm Hilary and 
ichley Road, Jackie 1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 

UCI 6, UCI SR™ ^ ??£° s ' ce ° f /c Seit 

2.15pm, 4.30pm, 6.45pm, 

9.15pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) e Green Park 
ls,righLWest Hilary and Jackie 1pm, 3.30pm. 
Curzon Soho, 6pm. 8.40pm 

; Cinema curzon minema 

(0171-369 1723) «■ Hyde Park 
Com e r/Kn igti tsfari dge Elizabeth 
3pm, 6.30pm, 8.50pm 

ssasTheTfen 

sph and His curzon soho 

T, 1 7 (0171-734 2255 (12prn-6pm) 

inor Empire Leicester Square/Tottenham Court 
Cottage, UCI Road Buiworth 1.45pm, 4.1 5pm, 
Ttn’Pmmdem 6.45pm. 9pm Hilary and Jackie 
1 irocaaero ipm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 9.1 5pm * 
(Pi) 1.30pm. 4pm. 5.45pm. 
7.30pm. 9.30pm 

nthishit-and- elephant and castle 
3 Arch Virgin coronet 
rul (0171-703 4968) O Elephant 6 

Castle Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.45pm, 8.20pm Meet Joe Black 
3.30pm, 7.25pm The Siege 

:o grips with 3.35pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 

je winds up a bwpire lbcester square 
flair . Denzel (0990-888990) ■©• Leicester 

c West End f* iar ' e Joe Black ,2 - 20 P m - 
rw»» 7.45pm The Prince of 

ngton,uaeon Egypt 3.30pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
Arch Odeon psycho 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
jin Chelsea dotting hill 

(0171-727 4043) O Notting Hill 
Gate Hilary and Jackie 1pm. 
<fass mores, 3-35pm. 6.10pm, 8.50pm 

lani pleasure hamm ersm ith vumnn 

: family. The (0870-907 0718) O Ravenscourt 

mL indulgent f^ am ? ersm L CI l«_ 

“7" Tf^ ) .30pm. 4pm, 5.50pm, 8.40pm 
rtS Centre Little Voice 1.20pm, 3.50pm. 

6.30pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
12.50pm, 4.30pm. 8.10pm 

* nnnmimm, Practical Magic 1pm. 3.30pm. 
t con^uracy 6 pm. a.30pnT 
Gary Sinise. 

ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) «■ Charing 
Cross The Exterminating Angel 
7pm The Polygraph 6.30pm. 
ends, right 8.30pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) ^ Piccadilly 
D Grcus/Letcester Square The 

Appto (Sib) 3pm. 5pm, 7pm. 
amperes me gpm Dobennam 2pm, 4.15pm, 
npressionist 6.30pm. 8.45pm 

3 10 SS™ 6 netting hill coronet 

rner VHIage (0171-727 6705) -B Notdng Hill ; 
l Bey UCI 12, Gate Buiworth 3pm, 6pm, , 
B.40pm 


ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
54 12noon. 2.15pm. 4.20pm. 
6.40pm. 9. 1 0pm Dobermann 

11.50am. 2.05pm. 4.15pm. 

6.30pm. 8.45pm Little Voice 

< 11.50am. 2.10pm. 4.25pm. 

6.50pm. 9.05pm Practical Magic 
12.20pm. 3.05pm. 5.55pm. 

8.25pm The Siege 6pm, 8.35pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) Q High Street 
Kensington Buiworth 1 .25pm. 

4.10pm. 6.55pm, 9.40pm Enemy 
of the State 3.25pm, 9.15pm 
Hilary and Jackie 12.30pm. 
3.30pm. 6.30pm. 9.30pm Little 
Voice 1.55pm, 4.30pm. 7.05pm. 
9.40pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm. 4.40pm, 8.35pm 

Practical Magic 1.20pm, 4pm, 
6.40pm. 9.20pm The Siege 

12.40pm. 6.30pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(087 05-050007 ) O Leicester 
Square The Siege 1 2.55pm. 
3.35pm, 5.55pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) -O Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12.15pm. 
3.10pm. 6.05pm. 9pm Little Voice 
1.20pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.40pm, 4.30pm. 
8.15pm Practical Magic 1.05pm. 
3.45pm, 6.25pm, 9.05pm The 
Siege 12.50pm. 3-35pm. 6.20pm. 
9.10pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) O Leicester 
Square Elizabeth 1 2.30pm. 3pm, 
5.30pm, 8.10pm Lock, Stock & 
TWo Smoking Barrels 1.20pm, 
3.50pm, 6.10pm, 8.35pm The 
Mask of Zorro 2.30pm. 5.15pm. 
8.10pm Ron In 2.45pm. 5.50pm. 
8.20pm There’S Something 
About Mary 12.40pm, 3.10pm. 
5.40pm, 8.15pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) & Swiss 

Cottage Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 2.50pm, 5.35pm, 

8.20pm Hilary and Jackie 
12.20pm, 3.15pm. 5.45pm. 

8.25pm Little Voice 1.20pm. 
3.40pm, 6.15pm, B.45pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.10pm. 3.50pm. 
7.30pm Practical Magic 
12.55pm, 3.30pm. 6.05pm, 

8.40pm The Siege 12.25pm, 
3.10pm, 5.50pm, 8.25pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) <9 Leicester 

Square Enemy of the State 
12.05pm. 2.45pm. 5.30pm. 

8.25pm Little Voice 1.55pm, 
4.10pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm 

PEPSI MAX CINEMA 

(0171-494 4153) e Piccadilly 
Circus Everest 9.05pm L5 (1MAX) 
12.35pm, 2.40pm. 4.45pm, 7pm 
T-Reac Back to the Cretaceous 
(3-D) 11.30am. 1.35pm. 3.40pm, 
5.45pm, 8pm. 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(01 81 -444 6789) «■ East Finchley 
Little Voice 6.45pm » (Pi) 
2.15pm, 4.30pm, 9pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
Circus Babe: Pig hi the City 
12. 45pm. 3.25pm Out of Sight 
5.50pm. 8.25pm Saving Private 
Ryan 3pm. 7.30pm Star Thek: 
Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.55pm The Unman 
Show 1 pm. 3.1 5pm 

RENOIR 

(0171-837 8402) «- Russell Square 
The Apple (Sib) 1pm, 2.55pm. 
4.50pm, 6.45pm, 8.45pm Ffilary 
and Jackie 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 

6.10pm. 8.40pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) BR/O Brixton 
Buiworth 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 

9.10pm Hideous Kinky 6.50pm 
Hilary and Jackie 3.50pm. 
6.25pm. 9pm Little Voice 3pm. 
5.15pm, 9.30pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7pm. 
9.20pm (+ Short: Horseshoe) n 
(Pi) 3.10pm. 5.20pm. 7.20pm. 
9.35pm (+ Short: The Albatross) 
Rfen Ne Va Plus 2.30pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) & Baker Sheet 
Buiworth 3.05pm. 6.25pm, 

8.45pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.25pm. 4.30pm. 6.40pm. 

8.55pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) & Highbury fir 
Islington Buiworth 3.50pm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) ^ Belsize Park 
Hilary and Jadde 3.10pm. ( 

6.40pm. 9.10pm 

UO WHITELEYS 

(0990-888990) O Queensway 54 
2.50pm. 5pm, 7.10pm, 9.40pm 
Buiworth 1.10pm, 3.50pm, 

6.30pm. 9pm Enemy of the 
State 3.10pm. 6pm. 9.10pm 


Little Voice 1. 20pm. 3.40pm. 

1 6.20pm, 8.50pm The Mask of 

Zorro 1 pm Meet Joe Black 
4.40pm, 8.30pm The Opposite 
of Sex 2.20pm, 4.50pm, 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Practical Magic 1 .30pm, 
4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 2.10pm The 
Siege 4pm. 6.40pm. 9.30pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) e Sloane 

Square'5ourh Kensington 54 
9.30pm Buiworth 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.45pm, 9.15pm Enemy Of Che 
State 2.30pm. 5.45pm. 8-45pm 
Little Voice 1pm, 3.15pm. 
5.15pm. 7.15pm The Siege 

12.45pm, 3.30pm. 6.15pm, 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) O Sourh 

Kensington Enemy of the State 
1 2.50pm. 3.40pm. 6.40pm. 

9.20pm Little Voice 12.40pm. 
2.50pm. 5. 1 Opm, 7.20pm. 
9.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
1 2.20pm. 3.1 Opm, 6. 1 0pm, 

9.10pm Meet Joe Black 1pm, 
4.30pm, 8.15pm The Opposite 
of Sex 1.10pm. 3.20pm. 6pm, 
9pm Practical Magic 1 ,40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) O Piccadilly 
Grcus 54 2.10pm, 4.20pm. 

6.40pm. 8.55pm Buiworth 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6.10pm, 8.35pm My 
Name is Joe 12.55pm. 3.40pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 

(0870-907 0716) Piccadilly 
Grcus Antz 12.20pm. 2.10pm. 
4.05pm. 6.T0pm Dobermann 
9pm The Mask of Zorro T2rtoon. 
2.50pm, 5.40pm. 8.30pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.30pm. 4.20pm. 
8pm Out of Sight 1 2noon. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm 

Practical Magic 12noon. 2.1 5pm. 
4.30pm. 6.50pm, 9.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 12noon. 2pm. 
4.30pm Rush Hour 7pm, 9.20pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.40pm. 6.40pm. 9.15pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) ■©■ Leicester 
Square 54 1 2.40pm. 3.20pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm Buiworth 1pm, 
3.30pm. 6.20pm. 9pm Lock, 
Stock & Two Smoking Barrels 
9.40pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.30pm. 3.30pm. 6.40pm The 
Opposite of Sex 1 20pm, 
3.50pm, 6. 1 0pm. 8.50pm A 

Perfect Murder 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 
6.50pm, 9.25pm Practical Magic 
l2noon, 12.50pm. 2.50pm. 

3.40pm. 5.40pm. 6.30pm. 

8.30pm, 9.20pm Rush Hour 
11.50am, 2.10pm. 4.40pm, 7pm. 
9.30pm What Dreams May Come 
1.10pm, 4pm, 6.35pm. 9.10pm. 

CINEMA 

LONDON LOCALS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(01 81-896 0066) O Park Royal 54 
1 .10pm, 3.20pm. 5.40pm, 7.50pm, 
10pm Buiworth 1.50pm. 4.10pm. 
6.30pm. 9.10pm Enemy of the 
State I pm. 3.50pm, 6.40pm. 
9.35pm Little Voice 1.10pm, 
3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.40pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1 .30pm. 4.20pm, 
7.20pm Meet Joe Black 1.40pm. 
5.20pm. 9pm Practical Magic 1pm, 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 8.50pm Rush 
Hour 10.10pm The Siege 2pm. 
4.30pm, 7.10pm, 9.50pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 2.10pm. 4.30pm, 
6.55pm, 9.20pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (08705 050007} High 
Barrier Enemy of the State 5.30pm. 
8.15pm Little Voice 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 7pm. 9pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm. 4.15pm. 7.45pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1 ,05pm. 3.35pm, 6.1 5pm. 
8.30pm The Siege 1 2.45pm. 
3.15pm. 5.45pm, 8.45pm Star Thek: 
Insurrection 12.30pm. 3pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Enemy of the State 
2pm. 5.30pm, 820pm Meet Joe 
Black 1.20pm. 7.20pm Practical 
Magic 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 
8.45pm The Prince Of Egypt 5pm 

STUDIO (0181-663 6103) In the 
Company Or Men 8pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

CINEWORLD (0181-303 1550) 
BR: Bedeyheach Aa Ab Laut Oialen 
1pm. 4.40pm, 8.30pm Buiworth 
12.15pm. 2.40pm. 5pm. 7.15pm, 
9.40pm Enemy of the State 
1 .30pm. 4.10pm, 6.55pm, 9.30pm 
Little VWce 12.10pm. 2.30pm. 
4.50pm. 7.05pm, 9.20pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1pm. 3.50pm, 
6.40pm, 9.25pm Meet Joe Black 
12.45pm, 4,1 5pm. 7.45pm Practi- 
cal Magic 12.35pm. 2.50pm. 
5.10pm. 7.30pm, 9.50pm Psycho 
9.45pm The 5iege 1 .45pm. 1 

4.30pm. 6.50pm, 9.35pm 

Star ltek: insurrection 12noon. 
2.T5pm. 4.45pm. 7.25pm 


BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Btomley North/Bromley South En- 
emy of the State 3.25pm. 8.40pm 
Little Voice 12.1 5pm. 3.50pm. 
7.35pm Meet Joe Black 12.1 5pm. 
3.50pm. 7.35pm Practical Magic 
1 -40pm. 4.05pm, 6.30pm, 8.55pm 
The Siege 3.25pm. 8.40pm 

CATFORD 

ABC (01 81 -698 3306) BR; Catford 
Enemy of the State 2.40pm, 
5.30pm. 8.20pm practical Magic 
1 ,15pm, 3.45pm. 6.15pm, 8.45pm 

CROYDON 

CLOCKTOWER (0181 -253 1030) 
BR: Croydon Wes c/East Elizabeth 
5.50pm Little Voice 2pm. 4pm. 
8.30pm + Whoosh 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Enemy of 
The State 3.35pm. 6.30pm. 
9.30pm Little Voice 2.10pm. 
4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.10pm The 
Mask of Zorro 5.40pm. 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1pm. 4.50pm. 
8.40pm The Opposite of Sex 
2.30pm, 5pm. 7.20pm. 9.40pm 
Practical Magic 3.20pm. 6.1 Opm. 
8.50pm The Prince Of Egypt 3pm 
The Siege 1 .30pm. 4.20pm. 
7.10pm. 9.50pm Star Hrek: Insur- 
rection 1.40pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm. 
9.20pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (592 2020) 
■O Dagenham Heathway 54 1.10pm. 
4.T0pm. 7pni. 9.10pm Buiworth 
1.50pm. 4.25pm. 7.10pm. 9.40pm 
Enemy of the State 12.40pm. 
3.30pm. 6.15pm. 9.15pm Little 
Voice 2pm. 4.20pm. 6.50pm, 
9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
5.45pm. 8.40pm Meet Joe Black 
1 2.30pm, 4.30pm. 8.30pm Practi- 
cal Magic 1.15pm. 3.40pm. 
6.20pm. 9pm The Prince of Egypt 
lpm. 3.20pm The Siege 1.40pm. 
4.15pm, 6-40pm. 9.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm, 4pm, 
6.30pm. B.50pm 

EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
90707 1 9) BR/O- Ealing Broadway 
Little Voice 1.50pm. 4.20pm, 
6.40pm. 9pm Meet Joe Blade 2pm. 
7.40pm Practical Magic 2.10pm, 
4.30pm, 6.50pm. 9.10pm The 
Prince of Egypt 5.35pm 

EDGWARE 

BELLE-VUE (0181-381 2556) O 
Edgware Aa Ab Laut Chalen phone 
for details Bade Dilwala phone for 
details Kuch Koch Hota Hal phone 
for details The Mask of Zorro 
2.30pm, 5.15pm. 8.15pm The 
Prince of Egypt 5.30pm Zakhm 
phone for details 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY UCI 12 (0990- 
888990) ■©■ Tottenham Hale 54 
4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm Aa Ab Laut 
Chalen 4.25pm. 8.1 5pm Buiworth 
3.30pm. 6.15pm. 8.50pm Enemy 
Of the State 3pm, 6pm. 9.10pm. 
9.55pm Little Voice 3.45 pm, 
6.20pm. 8.40pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 5.30pm Meet Joe Black 4pm. 
7.50pm The Opposite of Sex 
4.15pm, 7.15pm, 9.50pm The Par- 
ent Trap 3.40pm, 6.35pm Practi- 
cal Magic 4.30pm, 7pm. 9.30pm 
Rush Hour 10.10pm The Siege 
4.10pm. 6.55pm. 9.40pm Star 
h-efc: Insurrection 4.50pm. 7.20pm 
What Dreams May Come 8.30pm 

FE1THAM 

CINEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Feltham AAAB Laut 
Chalam 1 1.55am, 3.30pm. 7.05pm 
Bade Dilwala 4. 15pm, 9.1 5pm Bui- 
worth 1 1 .50am. 2.20pm, 4.50pm, 
7_20pm, 9.50pm Enemy of the 
State 1.10pm. 3.45pm. 6.30pm. 
9.10pm Hum Aapke Haln Koun..! 
11.15am. 1pm. 2.45pm. 4.35pm, 
6.20pm. 8.05pm. 9.45pm Hu 111 Hi 
11am. 2.1 5pm. 8pm Kuch Midi Hota 
Hal 11.10am. 2.40pm. 6.10pm, 
9.40pm Uttle Voice 12noon, 
2.20pm. 4.40pm. 7.1 Opm. 9.25pm 
The Mask of Zorro 1.30pm. 
7.30pm Meet Joe Black 1 .05pm. 
4.30pm. 8pm The Opposite of Sex 
1 1 .30am. 2pm, 4.30pm, 7pm, 
9.30pm Practical Magic 1 1 .35am. 
2pm, 4.25pm, 7pm, 9.20pm Psy- 
cho 9.35pm The Siege 12noon. 
2.20pm, 4.40pm. 7.1 Opm. 9.25pm 
Star TVek: insurrection 12noon. 
2.15pm, 4.45pm. 7.15pm Zakhm 
5.30pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) ■©■ East Rnchley/FInchley 
Central Buiworth 1.50pm. 4.15pm. 
6.50pm. 9.30pm Enemy of the 
State 3pm. 6pm. 9pm Little Voice 
1 . 1 0pm, 3.40pm, 6. 1 5pm. 8.45pm 
The Mask of Zorro 7pm. 9.40pm 
Meet Joe Black 1pm. 4.40pm. 
8.30pm Practical Magic 1 ,30pm, 
3.50pm, 6.30pm, 9.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.15pm. 4.05pm 
The Siege 2pm, 4.50pm, 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Star Trek: insurrection 
2pm. 4.25pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm 


HNCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3059) o Finchley Road Buiworth 
2pm. 4.30pm. 7pm, 9.30pm Enemy 
of the State 1pm. 3.35pm. 6.20pm. 
9.20pm Little Voice 1 ,50pm, 4pm, 
6.15pm. 8.30pm Meet Joe Black 
1 .25pm. 5.05pm. 8.45pm The op- 
posite of Sex 2.20pm. 4.40pm. 
7.20pm, 9.50pm Practical Magic 
1.15pm. 3.50pm. 6.30pm, 9,10pm 
The Siege 1.30pfn. 4.10pm, 650pm, 
9.40pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1.10pm, 6.40pm 

GOLDERS GREEN 

ABC (0181-455 1724) OGolders 
Green Meet Joe Black 2.45pm, 
7.25pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 OtOI) BR: 
Greenwich Buiworth 4.35pm, 
6.55pm. 9. 1 5pm Hilary And Jack- 
ie 3.45pm. 6.1 5pm, 8.45pm Little 
Voice 4.55pm. 7pm. 9.05pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0B70-902041 3) & Belsize 
Park Enemy of The State 8.1 5pm 
Uttie Voice 2pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 
8.45pm Meet Joe Black 3pm. 
7.20pm Star Ihek: Insurrection 
2.40pm. 5.50pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (0181-426 0303) 
O Harrow on the Hill/H arrow & 
Wealdstone Fire 7pm Hum Aapke 
Hain Koun J 1 .30pm, 5pm. 8.45pm 
Hu Tu hi 8.45pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) -O Harrow on the Hill 54 
7.30pm. 9.40pm Buiworth 1.30pm. 
3.50pm. 6.20pm, 8.50pm Enemy 
of the State 12.10pm. 3pm, 
5.55pm. 9pm Little Voice 1.05pm. 
3.35pm, 6.10pm. 8.30pm The 
Mask of Zorro 9.20pm Meet Joe 
Black 1 220pm, 4pm. 8pm The Op- 
posite of Sex 11.30am, 2pm, 
4.30pm. 6.45pm. 9.10pm Practical 
Magic 1.30pm. 4.10pm. 6.50pm. 
9.30pm The Siege 12.55pm. 
3.25pm, 6.05pm. 8.40pm Scar 
Trek: Insurrection 1 2 noon, 2.20pm. 
4.40pm, 7pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705 050007) O Hol- 
loway RoarVArchway 54 2.35pm, 
4.45pm, 6.55pm. 9.05pm Bui- 
worth 1.25pm. 3.50pm, 6.15pm, 
8.50pm Enemy Of the State 
2.50pm, 5.40pm, 8.30pm Little 
Voice 1.35pm, 4pm. 6.25pm, 
8.50pm The Mask Of Zorro 
12.35pm, 5.55pm Meet Joe Black 
12.20pm, 4pm. 7.20pm Practical 
Magic 1.35pm, 4pm, 6.25pm. 
8.50pm The Siege 12.30pm. 
3.15pm. 6pm, 8.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.30pm, 8.55pm 


ILFORD 

ODEON (Q8705 050007] ^ Gants H» 
Enemy or The State 3pm. 8.10pm 
Uttte Voice 1.50pm. 4.10pm, 
6.30pm, 8.50pm Meet Joe Black 
12noon. 3.40pm, 7.20pm Practical 
Magic 1.20pm, 3.50pm. 6.10pm. 
8.40pm The Siege 12.1 Opm. 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.20pm Star trek: 
Insurrection 12.20pm, 5.50pm 

kilehjhai 

THE TRICYCLE (0171-328 1000) 
O Kilbum Buiworth 6.30pm. 
8.45pm The Fountainhead 3pm 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 
ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Enemy of Che State 
2.25pm, 8.05pm Meet Joe Blade 
2.15pm, 7.15pm Practical Magic 
2.25pm, 6.05pm, 8.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 5.30pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705 050007) e High- 
gate Little Voice 1 ,05pm, 3.05pm, 
5.05pm, 7.05pm, 9.05pm The 
Mask of Zorro 1 ,25pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.10pm, 7.40pm Practical 
Magic l.lOpm. 3.50pm. 6.15pm, 
8.40pm 

PEOLHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye Buiworth 4.20pm. 
6.45pm. 9.10pm Enemy Of the 
State 3.55pm. 6.30pm, 9.05pm Ut- 
tie Voice 5.05pm. 7.10pm. 9.15pm 
Meet Joe Black 5pm, 8.30pm 
Practical Magic 4.50pm, 7.15pm. 
9.30pm The Siege 4.15pm, 
6.50pm, 9.20pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Puriey 
Uttle Voice 6. 1 0pm, 8,30pm Meet 
Joe Black 7. 1 0pm Psydio 5. 1 0pm, 
8. 1 0pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870 9020401) & Putney 
Bridge- BR: Putney Uttle Voice 
1.15pm. 3.45pm, 6.15pm, 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Made 3.25pm, 7.15pm 
PracDcalMag* l. 15p m. 3.45jim, 
6.05pm, 8.25pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/O 
?' c ™? ofld Hilary And Jackie 
, 2 ^ 3.20pm, 6.10pm, 9pm 
2pm. 4.20pm. 7pm. 
9.30pm Practical Magic 1.20pm. 
3.5Qpmm. 6.20pm, 9.20pm 




1 f' T 
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ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/G Richmond Bulworth 1 .40pm. 
4.10pm. 6.50pm. 9.20pm Enemy 
of die State 3.20pm, 9pm Hie 
Mask of Zorro T 2.30pm. 6.10pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 2.20pm, 4.30pm. 
8.20pm The Siege 12. 40pm. 
3.20pm. 6.20pm. 9.10pm 


WATERMANS ARTS CBiTRE High 
Street. Brentford. Middlesex (01 81 - 
568 1176) Llcde Vote {1 S) 1.30pm. 
9pm Elizabeth (15) 4.30pm Sitcom 
(18) 7pm 


Theatre 

West End 


BR/G Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
£51(71 3pm. E10-E27.50. 


ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-9020419) BR: Romford 
Meet Joe Black 2.20pm. 7.20pm 
Practical Magic 2.30pm. 5.55pm. 
8.25pm The Siege 2.15pm. 
5.30pm. 8.10pm 


BRIGHTON 

DUKE OF YORK'S (01 273-6025031 
On Connaic (a Chanson (PG) 
2.15pm. 6.30pm Sitcom (18) 
4.30pm, 8.50pm 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day; times and prices for the week; 
running times Include intervals. • 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1 J: Sun. [3j: Tue. [4]: 
Wed. [5]: Thur. [6]: Fri. [7]: Sat 


l LES MISERABLES Musical 
dramatisation ofVictor Hugo’s mas- 
texpece. fWace Shaftesbury Avenue, 
W1 (0171-434 0909) G Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. I5H7] 2.30pm, 
£7- £3 5. 195 mins. 




Fin* Qafl . ^ ^ - 


. -r-.x* V • 


ODEON UBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford Biemy of the 
State 12.30pm, 3.10pm. 5.45pm, 
8.30pm Little Vbke 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6. 1 5pm, 8.40pm The Mask of Zor- 
ro 2.1 5pm, 5.15pm, 8.15pm Meet 
Joe Black 12.30pm, 4pm, 7.30pm 
The Parent Trap 1 2.45pm, 3.30pm 
Practical Magic 1.15pm. 3.45pm. 
6.20pm. 8.45pm Psycho 6.3Qpm, 
8.50pm The Siege 12.45pm. 
3.15pm, 5.50pm, 8.20pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm, 
6pm. 8.30pm 


BRISTOL 

WATERSHED (01 17-925 3845) The 
Add House (18) 8.25pm Hamam: 
The Turkish Bath (NC) 6.05pm Sit- 
com (18) 6pm Little Voice (15) 
8.15pm 


CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS CINEMA (01223-504444) 
The Apple (Sib) (PG) 1.1 5pm. 
7.30pm Jt (PI) (1 S) 330pm. 9.30pm 
Strike (PG) 5pm 


I ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a &mer party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars Fe- 
licity Tffwfal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue, W1 
(01 71 -494 5065) * PICC Ore. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. pi[7) 3pm. £19.50- 
£27.50 £12.50-£1 7.50 (restricted 
views). 130 mins. 


•MissSAKONMusicalwhidize- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street, WQ (01 71- 
494 5060) G Coven t Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. 141(7) 3pm, S5.75-E35. 
165 mins. 


is-nspat^d tote cae- of.tbe TreaKteea 
tfcerefiire nafi 


Pil 


: TTreyfegg Ma r fo* Mnsf feifl 


riSs.-- 


• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie’s whodunnit. St Martin’s 
West Street WC2 (01 71 -836 1443) 
GUafcSq. MravSat 8pm. [3J 2.45pm, 
[7] 5pm, £1 0-E24.50. 1 35 mln$. 


Seventies anri deals wfth the 


■ JfcgraM SWl ( 0171 ^ 

"-v 


CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01 222- 
399666) La Grande Illusion (U) 
2.30pm. 7.30pm Sixth Happiness 
(NC) 6. 15pm Bulworth (18) 8. 15pm 


SIDCUP 

ABC (0541 -555131 ) BR' Sdcup Lit- 
tie VWce 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 
Meet Joe Black 3.15pm, 7.15pm 


STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-9070717) BR: Crick- 
lewood Bulworth 1 . 1 5pm. 3.50pm. 
6.20pm. 8.50pm Enemy of the 
State 3pm, 5.50pm, 8.45pm Little 
Voice 1 .45pm. 4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm 
Meet Joe Black 12.45pm, 4.30pm, 
8.15pm Practical Magic 1.30pm, 
4.15pm. 6.45pm. 9.15pm The 
Siege 1.30pm. 4.05pm. 6.35pm, 
9.15pm 


CHICHESTER 

NEW PARK HLM CENTRE (01243- 
786650] Dancing at Lughnasa 
(PG) 1.30pm, 9pm Firelight (15) 
3.45pm A Sokfier's Daughter Nev- 
er Cries (1 5) 6.1 5pm 


• AMADEUS David Suchet stare 
as Salieri in Peter Shaffer's ac- 
claimed drama based on the life of 
Mdzart.OldVicTlieCuc.SE1 (0171- 
928 7616/cc 420 0000) BR/G Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4J[7| 
2.30pm. £10-£30. 180 mins. 

• ANNIE Rags to richfes story of the 
constantly optinristJC orphan. Victo- 
ria Palace Victoria Street, SWT 
(0171-834 1317) BltyQ Victoria. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. [4|(71 2.30pm. [1} 
4pm. £7.50-£32.50. 165 mins. 


» OKLAHOMA! Maureen Upman 
stars in the NatfenaTsacdamied pro- 
duction of Rodgers and Hammer- 
stern's cowboy versus farmhand 
musical. Lyceum Wellington Street. 

WC2 (0870-606 3446) O Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [4]f7J 2.30pm. 
ends 26 June. £10-£35. 


O THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber's 
Gothic muskaL Her Majesty's Hay- 
market. 5W1 (0171-494 5400) G 
Rcc Ore. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [4] [7] 
3pm. £1 0-E35. 150 mins. 


IPSWICH 

FILM THEATRE (01473-215544) 
Dancing at Lughnasa (PG) 2.30pm. 
6.15pm, 8.30pm Hamam: The 
TUrkJsh Bath (NC) 6pm On Connalt 
fa Chanson (PG) 8.15pm 


STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902041 5) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 1 .40pm Meet 
Joe Black 3.40pm. 7.20pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1.50pm Psycho 
2.20pm. 5.55pm. 8.25pm Sear 
TTek: Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm. 
8.40pm 


LEICESTER 

PHOENIX ARTS (0116-255 4854) 
The Knowledge of Healing (PG) 
6.05pm Character (IS) 8.30pm 


9 ART Larry Lamb, Jack Dee, Tim 
Heaty in ^cthItm Reza’s comedy 
about art and friendship. Wynd- 
ham's Charing Cross Road. WC2 
(0171-369 1736/cc 0171-867 
1 1 1 1 ) G Leic Sq. Tue-Sat 8pm. (4) 
3pm, |7|[1| 5pm. £9.50^27.50. 90 
mins. 


^AREIiAKSJ.tADlES are reaflyfire inefr whs) 
tui, playing 'songs. !TEaw that we've gotttet tifeai 
- ape plenty more surprises from tMs^ Canadians 4ji 
at least fr^m those ferns who often Saw apf£ 
macaroni on stage. Since tbe j^ease of tfes 
'ejassfc 1992 debut; Gordon, Baxesaaked Lai&ei 
been on the up, arise which mrtmfaate dm tfa^j 
reeesjftyCTmiBgther first ctct USgoMtfec lb 

Spedade. Airerfra date has now been addetfl 
UKtoUE"’ 

; The Fiorvm, London NW5 (0171-344 0044) 13 Jfeb 


• RENT Musical inspired bry La Bo- 
heme and set in modern day New 
York. Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. WC2 (07000-21 1221) -G-Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (41(71 3pm. 
E12.50-E32.50. 160 mins. 


NORWICH 

CINEMA CITY (01603-622047) 
Fear and Loathing m Las Vegas 
(18) 2.30pm, 8.15pm Mecalllca 
Untitled (NC) 5.30pm 


• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST Lav 
ista femity musical based on Disney’s 
cartoon versfoo of the favourite fany 
tale. Dominion Tottenham Court 
Road, W1 (0171-656 1888)0 Tott 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. f5|I7J 
2.30pm. £18.SO-£35. 150 mins. 


HBCHARD B Robert Lindsay stars 
as the historical villain. Savoy Strand, 
WC2 (0171-836 8888/cc 0171- 
836 0479) O Charing X/Embank- 
menc. Mon-Sat 730pm. (7) 230pm. 
E10-E27.50. 


& Sun 3.30pm. ends 6 Mac £12-£13. 
Upper Street. NT (OT 71 -226 1916) 
G AngeVHlghbury & Islington. 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


ODEON (08705 050007) BR: 
Strearham Hill/e- Brixton/CJapham 
Common Bulworth 1 .30pm. 
3. 50pm. 6.10pm. 8.30pm Enemy 
of the State 12.10pm. 2.55pm. 
5.40pm. 8.25pm Little Voice 
1.20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.20pm 
Practical Magic 1.1 Opm. 3.40pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm The Siege 1pm. 
3.30pm. 6.10pm, 8.40pm 


SURREY QUAY5 

UCI (0990 888990) & Surrey 
Quays Bulworth 4.10pm. 7.20pm. 
9.50pm Enemy of the State 3pm, 
5.50pm. 8.45pm Little Voice 
3.50pm, 6.20pm. 8.30pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.40pm Meet Joe 
Black 4.30pm. 6.10pm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 4pm. 7pm. 9.45pm Prac- 
tical Magic 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 9pm 
The Siege 6.40pm, 9.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3.30pm. 6.30pm. 
9.20pm 


SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) BR: Sut- 
[me Marden Enemy Of the State 
3.45pm. 6.30pm, 9.15pm Uttle 
Voice 4.15pm. 6.40pm. 9pm The 
Mask of Zorro 3.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 6.45pm, 8.3Qpm The Oppo- 
site of Sex 6.50pm. 9.40pm Prac- 
tical Magic 4pm. 6.20pm. 8.45pm 
The Siege 9.30pm Scar Trek: In- 
surrection 4.30pm. 7pm 


TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-888 2519) G 
Turnpike Lane Enemy of the State 
3pm. 5.45pm. 8.20pm Meet Joe 
Black 3.30pm, 7.25pm The Siege 
3.35pm. 6pm, 8.30pm 


UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705 050007) G 
Uxbridge Meet Joe Black 12.15pm. 
3.55pm. 7.35pm Practical Magic 
1pm. 4pm. 6.25pm. 8.50pm 


WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) ^Waltham- 
stow Central Little Voice 1 ,30pm, 
4pm. 6.10pm, 8.30pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.10pm. 7.20pm Psycho 
2pm. 5.10pm. 8.20pm 


WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01 932- 
252825) BR: Walton on Thames Lit- 
tle Voice 3.30pm. 6.40pm, 8.50pm 
Meet Joe Black 3pm, 7.15pm 


WELL HALL 

CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham Enemy of the State 3pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm Uttle Voice 3pm. 
6.15pm. 8.45pm 


W1LLESDEN 

BELLE-VUE (0181-830 0822) G 
Willesden Green The Prince Of 
Egypt 4.45pm Psycho 6.30pm. 
9pm 


WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705 050007) BR/G 
Wimbledon/G South Wimbledon 
Enemy of The State 2.30pm. 
5.25pm, 8.20pm Utde Voice 2pm. 
4.1 5pm. G.30pm. 8.45pm Meet Joe 
Black 12.25pm. 3.55pm. 7.30pm 
Practical Magic 1.30pm, 3.50pm. 
6.1 5pm. 8.45pm The Siege 6pm. 
8.30pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .45pm. 3.50pm 


WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) G South 
Woodford Little Voice 2.10pm, 
4.20pm. 6.30pm. 8.40pm Meet Joe 
Black 2.30pm. 7.30pm The Siege 
2.40pm. 5.45pm, 8.20pm 


WOOLWICH 

CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal The Mask of Zor- 
ro 4pm. 8.10pm Practical Magic 
4pm. 6.15pm. 8.40pm 


Cinema 

Repertory 


LONDON 

CINE U1MIERE Queensberry Place. 
SW7 (01 71 -838 2 1 4472146) Passe 
de Nelge (NC) 2.30pm, 6.30pm. 
8. 30pm 


THE LUX GNEMA Haxton Square. 
N1 (0171-684 0201) Roll Your 
Own: New Film Makers Showcase 
|NQ 7pm Ich Tank (NC) 9pm 


NFT South Bank. SE1 (0171-928 
3232) The Spanish Prisoner (PG) 
2 30pm The African Queen (U) 
6.15pm Nora Hdmer (181 6.30pm 
42nd Street (NC) 7.30pm Grow- 
ing Pains: Short Cuts (NC) 8.30pm 
The Merchant of Four Seasons (1 8) 
8.45pm 


PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place, 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) Twilight 
(15) 2.30pm Henry Fool (18) 5pm 
Titanic (12) 7.45pm 


RIVERSIDE STUDIOS Crisp Road 
W6 (0171-420 0100) Farm (18) 
6.45pm + The Big Lebovwkl 8.45pm 


Cinema 


COUNTRYWIDE 


STRATFORD 

NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/G 
Stratford East Bulworth 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.10pm Uttle Voice 
1.35pm. 3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.30pm 
Meet Joe Black 1 . 1 5pm. 4.45pm. 
8.15pm Practical Magic 2pm. 
4.15pm. 6.35pm. 9pm The Prince 
of Egypt 1.45pm 


ONEWORLD THE MOVIES (01275- 
831099): 54 (1 5): Ana (PG): Babe: 
Pig In the City (U): Bulworth (18): 
Casper (PG): Elizabeth (15); Ene- 


my of the State (1 5): Hum Aapke 
Oil Mein Relice Hain (Ul- Aa Ab 


Dil Mein Rehte Hain (U): Aa Ab 
Laut Chaiain (pg): Uttle Voice 
(1 5): Lock. Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels (18): The Mask of Zorro 
(PG): Meet Joe Black (12): The Par- 
ent Trap (PG): Practical Magic (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Psycho 
(15): Rush Hour (15): The Siege 
(1 5); Small Soldiers (PG): Star Trek: 
Insurrection (PG): Toy Story (PG) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Dr DoOt- 
tle (PG): Enemy of the State (15); 
Hope Floats (PG): Mulan (U); The 
Parent Trap (PG): Practical Magic 
(1 2): The Siege (1 5): Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG) 


ORPHEUS HENLEAZE (01 1 7-962 
1644): Elizabeth (15): Fear And 
Loathing in Las Vegas (18); Meet 
Joe Black (12): The Parent Trap 
(PG): The Prince of Egypt (U]:Scar 
Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


SHOWCASE (0117-9723800): 54 
(15); The Acid House (18): Antz 
(PG); Babe: Pig in the City (U): Bul- 
worth (18); Enemy of the State 
(15); Utde Voice (15); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black (1 2); 
The Opposite of Sex (18): The Rv- 
ent trap (PG): Practical Magic (1 2): 
The Prince of Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15); Rush Hour (15); The Siege 
(15); Small SokSers (PG): Star Tide 
Insurrection (PG): There's Some- 
thing About Mary (15) 


WARNER VILLAGE (0117-950 
0222); 54 (15): Antz (PG): Babe: 
Pig in the City (U): Blade (1 8); Bul- 
worth (18): Enemy of the State 
(15); Uttle Voice (15); The Mask 
of Zorro (PG): Meet Joe Black (12): 
Mulan (U): The Parent Trap (PG); 
Paws (PG): Practical Magic (12): 
The Prince of Egypt (U); Psycho 
(15): Rush Hour (15): Saving Pri- 
vate Ryan (15): The Siege (15): 
Small Soldiers (PG): Star Trek: In- 
surrection (PG) 


CARDIFF 

ABC (0541-555178): Babe: Pig in 
the Gey (U): Enemy of the State (1 5): 
Meet Joe Black (1 2): The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Psycho (15); Star Thek: 
Insurrection (PG): Zulu (15) 


CAPITOL ODEON (08705-050007): 
August (PG): Babe: Pig in the Gty 
(U); Enemy of the State (1 5): The 
Englishman Who Went Up A H01. 
But Came Down A Mountain (PG): 
Meet Joe Black (12): Mrs Brown 
(PG): Practical Magk (12): The 
Prince of Egypt (U); Psycho (15): 
Shadowlands (U); The Siege (1 S): 
Star Ttek: Insurrection (PG) 


MONICO (01 222-693426); Utde 
Voice (15): Meet Joe Black (12) 


ODEON (08705-050007); Antz 


(PG); The Edge (15): Legends of 
the Fall (15): Uttle Voice (15): The 
Mask of Zorro (PG); The Parent 
Trap (PG) 


UCI 12 (0990-888990): 54 (15); Antz 
(PG); Babe: Pig in the Gty (U); Bul- 
worth (1 8): Enemy of the State (1 5); 
Kdeous Kinky (15): AaAb Laut Cha- 
iain (pg): Little Voice (15): Lock, 
Stock A two Smoking Barrels (1 8): 
The Mask of Zorro (PG); Meet Joe 
Black (12): Mulan (U): The Parent 
Trap (PG): practical Magk (1 2): The 
Mnce of Egypt (U): Psycho (15); 
Rush Hcur (15); Saving Private Ryan 
(1 5): The Siege (1 5): Small Soldiers 
(PG): Star Thek: Insurrection (PG): 
Velvet Goldmine (18) 


MAIDSTONE 

ABC GNEMA (0870-9020405): 
Uttle Voice (1 5): Meet Joe Black 
(12): The Parent "Bap (PG); The' 
Prince of Egypt (U): The Siege (1 5) 


ODEON LOCHMEADOW (08705- 
050OO7); Antz (PG): Enemy of the 


State (15): George of the Jungle 
(U): Uttle Voice (15): The Mask of 


Zorro (PG); Meet Joe Black (12); 
Mulan (U); The Parent Trap (PG): 
practical Magk (12); The Prince of 
Egypt (U); Psycho (15): Rush Hour 
(1 5); The Siege (15): Small Sokfiers 
(PG): Star Trek: Insurrection (PG) 


BATH 

ABC (01225-461730); Antz (PG); 
Practice! Magic (12) 


• BLOOD BROTHERS WQty Rus- 
sell's tong-running Liverpool musi- 
cal melodrama about twins who are 
' separated at birth. Phoenix Charing 
Cross Road. WC2 (0171 -369 1 733) 
^ Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. [5J 3pm. [7[ 4pm. £1 1.50- 
£32.50. 165 mins. 


ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 
• OUVIER: Peter Pan Stephen Oliv- 
er’s music accompanies the tale of 
the Boy Who Would Not Grow Up, 
with Michael Bryant as the Story- 
teller In rep tonight 7.15pm, ends 
20 Feb. 


LA2 You’ll Have Had four Hole 
Irvine Welsh’s modern revenge 
tragedy Mon-Sat 8pm. ends 27 Mar 
Mon-Thu r £14.75. Fri-Sat £16.74. 
Glaring Cross Road, WC2 101 71-434 
0403/cc 344 4444) O Tottenham 
Court Road. 


AYLESBURY 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY MU- 
SEUM Chocolate with 

chocolate at its heart. Mon-Sat 
1 0am-Spm. Sun 2pm-5pm, ends 31 
Jan. £3.50. child £2. Church Street 
(01296-331441) 


LONDON 

PURCELL ROOM Rwl OTTette The 
hitantat wfth Rpanfrh Renaissance 
and Baroque repertoire. Tonight 
7.30pm. £6-£12. South Bank. SE1 
(0171-960 4242) BR/O Waterloo. 


UTTLE THEATRE (01 225-466822): 
Babe: Pig m the Gty (U); Bulworth . 
(18): Little Voice (15): The Mask 
of Zorro (PG) 


ROBINS (01225-461506): Enemy 
of the Seace ( f 5); Meet Joe Black 
(12): Tne Pamf Trap (PG): The 
Prince of Egypt (U». The Siege (1 5): 
Spkeworfc. "Tie Movie (PCI 


• BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of Buddy Holty. 
Strand Aldwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) O Covent Garden/Chartng X. 
Tue-Thu 8pm. Fri 5.30pm £ 8.30pm. 
Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats fl J 4pm. 
£10-E27. half price Friday madnees. 
160 mins. 


• "YTTHJON: The Forest Alan Ay- 
ckbourn'S new version of Ostrovsiy's 
biadt social satire stars Frances de 
la Ibuc In rep tonight 7pm. 


TTDCYCLE THEATRE The Colour of 
Justice h wwikrtH n of the head- 
line-grabbing Stephen Lawrence 
ease. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. Sat 4pm & 
8pm. ends 6 Feb. £8-£13.50. Kil- 
bura High Road. NW6 (0171-328 
1000] eKilbum. 


BRISTOL 

ABC WHTTELADIES ROAD (01 > 7- 
973 3640): Meet Joe Black (12); 
The Prince oF Egypt (U): Psycho 
(15); Star 1>ek: Insurrection (PG) 


•CATS LJoyd Webber's musical ver- 
sion of TS Eliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (0171 -405 
0072/cC 0171-404 4079) O Coven: 
Garden Holbom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
l?!!7| 3pm. £12.50-£35. 165 mins. 


• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey’s new play aves a 
tender account of the life of Hills- 
borough disaster survivor In rep 
tonight 7.30pm. ends 5 Apr. 150 
mins. Olivier & Lyttelton: E8-E27. 
Coctesloe: £12-£18. NT2000: £4. 
cones £3. Day seats from 10am. 
South Bank. SE1 (0171-452 3000). 
BR/'G Waterloo. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Mary Potter. (1900- 
1981) Retrospeaive of the artist’s 

laig^ figurative painting!. Mon. Tue 
& Thur-Sat 10am-5pm. Sun 2pm- 
5 pm. ends 28 Mar, free. Church 
Street (01273-290900) 


W1GMORE HALL Bonxfin String 
Quartet Russian quartets by 
Tchaikovsky and Shostakovich. 
Tonight 730pm. £9- £20. Wigmore 
Street. W1 (0171-935 2141) © 
Bond Street/Oxford Grots. 


FOLKSTONE 

FOLKESTONE FRENCH MARKET 
■fractional French food and atmos- 
pbere can be found at the marttet 
Folks tone Town Centre Precinct 
(01303-850522) Today 9am-5pm. 
phone for details. 


WATFORD 


THE COLOSSEUM English Classi- 
cal Players VtvaZdPb Aur Seasons 
and other Baroque worts. Tonight 
7.30pm. £1 0-El 6. Rkkmanswortii 
Road (01923-445000) 


BATH 

THEATRE ROYAL Betrayal Pinter’s 

iWining work stars ImngPTi Shihtw 

and Douglas Hodge and is directed 
byHevarNimn. 28-30 Jan. 8pm. £9- 
£22.50. cones available. Sawdose 
(01225-448844) 


BRISTOL 

ARNOLFZNI SccretVJctoriansAvi- 
sion of tee 19th-ceahny presented by 
Mth-century artists. Mon-Sat 1 0am- 
7pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Narrow Quay (01 17-3239191) 


LONDON 

THE ROAD RACING AND SUPER- . 
BIKE SHOW Major motor cyde ez- 
hiht ttim, including a stadiu m trial 
d emonstra tion and attempts at the 
world record for ascent cna vertical 
wafl. Alexandra Palace Wbod Green - 
N22 (01440-707055) BR: Alexan- 
dra Fblace. Thu & Fri 1 0am-6pm, Sat M 
& Sun 9am-6pm. ends 31 Jan. £8. 
cones £3. 


OPERA 


ARNOLHNI (0117-9299191); Love 
is the Devil ( 1 8): My Life and Times 
with Antonin Artaud (IMC); Renders 
(1 5); Year of the Horse (1 5) 


3 CHK.1GO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison sur in this hil Brood- 
why musical about two murderous 
women and their nightclub act AdeL 
phi Maiden Lane. IVC2 (0171-344 
0055) C Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[4JJ7J 3pm. £16- £36 fine booking 
fee). 130 mins. 


ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
O THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare’s 
romance drama In rep today 1 .45pm 
& 7. 1 5pm. booking to 4 Mar. 1 65 
mins. 


• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRIDGED) Reduced Shakespeare 
Company fast-forward through 37 
plgys. Criterion Piccadilly Grcus. Wi 
(01 7 1 -369 1 747) «■ Picc Grc Wed- 
Sat 8pm. [5| 3pm. [7] 5pm. [1 J 4pm. 
E6-E25. Thu mats - all seats £10. 
120 mins. 


) THE PfR The hwo Gentlemen 
Of Verona Shakespeare's witty corn- 
ed}' is directed by Edward HaH In rep 
today 2pm fi 7. 1 5pm, ends 28 Jan. 
Barbican Theatre: £5-£27. The Pit: 
£1 1-El 8.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891). BR/O Barbi- 
can/Moorgace. 


BRIGHTON 

KOMED1A And the Ship Sailed On 
Sally Owen and Nola Rae join forces 
in this eccentric visual piece: 28 Jan. 
8.30pm. 29 & 30 Jan. 8pm. £7.50. 
cones £6. Gardner Street (01273- 
277772) 


WATERSHED Places of Presence 
- Newfoundland Kin and Ancestral 
Land: Marlene Creates The Camt- 
iifam «rtkl combines objects, pho- 
tographs, texts and hand-drawn 
memory m a ps. Mon-Sun 3atn-1 1pm. 
ends 7 Mac free. Canon's Road 
(0117-925 3845) 


LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM The Barber of 
Seville Revival of the ENO’sproduc- 
tion which was originally directed tiy 
Jonathan MSce Tonight 7.30pm. 
£5-£55. SL Martin’s Lane. WQ 
(01 7 1 -632 8300) * Charing Cross. 


WINTER ENIGMA FESTIVAL FOR 
THE NEW AGE With palm reading 
demonstrations, children's events, 
competitions, book signings and ex- 
hSbffions. Whlteleys Shopping Cen- 
tre Queensway W2 (0171-229 
8844) •» Bayswater/Oueensway. 
10am-12midnight. ends 31 Jan. 
prices vary. 


MARKET HARBOROUGH 
NAVVIES EXHIBITION Photo- 


BR1STOL 

NEW VIC STUDIO Freeblrd Jon 
Ivay's black comedy about three 
motorcyle couriers on a dodgy mis- 
sion to CornwalL Today 2.30pm 6 
6pm. ends 30 Jan. £9, cones £6. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 


CAMBRIDGE 

FITZWILUAM MUSEUM The Soci- 
ety of Three: Whistle*; Fantin-La- 
tour and Alphonse Legros 
Exhibition of drawing andprints eat- 


Dance 


of the three a r t is t s . Tue-Sat 10am- 
5pm. Sun 2.1 5pm- 5pm. ends 14 
Feb. free. Trumpington Street 
(01223-332900) 


3 SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 
1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Rilladium Ar- 
gyll Street. Wl (01 71-494 5020) d 
Oxford Grc. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4|(7J 
2.30pm. E10-E32.50. 135 mins. 


RIDINGS HIGH SCHOOL ARTS 
CENTRE Ef tie's Burning Story of 
Effie, forced to re-enter the com- 
munity at the age of 64 after 50 
years in an institution. Tonight 
7.30pm. £8. cones £5. High Street 
(01454-252034) 


KE TTLE’S YJUg> Ph ysical E vidence 
IPDQtanre paintings. rtrruLirty , anifyy 
ture and video. Tue-Sat 12.30pm- 
5.30pm. Sun 2pm- 5 .30pm. ends 28 
Feb. free. Castle Street (01223- 
352124) 


EASTLEIGH 

THE POINT Jeremy James and 
Company: Treble BH1 A treble bill 
of Jereniy James' work- deanty con- 
ceived choreography with a wicked 
twist Tonight 8pm. £7.50. cones 
E5J50. Ldgh Road (01 703-652333) 


and their families who set up camp 
along the (keat Central Railway 
roots. Harborough Museum Adam 
6 Eve Street (01 858-821085} Mon- 
Sat 10am-4.30pm. Sun 2pm-5pm. . 
ends 14 Feb. free. A 


MUSIC 

POP 


LONDON 

LABAN CENTRE Ricochet Dance 
Company: Fetch Boy and Fox/5hre 


I DR DO UTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Caroline Street. W6 
(0171-416 6022) e Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. J4]P) 2.30pm. 
£10- £32.50. 150 mins. 


•THE SNOWMAN Awardwinning 
production of Raymond Briggs's con- 
temporary classic. Sadler's Wells At 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(0171-863 8222) e Holbom/Tem- 
ple. Tonight 7.30pm, ends 30 Jan, 
£7.50-£32.50. 


EXETER 

NORTHCOTT THEATRE Persuasion 
Adaptation of Jane Austen's last 
noveL Morv-Fri 7.30pm. Sat 8pm. 
mat today 1 .30pm. ends 6 Feb. £7- 
£1 5. cones available. Stocker Road 
(01 392-493493) 


» F1LUMENA Judi Dench and 
Michael Pennington star in Timber- 
lake Wertenbaker's new translation 
of Eduardo de Filippo's play. Pic- 
cadilly Denman Street. Wl (0171- 
369 1734) -G Picc Grc. In rep 
tonight 8pm. ends 27 Feb. £12-£30. 
1 20 mins. 


• STARLIGHT EXP RESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roller-mnsi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SW1 (0171-416 6070) BR/G Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 131(7) 3pm. 
E12.50-E30. 150 mins. 


I THE GLORY OF LIVING Drama 
set amongst the trailer parks of 
southern America from new play- 
wright Rebecca GSmaa Royal Court 
Upstairs (at The Ambassadors) 
West Street. WC2 (01 71 -565 5000) 
G leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, ends 6 
Feb. £10. cones £5. 


» THE STREET OF CROCODILES 

Bruno Scuta's short stories provide 
the inspiration for Theatre de Com- 
plkate’s acclaimed and absurdist 
drama. Queen’s Shaftesbury Avenue, 
Wl (0171-494 5040/cc 0171-344 
4444) G Picc Grc Tue-Sat 8pm. [7| 
3pm. (1 ) 5pm. ends 20 Feb. £6-£25. 


FAREHAM 

ASHCROFT ARTS CENTRE A Sol- 
dier’s Song Guy Masterson per 
forms his own adaptation of Ren 
Lukowiak’s book about the horror of 
the Falkiands conflict. Tonight 
7.45pm. £6.50. cones £5.50. mems 
£4.50. Osborn Road (01329- 
310600) 


LONDON 

BRITISH MUSEUM Bonding the 
Bridsh Museum Tracing the homes 
of the institution from Montagu 
house to the present Ends 18 Apr. 
£1 . cones 5 Op find entry to Roman 
Baroque Drawings). 

The Golden Sword: Stamford Raf- 
fles and The East Art and artefacts 
exploring the life and work of the 
founder of Sing a pore. Ends 18 Apr. 
£4. cones £2. 

Roman Baroque Drawings Draw- 
ings from the collection- Mon-Sat 
10am-5pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends 
1 8 Apr. £ 1 . cones 5 Op find entry to 
BuDding the British Museum). Great 
Russell Street WC1 (0171-636 
1 555) G Russell Square. 


Slick and dynamic new works by 
American S tr*p h<*n Fetronio «nH co- 


American .S tpp h** 71 Petronio and cel- 
ebrated dance- theatre maker Nigel 
Cbarnock Tonight 7.30pm. £6.50. 
cones £5. Laurie Grove, SE1 4 (0181 - 
692 4070) G New Cross, 


BRIGHTON 

BELLATRIX Bop prqjectfrom mem- 
bers of the Icelandic underground 
scene. The Albert Trafalgar Street 
(01273-730499) Tonight 8pm. 
phone for prices. 


SADLBTS WELLS F&ia Bausdt Pre- 
sents: VBctor An epiepfeoe played out 
on a stafie dominated vast earth- 
work: and to a range of classical com- 
poses. Wed-Frl 7. 15pm. Sat 6. 1 5pm. 
E10-E42.50. Rosebery Avenue. EC1 
(01 71-863 8000) G Angel. 


BRISTOL 

R00TJ005E, RUNT West Country 
sarfdacker rock. Fleece & FfrfcJn St. 
Thomas Street (0117-927 7150) 
Tonight 8pm. £3. 


LITERATURE 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

GENO WASHINGTON Sotd stirrer 
efthe 1960s, as acknowledged by the 
Young Soul Rebel -era Dexys. 
Wycombe Swan St. Mary's Street 
(01 494-512000) Tonight 8pm. El 0. 


I GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the hit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) G 
Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
14)17] 3pm. E10-E30. 150 mins. 


• THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comefly. Duchess Catherine Street, 
WC2 (0171-494 5075/cc 0171- 
344 4444) G Covent Garden. Mon- 
Sat 7.45pm. (5][7| 3pm. ends 30 
Jan. £15-£27.50. 140 mins. 


GUILDFORD 

YVONNE ARNAUD THEATRE 
Sleuth Peter Bowies and Michael 
Maloney star in Antbaqy Shaffer’s in- 
genious and inventive tfariDec Mon- 
Thur 7.45pm. Fri-Sat 8pm. mats 
Thur & Sat 2.30pm. ends 30 Jan. 
E10.50-E20.50. cones available. 
Mlllbrook (01483-440000) 


• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah fork 
in Ifeter Hail's aedaimed production 
of Wilde's comedy Lyric Shaftesbury 
Avenue. Wl (0171-494 5045) G 
Picc Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [4J 
3pm. [7J 4pm. E8.50-E29.50. 165 
mins. 


• VAS6A Howard Davies directs a 
new stage version of Maxim Goifly ’s 
tele of a matriarch and her down- 
trodden family. Albery St Martin's 
Lane. WC2 (0171-369 1 730) G Le- 
ic Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [5]PJ 3pm. 
ends 27 Mar. E5-E29.50. 


LEICESTER 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Stagin' in 
the Rain High water mark of Amer- 
ican musicals. Tue-Sat 7.30pm. 
mats Wed & Sat 2.30pm, ends 6 Feb. 
E7-E19.50. Belgrave Gate (0116- 
253 9797) 


I NATIONAL GALLERY Luca Sig- 
norelli in British Collections Draw- 
ings and paintings fay the artist who 
influenced Raphael and Michelan- 
gelo. Ends 31 Jan. free. 

In the Light of Fra Angelico: 
Zanobi Strozzi Study exhibition ex- 
ploring the paintings of the 15th-cen- 
tury artist Ends 7 Mar, free. 
Portraits by Ingres Major exhibition 
of paintings and drawings by the 19th- 
emtury French artist Opens 27 Jan. 
Mon 6 Tue. Thur-Sun 10am-6pm. 
Wed 1 0am- 10pm, ends 25 Ape £6. 
cones £4. Wed 7 pm- 10pm £4. 
Trafalgar Square. WC2 (0171-747 
2885) G Charing Cross. Leicester 
Square. 


LONDON 

FINDS KLERK The Nobel peace 
prize winner talks about his autobi- 
ography Books Etc Finchley Rbad 
NW3 (0171-433 3299) G Finchley 
Road. Tonight 7pm. free. 


LONDON 

RICO AND BAND Legendary ska 
trombonist Gaz's Rock In Blues, St % J 
Moritz Wardour Street Wl (0171- 
437 0525) G Oxford Circus. Tonight 
10pm, £8. £7 before 1 1pm. 


CRIME WRITERS READING Rath 
Rendafi and P D James read to 
raise money for Shelter. London 
Planetarium Marylebone Road NW1 
(0171-935 6861) G Baker Sl/BR: 
Euston. tonight 7.30pm. £10. 


OXFORD 

MAN SUN Charttopping indie-roefc 

outfit tour the follow-up album, Six 

Brookes University Students Union 
London Road, Headington (01865- 
484764) tonight 8pm, £9. 


WINDSOR 

POETRY: ROGER MCGOUGH - 
THESPOTTBJ UNICORN McGougfa 
reads from his latest work, which 


takes the form of a diary written by 
poet and inventor Chi Wen Tzu. 
Windsor Arte Centre St. Leonards 
Road (01 753-859336) Tonight 8pm. 
£9. cones £7. 


SALISBURY 

LABI SIFFRE Songs and poetry 
trom the veteran smger*ongwriter. 
Salisbury Arts Centre Bedwin 
Street (01 722-32 1 744) Tonight 
8pm. £7.50, cones £6.50. * 


> AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dakiry's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestley’s tfariBeE Garrick 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 7 1 -494 
5085) G Leic Sq. Mon-Fri 7.45pm. 
Sat 8.1 5pm. (4| 2.30pm, [7J 5pm. 
E12-E29.50. 110 mins- 


► THE WEIR Conor McPherson’s 
drama is set in Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke Of 
York’s) St Martin’s Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) G Leic Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, (4|(7] 
3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 


PLYMOUTH 

THEATRE ROYAL Jack and the 
Beanstalk Gladiator Scorpio aod Su 
Pbflard climb the giant beanstalk. 28- 
30 Jan. 2.30pm & 7.30pm. £6- 
£15.50. Royal Parade South 
(01752-267222) 


ROYAL ACADEMY OF ARTS Mon- 
et the the 20th-Century Routings 
made In the later years of the great 
Impressionist’s file. Mon-Thur, Sun 


9am -6pm, Fri & Sat 9am- 10pm, 
ends 18 Apr. £9. cones £6. child <12- 


» INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapine’s acclaimed musical 
based on fairytales. Don mar Ware- 
house Earfham Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1732) G Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 14)171 2.30pm, 
£15-07.50. 


• WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical, attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prin ce of Wales Coventry Street. Wl 
(0171-839 5972) G Leic Sq/Picc 
Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5])7J 3pm, 
£18.50-£35. 160 mins. 


READING 

THE MILL AT SONNING TWO Dozen 
Red Roses Comic love story set in 
romantic Rome. Tue-Sat 8.15pm. 
mats Sac 2.15pm. ends 20 Feb. 
£21 -95-E32.95 ind meal. Sonnmg 
Eye (0118-969 8000) 


ends 18 Apr. £9, cones £6. child (12- 
1 8) £3, child (8-1 1 ) £1 .50. Burling- 
ton House. Piccadilly; Wl (0171-413 
1 7 1 7) G Green ferk/Pfccadllly Gr- 
cus. 


COMEDY 


SOUTHA MPTO N 

THE HAMSTERS Essex blues-rock 

Jjtotaaits. The Brook Portswood 

X‘°fo™4S S366,lb,<8ht8pm - 


• THE INVBVTION OF LOVE Tbm 
Stoppard’s play about the life of po- 
et A E Houseman, author of The 
Shropshire Lad. Theatre Royal. 
HaymarketHaytnarteC.SWl (0171- 
930 8800) G Pfcc Ore. Tue-Sat 
7.30pm, J4][71 2.30pm. booking to 
Apr 24. E10-E32.50. 


O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the film of the same name. Ald- 


wych Aldwych. WC2 (01 7 M 16 
6000/cc 0171-836 2428) G Hd- 


6000/cc 0171-836 2428) G Hol- 
bom. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, |5)I7] 3pm. 
E10-E32.50. 120 mins. 


SALISBURY 

SALISBURY PLAYHOUSE Blithe 
Spirit Noel Cowart’s comedy about 
a man haunted by the spirit of his 
dead wife is revived far his centenary. 
Mon-Wed 7.30pm, Thur-Sat 8pm. 
mat today 2.30pm. ends 1 3 Feb. £9- 
£15- Malthouse Lane (01722- 
320333) 


SAATCHI GALLERY Neurotic Re- 
alism Contemporary w o r ks fay five 
artiste. Thur-Sat 1 2rtoon-6pm. ends 
28 Mar. £4. cones £2. under 1 2s free. 
Boundary Road, NW8 (0171-624 
8299) G Swiss Cottage 


BRanrwooD 

THE STANDING OVATION COME- 
DY CLUB AT WHITE HART Sally HoL 
foway. Andrew Pipe, MC Martin 
Davis. Tonight 9pm, High Street 
(01245-381300) E7. mems £5. 


Music 

Jazz, world, folk 


DORKING 


vpcaust features pianist John Don- 


• JESUS. RIY BOY Tbm Conti stars 

in John Dome's alternative Christ- 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. Wl (01 71 -494 5070) G Picc 


• THE WOMAN IN BLACK Su- 
san Hi's chilling ghost stay Fortune 
Russell street. WC2 (0171-836 
2238/ec 0171 -344 4444) GCttfflW 


TATE GALLERY Art Now 16; Some- 
thing hs Missing - Jean-Marc Bus- 
tamante Installation exploring 
international cities in photographs. 
Ends 31 Jan. 

Turner In the Alps Works on paper 

made oct^ Turner’s first Alpine trip in 

1802. Ends 14 Feb. 

In Celebration: The Art of the 


LONDON 

JOHN SHUTTLEWORTH IN KEN'S 
KARVERY AT BLOOMSBURY THE- 
ATRE Whimsical character comedy 
with portable keyboards in tow. 
Tonight 8pm, Gordon Street. WC1 


Sssassswsss-ss 

E10^Stes ght 8 30pm - 


Tonight 8pm, Gordon Street. WC1 
l 01 ?"388 8822) G Russell Square, 


LONDON 


Turner in the Alps Works on paps- Tue_ThtJ Fri-Sat £] 2. ^ 5953!^ ,?°f d SWl 0 (0171 -Iff 

sssssssfssss 

OXFORD GonfiBofjoeriyn Jee, 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- plu^fapen Spots, MC Tim Clark! Pi2a 




btt*e 4:00,1 °y House Paintings and scufa- 
i^TYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE him huatiwtina hn pn.uu> 


Ore. Tue-Fri 8pm. Sat 5pm & 8pm. 
(1 1 3pm & 5pm. ends 6 Feb, £5.50- 
£18.50. 


Garden/Holbom. Mon-Sat 8pm. [3] 
3pm. 171 4pm. £8.50- £2 3.50. 


3pm. {7] 4pm. £8.50- 
1 10 mins. 


The Lion, The Witch and the 

Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian WtchdTs adaptation of tbe CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Today 1 .30pm 
& 7.15pm. ends 27 Feb. E5-E30. 
Waterside (01789-295623) 


SWl (0171-887 8000) G Pimlico. 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- 


M.«KKSSSf- 

SSSSSKSS 


1 UTTLE MALCOLM AND HIS 
STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EU- 
NUCHS Ewan McGregor stars as the 
revolutionary activist in David HaL 
liwell's drama. Comedy Rancon 
Street. SWl (0171-369 1731) G 
PICC Grc/Ldc Sq. Mon-Sac 8pm, 
[5] [71 3pm, ends 13 Mar, £7- 
£27.50. 


Theatre 

beyond THE west end 


SLORD OF THE FLIES Stagever- 
sion of waiiam Golding's classic tale 
of schodboys firing on a deserted is- 
land. lyric Hammasmkh Wrw Smjet. 
W6 0 (0181-741 2311) G Ham- 
mersmith. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, mat to- 
day 1 .30pm. ends 6 Feb. £5-£T6. 


AUHBDA THEATRE Certain foung 
Men Peter G3Ts comedy of con- 
temporary manners looks at tbe 
sexuafityand the modem man. Mon- 
Sat 7.30pm. mats Sat 3pm. ends 20 
Feb. £9.50-£19.50. cones avail- 
able. Almeida Street. N1 (0171-3S9 
4404) G Highbury & Islington. 


SWAN THEATRE A Month In the 
Country Brian FViel's adaptation of 
Turgenev's portrait of aB-consunting 
sexual desire. Michael Attenbor- 
ough directs. Mat today 1.30pm. 
ends 20 Feb. £5-£30. ! 

TroUus and Cresslda Shakespeare's I 
depirtinn of the human spirit un- 
dermined by bloody warfare. tonight 
7.30pm. ends 20 Feb. E5-E3Q. Wa- 
terside (01789-295623) 


ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Nine- pws'fapen Spots. MC Tim Clarfc Piaa iJZT n onguaals. 

teenth-Century French Drawings SfHii. Quendon Street. SWl Street Wl mitiSo®* Dean 

Recent acquisitions alongside fa- P)142^9l 4433) G Pfccadilly Grcus Tottenham Court *S. 9 - 8722J ^ 
miliar major drawings. Ends 28 £12. cones £7. Sp"*. £12 50 °^ Road< Tonight 


The Painterly Brash 09 sketches 
tiding from tbe 16th to the earty 20th- 
century. Ends 21 Mar. 

Chinese Silks Brightly coloured 
18th and 19th-century hangings, toe- 
Sac I0am-4pm. Sun 2pm-4pm. 
ends 28 Feb. free. Beaumont Street 
(01865-278000) 


Clubs 


Sag§ss=5 

ws8£SE?» 


• THE MEMORY OF WATER Al- Read, NW3 (C 
Ison Steadman and Julie Sawalha Swiss Cottage, 
star in this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home for | ™ G ' S HEAB 
their mother’s funeral Vaudeville * ltono ’ 

Strand, WC2 (0171-836 9987) performs tar 


HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Perfect 
Days Poignant comedy about one 
woman's desire for motherhood. 
Mon-Sat 8pm. mat Sat 330pm. ends 
30 Jan. £9-£1 6. cones £6. Avenue 
Read, NW3 (0171-722 9301) G 


WESTCUFF-ON-SEA 
PALACE THEATRE CENTRE Mur- 
der is Easy Stage adaptation of 
Agatha Christie’s country house 
murder mystery. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
ends 30 Jan. £5.50-£ 14.50. cones 
available. London Road (01702- 
342564) 


KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Tbe 
Vagina Monologues Eve Easier 
performs her own aci aimed off- 
Broadwa y hit Tue-Sat 8pm. mats Sat 


WINDSOR 

THEATRE ROYAL Motive Kate 
CMara and Clive Mantle star in this 
murder mystery which, mfie tbe av- 
erage whodunnit, lacte a motive. 


STIVES 

TATE GALLERY English Roots: Er- 
ic Cameron Thousands of layers of 
paint surrounding organic objects. 
Displays 1998-9: Partnerships 
and Practice Pain tings and ceram- 
ics from the second haK- 
Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture WnHng St Ives 
with Montserrat in the West Incfies, 
the artist’s birthplace- Mon-Sat 
1 lam-7pm. Sun 1 iam-5pm. ends 1 1 
Apr. £3.50. cones £2. Porthmeor 
Beach (01736-796226) 


BRIGHTON 9- 1 5pm & 1 ] 7, 5^^- Tonight 

AIRPORT ATTHE OCEAN ROOiuk £20. £lg adv 

SSKSa asasa-ass 


(01273-699069) 


PHONIC HQOP AT ENIGMA Jan, 
teratoeal. jungle and more bom 

»nS5 


MCPHERSON, 


Street (01273-328A39) "V 


LONDON 

ITS A LONDON THING AT OP 
TONS Garage session with top^ 

ssssssiagysS 

8! s i2 7 £3 2848) 


COCFORd 

writer S^IoS^^Ser-song- 
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RADIO 1 

(S7B-9Q8MHZ FM ) 

630 Zbe Bafl. 930 Sfrnon Maya 
12-00 Kevin Greening. 230 Mark 
RadcSfte. 400 Oris Moytes. 5-45 
Newsbeat «LOO CSve Wfeuren. sx>o 
Steve Lamacq - Evening Session. 
1CUM> Trade Update. 10 JO John 
Peel 12-00 Andy Kershaw. See 
Pick of the Day. 2JD0 Emma a 
4-00 • 6-30 Scott MSs. 

RADIO 2 
(88-902MHZ FM ) 

&00 Sarah Kennedy, 730 Wake 
Up to VVbgan. 930 Ken Bruce. 
.1230 Jimmy Young. 2jQ0 Ed Stew- 
^art 5-05 Johnnie Walker. 730 
David Aian. 8XK) Paul Jones. 930 
Barry TooWs Comedy Classics: The 
Goon Show - Siege of Fort Night 
930 Showcase: Redeeming Brian. 
1030 Mety Talks Jazz. 1030 
Richard Alfinson. 12.00 Katrina 
Leskanich. 330 • 430 Alex Lessee 
RADIO 3 
(9Q2-S2.4MHZ FM ) 

630 On Air. 

930 Masterworks. 

1030 Artist of the ttteek. 

1130 Sound Stories. 

1230 Composer of the Week: 
Tavener. 

130 The Racfio 3 Lunchtime Con- 
cert The last of three recitals of 
Haydn string quartets recorded at 
the Royal Northern Colege of Music 
as part of 'Haydnfesf 99 1 . 

230 The BSC Orchestras. 

4X10 Ensemble. 

4^5 Music Machine 
530 In Tune 

7-30 Performance on 3. Conductor 


Pick of the day 


ANDY KERSHAW <12mdnT Rl> is 
so obsessed with Bob Dylan's 
1966 Free Trade Hall gig - “the 
greatest rock *n’ roll performance" 
in his view - that he has devoted 
the whole of his programme to 
it He consults an expert: the 
musician and playwright CP Lee, 
a man “marked for life" by that 
night which saw a high-voltage 
Dylan (right) and The Hawks 
upping the volume in defiance of 


the audience. Kershaw replays 
highlights from the concert, 
officially released last year, and 
hears from Keith Butler - the 
fan whose ay of “Judas!" got 
Bob’s goat 

In his history of boxing, The 
Hardest Game (7.30pm R5 
Live), Harry Carpenter talks to 
Chris Eubank about life in and 
out of the ring. 

Dominic Cavendish 
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(tenor), BBC Symphony Chorus. Brit- 
ten: Bated of Heroes. Viaughan 
WiSams: Symphony No 3 (A Pas- 
toral Symphony). HoweBs: Hymnus 
paracSsi 

935 Postscript Five programmes 
in which the work of a writer from the 
past who argued with passion Ex- 
change is introduced by a contem- 
porary outspoken voice. 4: Mary 
Wamock introduces excerpts from 
John Stuart MBfc essays On Liberty' 
and The Subjection of Wfomerf. Also 
included are acerpte from the work 
of Harriet Taylor MH, whose thinking 
profoundy influenced her husband. 
4fcader Fiona Shaw 
W30 Music Restored Lucie Skeap- 


ing introduces some first works, in- 
cluding Beethoven's first piano 
sonata, the Sonata in F minor. Op 2 
No t played by Ronald Brautigam; 
Coreffifc first vioSn sonata, played by 
Fabio Biond; and Monteverdis first 
madrigal sung by the Consort of 
Musicke. 

KL45 Night Waves. Composers, 
aristocrats; bankers and writers were 
among the subjects painted by In- 
gres, the teaefing portraitist of his 
age Paul Aden cSscusses his work 
and the insight it gives frito 19th-cen- 
tury French history as a major exhibi- 
tion opens at the National Gallery in 
London Plus first-night news from 
the opening of Alan Ayckbourns new 
version of Ostrovsky’s tra^comic 
satire on Russian fife. The Foresf. 
1130 Jazz Notes 
1230 Composer of the Week: Pur- 
cell (R) 

■LOO - 630 Through the Night 
RADIO 4 
(92A-94£MHzFM) 

630 Today. 

9X10 NEWS; in Our Time with 

Metvyn Bragg 

930 Transplantations. (R) 

9.45 Serial: The Victorian Internet 
1030 NEWS; Wbmanfe Hour. 

1130 NEWS; From Our Own Corre- 
spondent 

1130 Old Dog and the Partridge 
1230 NEWS; You and Yours. 

1237 Weather. 

LOO The World at One 
130 Hidden Treasures. 

230 NEWS; The Archers. 

2X5 Afternoon Play: Nightworkers. 
330 NEWS; Call You and Yours: 
0870 010 0444. 


330 The Vale 

3-45 Tbs Sceptred Isle 

430 NEWS: Law in Action. 

430 The Material World. 

530 PM. 

537 Weather. 

6JD0 Six OCJock News. 

630 Yes, Minister. (R) 

730 |V£WS: The Archers. 

7JS Firont Row 

7-45 Inner Voices. S3y Me’. Written 
and performed by Rfckie Beadle 
Blar. (4/10). 

830 NEWS; Case History. The 
Kaiser’. Professor Roy Porter recon- 
siders the performance of political 
figures of the 20th century in fight of 
their health. During the Frst World 
War, the Kaiser became the most 
hated man in Britain. Wfould people 
have iett the same if they had re- 
alised that he has suffered appafing 
treatment because of a GfcabSty? (R) 
830 The vtfeek in Westminster. 
Steve Richards of the New States- 
man takes a look behind the scenes 
930 NEWS; Testbeds Vanessa 
CoSngridge explores the technolo- 
gies that shape our lives 
930 In Our Time with MeNyn 
Bragg 

1030 NEWS; The World Tonight 
10-45 Book at Bedtime: The Sound 
of Trumpets By John Mortimer. Terry 
Ffitton goes horse-ritfng with Agnes 
Simcox and canvassing with his 
beautiful wife Kate; as his appear- 
ance on a local racfio chat show has 
not been favourably received. 
tLOO NEWS; World of Piii A four- 
part comedy by Tony Rocha. 4: 
Dodgy Phi) comes 14} with yet an- 
other scheme to improve the for- 


tunes of Barry and Ganyb pUh Spe- 
cial guest Edith Fiat. With Phi Com- 
wei Afetair McGowan. 

1130 Experimental Feature: Laugh- 
ing Close Enough lor Jazz. 

1230 News 

1230 The Late Book: Round Ire- 
land with a Fridge 
1246 Shipping Forecast 
LOO As World Service 
530 World News 
535 Shipping Forecast 
5^0 Inshore Forecast 
5^15 Prayer for the Day. 

5^*7 - 630 Faming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

945 - 1030 Daily Service. 1230 
- 12.04 News ; Shipping Forecast 
534 - 537 Shipping Forecast 
1L30 - 1230 Today in Parliament 
RADIO 5 LIVE 
(693, 909kHz MW ) 

630 Breakfast 
930 Nicky Campbet 
1230 The Mklday News 
LOO RuscoeandCa 
430 Drive 
TOO News Extra 

730 The Hardest Gama Continurg 
the series in which former B8C box- 
ing correspondent Harry Carpenter 
reflects on the sport from the 1950s 
to the present day. This week, he 
talks to Chris Eubank. See Pick of 
the Day. 

830 Inside Edge Rob Bonnet and 
the team investigate the issues that 
affect the sportrg world 
930 Hoops Fat Freddy M rounds 
up toe latest news from the British 
basketball scans 




' : SKY PROED 

"i“- G30 Daddy Long Legs (1955) (51582848). 

SJO A Change of Heart (1997) (16242426). 
1030 Petals Dragon (077) (84405515). 

- • _ 1215 The Directors (956954) 115, ... 

. *!;= x'.vr’ijrii Femmes Fatales (5998683), 230 A 

- - : *eeite Change of Heart (1997) (509771* 245 

’ • Petes Dragon f 077) (380O9O4T) 630 Lit- 
tle GMs h Pretty Bates (1997) (09374). 
730 Hollywood Buzz (6409) 830 

- -- • <0W5= Ghosts from the Past (096) (3954131 2). 

v:-tC\M= 1040 AJbsoirte Power (1997) (72087732). 

- - 1245 Copycat (1995) (72962639). 22Q 

i-r To Lwa, Honor and Deceive (1996) 

. (962320). 335 -630 The Great WhftB 

"T :r: Hype (1996) 0963648). 

SKY UOVEMAX 

- : ‘ ■ y -= 745 Son of Godala (087) (TO90916) 

■ The KM (09?) C93Q22). ttOO 

**■ ' . . ■ - '^rsna (1996) (2819C9- *30 A Message 
: from Hofly (»9g (62698) 330 The Kid 

* (097) (7*1428). 530 Emma (096) (51645). 

730 A Massage from Holy (092) 

(34935) 830 B News Week fe Re^sw 

CAr-:~.D . v (1003). 930 Minder atttOO (097) 

■ 1130 Loganb \Nsr. Bound by 

Honor (098) (206041) 1240 The KKng 
... . ' vf* ■! Grounds (J997) (563M6). 215 Laws Of 

".Jr. Gravity (199^ (607504). 335 Bom Bad 
' (097) (38682^ 530 - 730 Son of 

GocWte (067) (22523). 

. -.r::- SKY CINEMA 

: ■ 430 Sweet Charity (069) (3914935). 

: :i-7t St 630 Africa Screams (1949) (3594964). 

--- * I : • 830 Breakout (075) (793300). 1030 

The Name of the Rosa (088) (W31062). 
1230 Cruising (080) (tOWS). L55 Be- 
yond the Clouds (095) (6881338). 3*5 
Tight Spot (1955) (5356233)1 530 Ctosa 
FIUVOUR 

©30 Close. 030 The EngSSHnan Who 
Want Up a Hi But Cane Down a Mouv 
tain (1995) (7820tl£^ See Pick of the Day. 
830 Four WwJdngs and a RmereS (1994) 
(7825664). See Pick of the Day. 1030 
Sirens (094) (707100). See Pick of the 
Day. 1135 Bitter Moon (1992) (98716393). 
jfo Pick of the Day. 150 - 630 The 
Lost Bmpaw (067) (16160542). 
DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
430 Rax Huntti Fishing Adventures 
....... J^goyg^ 4,30 waBtert Wbrid (1496935). 

... ; 530 FlgWSne (040916). 530 hfetory^ 

TumlngFofrit*(l41051&630AnimalDoo- 
tor (141742^ 630 Alsskafi Grlzzfies 
(280408). 730 Beyond 2000 (1497664) 
830 Dteoover Magazfrie (98907719. 930 

- ■. - - s- ^ ■* Mon-Lethal Weapons (9883200). 1030 

-* Ocean Cttfes (9866393). 1130 Forensic 

DetBCtives (943654S) 1230 This Old 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE DAY 


MANY VIISWERS - with women 
no doubt outnumbering men - 
could probably think of nothing 
better than an evening with 
Hugh Grant (right). They are 
being offered just such a treat 
on FflmFbur tonight It all kicks 
off with Hie Englishman Who 
Went Up a HIP, But Came Down 
a Mountain (6pm), a quirky 
tale by Chris Monger of a map- 
maker in rural Z917 Wales who 
comes to measure a local hUL 
It confcimies with Mike Newell’s 


enduringty enjoyable romantic 
comedy. Fbnr Weddings and a 
Funeral (8pm), which offers up 
Grant’s archetypal performance 

The evening is rounded off with 
John Dirigan’s offbeat Australian 
sex comedy, Sirens (10pm), in 
which he plays a naive clergyman 
opposite Sam Neill and EUe 
McPherson, and Bitter Moon 
(1135pm), the disturbing erotic 
drama from Roman Rslanski. 

James Hampton 
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Pyramid (33J79BJ). 130 ffetory’sTUrwig 
Points (4599900). 130 FSghtine 
P084691). 230 Ctosa 

SKY OIK 

730 CowlDucfuia (30409). 730 The 
Sfrnpsons (t19l6). 830 The Simpsons 
(75225). 830 HoBywood Squares (74596) 
930 Saly Jessy Raphael (84683). 1030 
The Oprah Winfrey Show (40428) 1130 
Gultyl (20664) 1230 Jenny Jones 
(99093). LOO Mad about >t>u (24480) 
130 Jeopardy (19157) 230 SaBy Jessy 
Raphael (99206) 330 Jemy Jones 
(47521) 430 Gutty? (23886) 530 Star 
Ttek: Deep Space IMne (3521) 830 Mar- 
ried wtth CMdren (3935) 030 Dream 
Team (7515) 730 Trie Simpsons (4480) 
730 The Simpsons (3799) 830 Ameri- 
cati Dumbest CrimfraJs (W28) 830 
Woricfe Weirdest TV (0835)930 Friends 
(12770). 930 E R (50799) 1030 Vferoni- 
cefs Closet (55461) tLOO Dream Ibam 
(24515) «30 Star Itek: Deep Space Nfre 
(633t^. 1230 rtghlander (AI542) 130 - 
730 Long Play (5464900) 

SKY SPORTS 1 

730 European four Goff - Heinaken Clas- 
sic (500157) 1030 Spanish Football 
(18867) 1230 Aerobics - Oz Style 
(78751) 1230 European Tcxr Golf - 
Hetnefcen Classic (988729) 330 Ringside 
(87157) 430 Survival of the Fittest (5WJ) 
530 Outdoor Quest 12791) 830 Sky 
Sports Centre (6663) 630 Football 
League Review (7935) 730 FutboT Munc*- 
al $480)730 European lour Gort- 


Heineken Classic (85954) 1030 Sky 
Sports Centre (692157) 1045 You Ye on 
Sky Spots (712312) 1035 Trans World 
Sport ( 479480) 1145 Sky Sports Centre 
(779751) 1230 YtouYe on Sky Sports 
84423) 1230 FootbEd League Review 
(54504) 130 FutbOi Mundal (34962) 
130 Tight Lines (88542) 230 Trans 
Vltortd Sport (89*17) 330 Sky Sports 
Centre (20699707) 335 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

730 Aerobics - Oz Style (9267206) 730 
Sky Sports Centre (S7548Q) 735 Racing 
News (8821596) 845 Unbeflevabfe Sports 
(8509409) 8.45 Sky Sports Centre 
(9679883)930 Fob TV Ftehtog Texas 
(5737128) 930 Ffati TV- Tony Dean Out- 
doors (7275206) 1030 Ringside 
0063645) 1130 UnbefevaPte Sports 
(2389577) 1230 Outdoor Quest 
(7298157) 130 Snooker (7255454) 430 
Pooi (2303428) 530 inside the PGA Toir 
(3634916) 530 Foottol League Review 
(4753732) 630 What a Weekend 
(4750645) 630 Inside PGA Tour 
(4774225) 730 Snooker (7268577) 

1030 Ford Golf USA (2382664) 1230 
Outdoor Quest (6858078) 130 The Rug- 
by Club (6400078) 230 Ice Hockey 
(8796558) 4JO FutbOi Mundal (9377884) 
530 Sky Sports Centre (45028542) 545 
. 930 totemstlonal Cricket p92642S2) 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1230 POOi (68619312) LOO Fish TV 

Fishing Texas (66889225) 130 Dickie 


Davies's Sporting Heroes (8447T7S1) 230 
The Entertainers (42206157) 330 Span- 
ish Foctbafl (21884867) 530 Unbefiev> 
able Sports (T9V42157) 530 The Rugt* 
Club (35305157) 630 Tight Lines 
(11628190) 730 Ice Hockey Manchester 
Storm vs London Knights 06238751) 
10.00 Bobby Chartlonb Fbotbal Scrap- 
book (50211515) 1130 Ctosa 
EUROSPORT 

730 Bobsleigh (60206) 830 Biathlon 
(18225) 9*00 Tarns (4053846) 1230 
Figure Skating (4078157) 430 Olympic 
Magazine (1374) 430 lenniB (60312) 

530 Figure Skating (3608954) 930 Rg- 
IXB Skating (50521) 1030 Terns (9179 8 ) 
1130 Car on Ice (35645) 1130 Snow- 
boardng (36751) 1230 Snowboartfing 
03961) 1230 Ctosa 
UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads 0636747) 730 Neigh- 
bour 0680886) 7.55 EastEnders 
(15T1645) 830 The 83 (8979596) 930 
The BBI (B960848) 930 The House Of 
ESott (2902751) 1030 Rhoda (8959732) 
1130 Dallas (6384867) 1135 Neigh- 
bous (98163515) 1235 EastEnders 
(7087Tt9) 130 Julet Bravo (444248^ 
230 Dallas (1599428) 235 The BS 
(1002645) 335 The Bn 0222312) 335 
EastEnders (392656). 430 Rhoda 
(14963SS) 530 AJI Creatures Great and 
SmaB (1961409) 630 Dynasty (4439916) 
ZOO The Comedy Alternative: 2point4 
Children (9213138) 730 The Comedy Al- 


ternative: rt Ain't Half Hot. (Aim (1312886) 
830 The Comedy Alternative: Yas, Minis- 
ter 0102848) 930 F^wvtty Towers 
(420393) 930 Fawtty Towers (3800918) 
1030 Marttoe 02896480) 1135 The B9 
0008003) 1135 The B 8 (219865^. 

1239 Backup (8896894) 130 FHm: 
DevBs of Darkness (1966) (*32904^.830 
- 730 Shopping (21332529- 
LIVING 

630 Tny and Crew (492S2225) 630 
PKbert the Frog (29138312) 630 John- 
son and Friends (64943428) 635 Tory 
Tates (17380645) 630 Ptfka Dot Shorts 
(1738108) 730 Practical Parenting 
(5634480 735 Professor Bubbfe 
(5618461) 730 Caflou 0548954) 735 
Bug Alert (6688190) 735 Practical Par- 
enting (6169206). 830 Barney and 
Friends (2350935) 830 Tiny Tates 
(7885206) 835 Try and Crew (8236916) 
830 Practical Parenting 0745200 930 
Diet Show (2373888) 930 The Roeeeme 
Show (337033J) 1030 The Jerry 
Springer Show 0135119) 1030 Many 
Povich (5882888) 1140 Brookskte 
(56783420) 1240 Animal Rescue 
(74967393) 1230 Reecue 911 (13085480) 
110 Special Babies (23350tl9) 140 Be- 
yond Befef: Fact or Fiction (79918190). 

2J0 LA Law (3964515) 3J0 Living Room 
(7890596) 430 Mchael Cole (4494119) 
430 Roionda 0758913) 5-40 Ready 
Steady, Cook (7120886) 6J5 The Jerry 
Springer Show (1316515) 735 Rescue 9T1 
(4506225) 735 Animal Rescue 
0989645) 830 Mutter CaB (7937916) 
930 Fflnc Farnffy Rescue (S95) 
(7930003) H00 Sex Life Down Under 
(3090916) 1230 Close. 

TNT 

930 An American In Paris (1951) 
(36353190) 1U5 Butterfield 8 (I960 
(14214428) 145 One is a Lonely Number 
(1972) (60089233) 330 An American in 
Parts (1951) (36732392) 530 Ctosa 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY CHANNEL 

730 Clueless ftcez) 730 Grace under 
Fk-e (4461) 830 Rosaame (3570) 830 
Newsrado (6577) 930 CybH (36374) 

930 Vic Reeves' Big NJgfrt Out 00225) 
1030 Frasier (7702 Q 1030 Cheers 
(86770) H30 Seinfeld (48119) 1130 The 
Larry Sanders Show (49225) 1230 Late 
Nfeht with David Letterman (88610) LOO 
Tax) (32504) 130 The Critic (79523) 

230 Dr Katz (70287) 230 Soap 
(86894) 330 Wrtgs (52368) 330 Nght- 
startd ( 77146 ) 430 Ctosa 


Regional Television Variations 
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BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 LONDON sxcopt: 630 

NewsSne 630 (683) 1245 Hearts and 
Minds (B5542) 12^45 Ice Skating 
(7236875) 130 Joins BBC News 04 


BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 LONDON axcafifx 1230 

Dotaman (1716313®. 1235 Dochaidh 
Mor (Oakey Doke) (54376374) 630 
News (913) 630 Reporting Scotland; 
Weather (683) 

BBCl WALES 

As BBCl LONDON ewepfc 630 
(683) 1030 Damon 
light 012312) 1030 Mad 

J Monet (336732) «30 Question 

Ttere (133480) 12-45 Snooker 
(7238875) 130 toe ! 

230 Joins BBC News 24 
ANGLIA 
As Carlton _ 

News and Weather 
Shortiand Street (tfl94f90). 135 Hone 
and Away (85^9ffl6) 230 The Jerry 
Springer Snow (2471225) 330 Andia 
News and Wbafher (2565409) ftDOAiv 
: News (799) 630 About / 

1030 AroSa News and 

1240 teles from the Darkside 


tagr#»VJ. 




UK) 1230 The Jerry Springer 
(7255900) 125 T in the Park 
397) 230 l 


Bck Office America 
0454368) 2.50 Cybernet (7321252). 
330 Murder, She Wrote (4159707) 4.10 
Potty about PWs (28042726) 435 ITV 
Mghtscreen (472CW8) 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1230 Central 
News and VWather (6557887) LOO 
Echo Point (86206) 330 Central News 
530 Shortiand Street 
6.00 Hone and Away 
635 Central News and 
(t16751) 6-55 Ufefcte (349848) 
1030 Central News and Wfeather 
(802415) 4-05 Jobftnder (8427078) 

530 Asian Eye (4711233) 

HTV WALES 

As Carftoa except: 1030 This 
Morning (24707751) 12 J 5 HTV News 
(9931119) LOO Shortiand Street (86206) 
130 Home and Away (55935) 230 
The Jerry Springer Show (34712 
330 HTV News (2555409) 540 A 
Country Practice (385069$- 8.00 Home 
and Away (108732) 635 Vlfefes Tonight 
* ' iB) 730 Forgotten Treasures 

1030 HTV News (802415) 1240 
Wa Can work R Out (5489165) 1230 


The Jerry Springer Show (72S590Cfl. 
135 T In the Park {1228097) 230 Box 
Office America (545436B) 230 Cyber- 
net (732t252). 330 Murder, She Wrote 
'4159707) 4.10 Potty about Pats 
435 ITV Mghtacreen 

HTV WEST 

As HTV Wales except 635 HTV 

Wbst Weather (470596) 630 The Vfest 
Tonight (751) 730 We Can Work It Out 
1240 fates from tha Darkside 
55) 

MERIDIAN 

As Cartton except 1030 This 
Morning (24707751) 12.15 Meridian 
News and weather (9931119) LOO 
Shortiand Street (1894190) 135 Home 



(2585409) 

Home and Away (3850696) 537 
Crimes toppers (840206) 64)0 Meridian 
Tonight (799) 630 Gi 
1030 Meridian News and 1 

1240 Jenny (5489165) 12*40 
i Jerry Springer Show (72S5900) 
135 T to the Park (1228097) 230 Box 
Office America (545436a. 230 Cyber- 
net (7321252) 330 Murder, She Wrote 


(4159707) 440 Potty about Pets 
{95359962) 435 Coach (48463146) 
530 Frees creen (17184) 

WESTCOUNTKY 
As Carlton except: 10.30 This 
Momtog (34707751) 1245 Westoo untry 
News 083TH9) 1237 IDuminattons 
(6555886) LOO Emmerdale (86206) 
330 WBStcountry News (2565409) 
6.00 Westcountry Live (64683) 1030 
wastcouitry News (803415) 1240 Short 
Story Cinema (5489165) 12-40 The Jer- 
ry Springer Show (7255900) 135 T in 
thePark (1228097) 230 Box Office 
America (5454368) 230 Cybernet 
(73212521 330 Murder, She Wrote 
19707) 440 Potty about Pets 
435 rrV Nightscreen 

VORIKUIRF 

As Carlton except: 1230 Calendar- 
News and Weather (6557867) LOO 
Home and Away (82126645) L25 The 
Jerry Springer Sfuw (8060596) 240 
Emmerdale (3699664) 3.20 Calendar 
News and Weather (2565409) 530 
News: Weather (150954) 535 Calendar 
(736515). 8.30 Tonight (751) 1030 Cal- 
endar New3 and Weather (802415) 430 
Jobfinder (8672523) 


TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1230 North 
East News and Wealher (BS57867) 
330 North East News HeadBnes 

535 North East Weather 
LOO North East Tonight 
(64683) 1030 North East News and 
Weather (808415) 

SAC 

As Channel 4 except: 930 Yfego- 
Bon/Schools (10416867) 1230 Be- 
witched ( 16145480 ) 1230 Sesame 
Street (38147954}. LOO Planed Plant 
(47574157) L30 Travelog treks 
(63425157) 135 Fflm: Wee WilSe 
Winkle* (34336596) 430 RtokJ Lake 
[56835480) 530 Planed Plant lined 5 
(35143570) 530 Countdown 
[56026732) 630 Nevryddon 
(69705022) 640 HefiO (95414T19) 730 
Pobol y Cwm (14535026) 7.30 Newyd- 
dton ( 56843 409 ) 830 Penblwydd hfa- 
pus ( 01787914 ) 830 Pam FI Duw? 
(23080931) 930 i dot (8B928634) 
10.00 Father Ted (16153409) 1030 
Friends (81495848) 1LOS King of the 
f-ffl 04464567) 1L35 Whose Lrre is It 
Anyway? (69319886) 1235 Bob and 
Margaret ^6226962) 135 Dispatches 
(70802349) 135 Ctosa 


Independent Pursuits 


930 Sportshop. Trixie Rawlirtson 
presents the sports consumer pro- 
gramme. induefing sporting investi- 
gations and news of aS the latest 
sporting gadgets. 

1CLOO Late Mght Live. 
■LOOUpAffMght 
530 - 630 Morrtng Reports 
CLASS IC FM 
OOOO-lOISMHz FM ) 

630 Ntok BaBey. 830 Henry Kefiy. 
12X10 Requests 230 Concerto 
330 Jamie Crick. 630 Newsrtght 
730 Smooth Classics at Seven 
9X10 Evening Concert 1130 Aten 
Mam 230 Concerto. 3X» « 6XK> 
Mark Griffiths 
VIRGIN RADIO 
(1215, TtS7-T260kHz MW t05O/Hz FM) 
630 Danny Baker. 930 Russ 
Wifiams. 130 Nfck Abbot 4XH> 
Harriet Scott/AM Pete and Geoff 
from 645 l 730 Pete & Geoft 10 XX) 
Mark Forrest LOO James Merritt 
430 • 630 Richard ASan. 

RADIO SCOTLAND 

630 Daybreak. 630 Good Morn- 
ing Scotland 8X5 Red MacAuiay. 
1030 News; Weather. 10.03 Now 
Ybu’re Talking. tLOO The Scottish 
Connection, tt.45 Storyfina 12X10 
Grassroots 1230 News After 
Noon. 1238 Weather. LOO News 
L05 The Usual Suspects. 2XK) - 
4X10 Mr Anderson^s Fine Times 
4X15 Home Truths 430 News- 
drive. 5X8 Weather. 630 News 
6X5 XXY Res 6.40 Nightshtft 
637 Outdoor Conditions. 730 
News 733 Travelling Folk. 9.00 
The Usual Suspects 9-57 Weather. 
1030 News 10 40 Colin Bed 
10X55 The Scottish Connection. 
1L40 Nightshitt 12X10 - 630 As 
World Service. 

WORLD SERVICE RADIO 

(198kHz LW) 

LOO The Wbrid Today. 130 West- 
way. L45 Performance. 230 The 
World Today. 230 Focus on Forth. 
330 The World Today. 330 Sports 
Rounds 330 Wbrid Business Re- 
port 345 Insight 430 - 7X10 The 
Wbrid Today (100-700) 

TALK RADIO 
6X10 Big Boys Breakfast with David 
Banks & TsBck Ferrari 9XH) Scott 
Chisholm. LOO Anna Raeburn. 330 
Peter Deetey. 530 SportZona 700 
Andy Gray. 8X10 James Whale. 
12X>0 - 6X10 ton Coins. 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


Gary Kasparovs extraordinary 
run of victories in Wgk aan Zee 
came to an end on Tuesday with a 
bump, as he was summarily dis- 
patched by Ivan Sokolov in just 28 
moves -the first game of the round 
to finish. Meanwhile Anand and 
Kramnik were engaged in a tough 
theoretical battle in the Petroff 
defence as the latter successfully 
improved on the loss to Alexei Shi- 
rov in the European Club Cup 
which I examined a week ago 
today; that game an unsuccessful 
attempt to improve on Kramnik's 
loss to Anand. himself, at Tilburg 
last November. 

Following the rest (fey yesterday, 
the scores are now Kasparov 73/9, 
Anand &5, Kramnik 5.5, Ivanchuk 
and Svidler 5, Piket, Shirov, 
Topalov and Timm an 4.5, Sokolov 
and Van Wely 4, Kasimdzhanov and 
Yermolinsky 3, Reinderman 15. 

So the gap is down to a single 
point and today the top two face 
each other in a potentially decisive 
encounter; but with Kasparov 
White, it's pretty unlikely that 
Anand will win to draw leveL 
This is how Sokolov; with his 
first win at Wjjkd), ended Kas- 
parov's seven-game winning 
sequence. In a venerable line of the 
Nimzo'lndian. Ivan entered a 
somewhat unusual forcing line, not 
highly regarded by theory. 

The critical position arose in the 
diagram, where Kasparov’s 21 
.. Jtxh7 left his king highly exposed 
Instead the Encyclopaedia of 
Chess Openings gives 21 ...KfS! 22 
Qe4 (22 Bxd4 Rxd4 23 f4 Rxf4 is 
simply good for Black) when: 

A) 22 . . JB 23 Bxd4?! Rxd4 24 Qg6 
Rxh7 25 Qxfl5+ Qf7 gave Black the 
edge in B Vladimirov vs Lisitsyn 
USSR 1955; but White can do bet- 
ter with 23 Qg6 Rxh7 24 Qxffi-F. 



B) But 22 ...ffil looks like an 
improvement since if 23 Qh4 Rxh7 
24 Qf6+ Ke8 is tremendous for 
Black, in view of the threat on h2. 

The big question is whether 
Sokolov, not in great form, was 
intending to force a draw somehow; 
or perhaps there's a depth charge 
hidden somewhere? 

24 ...Qh5, which had been 
played before, may be an improve- 
ment At the end. the tripled major 
pieces on the g file were murder- 
ous since both 28 and 28 ...f5 
are killed by 29 Rh3i 

White: Ivan Sokolov 
Black: Gary Kasparov 
Wijk aan Zee 1999 (Hound 9) 
Nimzo- Indian Defence 


1 d*J Nf6 

16 exfS Nxd4 

2c4e6 

17 Bxh7+ Kh8 

SNc3Bb4 

I8fxg7+ Kxg7 

4e3 0-0 

19 Bb2 RadB 

5Bd3d5 

20 gx£3 Rh8 

6 N£3 c5 

21 Khl (see 

7 0-ONC6 

diagram) Rxh7? 

8a3Bxc3 

22 Rgl+ Kh8 

9 bxc3 Qc7 

23 Rg3 Qe5 

10 Qc2 dxc4 

24 Ragl Rh4 

11 Bxc4e5 

25 Qcl Kh7 

12 Bd3 Re8 

26 Qbl + Kh8 

13 e4 exd4 

27 Qfl Qe6 

14 cxd4 Bg4 

28Qg2 1-0 

15 e5 Bxf3 



Poker 

David Spanier 


I PONDERED a lot about this hand 
and still don’t know whether I 
played it correctly or not At 
Omaha, the four card-version of 
Hold 'em, I was dealt S-8-6-3 and 
the flop came down S-6-3 off-suit 
Top trips is a nice hand. But will 
it stand up? The 6 and 3 on board 
make it much harder for these 
cards to pair up and give me a full 
house. But I can’t just sit there 
and do nothing, giving opponents a 
free draw. So 1 bet the pot £10. 
Eveiyone folded round to Chen. 
He blinked behind his specs and 
raised me £20. Now what? 

The cautious play is to call and 
see what happens. If he hits a 
straightening card such as a 5 or a 
9 on the turn and bets out I will 
know the strength of his hand. But 
1 knew I was best at that point and 
wanted to shove it in. So I re-raised 
£90, assuming he would have the 
sense to fold (especially against 
me!). Instead of which Chen called 
and stuck in his last £30. Now I 
knew he was on a straight draw. 
Which he duty hit, catching a 7 
next card. I failed to improve. Was 
I right to bet it up on the flop? 

Answer: in a regular four-card 
version of Omaha, yes. But in the 
six-card version of the game, as this 


deal was, my re-raise was out of 
line. My opponent could easily be 
holding five or six cards which if he 
hit anything from a 2 to a 10 could 
improve to a straight, with two 
chances to draw to it Whereas 
only five cards tone 8, two 6s and 
two 3s) will help me. 

Then I completely misplayed a 
hand and still won a big pot . This 
was the six-card version of Omaha 
high -low (8 or better for low). The 
flop came down with two low cards 
to my A-2. Next card was 8h, giv- 
ing me a dndi for low, with a pos- 
sible flush on board for the high. A 
good player bet the pot and I raised 
back him on my low. We both 
checked on the river, and I 
announced my nut low. 

The only trouble was this was 
not high-low- but straight Omaha. 
1 had foiled to look at the dealer's 
plaque announcing the choice of 
game. My opponent had bet on the 
turn to represent an ace-high flush 
and only had trips. Ifrd realised the 
game was Omaha, high onty. I’d 
certainly have folded. But when I 
spread my cards I found Td cobbled 
together a low straight. I took down 
the money but - will you believe 
me? - felt ashamed of my careless 
play for days afterwards. 


Concise Crossword 

No3831 Thursday 28 January 



ACROSS 

I Tm very fond of (1,4) 

4 First mover in chess (5) 
10 Shelter (7) 

II Drab (5) 

12 Bedtime drink (5) 

13 Feeling of vexation (7) 
15 Accept (4) 

17 Three-masted vessel (5) 
19 Bouquet (5) 

22 Conceal (4) 

25 Get well (/) 

27 Attentive (5) 

29 Arbour (5) 

30 Making lace (7) 

31 Church assembly (5) 

32 Tested (5) 


DOWN 

Type of poeuy (5) 

Infringe (7) 

Many-beaded monster (5) 
Fit of temper (7) 

Dense (5) 

Part of recording (5) 
Knotting (5) 

Principal (4 ) 

Phin (4) 

18 Win or place (43) 

20 Nuclear installation (7) 

21 Investigation (5) 

23 Angry JS) 

2 asssfg-® 

28 Banish (5) ' 


j 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
14 
16 


SofoliM to yesterdays Concise Crosswfrrt: 

ACROSS: 5 Salvo, 8 Laiicrhr (Sal volatile) 9 Holly 10 Calculus. 1] Handv 14 
Sneeze, 170blaic. 18 Gap. 3)Spaee. 34 Fabulous, 25 Umir. 26 Coalesce, 27 uner DOWN- 
1 Stock. 2 Still, 3 Yew*, 4 Clause, 6 Adorable. 7 Validate. 12 SnaS!^ U 14 

Leg, L5 Tbp, 19 Amazon, 21 Fully. 22 Toast. 23 Asfaca. L describe, 14 
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ROMFOI 

ABC (08/ 
Meet Joe 
Practical 


,15pm. 
ro2.15p» 
ye Blad 
The Pare 
practical 
6 . 20 pm. 
3.50pm 
3.15pm. 
Trek: Ins 
6pm. 8.2 

SIDCUP 

ABC (05' 
tie Voice 
Meet io> 

STAPLE 
VIRGIN [ 
lewvoodE 

State 3p 
Voice 1 .* 
Meet lot 
6.15pm 
.15pm 
1 

..-rjm 


ABC 
Srreatha 
Joe Bla 
Prince t 
2 . 20 pm 
Trek: In 
i.40pm 

ODEON 

Streatha 

Commo 


HOUSE 
Srraffoi 
>.50prr 
1.35pm 
fleet Jc 
J 1 5pn 
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>f Egyf 

SURRE 
UCI I 
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i.50pn 
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Mask c 
Black L 
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